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FFA News From 
Across the U.S.
A place to celebrate your FFA achievements, 
chapter successes and good deeds

South Tama County FFA, IA

Importance of Ag Expo 
The South Tama County FFA Chapter hosted an Importance of  
Ag Expo during National FFA Week. The expo featured 23 exhibitions, 
three guest speakers and several workshops throughout the day. 
Guest speaker Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds spoke about agriculture’s $72 
billion impact on Iowa’s economy and the one in six Iowa jobs it 
provides. Expo attendants walked away with a better understanding 
of agriculture and how it impacts their daily lives.

Members of the Amanda-
Clearcreek FFA Chapter 
are biking to beat breast 
cancer by volunteering for 
the Pelotonia Bike Tour, 
which attracts more than 
6,000 riders each year. 
Over the years, chapter 
members have helped 
with setup, cleanup, 
greeting riders, picking up 
trash, unloading supplies 
and more. In 2014, more 
than 30 FFA members 
volunteered to help. 
This event continues to 
grow with the support of 
the community and the 
Amanda-Clearcreek FFA 
Chapter.

scrapbook

Pelotonia 
bike tour

MORE ONLINE 
Visit FFAnewhorizons.org for more chapter achievements 
and stories.

Amanda-Clearcreek  
FFA, OH

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
http://ffanewhorizons.org/
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Keep us informed! This is your 
chance to be a part of FFA New 
Horizons. Send us a short article 
about your latest chapter activities, 
awards you’ve received or even 
your involvement outside FFA. 

Want an easy way to send  
your story? Email a photo, your  
story and contact information  
to newhorizons@ffa.org.  
All photos need to be in color and 
a minimum of 1 MB in size. 

 
 
Or, mail to:  
FFA New Horizons 
P.O. Box 68960 
Indianapolis, IN 46268

Rolla FFA, ND

Gone But Not 
Forgotten
North Dakota’s FFA history is  
in good hands with the Rolla  
FFA Chapter. 
These students have devoted 
themselves to researching and 
documenting the histories of FFA 
chapters from the past, whether 
they were the victims of school 
closings, consolidated schools,  
or lack of funding or teachers. 
The chapter has named this 
project “Gone, but not Forgotten.”
Members find the information  
on the Internet, by contacting 
former advisors and members, 
and looking through yearbooks. 

Cherryvale FFA, KS

Salvation Army 
Angel Tree 
The Cherryvale FFA Chapter truly 
lived to serve during the holiday 
season by sponsoring children  
from the Salvation Army Angel 
Tree. The chapter raffled off 
a handmade FFA T-shirt quilt 
donated by Leona “Grandma” 
Smedly to raise money for the cause. 
Proceeds from the raffle were used 
to buy Christmas gifts for eight 
different children in Montgomery 
and Neosho counties, the two 
counties within the Cherryvale 
school district.

Dayton FFA, TX

Sugar Shaker 5K 
To raise awareness and 
money for adult diabetes, 
members of the Dayton 
FFA participated in the 
Sugar Shaker 5K Run. 
The chapter members 
helped with setting up, 
registration and manning 
the water stations along 
the running route. 
The fight to beat diabetes 
is particularly close to their 
hearts because one of their 
FFA members is living with 
this disease.

Your
Turn

mailto:newhorizons@ffa.org
http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
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ffa faces

1 Go Online  
Visit www.ffafaces.com and click on 

Nominations. You can nominate yourself or 
another current FFA member.

2 Describe  
Fill out the form to tell us about you 

– your FFA involvement, school activities, 
future plans and more. 

3 Upload  
Find a great photo of yourself – head 

and shoulders photos work best – and 
upload it as part of the nomination form. 

Nominate yourself to be considered for FFA Faces by following the steps below.  
Questions? Email ffanation@jnlcom.com.

Meet Six FFA  
Shining Stars
Wrangler, the sponsor of FFA Faces,  
will award a pair of jeans to featured members

Tanner Levitt
Eureka FFA, CA 

Tanner is dedicated to getting new 
FFA members involved inside and 
outside of class. He is a member  
of his chapter’s dairy cattle judging  
team and serves as the Eureka FFA 
chapter reporter. 

Zenaida Alaniz
Veterans Memorial FFA, TX 

Zenaida has shown livestock for eight 
years and has competed in FFA Creed 
speaking, FFA radio broadcasting and 
veterinary science. She plans to attend 
Texas A&M University and eventually 
become an orthodontist. 

Jarett Tormey
Midnight Sun FFA, AK 

Jarett serves as president of Midnight 
Sun FFA, the first homeschool chapter 
in the nation. He plans to run for an 
Alaska state officer position and, after 
high school, Jarett hopes to study 
animal science at a local college. 

Emilye Vales
Wilber-Clatonia FFA, NE 

Emilye has held multiple leadership 
roles during her FFA membership, 
including vice president, secretary 
and treasurer. She has a diversified 
livestock supervised agricultural 
experience program.

Blake Schumacher
Ubly FFA, MI 

Blake has competed in multiple 
career development events, including 
agricultural sales and prepared public 
speaking. He also shows pigs, cattle 
and turkeys at various exhibitions,  
and is the reporter for his chapter.

Aubrey Wishner
Middletown FFA, MD 

This budding author was inspired 
by her Creed speaking experience 
to write a book about the Creed 
and how we use it every day. Most 
appropriately, Aubrey also serves  
as chapter reporter. 

mailto:ffanation@jnlcom.com
http://www.ffafaces.com
http://www.ffanewhorizons.org


http://www.academy.com


8   FFA New Horizons� www.ffanewhorizons.org

Are you ready to amplify 
your FFA experience, 
taking it to a whole 
new level? 

Plans are shaping 
up for the 88th National FFA 
Convention & Expo, which is sure 
to be a truly historic event. At the 
convention and expo’s final year in 
Louisville, before moving back to 
Indianapolis, more than 60,000  
FFA members are expected to  
stream through the exposition  
center doors from Oct. 28-31.

This year’s convention and expo 
theme, “Amplify,” encourages you 
to “boost your impact” on your 
community and the world. FFA 
gives you the tools to pump up your 
involvement and become a positive 
force for change.

Here’s how you can amplify your 
FFA convention and expo experience.

honoring History
This year’s convention and expo is 

a momentous occasion, celebrating 
both the 50th anniversary of the 
merging of FFA and New Farmers  

experience Turn it up for the 

88th National 

FFA Convention 

& Expo

conventionamplify your

of America, and the 85th anniversary 
of the FFA Creed. These historic 
events will be commemorated through 
a musical tribute by the FFA Chorus, 
special displays with historical 
information and more.

Speaking from 
Experience

Prepare to be inspired by 
motivational speakers and your 
2014-15 National FFA Officer team.

Session speakers will include Dr. 
Rick Rigsby, a motivational speaker, 
corporate coach and award-winning 
journalist dedicated to encouraging 

Follow the latest  
convention and expo news 
at FFA.org/convention  
and on FFA social media.

and empowering his audience. 
Amberly Snyder overcame the tragedy 
of a devastating car accident to pursue 
her passion for horseback riding. Her 
awe-inspiring story reminds us to keep 
chasing our dreams, even in the face 
of adversity. Self-professed writer, 
director, comedian and corn-dog lover, 
Brad Montague is the brains behind 
Kid President. Montague believes that 
kids and grown-ups can work together 
to make the world a better place.

Each of your six national officers 
will also inspire you as they share 
stories and powerful messages from 
their year of service. 

Look to the Future
Prepare yourself for life ahead by 

signing up for Career Success Tours to 
Ford, Papa John’s, Churchill Downs 
Horticulture, Blend Pak, Caudill Seed, 
Peter W. Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery and 
more, or check out one of the many 
student workshops. Be sure to explore 
the expo and interact with more than 
400 industry exhibitors to learn about 
exciting paths of study, leadership  
and careers. 

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
https://www.ffa.org/convention
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Download the FFA New Horizons 
app to watch the convention and 
expo preview video. Find download 
details on page 3.

Entertainment 
Value

Get ready to stomp your boots 
and sing along to the amazing 
musical acts at the KFC Yum! 
Center. Maddie and Tae kick off the 
jam session presented by Culver’s on 
Wednesday night before Jake Owen 
takes the stage.

Thursday night promises an 
equally memorable concert featuring 
Clare Dunn opening for Kip Moore.

But the entertainment doesn’t 
stop there. Witness the prowess 
of your peers at the 2015 National 
FFA Talent competition, sponsored 
by Wrangler and CMC Southern 
Post, and find out who is the real 
American Idol.

Enjoy the dulcet tones of the 
National FFA Band and moving 
tribute to the NFA and FFA merger 
by the National FFA Chorus, 
sponsored by Dow Agrisciences.

Laugh until your sides hurt at the 
ComedySportz performance, featuring 
two teams of comedians, vying for 
your applause. And back by popular 
demand is hypnotist and lifetime FFA 
Alumni member Dr. Jim Wand and 
his mesmerizing hypnotist shows. 

Last Hoorah
Make the most of the convention 

and expo’s last year in Louisville 
by checking out some of the local 
attractions such as the Louisville Zoo 
and the Louisville Slugger Museum.

After working up an appetite by 
sightseeing, satisfy your hunger at 
one of the many restaurants located 
downtown or on Bardstown Road.

Shop ‘til You Drop
Be sure to check out the FFA 

Shopping Mall in the north wing of 
the Kentucky Exposition Center to 
get all the latest FFA merchandise 
and swag. Stock up on FFA T-shirts, 
sweatshirts, pants, hats or “amplify” 
your wardrobe with a cowboy hat, 
new boots or show belt from one of 
the numerous vendors.

Give Back
Just because you are away at the 

convention and expo doesn’t mean 
you can’t make a difference. Through 
the National Days of Service, 
sponsored by CSX Transportation, 
you can participate in activities to 

improve the community. Working 
with organizations such as 
Americana Community Center, Dare 
to Care and Kids Against Hunger, 
you can demonstrate your leadership 
skills and dedication to service. 

Come Together
Whether you’re coming from 

up the road or traveling across 
the country, the National FFA 
Convention & Expo is a world 
of its own. Meet new friends 
from thousands of miles away or 
strengthen the bonds with your 
fellow chapter members through  
fun activities, engaging sessions  
and awe-inspiring entertainment.

	 – Hannah Patterson

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
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Most FFA members know 
the organization has 
associations in Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
but few are very familiar 

with these FFA programs. Turns out, they’re 
not so different from the rest of the country’s 
state associations – filled with hard-working, 
ambitious members who are eager to learn and 
make a difference.

Puerto Rico  
FFA Association

Celebrating its 80th anniversary in  
2015, the Puerto Rico FFA Association  
was chartered in 1932. Since then, its 
membership has grown to include more  
than 2,000 students.

“It’s been 80 years of nonstop leadership, 
career development events, supervised 

agricultural experiences, competitions, 
history and pride,” says Lauce Colón Pérez, 
a Puerto Rico FFA member. “We have a very 
active association. More than just being 
active, the Puerto Rico FFA Association is 
changing lives by helping people follow  
and achieve their dreams.”

Lauce began his FFA career in 10th grade, 
when he became his chapter’s treasurer. 
He was his chapter’s vice president in 11th 
grade, and in 12th grade, he became the 
2013-14 regional president. As he prepared 
to go to college at the University of Puerto 
Rico, he accepted the role of 2014-15 state 
FFA secretary. His FFA involvement has 
afforded Lauce the opportunity to travel to 
states such as Kentucky, Virginia and Ohio 
and participate in various conventions, 
conferences and training events.

 “I am so grateful for FFA because it has 
helped me learn not to judge the world based 

The U.S. Virgin Islands 
consist of the main 
islands of St. Croix,  
St. John and St. 
Thomas, along with 
the much smaller but 
historically distinct 
Water Island, and many 
other surrounding 
minor islands.  

www.ffanewhorizons.org	 FFA New Horizons   11
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About Puerto Rico:
ÌÌ  Coffee, tobacco, and 
milk remain traditional 
farm products in 
Puerto Rico, but 
several farms are 
dedicated to 
specialized products 
for local and export 
markets, such as 
pineapples, mangoes, 
melons, and other 
tropical fruits, as well 
as beef, pork, poultry, 
and eggs.

ÌÌ Both Spanish and English are the official languages of the 
island, however, the Spanish language is undoubtedly 
more prominent.

About U.S.  
Virgin Islands:
ÌÌ The Senepol breed of beef 
cattle was developed on 
the island of St. Croix by 
Henry C. Nelthropp in the 
early 1900s by crossing Red 
Poll cattle and N’Dama 
cattle. The Senepol breed 
combines the N’Dama 
characteristics of heat tolerance and insect resistance with 
the extreme gentleness, good meat, and high milk 
production of the Red Poll.

ÌÌ The Virgin Islands are home to a variety of tropical fruits. 
Coconuts are probably the first to come to mind for many 
USVI visitors. Other common fruits are mango, papaya, 
banana figs, soursop, 
carambola, sea  
grapes, breadfruit, 
pomegranate, 
tamarind  
and guava.

on my small island,” Lauce says. 
“Thanks to FFA, I’ve been to quite  
a few places in the U.S., so I feel 
pretty blessed.”

After attending several state and 
national conventions, Lauce is used 
to answering questions about his 
experiences with the Puerto Rico FFA 
Association. He says his territory’s 
CDEs and SAE programs differ 
substantially from that of other states 
due to Puerto Rico’s production 
of coffee, green bananas, tropical 
vegetables and sugar cane.  
In addition, Puerto Rico has a solid 
dairy cattle industry, and many  
FFA members are involved with 
dairy farms. 

FFA members would also find it 
interesting to know that Puerto Rico 
members learn the Creed in their 
native language of Spanish. “I believe 
in the future of agriculture” becomes 
“Creo en el futuro de la agricultura.”

“Other FFA members get really 
excited to meet me because some 
of them don’t even realize FFA is in 
Puerto Rico,” Lauce says. “They have 
all types of questions for me, and I 
really appreciate all the members 
taking a genuine interest in our 
association. I love sharing my history 
and culture with other people.”

Virgin Islands FFA 
Association

The Virgin Islands FFA Association 
became part of the National FFA 
Organization in 1991, and after a brief 
hiatus, the association was reactivated 
in January 2013. That year, for 
the first time in 15 years, 40 Virgin 
Islands FFA members attended the 
National FFA Convention & Expo in 
Louisville, Ky. While the association’s 
current FFA program only lasts one 
year, plans are in the works for it to 
become a four-year program.

“We’re in the process of trying 
to get agricultural education and 
FFA throughout the Virgin Islands,” 
says Rev. Dr. Eddie Williams, chief 
executive director and state FFA 
advisor for the Virgin Islands FFA 

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
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MORE ONLINE
Learn more about these two 
unique FFA associations at 
FFAnewhorizons.org.

Association. “We’re trying to expand 
our program.”

The association’s growth goals 
are already being met as two new 
FFA chapters prepare to open in St. 
Thomas and St. John, respectively. In 
addition, the association helped host 
successful food drives in St. Croix and 
St. Thomas in June 2015.

“We had a great turnout and strong 
support for the food drive campaign,” 
Williams says. “We’re very happy 
about that.”

Williams says it’s not difficult to get 
the territory’s students involved in 
FFA once they realize the many doors 

the organization can open for them.
“A lot of students who are in FFA 

for the first time change their mind 
about majoring in some other career 
because they find out about things 
like agribusiness and agriscience,” 
Williams says. “The students are 
seeing the great opportunities that  
are available.”

According to Williams, a lack of 
funding and resources has been a 
difficult issue for his FFA association. 
However, he says the future looks 
promising; Williams and other 
members of the Virgin Islands FFA 
Association are scheduled to meet 

with various top leaders to discuss 
how the territory’s FFA chapters can 
continue to grow and thrive.

“FFA is on the rise in the Virgin 
Islands, but it takes a little time,” 
Williams says. “Rome wasn’t built  
in a day.”
	 – Jessica Walker Boehm

A group of Puerto Rican FFA members show off their FFA pride during the 2014 National FFA Convention & Expo.

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
http://ffanewhorizons.org/
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I believe 
in the future of agriculture, with a faith born not of words but of deeds - achievements won by the 

present and past generations of agriculturists; in the promise of better days through better ways, even as 
the better things we now enjoy have come to us from the struggles of former years. 

I believe 

that to live and work on a good farm, or to be engaged in other agricultural pursuits, is pleasant as well as 
challenging; for I know the joys and discomforts of agricultural life and hold an inborn fondness for 

those associations which, even in hours of discouragement, I cannot deny. 

I believe  

in leadership from ourselves and respect from others. I believe in my own ability to work 
efficiently and think clearly, with such knowledge and skill as I can secure, and in the ability of 
progressive agriculturists to serve our own and the public interest in producing and marketing the 

product of our toil. 

I believe  

in less dependence on begging and more power in bargaining; in the life abundant and enough honest 
wealth to help make it so--for others as well as myself; in less need for charity and more of it when needed; in 

being happy myself and playing square with those whose happiness depends upon me. 

I believe  

that American agriculture can and will hold true to the best traditions of our national life and that I 
can exert an influence in my home and community which will stand solid for my part in that inspiring task.

I believe
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Bradshaw meandered through 
the local cemetery and found where 
Tiffany had been buried, but there was 
no connection to his FFA involvement. 
Bradshaw’s search finally picked up 
momentum when a waitress at the 
local diner suggested he stop by the 
town historical society.

“When I asked the lady working at 
the historical society if she had any 

information about E.M. Tiffany, she 
kind of looked at me and said, ‘Well, 
who is that?’” Bradshaw says. 

It became apparent that because 
the town no longer had an active FFA 
chapter, the importance of Tiffany’s 
words had been tucked away in the 
town archives and slowly forgotten.

“I’m sure generations ago they 
knew, but as time passes on it 

had just kind of been forgotten,” 
Bradshaw says.

Bradshaw poured through the 
historical society files and found 
a goldmine of information about 
Tiffany’s life. They even contained 
his original 1902 graduation program 
from the local high school, which 
coincidentally had the graduation 
class colors blue and gold. 

“The woman at the historical 
[society] was just fascinated,” 
Bradshaw says. “She said they were 
writing a book about the history of 
the county and that they were going 
to have to include Tiffany in there.”

As Bradshaw drove home to 
Oklahoma, he could not escape the 
thought that no one in Lyndon knew 
what a great man had called their 
town home. 

He called his chapter reporter, 
Bayli Hyde, who suggested the FFA 
chapter create a display for the 
historical society’s museum about 
Tiffany and the impact of the FFA 
Creed. Bradshaw agreed and turned 
the project over to her and the 
chapter members to spearhead.

“I will never forget when Mr. 
Bradshaw called me to let me know 

You’ve heard about 
Benjamin Franklin, 
Abraham Lincoln and 
George Washington. 
These great men 

have gone down in history for their 
contributions to our country, but what 
if some have been overlooked? 

A single item on one FFA advisor’s 
“bucket list” may help rewrite the 
history of the FFA Creed, now 
celebrating its 85th anniversary,  
and the man behind it. 

“The FFA Creed is a foundation by 
which FFA members live their lives,” 
says Travis Bradshaw, FFA advisor 
for Burlington FFA in Oklahoma. “It 
puts into words what FFA members 
believe and what they should strive to 
accomplish throughout their lifetime. 
It reminds us why agriculture is the 
most important industry in our world, 
and gives us the motivation to know 
that we can make a difference in the 
future of agriculture.”

Bradshaw has long been interested 
in the origins of the FFA Creed and 
its author, Erwin Milton “E.M.” 
Tiffany. In 2014, a twist of fate 
presented an opportunity for him  
to indulge his curiosity. 

“I was at a conference for the 
National Association of Agricultural 
Educators in Manhattan, Kan., and 
when the conference adjourned, I 
decided to go on a little side trip to 
the town of Lyndon, Kan.,” Bradshaw 
says. “I had read it was the birth 
place of E.M. Tiffany, author of the 
FFA Creed.”

Much to his surprise, when he 
pulled into town, there were no 
commemorative placards or signs to 
mention the town’s esteemed citizen.

Oklahoma FFA advisor Travis Bradshaw and 
chapter reporter Bayli Hyde launch an in-depth 
research project to learn more about E.M 
Tiffany, the author of the FFA Creed. Their 
project takes them to Wisconsin and a visit 
with his son, Jackson Tiffany.

Burlington FFA chapter members create a display about the FFA Creed for the 
historical society museum in Lyndon, Kan., where E.M Tiffany was born.

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
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there was nothing about E.M. 
Tiffany in his hometown,” Hyde 
says. “I knew that we needed to 
create a window display about E.M. 
Tiffany and the FFA Creed in the 
historical society’s museum.”

As Hyde began to formulate her 
plan for the display, Bradshaw’s own 
sleuthing continued.

Tiffany’s obituary stated that he 
was born in Lyndon and moved to 
Madison, Wis., where he and his 
wife had a son named Jackson. 
Bradshaw was curious as to whether 
any of Jackson Tiffany’s children 
would still be around to give him  
any more information.

A quick Internet search yielded a 
promising phone number located  
in Madison. 

“This gentleman answered the 
phone, so I told him who I was and 
what my position was,” Bradshaw 

Bayli Hyde, reporter for 
the Burlington FFA 
chapter in Oklahoma, 
interviews Jackson 
Tiffany, son of E.M 
Tiffany who authored the 
FFA Creed.

says. “I said I was looking for the 
relatives of an E.M. Tiffany or a 
Jackson Tiffany and he said, ‘Well, 
this is Jackson Tiffany.’”

Bradshaw had located E.M. 
Tiffany’s 88-year-old son, a living link 
to his father’s great achievement. 

Jackson Tiffany agreed to an  
on-camera interview with Bradshaw 
and Hyde to chronicle the life of 
his father and his own personal 
memories and stories. 

“We just sat there as Jackson 
Tiffany told the story of his father’s 
life,” Bradshaw says. “It was a 
phenomenal experience.”  

Jackson Tiffany was only 3 years 
old when the FFA Creed was  
written and was never involved in 
FFA himself, but he always sensed  
how important his father’s work 
was to him.

It wasn’t until Bradshaw’s visit, 

however, that he realized what a vast 
organization FFA has become and 
just how many members, past and 
present, have uttered his father’s 
immortal words. 

Through his stories and 
anecdotes, Jackson Tiffany painted a 
picture of a man who was passionate 
about agriculture and community 
service. 

“Currently we are working on a 
documentary using the interview 
footage for teachers to show in 
class,” Bradshaw says. “All these 
kids recite the Creed every year 
and say, ‘The FFA Creed, by E.M. 
Tiffany,’ but who is E.M. Tiffany?”

Hyde was even able to secure an 
SAE grant to help with the video 
production costs. 

Thanks to the diligent efforts of his 
FFA chapter members and a little bit 
of luck, Bradshaw was able to shed 
some light on the heart and soul of 
the FFA organization. 

“I hope that this project gives FFA 
members and advisors a glimpse 
into the life and history of the man 
who is responsible for writing the 
FFA Creed,” Bradshaw says. “As we 
continue to grow by leaps and bounds 
as an organization, it is my hope 
that we will never forget about those 
individuals who founded FFA.”

Hyde agrees, saying that this 
journey has definitely given her a 
greater appreciation for E.M Tiffany. 

“After I met Jackson Tiffany, 
E.M. Tiffany’s son, I realized that 
E.M. Tiffany was a man who had 
a passion for agriculture. It was 
wonderful to hear what E.M. 
Tiffany’s feelings were when he 
wrote the Creed,” she says. “When 
I started memorizing the FFA 
Creed my freshman year, I had 
no idea that I was going to take 
what I learned from the Creed and 
apply those skills or life lessons to 
wherever the future may take me.”

– Hannah Patterson  

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
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Approximately 70 percent of U.S.-grown 
almonds are exported as shelled nuts. 

Top Almond States

70%

1 flour: Almonds can be ground into 
a fine powder and used in baking 

or cooking recipes as a substitute for 
traditional flour. 

2 milk: Yet another substitute, almond 
milk can be used in recipes or on 

cereal for those with lactose sensitivities. 

3 paste: Ground almond paste can be 
used as a binder in recipes or a filling in 

pastries. It is also used to make marzipan, a 
malleable confection. 

4 livestock feed: To ensure no part 
of the almond goes to waste, the 

hulls of almonds may be ground up for 
livestock feed. 

5 flavoring: Almond extract is a 
popular ingredient in baked goods, 

especially in Scandinavian recipes. 

6 snack packs: Roasted, salted, 
flavored or raw almonds can be found 

in mixed nut medleys or by themselves in 
portable pouches, cans and jars. 

One Way Or Another
The almond nut is actually the seed of 
the fruit from the almond tree, which  
is a relative of stone fruits such as 
peaches, cherries and apricots.  
Almonds can be processed in many 
different ways. Here are a few of the 
main processing methods: 

Almonds are cultivated 
predominantly in 
California, where 
there are 6,841 farms 
growing 935,804 
acres. 
Arizona comes in a 
distant second place 
for almond farms with 
29 farms and 326 acres. Other 
states, including Colorado, Kansas and 
Idaho, have a sprinkling of almond operations, but are 
not major players in the industry.

Go Nuts for 
Almonds
Facts and information 
about this healthy  
ag product

Recently, almonds have taken the health 
food world by storm, but for years, savvy 
snackers have turned to them for a delicious 
and nutritious nosh.
These little treats are packed with the mysterious 
“good fats” everyone talks about so much. Almonds 
are also full of satisfying crunch and protein that helps 
satiate even the most audible of stomach rumbles. Whether 
enjoyed from a Ziploc baggie on a hike or in the form of 
almond butter on a piece of toast, almonds are the perfect 
fuel for the body on the go. 
Health benefits of almonds in your diet include weight loss, 
diabetes prevention and improved heart health. They  
may also help lower the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.

ag 101

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
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Most all of us know 
the story of 33 
farm boys from 18 
states meeting in 
Kansas City, Mo., to 

form the Future Farmers of America. 
However there is another story 
from that timeframe that’s equally 
important – that of the New Farmers 
of America. As we celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the monumental merger 
of FFA and NFA, let’s take a step back 
in time and discover this untold story. 

From Humble 
Beginnings

In the winter of 1926-27, the New 
Farmers of America gained its start 
when the New Farmers of Virginia 
at Petersburg was established. 
The organization began at the 
suggestion of Dr. H.O. Sargent, who 
was a federal agent of agricultural 
education for African-American 
students at the U.S. Office of 
Education in Washington, D.C.  
G.W. Owens, teacher trainer at 
Virginia State College, wrote a 
constitution and bylaws for the 
New Farmers of Virginia, which in 
the beginning consisted of 18 local 
chapters with about 400 members. 
And later, in April 1927, the New 
Farmers of Virginia held their first 
state meeting and rally at Virginia 
State College in Petersburg.

Around this time, many other 
states were either implementing 
New Farmers programs or programs 
similar for African-American students 
in states with segregated schools. 
In order to unite the new chapters, 
state and sectional associations were 
formed based on location. The three 
sections were named Washington, 
Gulf (later called Sargent in honor 
of Dr. H.O. Sargent) and Almmot. 
These sectional organizations held 
annual meetings in various states 
from 1928 to 1935. In these annual 
meetings, delegates discussed the 
need for and possible creation of  
a national organization to unify  
them as one. 

A look at the New Farmers 
of America (NFA), as we 
commemorate its merger 
with FFA in 1965

A 
historical 
celebration 

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
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 Localized NFA chapters 
appear in Virginia, with 
the first chapter being 
New Farmers of Virginia, 
Petersburg.

 With popularity growing among the 
states, sections were formed to allow 
states to have regional conferences. 
The first sections were named 
Washington, Sargent and Almmot.

 New Farmers of 
Virginia hosts first 
State Conference 
in April at Virginia 
State College.

 The national organization 
was established Aug. 4, 1935, 
at the first meeting of the New 
Farmers of America at the 
Tuskegee Institute in Alabama.

 The U.S. 
Department of 
Education “legalizes” 
NFA under its own 
authority.

 The FFA Foundation 
is incorporated to 
provide business, 
industrial, civic, 
farm and service 
organizations with an 
opportunity to further 
both FFA and NFA.

1926

1927 1935 1941

1928
NFA Timeline

An Organization 
Is Formed

Their ideas became reality on Aug. 
4, 1935. The New Farmers of America 
hosted its first national convention 
 at the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. 
The convention consisted of speaking 
and judging competitions, business 
sessions, election of national officers 
and entertainment from various 
chapters. During business sessions, 
NFA elected the first national officer 
team, consisting of a president, 
secretary, treasurer, reporter 
and one vice president from each 
sectional organization. 

Although similar in their purpose 
to prepare students for an agricultural 
profession, NFA and FFA had several 
differences. For example, the emblem 
was based on a cotton boll rather than 
the cross-section of corn. NFA had its 
own Creed and different degrees of 
membership. 

In the beginning, NFA was not 
under any direct authority of the U.S. 
Department of Education. Although 

NFA was advised by H.O. Sargent, 
an employee of the department, it 
wasn’t until 1941 that the Department 
of Education decided to legalize NFA 
under its own authority. Then in 1944, 
the FFA Foundation was incorporated 
to provide business, industrial, civic, 
farm and service organizations  
with an opportunity to further both 
FFA and NFA. 

And Then  
There Was One

In the early 1960s, discussion of 
merging FFA and NFA began to arise. 
For five years, both organizations 
worked at the local, state and national 
levels to prepare for the merger. As 
the country became engrossed in the 
Civil Rights Movement, many NFA 
chapters began to merge with local 
FFA chapters as a result of state and 
local school desegregation. Then 
in 1962, the national FFA and NFA 
officers met to discuss the future of 
the two organizations. However their 
fate was sealed with the passage of the 

1964 Civil Rights Act, which required 
the desegregation of all schools. 

On July 1, 1965, the two 
organizations merged as one, with 
a ceremony being held later at the 
national FFA convention finalizing 
the event. 

50 Years Later
The NFA Creed states, “I believe 

that a life of service is the life that 
counts; that happiness endures to 
mankind when it comes from having 
helped lift the burdens of others.” The 
last Tennessee NFA State President, 
Larry Reece, says this quote of the 
NFA Creed, which he can still recite, 
is what he took away from NFA, from 
high school, and what he embraces 
today and going forward.

The 1963-64 national NFA 
president, Robert Boone, was the first 
NFA officer to attend and speak at the 
National FFA Convention. He reflects 
on the convention saying, “I do 
believe that we made some progress 
in establishing some real bridges and 

1944
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 After several NFA convention 
rotations, Atlanta, Ga., becomes 
the permanent home for the 

New Farmers 
of America 
convention.

 NFA and FFA 
national officers hold 
a joint meeting to 
discuss the future of 
the two organizations.

 The Civil 
Rights Act of 
1964 passes, 
requiring the 
desegregation  
of schools. 

 NFA and FFA 
officially merge 
on July 1, 1965 and 
hold a ceremony at the national FFA 
convention finalizing the merger. 

 Local NFA and 
FFA chapters 
begin merging 
together.

 NFA reaches peak 
membership with 
58,132 members.

  Robert Boone, NFA 
president, becomes first NFA 
officer to speak at a national 
FFA convention in history.

1949

1962

1964

19651960

1963

real opportunities, that later and even 
today as we celebrate [the merger], 
certainly were very fruitful.” 

Boone encourages educators 
and members saying, “We need 
to continue to plant the seeds of 
success and the possibility of  
success with young people. They 
need to be made aware it’s not what 
we accomplish today, but it’s what 
we can do tomorrow.”

Today, 50 years after NFA and 
FFA merged, Reese reflects on the 
merger saying, “NFA, as a club, may 
have gone away, but the ideals are 
still being embraced in the National 
FFA Organization.”

	 – Samantha Beard

MORE ONLINE
Visit FFAnewhorizons.org for more 
photos and artifacts from the New 
Farmers of America, including the 
full script of the NFA Creed.

Kentucky FFA welcomed past NFA president Rupert Seals to speak  
at its 2014 state FFA convention.

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
http://ffanewhorizons.org/
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national FFA officer Q&A

How did you first 
learn about FFA?

Andy: I started showing pigs in the 
first grade, so it was a natural thing 
to hear about from family, friends, 
billboards, etc. 

Victoria: My dad and siblings 
were all in FFA. I attended my first 
state convention when I was 4 years 
old wearing a shirt that read “Vote 
for my Ryanie Bubba,” helping my 
older brother, Ryan, campaign for 
state office. 

Ruth Ann: My parents were 
agriculture teachers.

Kristen: I found my dad’s FFA 
jacket in our hallway closet. 

Stephen: My dad has taken my 
family with him to state convention 
for as long as I can remember.

Caleb: I first learned about FFA 
from my Uncle Daniel. He is an 

agricultural educator at Goddard 
High School in New Mexico. I 
learned what his job was, which 
introduced me to FFA. 

If you could use only 
one word to describe 
your FFA experience, 
what word would 
you use?

Andy: Strong

Victoria: Foundational

Ruth Ann: Timeless

Kristen: Growth

Stephen: Invaluable

Caleb: #ffachangeslives

Do you have any 
odd or weird food 
combinations? 

Andy: Well, when I was young my 
grandmama fed me sugar sandwiches. 
You take white bread, spread butter 
on it, sprinkle it with sugar, and voila! 
You have clogged arteries. 

Victoria: French fries and ice 
cream.

Ruth Ann: Crushed-up graham 
crackers in milk.

Kristen: I love weird food 
combinations – just ask my 
teammates! M&M’s on pizza, chicken 
nuggets dipped in ice cream, peanut 
butter and pickle sandwiches – just 
to name a few.  

Stephen: Peanut butter and 
applesauce on chocolate chip waffles.

Caleb: Crush up tortilla chips, 
pour half a jar of salsa on the chips, 
strategically place pepperonis on 
chips and salsa like a pizza, dump 
the rest of the salsa, then cheese. 
Microwave it and eat it with a spoon! 

Get to Know Your 
National FFA Officers

Andy Paul 
National FFA President 

This Georgian credits 
FFA for teaching him 
self-confidence and 
presentation skills.  
Andy hopes 
to impact 
the lives of 
future FFA 
members as 
an agriculture 
teacher.   

Victoria Maloch 
National FFA Secretary 

Victoria grew up on a 
Brangus cattle farm in 
Arkansas and lettered for 
four years in track and field. 
Her future 
career plans 
are to work 
in agricultural 
policy.  

Ruth Ann Myers 
National FFA Eastern 
Region Vice President 

Hailing from Kentucky, 
Ruth Ann is an agricultural 
education major  
and volunteers 
for cancer 
research 
fundraisers. 
Her career 
plan is to teach 
agriculture. 

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
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Who is your favorite 
Disney character of 
all time?

Andy: Pluto, because he is a dog. 
(Go Dawgs!) And he is named after a 
planet. #ReinstatePluto

Victoria: Mary Poppins because 
she’s “practically perfect in every way.”

Ruth Ann: Tigger, of course. 
Anyone else would just be 
“ridickerous!”

Kristen: Clucky from Robin Hood.

Stephen: Olaf. I feel like he and I 
could chill, no pun intended.

Caleb: WALL-E. He is constantly 
fighting for the Wi-Fi signal he is 
picking up from Eve! 

What are you most 
looking forward to 
at the 2015 National FFA 
Convention & Expo?	

Andy: Sharing the stage with  
a new set of best friends. Also,  
seeing 65,000 beautiful and 
handsome faces. 

Kristen Schmidt 
National FFA Central 
Region Vice President 

This Colorado native was 
once a national finalist in 
the FFA Job Interview  
CDE. Kristen 
is majoring 
in animal 
science and 
agribusiness 
in college.  

Stephen McBride 
National FFA Southern 
Region Vice President 

Stephen grew up on a beef 
cattle farm in Tennessee 
and is an agribusiness major 
in college. 
He plans to 
work as an 
agriculture 
lobbyist in his 
future career. 

Caleb Gustin 
National FFA Western 
Region Vice President 

This three-sport athlete 
(basketball, football and 
track) grew up raising  
swine and 
sheep in 
New Mexico, 
focusing 
on learning 
about animal 
nutrition. 

Share your agriculture and FFA stories with #SpeakAg to tell 
others about what we do and why we do it! The National FFA 
Officer team has developed the #SpeakAg Challenge as part of 
their legacy project focused on agriculture advocacy.

During September and October, you can advocate for agriculture 
in four different areas – self, school, community and government. 

Capture your efforts with pictures or video and post them to 
social media using #SpeakAg for your chance to win some cool 
#SpeakAg swag. We look forward to seeing the difference you can 
make through agriculture advocacy every day!

#speakag

MORE ONLINE
Visit FFAnewhorizons.org for even 
more Q&A with the national FFA 
officer team.

Victoria: Running through 
the tunnel at the beginning of every 
session and watching students’ 
reactions as they celebrate their 
success on stage!        

Ruth Ann: There’s nothing like 
election time. I can’t wait to see the 
new team who gets to serve the FFA 
membership next year. 

Kristen: You! At that point 
we will have been on the road for 
almost a year, making friends and 
building relationships with folks all 
over the country. The National FFA 
Convention & Expo is going to be like 
a big ol’ family reunion – minus the 
embarrassing matching T-shirts. 

Stephen: Hanging out with 
65,000 of my closest friends and 
relishing my final moments in the 
blue jacket.

Caleb: Convention is a 
masterpiece that has a lot of  
moving parts! I am ecstatic about 
seeing what convention is like  
from backstage. 

	– Compiled by Samantha Beard

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
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The Buddy System
Ponchatoula FFA creates partnership program at its school

H igh school is full of opportunities to join clubs, 
compete in athletics or attend school dances, 
but the Ponchatoula FFA Chapter in Louisiana 

realized that their atypical students – many of whom have 
disabilities – were missing out on these quintessential  
high school activities. 

Their solution was the FFA Buddy program.
“The FFA Buddy program 

was created to better the 
involvement of our atypical 
students,” says chapter 
member Tyler Aitken. 
“By allowing our atypical 
students to partner with our 
typical students, they learned 
various social skills that are 
not easy to obtain in their 
regular classroom setting.”

This program matches 
typical and atypical students 
together and engages them in numerous small, hands-
on classroom activities to encourage participation, social 
interactions and learning. They have hosted Special 
Olympics track and field events and a Back to School 
Bash dance, and exposed members to different livestock 
showing and grooming techniques using the animals in 
the school barn. 

FFA Buddy members are even recognized at a special 
awards ceremony tailored specifically to its participants.

“We noticed that most of our atypical members do 
not attend our end-of-the-year award banquet because 
it is held in the later afternoon,” Aitken says. “For this 
reason, we now not only recognize those members at 

our end-of-the-year banquet, but we have also created 
a separate Buddy Banquet during school hours so that 
all of our atypical members may be recognized for all of 
their hard work throughout the year.”

Both typical and atypical students walk away from this 
experience with enhanced time management, leadership 
and teamwork skills, as well as a greater understanding and 

acceptance of their peers. 
The program has created 
cherished memories and 
friendships that will last far 
beyond the high school years. 

“I am glad to say that 
I plan to visit my buddy, 
Logan, even after I leave for 
college,” Aitken says. “He is 
not only my buddy – he is 
one of my best friends.”

The positive impact 
doesn’t stop with the FFA 

Buddy program itself, but has rippled across the school 
and community.

“Since the involvement within our program has 
become more enhanced, many other organizations and 
teams across campus have begun to interact with our 
atypical members on a new level,” Aitken says. “We have 
noticed that the rate of acceptance across our school is at 
an all-new high, and we are proud to say that the buddy 
program was not only a success, but it also ignited a 
positive chain reaction across campus.”

In 2014, the chapter was named a National Model of 
Excellence winner for its FFA Buddy program.

	 – Hannah Patterson

personal growth

“I am glad to say that I plan to visit 
my buddy, Logan, even after I leave 
for college. He is not only my buddy 

– he is one of my best friends.”
– Tyler Aitken 

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org


Pig Race for a Cure
FFA chapter volunteers raise money and awareness for multiple sclerosis

Premier Leadership 

www.ffanewhorizons.org	

MORE ONLINE
Visit FFAnewhorizons.org to read 
about other FFA chapters who have 
raised money for local, state and 
national efforts.

When the Nation Ford 
FFA Chapter from South 
Carolina saw a chance to 

help a member of their community 
and raise money for a good cause, 
they jumped at the opportunity.

“The South Carolina Strawberry 
Festival was established in 2010 as 
a community event for the town of 
Fort Mill,” says FFA chapter advisor 
Lee Petitgout. “Ron Edwards, farm 
manager of Springs Farm and an FFA 
alumnus, introduced pig races as an 
attraction for the children’s area of the 
festival while honoring his wife, who 
suffers from multiple sclerosis, by 
raising funds for the cause.”

As a charter member of the 
planning committee for the festival, 
Edwards’ obligations grew as the 
festival became more popular, so the 
Nation Ford FFA Chapter stepped in 
to assist with the races.

Over the past four years, more than 
200 FFA members have volunteered 
to run the pig races and helped 
make it one of the festival’s premier 
attractions. 

“The festival attracts over 60,000 
visitors a year with its weeklong 
schedule of activities, including a 
beauty pageant, a golf tournament 
and Pick-n-Flick, an outdoor movie 
among the strawberry fields,” 
Petitgout says. “In addition to caring 
for and racing the pigs during the 
festival, chapter members man 
the microphone, offering facts 
about multiple sclerosis, as well as 
distributing fliers concerning the 
illness and current research.”

The Nation Ford chapter 
received the National FFA Model 

of Innovation award in chapter 
development in 2014 for their 
participation in the South Carolina 
Strawberry Festival pig races. So 
far the chapter has raised more 
than $8,000 for the South Carolina 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, thanks to 
generous community sponsors. 

– Hannah Patterson

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
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Coveted Coats
Plant Biotechnology Academy members earn white lab coats

career success

Much like the hallowed blue corduroy FFA 
jacket, the white lab coat of the Oakleaf FFA 
Plant Biotechnology Academy in Florida is  

a symbol of excellence. 
“The academy is a group of students whose schedules 

align to incorporate biotechnology concepts into 
their core curriculum classrooms along with their 
biotechnology course,” says FFA Chapter President 
William Donaghy.

These courses cover everything from gardening and 
animal care to DNA extraction and tissue cultures. Each 
lesson is designed to exercise leadership, public speaking, 
parliamentary procedure and critical thinking skills.

To signify their inclusion into this impressive group, 
second-year FFA members of the Plant Biotechnology 
Academy are presented with a white lab coat during a 
“coating” ceremony.

“For universities, it is a huge tradition that represents 
the transition from a student to a scientist,” Donaghy 
says. “We had been looking for a while to find something 
similar that would unify all students in the name of 
science, so we started the tradition of the coating 
ceremony at Oakleaf.”

More than 75 students attend the coating ceremonies  
to receive their own coats or support their peers. 

In addition to fashionable lab coats, being a member 
of the Plant Biotechnology Academy offers many career 
opportunities. 

“Students can earn their biotechnology certification to 
get career accreditation for classes taught in high school,” 
Donaghy says. “Students also have many networking 
opportunities to meet and talk with some of the leading 
colleges and businesses in the biotechnology industry. 
This is one of the most lasting effects of the academy and 
of the course succession.”

Parents of students, members of the community, colleges, 
businesses and beyond have come to recognize the Plant 
Biotechnology Academy’s professionalism and prestige. 
For its efforts, Oakleaf FFA was named the National FFA 
Model of Innovation winner in student development at 
the 87th National FFA Convention & Expo in 2014. The 
2014 National FFA Chapter Awards program is sponsored 
by John Deere as a special project of the National FFA 
Foundation.

With its emphasis on scientific exploration and career 
building, the academy prepares students for life beyond 
the walls of their high school.  

	 – Hannah Patterson

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
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Life Is a Journey, Not a Destination
Discover career-planning resources at FFA.org

all about FFA

Have you ever seen one of 
those “Salt Life” decals on 
someone’s car and thought, 

“I need one that says ‘FFA Life’?” 
After all, FFA has provided you  
with a place to belong, things to  
do and experiences you will  
never forget. 

But do you sometimes feel like you 
could be getting more out of FFA? Do 
you wonder how FFA is going to help 
you land your dream job as a crop 
researcher, nurse, firefighter 
or ____ (fill in the blank with 
your dream career)?

One of the first things you 
may have learned about FFA 
was the mission statement: 
FFA makes a positive 
difference in the lives of 
students by developing 
their potential for premier 
leadership, personal 
growth and career success through 
agricultural education. You know 
serving as an officer develops your 
leadership skills, meeting new 
people grows you as a person, and 
competing in a career development 
event can lead to career success. 

But what if you aren’t an officer? 
What if you don’t compete in a 
CDE? Are there other ways to 
grow besides meeting new people? 
Do you feel like you are not fully 
experiencing the FFA mission? Do 
you sometimes feel a little lost on 
this journey that is life?  

Well, you’re in luck! If you 
answered “yes” to any of these 
questions, it’s time for you to 
check out My Journey on FFA.
org. My Journey is your “go to” 
place to explore, build and connect 
to resources that will inspire and 
prepare you to be your best through 
premier leadership, personal growth 
and career success, while linking 

your current love of agriculture and 
FFA to your future career.

Explore
Perhaps you want to know what type 

of leader you are, or what supervised 
agricultural experiences other students 
are doing across the country. Maybe 
you just need some inspiration and 
guidance on what you want to do after 
graduation or what jobs match your 

interests and skills. If so, it’s time for 
you to explore your options. 

The Explore section of My Journey 
features videos, current event 
articles and personality quizzes you 
can use to discover how you can 
take advantage of your strengths 
and make the most of all the 
opportunities available to you. 

Build
Once you know who you are and 

what you are interested in, it is time to 
build your future. In the Build section 
of My Journey are tools to help you 
rock your next interview. The section 
also features a new Resume Generator 
that will walk you through the process 
of creating a resume. You no longer 
have to worry if you are including the 
right things or if you are formatting 
your resume correctly; the Resume 
Generator takes away the guesswork!  

The Build area also includes tools for 
chapter activity planning, recruitment, 

service projects and more. Check out 
the templates and guides available to 
help you create the best experience for 
your fellow members. 

Connect
After you have explored and built, 

the next step in your journey is to 
make the connection from your 
passions and interests to your future. 
Even an interest in computers or law 

can be tied to agriculture. 
Connect to opportunities 
outside of your chapter, 
town and state, and find 
available opportunities 
within FFA programs in 
the Connect section of My 
Journey. 

Find internships and 
careers in a wide variety 
of areas, from traditional 

agriculture to marketing, food science, 
power machines and more. Learn from 
and share your story with members 
thousands of miles away or just one 
town over. 

Some of the best experiences you 
will have are the ones you don’t even 
know exist right now, and the only 
way to learn about them is to look. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “Life is a 
journey, not a destination.” You have 
made FFA a part of your life and a 
part of your journey; now My Journey 
will make sure you have all you need 
to Explore, Build and Connect to the 
person you dream of being.

Development work of My Journey 
has been funded in part by the 
Cornerstone Sponsors – Cargill, CHS, 
Elanco, Kraft, RFD-TV, TransCanada, 
Tyson and Zoetis – and Pathway 
Sponsors – AgCareers.com, Cobb, 
Growth Energy, Monsanto, PNC 
Bank, Valent and Wilbur-Ellis.
	 – Haley Hampton

My Journey is your “go to” place 
to explore, build and connect to 
resources that will inspire and 

prepare you to be your best.

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
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Caitlin Lowe Herrington
North Carolina FFA alumna makes strides to combat global hunger

A s a researcher for HarvestPlus, Caitlin Lowe 
Herrington uses the information and skills she 
obtained in FFA on a daily basis.  

Herrington became interested in FFA after seeing 
her older brother, Justin, become involved in the 
organization and love it. 

“I saw the difference the organization made in him and 
also the many opportunities involved – the leadership 
growth, the conferences, conventions and competitions – 
and I wanted to experience it all for myself,” she says.

Herrington would later compete at the national level 
in the Floriculture and Farm Business Management 
career development events, as well as become the North 
Carolina FFA State President. 

“The organization taught me how to be a leader, to 
grow and continue pushing myself to the next level, to 
appreciate those around me, and how to effectively and 
efficiently work in various team settings,” Herrington says. 

Herrington works for HarvestPlus, a program run 
through the International Food Policy Research Center 
and the International Center for Tropical Agriculture 
that leads a global effort to improve nutrition and public 
health by developing and deploying biofortified crops, 
staple food crops that are rich in vitamins and minerals.

In her current position with the Impact Research 
Unit, Herrington travels to various countries and 
conducts studies around crop attributes to learn what 

characteristics farmers and consumers like and dislike, 
in new seed varieties. For the past year, Herrington has 
been working on an impact assessment for the country 
of Rwanda, located in Africa. Her responsibility for this 
study involves the surveying of approximately 20,000 
farming households and another 12,000 households 
throughout all bean-growing regions of the country. 

Herrington found her calling in the area of agricultural 
development after traveling to developing countries 
and working in agriculture. She says, “Somehow I fell in 
love with the different cultures and people, and working 
alongside them to better their lives; after all, people have the 
same basic needs no matter where we live. And there is so 
much potential for so many developing countries to become 
more food secure, decrease poverty and increase nutrition; 
how can one not help but want to work in this area!”

She encourages members to look beyond the typical 
agricultural careers and think outside the box about how 
to apply their skills, special gifts and talents. “While we 
need people working in production agriculture, there 
are so many necessary careers that revolve around 
industry, outside of production agriculture. We need 
bright, passionate, energetic young people in all of those 
careers,” Herrington says. “Remember, not everything 
will always fall immediately into place, so continue to 
work hard and do not give up on your passion.”

	 – Samantha Beard

Reconnect

Name: Caitlin Lowe Herrington

Home FFA Chapter: Eastern Randolph FFA

Years of FFA membership: 2003-2010

SAE: Greenhouse Management

offices held: Chapter Reporter, Chapter Vice 
President, Chapter President, Central Region 
Reporter, West Central Region President, North 
Carolina FFA State President 

http://www.ffanewhorizons.org
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FARMER
Lacey Knodle, a member of the Nokomis FFA 

Chapter, is the 2015 Star Farmer of Illinois. She is the 
daughter of Todd and Amy Knodle of Fillmore, IL.  
Her FFA advisor is Mr. Randy Meyer.

Having an SAE kept on her forage project has really 
corresponded pleasantly with Lacey’s beef project 
because the hay crop from the forage is fed to her cattle 
herd. Her SAE has taught her how to be a responsible, 
devoted, and accomplished individual.  

CONGRATULATIONS LACEY KNODLE! 
Star Farmer of Illinois

S TA R S  Over Illinois

AGRIBUSINESS
The 2015 State Star in Agribusiness is Ben Curtin, a 

member of the Taylorville FFA Chapter. He is the son of 
Steve and Susan Curtin of Stonington, IL. His advisors 
are Sue Schafer, Monty Elvidge and Stephanie Ruppert. 

Ben’s SAE is predominantly creating eye-catching, 
industrial furniture from purchased items that are 
otherwise unsalvageable materials. Although Ben builds 
mainly furniture, the scope of his SAE is not limited 

solely to furniture; he also designs and fabricates any 
steel product a customer may request. The scope  
of his business includes MIG welding, aluminum  
welding, plasma cutting, and sandblasting. 

CONGRATULATIONS BEN CURTIN! 
State Star in Agribusiness

2015 FFA Stars Over Illinois  
with Illinois Director of Agriculture Phil Nelson 
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AGRICULTURAL PLACEMENT
Alex Diekmann, a member of the Central Breese 

FFA Chapter, is the 2015 State Star in Agricultural 
Placement. He is the son of Dan and Angie Diekmann 
of Breese, IL. His FFA advisor is Mr. Rick Harre. 

Alex’s SAE is working for a local dairy farmer near 
St. Rose, IL. While working on the farm, he performs 
almost every job needed to produce milk from the 
herd. Some of the jobs include mixing rations and 

grinding feed, bedding cow barns, feeding calves, 
weaning calves, dehorning calves, putting production 
records and cow information in a computer, teaching 
new cows to use the robotic milker and doing 
maintenance on our VMS robotic milker. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS ALEX DIEKMANN! 
State Star in Agricultural Placement 

AGRISCIENCE
The 2015 State Star in Agriscience is Brooke 

Schafer from the Clifton Central FFA Chapter.  
She is the daughter of Dennis and Barb Schafer  
of Chebanse, IL. Her FFA advisors are Bill Bretzman 
and Brett Sorenson.

Through her plant systems SAE, Brooke has 
learned how to properly collect soil samples, perform 
soil and plant tissue tests, and set up an experiment. 

She has experimented with organic and inorganic 
vegetables, testing them for production and 
macronutrients. It has also given her the experience  
of effectively raising a garden, and she’s been able to 
gain sound business management practices.  

CONGRATULATIONS BROOKE SCHAFER! 
State Star in Agriscience
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                Meet Your 2015-16         Illinois FFA Officer Team

Kade T. Hill
Age: 18

Section: 17 – Chapter: Paxton-Buckley-Loda

Major: Agriculture Science Education

SAE: Small Animal Production & Care, Poultry  
Production, Outdoor Recreation, Agriculture Education

Favorite CDEs: Parliamentary Procedure, Public  
Speaking, Poultry Judging

Favorite Color: Orange & Blue (Fighting Illini)

Favorite Quote: “By failing to prepare, you are preparing 
to fail.” (Benjamin Franklin)

Favorite Animal: Rabbit

Favorite Hobby: Boating & Camping

Kolton Kimpling
Age: 18

Section: 7 – Chapter: Woodland

Declared Major: Agricultural Business

SAE: Grain Production Entrepreneurship & Placement

CDE: Land Use, Meats Judging & Dairy Products

Favorite Color: Orange

Favorite Quote: “Life is a garden, just dig it.” (Joe Dirt)

Favorite Animal: American Bison

Favorite Hobby: I enjoy working on the family farm. 
The fact that I can say I play a role in feeding the world 
makes it truly rewarding.

D 



                Meet Your 2015-16         Illinois FFA Officer Team

Jordan Johns
Age: 19

Section: 9 – Chapter: Pontiac

Declared Major: Agricultural Education

SAE: Swine Entrepreneurship

Favorite CDEs: Ag Communications, Public Speaking,  
Ag Sales

Favorite Color: Pink

Favorite Quote: “Enjoy the little things in life, for one 
day you’ll look back and realize they were the big things.” 

Favorite Animal: Dogs

Favorite Hobby: Playing sports

Connor Carmody
Age: 18

Chapter: Calhoun

Major: Plant Biotechnology & Molecular Biology

SAE: Cattle Entrepreneurship

CDE: Job Interview, Meats Evaluation,  
Parliamentary Procedure

Favorite Color: Orange & Blue

Favorite Quote: “Be alert, stand firm in the faith, be 
brave, be strong. Do all your work in love.”  
(1st Corinthians 16:13-14)

Favorite Animal: Emu

Favorite Hobby: Restoring my 1966 Ford Mustang. 
Bringing back something with so much history, and 
restoring it to its former glory is so neat to see!

Susie Thompson
Age: 19

Section: 6 – Chapter: Central-Burlington

Declared Major: Agriculture Education

SAE: Equine Entrepreneurship, Veterinary Science  
Placement, Agriculture Education Placement

Favorite CDE: Horse judging

Favorite Cereal: Coco Krispies

Favorite Color: Purple

Favorite Quote: “Anyone can find the dirt in someone; 
be the one that finds the gold.” (Author unknown)

Favorite Animal: Elephant

Favorite Hobby: Riding horses
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Kade Hill 

CAREER SHOW
What are you doing after high 

school? What do you want to be when 
you grow up? Are you going to college, 
or are you getting a full-time job? 
Many FFA members find answers  
to these questions at the Illinois FFA 
State Convention Career Show.  
The Career Show allows members  
to connect with colleges, businesses, 
and media that support agriculture. 
The career show is one of the many 
opportunities that FFA members have 
at convention to grow the skills 
necessary for their future. Personally, 
the career show has allowed me to 
stay connected with many of the 
people involved in agriculture. I know 
that when I walk through the show  
I can always expect to stop and talk  
to a friendly face. This aspect of 
convention has helped me make 
decisions that will greatly impact  
the rest of my life. The career show  
is one of the most valuable parts  
of convention because it allows  
FFA members to become connected  
to the agriculture industry.

Connor Carmody 

THE DANCE
The dance during State 

Convention is always a highlight for a 
lot of people. Getting the chance to 
break it down with all of your friends 
is always a great time. The dance is 
the perfect opportunity to find friends 
made throughout the year and hang 
out. I love going around talking  

to people while dancing at the same 
time! What two better things could 
you ask for? The FFA Dance is 
sponsored by the Illinois FFA Alumni 
and ice cream is provided by Prairie 
Farms Dairy.

Kolton Kimpling 

SLIDERS BASEBALL GAME
My favorite part of convention  

was the Slider’s game. It was a great 
opportunity to unwind during the 
action-packed week. The game was 
fun for everyone in attendance. 
Everyone enjoyed the opportunity  
to meet new friends and learn more 
about the game of baseball. What a 
great night it was for fellowship 
amongst FFA members. Illinois FFA 
members in attendance lined the ball 

field down the 1st and 3rd base line.  
It was a great sight to see. West 
Central FFA member Shawnee 
Hartman sang the National Anthem 
and Pittsfield FFA member Jess 

Heavner threw out the first pitch.

Susie Thompson 

TALENT SHOW
My favorite part of the 87th 

Illinois FFA State Convention was  
the talent show. This was a new 

addition to Wednesday 
night, and it was a 
HUGE hit! Many FFA 
members were  
able to showcase their 
talents up on stage, 
while a panel of judges 
determined the winner. 
I really enjoyed being 
able to cheer on the 
performers since I’m not exactly 
musically talented myself. Overall, 
state convention was an absolute 
blast, and the talent show addition 

made it even more memorable. 

Jordan Johns 

AWARD WINNERS
“And the winner is …” No doubt 

about it, state convention is a time  
for celebration and well-deserved 
recognition. From the Ag Business 
Management CDE-winning 
Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich to those 
Vet Science champions 
at Clifton-Central, 
Illinois will be sending 
21 career development 
event teams and three 
individuals to compete 
at National FFA 
Convention in 
Louisville, Kentucky 
this fall. Also joining 
those individuals on 
stage at state convention and tagging 
along at National Convention will be 
our 112 American Degree candidates. 
We can’t forget about our 424 State 
Degree recipients, those outstanding 
Chapter Presidents and Reporters,  
the talented scrapbookers from 
Nashville, and the Banker’s Plaque-
winning Pontiac FFA. Congratulations 
and thank you to all of those 
exemplary FFA members and chapters 
who graced us with their presence  
at the 87th Illinois Association FFA 
State Convention!

Convention Highlights
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2015 Illinois FFA State Convention
A picture’s worth a thousand words …

Continued >>
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2015 Illinois FFA State Convention
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D  Locally Grown, Locally Owned
Read about the Michigan Sugar Company and its 
important role in the overall economy.

F  Avian Influenza In Michigan 
Make yourself aware with the recent outbreak of 
avian influenza in Michigan.

H  It Takes A Village
Take a look at those influential individuals who
help to make Michigan FFA possible. 

J  The Roots Run Deep
Look at what the IQHub has to offer and 
schedule your visit now.

N  State Officer Stats
Check out what the 2015 - 2016  officers 
have in common with you.

L to R: Back row:  Andrea Williams , State Secretary; Kelly Elsass, Region II State Vice President; Tyra Jonas, State 
Reporter, Taylor Williams, Region I State Vice President; Holly Tait, Region III State Vice President; Maria Blough, 
Region V State Vice President; Front Row: Samantha Ludlam, State Vice President; Connor Ewald, State President; 

Daniel Flynn, State Treasurer; Lucas Wielfaert, State Sentinel; Morgan Stewart, Region VI State Vice President
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State Officer Excursions

As newly elected state officers we have quickly 
learned the importance  of effective time 
management. Apps like Google Calendar 
and other planning devices have helped us to 
schedule our year of service down to the day. 
Conferences, business and industry visits, 
contests, chapter blitzes, and convention 
are all penciled into our schedules. Our  
first few months of service were packed 
with awesome experiences  with members, 
FFA supporters, and  state officers from 
around the country.  Here is what our state 
officer team has been up to since March. 

Our first 
event was  
S m a l l 
A n i m a l s 
Day, in 
April on the 
campus of 
M i c h i g a n 
S t a t e 
University 
at the 

Livestock Pavilion. We worked to educate 
consumers on the importance of agriculture 
and expose young children to baby farm 
animals. We assisted in the “passport 
program” which challenged the participants  
to learn more about what Michigan agriculture 
has to offer. Then just a week later, over 
2,000 FFA members attended Spring  Skills 
Contests. While some of our team competed, 
the rest of us assisted in running contests 
and observed how talented our members are. 

We kicked off the summer with the Blast- 
Off training conference. It was June 15 
– 17 in East Lansing, Michigan; we were 
trained by former Michigan FFA State 
President and National Eastern Region 

Vice President, Tiffany Rogers. We focused 
on personal development, owning our 
strengths and improving our weaknesses 
to prepare us to serve you, the 6,838 
members of the Michigan FFA Association.    

Shortly after Blast-Off, our team attended 
the next conference in Lexington, Kentucky.  
The National Leadership Conference for 
State Officers (NLCSO) is rotated between 
different states each year. This year, state 
officer teams from Michigan, Indiana, 
Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee, and 
Georgia were in attendance.  This was a 
great time for team bonding and learning  
workshop facilitation skills, which were 
utilized in July at the State Leadership 
Conference for Chapter Officers (SLCCO).

At SLCCO, State Officers were assigned into 
groups and facilitated their own workshops 
to help chapter officers learn the skills and 
gain the tools they need to be successful in 
their own chapters. The state officer team this 
year not only strived to teach chapter officers 
the essential elements of being an officer, but 
also how to recruit seventh grade members 
and how to have FFA completors, effective 
communication, and how to effectively run 
chapter and officer meetings. Our team’s 
favorite part of SLCCO was getting to meet 
chapter officers from across the state and 
learning about their goals and aspirations 
in this great organization. Lastly, we 
unveiled our theme for the year, “Aim to Be.”

Now, school is back in session and the 
state officer team is busy adjusting to 
an even busier schedule. We’re looking 
forward to scheduling chapter visits 
later this fall to spend more time with 
members and learn how you “Aim to Be.”

By: Samantha Ludlam
        State Vice President	
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Locally Grown, Locally Owned 

The Michigan Sugar Company 
is a very well-known company 
across the State of Michigan. 
The company has four factories, 
located in Bay City, Sebewaing, 
Caro, and Croswell, with multiple 
receiving stations across the 
growing area and a storage facility 
in Fremont, Ohio. The state’s first 
beet sugar campaign took place in 
1898. There were 32,047 tons of 
sugarbeets harvested from 3,103 
acres. The company and industry 
began to grow and many factories were built 
during the 1900s. Michigan Sugar is home to 
the oldest working factory in the United States, 
built in 1889 and located in Caro, Michigan. 
In 2002 the Michigan Sugar Company 
formed a cooperative and became grower 
owned. With more than 900 farmers growing 
sugarbeets on over 160,000 acres of land in 
the Great Lakes Bay region, including 10,000 
acres in Canada, the growers of the Michigan 
Sugar Company are very proud to call this 
factory their own. Their products are “Locally 
Grown and Locally Owned” a recognizable 
advertising campaign that stirs up pride in 
many members of the sugar beet community. 

As a member of a small town community 
located around the company, I saw from 
a young age how important the sugar 
industry is to the local and state economy. 
The company has 1,600 seasonal employees 
and 700 year-round employees. People can 
work, earn incomes, and spend their money 
locally which stimulates the local economy. 
Without our local factories, Michigan Sugar 
employees wouldn’t be able to work locally.
	

Local youth are able to  participate in the 
Michigan Sugarbeet youth project, which 
allows students to grow an acre of sugar 
beets each year, complete a record book, 
take a test and interview about the crop. At 
the end of each growing season a banquet 
is held and students are recognized based 
on their performance on their interview and 
test. This project allows students to become 
more educated about the industry and build 
connections with other young sugarbeet 
growers. This project was also a main focus of 
my supervised agricultural experience during 
my FFA career. Now as a student at Michigan 
State University studying agronomy, I am 
currently interning with the company in the 
research department, working with many 
plots ranging from fertilizer rate plots to 
weed trials to Cercospora leafspot trials. The 
company also offers a Young Farmer Program 
that encourages young farmers to grow their 
farm operations and network. The opportunities 
in agriculture for young adults are  endless.	

We can also see the impact that sugarbeet 
farmers have on our country as a whole. The 
sugar industry is made up of sugarbeets and 
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By: Erica Gremel
       Michigan Sugar Company Intern
      2014 Michigan Sugar Queen 1st Attendant

sugarcane, but 54 percent of sugar is extracted 
from sugarbeets. Some people may never see a 
sugarbeet in their life time, but nearly every day 
are going to eat the by-products of the crop. On 
average an American consumes 44 pounds of 
sugar every year. Even without living in a sugar 
production community, we all support the 
sugar industry with our daily dietary choices.  
	
The sugar industry has created 99,000 full 
time direct and indirect jobs in 22 states. 
Sugarbeets are grown in 11 states and 25 
different factories that all work together 

to process 1.1 million acres of sugarbeets.
In 2014, the Michigan Sugar company 
received 4.72 million tons setting a company 
record of 29.63 tons per acre as the  average 
yield. Just 10 years ago, the company took 
in approximately 3.5 million tons on a year, 
with an average yield of 21.13 tons per acre. 
That’s an increase of 1.2 million tons sliced 
annually by the Michigan Sugar Company, 
with an increase of 8.5 tons per acre that 
growers are harvesting. New technology and 
research that is being conducted daily, such 
as new and improved seed varieties and disease 
and weed control, means we will continue to see 
an increase in the crop each year. Good   luck   
to all   growers   in   the   2015   harvest   season!

The Michigan Sugar Festival

Sebewaing has been the home of the Michigan 
Sugar Festival for 51 years. The festival is 
held each year, on the third weekend of June. 
This brings many people of all ages to the 
Village of Sebewaing. Many memories have 
been made and it is an annual highlight for 
this little town. Also, Sebewaing is home to 
the Michigan Sugar Queen and her court. 
The queen travels to many different towns, 
promoting our industry and making many 
people aware of what is happening at Michigan 
Sugar. I had the opportunity to represent 
the company this past year as the Michigan 
Sugar Queen 1st attendant. During my reign 
I made approximately 25 appearances across 
the state, including a parade on Mackinaw 
Island and in Traverse City for the National 
Cherry Festival. This is a great opportunity 
for girls that live in a sugarbeet growing 
county in Michigan, between the ages of 
18 and 23. For more information, log on to 
https://www.michigansugar.com 
community/sugar-queen/

https://www.michigansugar.comcommunity/sugar-queen/
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Avian Influenza In Michigan 

Michigan confirms first cases of highly 
pathogenic avian influenza in

free-ranging geese in Michigan

Three goslings in Macomb County
 test positive. 

	 The Michigan departments of Natural 
Resources (DNR) and Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MDARD) today announced 
the state’s first confirmed cases of highly 
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) H5N2 
in the state. The disease was found in free-
ranging Canada geese in Macomb County. 
Avian influenza is a virus that can infect 
both free-ranging and domestic poultry 
such as chickens, turkeys, quail and geese.

Three goslings collected last week in Sterling 
Heights were delivered to the DNR’s Wildlife 
Disease Laboratory for necropsy. Initial testing 
was performed at Michigan State University’s 
Diagnostic Center for Population and Animal 
Health in Lansing. These tests were positive 
and the samples were forwarded to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Veterinary Services Lab in Ames, Iowa, for 
final confirmation. MDARD and the DNR 
received confirmation Saturday, June 6, 
that the goslings were infected with highly 
pathogenic avian influenza, subtype H5N2.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention considers the risk to people from 
these HPAI viruses to be low. To date, no 
human HPAI infections have been detected in 
the United States. Avian influenza is not a food 
safety concern and no birds or bird products 
infected with HPAI will enter the food chain. 
Michigan is the 21st state to report a case of 

HPAI since December 2014. In the other 20 
states, the virus has been found in captive 
wild birds or free-ranging birds, backyard 
flocks, and commercial flocks. Michigan also 
becomes the 6th state to detect in wild or free-
ranging birds only. To date, there are 226 
detections of HPAI across the country (affecting 
approximately 50 million birds), with Iowa 
and Minnesota experiencing the most cases. 

“While this is disappointing news that the 
H5N2 virus has been found in Michigan’s free-
ranging bird population, it was not unexpected 
given avian influenza has been found in a 
number of our neighboring states and Ontario,” 
said MDARD Director Jamie Clover Adams. 

Clover Adams stressed that avian influenza 
has not been identified in Michigan’s domestic 
poultry flocks. “MDARD will continue to 
work hand-in-hand with our backyard and 
commercial poultry farmers to conduct 
surveillance testing and provide education 
along with Michigan State University’s 
Extension on implementing and stepping up 
on-farm biosecurity practices to protect the 
health of Michigan’s domestic poultry,” she said. 

Keith Creagh, DNR director, said the state’s chief 
focus now is preventing the disease’s spread in 
wildlife and its transmission to domestic poultry. 

“This confirmed positive finding of highly 
pathogenic avian influenza prompts several 
steps that are informed by Michigan’s 
Surveillance and Response Plan for HPAI 
in free-ranging wildlife,” said Creagh. “The 
DNR and MDARD are working with other 
experts and taking advantage of every available 
resource to ensure a swift, appropriate 
response that limits the spread of HPAI.” 
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By: Jennifer Holton
        Michigan Department of Agriculture         
        and Rural Development

The state’s 
wildlife HPAI 
plan was 
developed by 
DNR’s Wildlife 
Division in 2006. 
The DNR already 
practices regular 
examination of 
carcasses from 
mortality events 
affecting birds 
and samples 
live-caught and 

hunter-harvested wild birds.

Guided by the wildlife HPAI plan, the DNR will: 

•Create an avian influenza (AI) Core Area, a 10-
mile radius around the confirmed positive cases. 

•Create an AI Management Zone, including 
any counties that touch the AI Core Area. In 
this case, the AI Management Zone will include 
Macomb and Oakland counties. 

•Change goose relocation activities. The DNR 
routinely relocates nuisance geese in southeast 
Michigan to other parts of the state. The AI 
Management Zone will be under quarantine 
and roundup/relocation within these counties 
will be prohibited, except for the purpose of 
additional testing. 

•Continue goose roundup and relocation efforts 
in the rest of the state.

•Change goose relocation drop-off sites so none 
are within a 10-mile radius of a commercial 
poultry facility in Michigan
.
•Heighten AI surveillance in the two-county AI 
Management Zone.

•Increase biosecurity measures for contractors 
who relocate geese and anybody handling geese, 
as well as for waterfowl banders.

•Continue statewide AI surveillance, which 
includes responding to suspicious dead animals, 
conduct sample testing of geese being relocated, 
banding ducks and geese, and testing hunter-
harvested waterfowl.

With this type of highly pathogenic avian 
influenza, there may be an absence of many 
of the routine signs of illness in domestic 
poultry. Sudden death and high death losses 
are major indicators of HPAI. However, sick 
birds may experience neurological signs; 
difficulty walking; lack of appetite, energy or 
vocalization; significant drop in egg production; 
swollen combs, wattles, legs or head; diarrhea; 
or nasal discharge, sneezing or coughing. 

Wild birds commonly have avian influenza 
and sometimes spread it to domestic birds 
through direct or indirect transmission. 
Ducks and geese are considered carriers; 
however, geese generally do not pass it on. 

MDARD, the DNR, the Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services, the U.S. 
Departments of Agriculture, Veterinary Services 
(USDA, VS) and Wildlife Services (USDA, 
WS) and Michigan State University (MSU) are 
working together to conduct avian influenza 
surveillance and to monitor health of poultry, 
livestock, wildlife and residents in Michigan. 
Residents who notice the death loss of three 
or more free-ranging birds should report it to 
DNR at 517-336-5030. If your domestic flock 
is experiencing severe illness or multiple death 
losses, contact MDARD at 800-292-3939 or 
for after-hours emergencies call 517-373-0440. 

For more information, go to www.michigan.
gov/avianinfluenza or www.michigan.gov/
aviandiseases. 

http://www.michigan.gov/avianinfluenza or www.michigan.gov/aviandiseases
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Familiar Faces Supporting the Blue and Gold Behind the Scenes

It Takes A Village

Many know the old saying, “It takes a 
village to raise a child.” Yet, for the over 
6,000 Michigan FFA members, it takes 
a fully-vested army of passionate past 
members, local sponsors and corporate 
donors to support the organization’s 
mission of premier leadership, 
personal growth and career success.
 
From public speakers to student 
entrepreneurs, new greenhands to chapter 
officers, behind every member, contest, 
program and chapter stands a group of 
trusted supporters. And those supporters 
span far beyond well-known corporate 
brands like Ford, Dodge and Syngenta.

Troy Bancroft, co-founder, president and 
CEO of Agro-Culture Liquid Fertilizers, is 
one of these behind-the-scenes supporters 
who has seen the FFA difference firsthand, 
not as a member but as an employer, 
passionate about the future of his 
business and the agriculture industry. 

“Our company has contributed to 4-H for 
decades, but it wasn’t until I saw state FFA 
officers in action at an event in 2011 that 
the light bulb came on,” Bancroft explains. 
“Once I witnessed what FFA was doing to 
equip members with leadership, public 
speaking and parliamentary procedure 
skills, and offering contests that provide and 
promote experience in agriculture, I realized 
AgroLiquid was missing an opportunity.”

An opportunity his company and family 
has embraced with open arms ever since.

Starting with the family business, Bancroft 
began supporting the Michigan FFA 
State Convention and crop-related career 
development events. He didn’t stop there. 
With help and support from his wife, Jill, 
and their three adult sons, also involved 
in the business, the Bancroft Family FFA 
Endowment was created in 2013. The fund 
helps cover the Michigan FFA Association’s 
operating costs as well as agriculture-
related field trip grants for FFA chapters.

Bancroft continues to find unique ways 
to further contribute to FFA, serving on 
the executive committee of the Michigan 
FFA Foundation and as an active 
spokesperson. Whether leading a meeting 
with employees or speaking at a community 
event, he’s famous for incorporating 
the first few lines of the FFA Creed.

“The future of the Michigan FFA lies in 
the hearts of individuals who believe in 
the organization, its mission and what 
it can do for students. Troy Bancroft is a 



I

is one of a select few associations that 
not only teaches these skills, but gives 
students real-world opportunities to try 
them on,” Bancroft explains. “Many hold 
back from supporting causes like FFA 
because they don’t think they can afford 
it. In my mind, we can’t afford not to.”

From multi-million dollar corporate 
sponsors to individuals with a consistent 
$100 annual pledge, past members 
and current supporters can all make a 
difference in the lives of FFA members. 
In the end, impact isn’t measured by the 
number of zeros on a check. All it takes is 
one person donating their time as a judge, 
their talents as a mentor or their treasure 
by purchasing an ag heritage license plate 
to change a student’s life for the better.

The Michigan FFA 
Foundation is the 
fundraising arm 
for the Michigan 
FFA Association. 
It supports annual 
FFA programs 
by seeking funds 
from individuals, 
b u s i n e s s e s 
and industry. 

If you’re interested in investing in the 
future of agriculture and our nation’s 
youth, contact Michigan FFA Foundation 
Director Ramey Lunceford (luncefo1@
msu.edu or 517-432-2482). The Michigan 
FFA Foundation can help you explore 
opportunities to keep the FFA legacy alive 
and growing for generations to come.  

supporter who has given not only of 
his treasures, but time and talents as a 
volunteer and advocate,” Michigan FFA 
Foundation Director Ramey Lunceford 
elaborates. “And what’s more, Troy’s choice 
to create an endowment means his gift 
will continue to give back to the FFA for 
generations. He’s leaving a legacy today 
by investing in thousands of students 
wearing those blue corduroy jackets.”

A big-picture thinker, Bancroft rallies behind 
the idea that FFA is not only a training 
ground for those going back to the farm, but 
an educational platform building the next 
generation of agricultural advocates and 
informed consumers. He sees his FFA 
contributions as an imperative investment, 
more than an obligatory expenditure. 

“When people can effectively communicate 
for a cause, intelligently articulate their 
position to a group of people or move 
items of business along in a board meeting, 
that eloquence and poise builds students’ 
potential to positively influence others 
and contributes to our industry. FFA 
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Using five-gallon buckets to mix fertilizer, 

father and son-in-law team Douglas Cook and 

Troy Bancroft began a business in the early 1980s.  

In 1983, the two men, along with their wives, 

incorporated Agro-Culture Liquid Fertilizers.  

From the beginning, AgroLiquid has attributed its 

success to being a family-run business and they 

continue to stand true to that today.  With strong 

family ties and a goal of prospering the farmer while 

safeguarding the environment, AgroLiquid has 

experienced exceptional growth through the years.  

With this growth came a demand for a new 

headquarters building, and planning began.  

When designing the new world headquarters for 

AgroLiquid, it only seemed right to have an area 

designated to display the Bancrofts’ collection 

of antique tractors.  As the planning process 

continued, a new vision for community outreach 

and agriculture education began to form for 

Bancroft.  “We wanted to do something to give 

back,” he explained, and by designating 25% of 

the new building to this vision, the IQhub was 

born.  What began with the idea of an antique 

tractor display at AgroLiquid’s headquarters 

became an agriculture education learning facility.

The IQhub is filled with educational and 

interactive exhibits for visitors. When traveling 

through the IQhub, visitors are engaged and 

informed about the advancement of agriculture; 

from the time before Pilgrims  set foot in the 

Americas to modern day practices and where we 

need to go in the future to meet the needs of a 

growing population.  The space is complemented 

by a Kids’ Korner where even the youngest guests 

can learn about where their food comes from.  

With an emphasis on educating children, the IQhub 

has something for both the young and young at 

heart.  It is important for the public to understand 

the importance of meeting food supply challenges 

in the future.  Since opening in September 2014, 

the IQhub has welcomed over 9,000 visitors 

and has hosted 76 group tours and events.  

Visiting groups have ranged from high school 

chemistry classes, to Cub Scout troops, to a group 

from the Department of Environmental Quality 

and everything in between.  IQhub staff is excited 

and proud to welcome each of these groups and 

continue to offer an array of programming to meet 

the needs of each group’s diverse background.  

Programs vary from ‘Field to Fork’ demonstrations, 

soil chemistry workshops and ‘Field to Fitness’ 

focusing on how agriculture relates to nutrition.  

The response has been positive and new lesson 

plans and curriculums are continually developed.

The Roots Run Deep 
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As a former educator, AgroLiquid Outreach and 

Education Director, Burt Henry, is aware of the limited 

resources and funding available for teachers.  In an 

effort to make trips to the IQhub more affordable, a 

transportation grant has been developed to provide 

financial relief for schools visiting the IQhub.  With 

astonishing support from many agribusinesses, 

commodity groups, individual sponsors, and Agro-

Culture Liquid Fertilizers, the grant has enabled 

more than 2,000 students to visit the IQhub. 

In May 2015, the IQhub introduced the ‘Tractor 

Simulator’ exhibit.  The simulator completes the 

27 interactive exhibits in the IQhub.  The simulator 

is part of a full-circle activity that incorporates 

soil testing information, the ‘Tractor Simulator’ 

and general accounting skills.  During the activity 

participants will get a better grasp of how different 

factors and technologies influence agriculture daily. 

Participants gain agriculture awareness, leadership, 

and life skills that will help them into the future.  

Stop in and enjoy your journey as you learn how 

cumbersome agriculture was in the past, how 

scientific it is today and where it is going in the 

future.  Bancroft invites you to the IQhub to “learn 

how food from the farm gets to your table, and learn 

how United States farmers will be challenged to feed 

the over 9 billion people in the year 2050.”  At the 

conclusion of their visit, Bancroft challenges visitors,  

“to share what you learned about how farmers 

and ranchers feed the world,” and invite others to 

take a journey through agriculture at the IQhub.  

Located on M-21 just west of St. Johns, Michigan, 

the 9,500 square foot agriculture education center 

is the perfect venue to broaden an agriculture 

knowledge base.  Normal business hours are 9 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday and 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday. Admission is free.

Scheduling for the 2015-2016 school year is 

underway; don’t miss the chance to visit the 

IQhub! Grant application and guidelines, along 

with reservation information are available 

online.  For more information or to schedule 

a visit call 989-227-3887, email iqhub@

agroliquid.com or visit agroliquid.com/iqhub/.  

By:  Rebecca Gulliver
         Agro-Culture Liquid Fertilizers 
         IQHub Outreach and Education Intern

http://www.agroliquid.com/iqhub/
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State Officer Stats 

Andrea Williams
State Secretary

Chapter:  Ogemaw Heights

College:  Lansing Community College 

SAE:  Beef Production 	       
  
Theme song:  “Life’s A Dance”		

Sport:  Volleyball	

Musician:  George Strait

T.V. show:  Gilmore Girls	

Movie:  Fast and Furious          	

Candy:	 Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups

Favorites:

Morgan Stewart
Region VI State Vice President

Chapter: Lowell

College:   Lansing Community College

SAE:  Beef Production 
  
Theme song:  “Can’t Hold Us”

Quote: “Don’t just exist, live!”          	  

Movie:  Phantom of the Opera         

T.V. show:  Mysteries at the Museum

Homemade meal: Lasagna 

Candy:	 Hershey’s Chocolate	

Favorites:Maria Blough
Region V State Vice President

Chapter:  Alcona 

College:  Central Michigan University
 
SAE:  Small Animal Production  	
	
Theme song:  “Hold On”	  	

Sport:	 Competitive Swimming	

Movie:  The Breakfast Club	

T.V. show:  Dancing with the Stars	

Meal:  Polish Pierogies	

Candy:	 Gobstoppers	

Favorites:



Quote: “Don’t just exist, live!”          	  

Movie:  Phantom of the Opera         

T.V. show:  Mysteries at the Museum

Homemade meal: Lasagna 

Candy:	 Hershey’s Chocolate	

http://www.iat.msu.edu


http://www.canr.msu.edu/majors
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State-winning SAE ignites desire to help others
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Carrollton FFA member Shelby 
Brunscher hopes to create 
sustainability practices through 
her agriscience SAE that could 
eventually improve the lives of 
others.  

FINDING RENEWABLE ENERGY 
BY ALISON BOS

“My SAE has helped open my eyes to the needs of 
those around me,” explains Shelby Brunscher, 

winner of the 2015 Missouri FFA Agriscience 
Research-Integrated Systems Proficiency Award. 

Brunscher, a member of the Carrollton Area Career 
Center FFA chapter, now is driven to help those in 

need through creating sustainability practices that 
could potentially improve aspects of people’s lives. 

“I am very grateful to have received the state 
proficiency award,” Brunscher says. “It means that the 
hours of hard work put in by me and my partner have 
finally paid off. To achieve the national proficiency 
would be an even greater honor.” 

Brunscher began her SAE by researching renewable 
energy sources with her partner, Linda Pepper. They 
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BY ADAM KIRBY
STATE FFA PRESIDENT

THE PRESIDENT’S POST
Embrace your fears

Scared. Nervous. Confused. 
These are the first thoughts that 

entered my mind the very first day 
I entered the agriculture education 
building at Trenton High School. I 
really had no idea why I was there. 
I had no interest in FFA because I 
didn’t even know what it was. 

Since I lived on a farm, I thought 
this class was a requirement, and as 
a result, I reluctantly put it into my 
schedule. So there I was, the quiet 
kid that transferred in freshman year 
from one of the rural out-skirting 
towns, walking into a class where 
I didn’t know a single soul. I was 
beyond scared. I honestly thought I 
could drop dead at any minute. I was 
so nervous for what was to come. I 
soon came to find out, though, that 
everyone in the class was extremely 
nice. Little did I know, these same 
people would become some of my 
very best friends as high school 
progressed. Even better, I actually 
began to like the topics we were 
covering in the class. 

As the days turned to weeks, and 
the weeks later to months, the time 
rolled around for public speaking 
contests and career development 
events (CDE). You know what, 
though? I was too scared to do a 

speech, or even join a contest, so 
I didn’t. Looking back now, I wish 
that I would have used that fear to 
my advantage. I wished I would have 
faced that fear and made a speech or 
joined a team.

The following year, when I was a 
sophomore, I decided that I was 
going to do every single event that I 
possibly could that year. Honestly, I 
loved every minute of it. I qualified 
for state in public speaking. I went 
to state in my CDE, and I had fun! I 
used that previous fear to propel me 
forward not only in these events, but 
also in FFA as a whole. I became a 
chapter officer, then an area officer 
and now a state officer. If you would 
have told me freshman year that this 
was true, I would have immediately 
thought you were lying. 

2015-16 State FFA Officers
Area		 Officer
 1		  Maggie Voisard 		
	 		  Mid-Buchanan

 2		  Adam Kirby-President	
			   Trenton

 3 		  Hadley Williams		
			   Green City

 4		  Alex Stichnote - Secretary	
			   Ashland

 5		  Brandelyn Martin-1st V.P.	
			   Silex

 6		  Austin Boland 		
			   Sweet Springs

 7		  Rylee Streit 		
			   Holden

 8		  Jacob Hoellering		
			   California

 9		  Ty Whittaker	   	
			   Miller

10		  Tanner Koenig		
			   Wheatland

11		  Maura Butler		
			   Seneca

12		  Clay Smith		
			   Mansfield

13		  Hunter Corman		
			   Willow Springs

14		  Braxton Hoemann		
			   Union

15		  Alexa Nordwald		
			   East Prairie

16		  Morgan Taylor
			   Doniphan

   		  Cole Edwards - Past Pres.	
		   	 Sweet Springs

CONTINUED ON PAGE E
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2015-2016 Missouri FFA Officers
Who’s who on this year’s team

Front Row L-R
RYLEE STREIT
	 V.P., Area 7 • Holden

MORGAN TAYLOR	
	 V.P., Area 16 • Doniphan

ALEXA NORDWALD
	 V.P., Area 15 • East Prairie

JACOB HOELLERING
	 V.P., Area 8 • California 

BRAXTON HOEMANN	
	 V.P., Area 14 • Union 

MAURA BUTLER
	 V.P., Area 11 • Seneca

Middle Row L-R
AUSTIN BOLAND
	 V.P., Area 6 • Sweet Springs

HADLEY WILLIAMS
	 V.P., Area 3 • Green City

ALEX STICHNOTE
	 Secretary • Ashland

 MAGGIE VOISARD
	 V.P., Area 1 • Mid-Buchanan 

BRANDELYN MARTIN
	 1st V.P. • Silex

TY WHITTAKER
	 V.P., Area 9 • Miller

Back Row L-R
ADAM KIRBY
	 President • Trenton

COLE EDWARDS
	 Past President • Salisbury

 HUNTER CORMAN
	 V.P., Area 13 • Willow Springs

TANNER KOENIG
	 V.P., Area 10 • Wheatland

CLAY SMITH
	 V.P., Area 12 • Mansfield
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Hard Work Pays
Continued from Page A

Shelby Brunscher created 
a wind-powered irrigation 
system, earning her Grand 
Champion honors at the Mis-
souri State Fair Agriscience 
Fair. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
wanted to determine if a wind 
energy source could be built to 
move water from one source to 
another. The two collaborated to 
create a wind-powered irrigation 
system that could remove water 
with limitations. This project 
earned Grand Champion honors at 
Missouri State Fair’s Agriscience 
Fair and second place at the state 
Agriscience fair. 

In 2013, Brunscher and Pepper 
created a water purification system 
using solar energy and a bio filter. 
The purification system was built 
to remove impurities from water 
and when tested, showed that some 
improvements were made to make 
the water acceptable for human 
use. They won first at state, were 
selected as the Grand Champion 
Missouri State Agriscience Fair 
project and placed third at the 
National Agriscience Fair. 

The following year, the water 
purification was extended to 
determine if improvements on the 

design would increase the water 
supply being purified, as well 
as seeing if water became more 
accessible. They placed second at 
the Missouri State Agriscience Fair 
with this particular project. 

Carrollton FFA Advisor Brooke 
Swindler says Brunscher and her 
partner were able to take what they 

learned through videos and articles 
to design their own purification 
systems. Plus, they cultivated 
their own skills such as drafting, 
designing, innovation and problem 
solving. She also pointed out that 
even though Brunscher and her 
partner had success with their 
projects, their first attempts in 
building both systems did not 
work.

“Through trial and error, they were 
able to identify problems and find 
solutions to make the systems 

Carollton FFA’s Shelby 
Brunscher says her work in 
agriscience helped form skills 
in drafting, designing, inno-
vation and problem solving.
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The point is, we must learn to 
embrace our fears and push forward 
with all we have. If not, we will never 
reach our full potential. No matter if 
you’re scared, nervous, or confused, 
use this to your advantage and keep 
going. After all, that’s what FFA is 
all about. Together we can do what 
we imagine in our dreams, and we 
become the very best person that we 
can be. So, I challenge you to stand 
up to your fears and overcome them. 
By doing so, you will continue to 
better yourself in everything that you 
do. No matter if it’s your first day or 
your last, walk into that agriculture 
education classroom and face every 
fear. In all reality, we have nothing 
to fear except for fear itself. 

PRESIDENT’S POST
FROM PAGE B

better functioning,” Swindler says. 
“This is important for all FFA 
members to know that failure is 
not defeat, but instead a lesson on 
problem solving.”

According to Brunscher, her SAE 
has also made her realize the 
importance of research. In fact, her 
realization of opposition sparked 
an interest in agriscience research.

“Research is a crucial step in 
overcoming any problem,” she 
notes. “Being able to solve problems 
and help people is very important 
to me, and I have realized that this 
is not possible without first doing 
ample research.” 

Brunscher advises FFA members 
to combine their SAE with 
something they are interested 
in. She recommends members 
to involve research in their SAE 
because the skills obtained through 
researching will be beneficial for 
future endeavors. In addition, she 
encourages everyone to help those 
in need whenever possible whether 
it is through FFA or an outside 
source.

“Any effort, big or small, can make 
a difference,” Brunscher says. 

Brunscher plans to attend Missouri 
State University and pursue a 
degree in global studies. She hopes 
to eventually complete volunteer 
work in a foreign country. 

HARD WORK PAYS
FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

http://www.nwmissouri.edu/ag
http://www.sydenstrickers.com
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State Officer Q&A
Who’s that underneath the blue corduroy?

FFA Chapter: Sweet Springs

College/Major: Agriculture 
Economics

SAE: Diversified  crop and swine 
production

Why did you want to be a 
Missouri FFA officer?
I wanted to give back to the 
Missouri FFA Association for all 
the benefits I have reaped over my 
four years of high school.

Who is your hero and why?
My hero is Chris Kyle because 
of the tremendous qualities he 
possessed. He was extremely 
dedicated to his country and 
family. He did everything he could 
to protect both, and I believe this 
very admirable. 

What are your plans for the 
future?
I am attending the University of 
Missouri-Columbia this fall to 
obtain a degree in Agricultural 
Economics. Following graduation, 

I plan to pursue a career in ag 
policy or the legislature.

What is something unique or 
interesting that few people 
know about you? 
Something interesting about me 
is that I have the opportunity to 
exhibit hogs at shows all across 
the nation such as in Louisville, 
Des Moines, Springfield and many 
more cities!

Advice to FFA Members:
My advice to FFA Members is to, 
“Go All Out.” This was the theme 
from last year’s National FFA 
Convention. I want members to be 
as active in the FFA as possible and 
work extremely hard at everything 
they participate in to make sure 
they are getting the most out of this 
organization. 

AUSTIN BOLAND
State Vice President, Area 6

ALEXA NORDWALD
State Vice President, Area 15

FFA Chapter: East Prairie

College/Major: University of 
Missouri – Columbia, Science and 
Agricultural Journalism

SAE: Food preparation. My 
family owns The Prairie Queen 
Restaurant and Ice Cream Parlor.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

http://ag.missouristate.edu
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State Officer Q&A
Who’s that underneath the blue corduroy?

Who is your hero and why?
My hero is King David from the 
Bible. You may know him better 
from the story of David and Goliath. 
David trusted in God even when he 
had every reason to be afraid and 
give up. Although many people 
doubted David, his strength in his 
faith allowed him to be successful 
and to help an entire country. 

What are your future plans? 
My plans for the future include 
graduating from the University 
of Missouri-Columbia with a 
degree in Science and Agricultural 
Journalism. I hope to someday 
work in public relations or 
strategic marketing, and ultimately 
want to be able to contribute to the 
agricultural industry through my 
communication skills. 

Advice to FFA Members: 
Take advantage of the time you 
have in FFA during high school. 
I can’t tell you how much I wish 
I hadn’t cared what other people 
were thinking when I was a 
Greenhand. Remember, if you’re 
having fun, that’s all that matters! 
In a couple of years everyone will 
be wishing that they’d had the 
courage to jump out on the dance 
floor like you did. 

FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Name: Tanner Koenig

FFA Chapter: Wheatland

College/Major: College of the 
Ozarks / Agricultural Education

SAE: I have a diversified SAE 
project. In agricultural services, I 
work at a bank. I also live and work 

on our family beef farm where I 
help raise Angus cattle. In my free 
time, I operate my own custom 
woodworking business.

Why did you want to become a 
Missouri FFA officer? 
Part of my motivation was paying 
it forward. I wanted to give back 
to the organization that has given 

me so much. Another reason 
is because I plan to become an 
agriculture teacher. Being a state 
officer will give me many chances 
to network and meet teachers from 
all across the state. I will also gain 
valuable knowledge, skills and 
experiences that I will be able to 
pass on to my students.    

Advice to FFA Members: 
Take advantage of every 
opportunity that you can, and don’t 
be afraid to step outside of your 
comfort zone. I have missed out on 
several potentially life-changing 
opportunities during my FFA 
career just because I was scared of 
failing. Give everything you do 110 
percent, and I know that when you 
reflect on your time in the corduroy 
jacket, you won’t have any regrets.  

TANNER KOENIG
State Vice President, Area 10

http://www.asgrow.com
http://www.dekalb.com
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In Their Words
Up close with your Missouri State FFA Officers

ALEX STICHNOTE

CLAY SMITH

ALEX STICHNOTE
State Secretary

CLAY SMITH
State Vice President, Area 12

When I was a freshman in high 
school, I played soccer for 

our school team. I had not played 
soccer since third grade, but in 
middle school I lost a bet with my 
writing teacher, who was also the 
high school soccer coach, and I had 
to promise to play for one year. 

As the first day of practice rolled 
around, I began to feel more 
and more nervous because I was 
afraid that I would be so bad that 
the other girls would tease me or 
get mad at me. However, the first 
day of practice was unlike any 
other sports practice I had ever 
experienced. Even before the coach 
arrived, the senior players outlined 
for us the rules and worked with us 
to set goals for our team. 

As practice got up and running, there 
were cheers of encouragement, lots 
of clapping and a plethora of high 
fives — even when we were doing 
our conditioning! The first practice 
set the tone for the rest of the year. 
Whether we were practicing in the 
snow or the mud, riding on the 

bus for two hours to get to a game, 
or stopping at Taco Bell on the 
way home from a victory, I loved 
spending every single second with 
my team and the memories and 
friendships I made in that season 
will stay with me forever. 

Even though I was not really 
prepared to play soccer that year, 
I am glad that I did. It showed 
me the benefits of having a strong 
bond with my teammates and, 
more importantly, being a positive 
role model on a team. We have 
the opportunity to work on many 
teams through our lives. Always be 
aware of our actions and attitudes 
because you never know the 
positive memories that could be 
created for someone else. How can 
you impact someone just by being 
a good teammate? 

The other day I was reading the 
first book of a series entitled 

“Habitudes” by Dr. Tim Elmore. 
Habitudes is a series of books that 
uses stories to help develop critical 
thinking skills that produce better 
life choices, such as choosing 
healthy friends, improving study 
habits and setting meaningful 
goals. I came across this story 
that made me really think about 
who I was and how I viewed 
myself. The story talked about 
how most carnivals have a fun 
house somewhere on site. Inside 
the fun house, there is usually a 
mirror. The mirror isn’t flat, so 
it cannot give you an accurate 
reflection of what you look like. It 

is purposefully curved and shaped 
so it will distort your height or your 
size in some way. Short folks can 
look extremely tall, while skinny 
people can look fat because of the 
contour of the mirror. It’s designed 
to make you laugh because you end 
up looking so different than you do 
in reality.

FFA members, we are taught how 
to be a leader. However, sometimes 
we focus so much on becoming 
that polished, ideal and crowd-
pleasing leader that we lose who 
we really are. Each of us is unique 
in our own way, and if we use that 
uniqueness to become a leader, 
then we become great. Each leader 
has something different that he or 
she can bring to the table that will 
impact others’ lives. 

When thinking about becoming 
a leader, make sure to cater to 
your strengths and allow that to 
be what you set your goals off of. 
This will not only make it easier to 
understand yourself, but also will 
allow you to reach out to others. 
You will be able to influence people 
in a special way that will directly 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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impact those around you. So, 
when you look into that mirror 
in the morning, make sure you 
see yourself a genuine leader, not 
some society-warped and molded 
person. 

FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

JACOB HOELLERING

I love to go trapshooting. I began 
the sport as a freshman on my 

FFA chapter’s team. I grew up 
hunting, so I initially told myself 
I would be really good. Yet,  I was 
quite possibly the worst shooter on 
the team. I think I set the record 
for the most clay pigeons missed in 
one day at an area trapshoot; I hit 

three out of 100. I was ready to quit 
trapshooting altogether. 

My willingness to achieve, though, 
made me stick with it. Through hard 
work, dedication and practice, I shot 
13 at the next meet. With continued 
practice, I now consistently shoot in 
the 70s. This demonstrates that no 
matter how bad you think you are 
at something, with hard work and 
practice you can achieve your goals.

I reached my goal of shooting 75 
out of 100. I could not have done 
so without first wanting to reach 
success. Any SMART Goal — a 
Specific, Measureable, Attainable, 
Realistic, Timely Goal — is 
achievable if enough effort is put 

toward that goal. 

Set SMART goals in life and work 
hard to achieve them. It is up to you 
to be who you want to be, what you 
want to be and what you want to 
achieve. 

JACOB HOELLERING
State Vice President, Area 8

http://www.mfa-inc.com/crops/agronomyguide.aspx
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Shooting for the Stars
Meet Missouri’s American Star candidates

DEVELOPING SAE’S
BY ALISON BOS

DYLAN MASSA
American Star Farmer
Candidate, Liberal FFA  

Dylan Massa is the son of Russ and 
Denny Massa of Lamar, Missouri. 
He is a 2012 graduate of Liberal 
High School, and in 2014 earned 
his associates degree emphasizing 
livestock reproduction from Fort 
Scott Community College. 

Massa was selected as an American 
Star Farmer candidate based on his 
diverse and successful supervised 
agricultural experience (SAE), which 
consists primarily of a registered and 
commercial Angus and Simmental 
cow-calf operation. His herd began 
with three cows and now includes 
more than 210 cow-calf pairs.

“My goal is to produce practical beef 
in order to do the most efficient job 

that they can for the commercial 
cow-calf operator,” Massa explains. 

In addition to his cow-calf operation, 
Massa hauls cattle, travels to local 
farms to provide livestock nutrition 
education and provides artificial 
insemination services. 

Massa says being selected as an 
American Star Candidate has always 
been a goal. While he says anything 
is possible with hard work, Massa 
also gives credit to his FFA advisors, 
one of which was his older sister, 
Allie. 

“Alongside my parents, Allie has 
been a role model since day one,” 
Massa notes. “She has always pushed 
me to my full potential and expects 
more out of me than others, and for 
that, I cannot thank her enough.” 

Massa has high expectations for his 
future. He plans to grow his cow 
herd, obtain more land and plans 
to get in the swine industry. In 
addition, he plans to expand his AI, 
hauling and spraying businesses.

KRISTOFOR KRANJEC
American Star Placement 
Candidate, Fredericktown FFA

Kristofor Kranjec is Missouri’s 
candidate for the American Star 
Placement Award. He is a member 
of the Fredericktown FFA Chapter, 
and is currently a senior at Southeast 
Missouri State University where he 
is majoring in business finance with 
a minor in agriculture. He is the son 
of Ivan and Donna Kranjec. 

Kranjec’s SAE consists of beef 

production and agricultural sales 
placement. He began his SAE 
working at his parents’ feed store 
loading customers, stocking shelves 
and bagging feed. He also helped 
his parents harvest hay and care for 
their Angus cattle. 

Eight years later, Kranjec maintains 
inventory and merchandise 
products for seven departments 
in the store. He also assists with 
several other operations throughout 
the store.  

“My SAE has instilled in me 
the importance of becoming 
responsible, dedicated, hard-
working and a team player,” 
Kranjec explains. “It has given me 
opportunities to improve myself by 
becoming more skilled in practical, 
as well as analytical, applications.”

Kranjec says representing Missouri 
at the National FFA Convention 
is unequivocally his greatest 
FFA achievement. He is very 

Kristofor Kranjec works in his family’s feed 
store as part of his SAE. The experience 
has helped him become a team-player.

CONTINUED ON PAGE L

Liberal FFA’s Dylan Massa is Missouri’s 
American Star Farmer candidate. His beef 
operation includes 210 cow-calf pairs.
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appreciative, honored and humbled 
to be chosen and looks forward to 
meeting the other candidates. 

“FFA members should carefully 
select their SAE,” Kranjec says. 
“Their SAE should be an area they 
have a strong interest in and is 

practical for them in their setting.”

After graduating college, Kranjec 
plans to enroll in law school and 
focus on agricultural issues while 
continuing to help his parents with 
their agricultural enterprises.

BENJAMIN NIENDICK
American Star Agribusiness
Candidate, Wellington-
Napoleon FFA

Benjamin Niendick will represent 
Missouri at the National FFA 
Convention in October based on 

his SAE in agricultural sales and 
entrepreneurship. Through his SAE, 
Niendick has grown an agricultural-
based business selling wheat straw. 
The son of Neal and Linda Niendick, 
Wellington, Missouri, he is currently 
a student at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia majoring in 
agricultural systems management 
with a minor in agricultural 
economics. 

Niendick used his savings and 
exchange of labor to purchase a 
used baler. In his first year, he 
produced 6,100 bales of straw. 
Now he has made plans to produce 
40,000 bales, and has acquired 
assets that have aided in increased 
efficiency and decreased labor 
costs. Throughout his experience, 
he’s gained some major customers, 
including a pipeline company and 
Grass Pad, Inc. 

Niendick is responsible for running 
the equipment, hiring extra help, 
arranging for financing and making 
marketing decisions. 

“For me, the most important thing 
about my SAE and my story is that 
it is truly mine,” Niendick said. “The 
scale of this SAE perhaps makes 
it difficult to believe that a young 
person from age 14 to 20 was able to 
grow a program to this level.”

In 2013, Niendick was awarded the 
National Proficiency in Agricultural 
Sales/Entrepreneurship. He has also 
won three state proficiency awards. 
“The American Star application 
represents what I hope will be the 
pinnacle of my career in the FFA,” 
he explains.

Shooting for the Stars
Continued from Page J

Wellington-Napoleon FFA member Ben-
jamin Niendick hopes to produce 40,000 
bales of straw as part of his SAE. He is an 
American Star in Agribusiness candidate.

http://www.ncmissouri.edu
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Speak Out
Opportunities abound for speaking contests this fall

MO INSTITUTE OF COOPERATIVES
http://www.mic.coop/
	 Contact: Kristi Livingston
		  LinvingstonK@missouri.edu

MO SHEEP PRODUCERS
http://www.missourisheep.com/youthprograms.htm		
	 Contact: Scott Kaden
		  rollakadens@embarqmail.com

MO PORK ASSOCIATION
http://www.mopork.com/Youth_FFASpkngCntst.asp		
	 Contact: Diane Slater
		  diane@mopork.com

MO CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
www.mocattle.com
	 Contact: Mike Deering
		  mike@mocattle.com

MO ASSOC. OF SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS
http://www.maswcd.net
	 Contact: Peggy Lemons			 
		  peggyl@maswcd.net

MO YOUNG FARMERS/
YOUNG FARM WIVES ASSOC.
	 Contact: Lisa Evans
		  lisa.evans@dese.mo.gov

MO FARM BUREAU
www.mofb.org
	 Contact: Eric Volmer
		  evolmer@mofb.com

MO PET BREEDERS ASSOC.
www.mpbaonline.org
	 Contact: Debbie Grosenbacher		
		  info@mpbaonline.org

http://www.mofb.org
http://www.otc.edu
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FFA Calendar
Missouri FFA is on the move

SEPTEMBER
2		 MU Fisher Delta Research Center Field Day
			   Portageville

10	 Ag Ed Field Day, MU Southwest Center
			   Mount Vernon

11	 MSU/Farm Bureau Salute to Agriculture
			   MSU Darr Center, Springfield

12	 MYSSA Fall Classic Youth Trap Tournament
			   Linn Creek

12-19	 SEMO District Fair
			   Cape Girardeau

15	 Ag Ed/FFA Day, MU Bradford Research Ctr
			   Columbia

15	 MU Thompson Farm Research Ctr Field Day
			   Spickard

17	 Ag Ed/FFA Day, MU Hundley-Whaley Center
			   Albany

18	 Ag Ed/FFA Day, MU Graves-Chapple Farm
			   Corning

20-26	 National Farm Safety and Health Week

22-26	 Delta Fair
			   Kennett

26	 American Royal Youth Leadership Day
			   Kansas City

26	 MU South Farm Showcase
			   Columbia

29	 MU Forage Systems Research Ctr Field Day
			   Linneus

OCTOBER
1	 Central District Grasslands Contest
		  TBA

1	 NWMSU Fall CDE’s
		  Maryville

1	 Ag Ed/FFA Day, MU Wurdack Farm
		  Cook Station

2-4	 Ozark Fall Farmfest
		  Springfield

OCTOBER 
3	 Northeast District FFA Trapshoot
		  Macon
5	 MU CAFNR College & Career Exploration Day
		  Columbia
6	 MSU Agriculture Career Fair
		  MSU Darr Center, Springfield

6	 Southeast District Grasslands Contest
		  TBA

7	 FFA Field Day, Barton Ag Research Center
		  SEMO, Cape Girardeau

8	 Northwest District Grasslands Contest
		  Maysville

8	 Northeast District Grasslands Contest
		  TBA

8	 Southwest District Grasslands Contest
		  TBA

8	 South Central Grasslands Contest
		  TBA

15	 State Grassland Evaluation Contest
		  Columbia vicinity

25-11/1	 American Royal Livestock Show
		  Kansas City

28-31	 National FFA Convention

		  Louisville, Kentucky

NOVEMBER
10	 South Central District Fall Speaking Contest
		  Rolla

11	 Northwest District Fall Speaking Contest
		  Cameron

11	 Central District Fall Speaking Contest
		  UMC, Warrensburg

12	 Southwest District Fall Speaking Contest
		  Springfield

12	 Southeast District Fall Speaking Contest
		  Bloomfield

17	 Northeast District Fall Speaking Contest
		  South Shelby



http://www.myfcsfinancial.com


OKLAHOMA OUTLOOK Fall 2015

Talent applications and instructions are available at www.okffa.org/BB/Applications.htm

Oklahoma FFA has great musical talent. 
We’ve had talent performances during the 
General Sessions of the State Convention for 
years. We’ve had a talent show before the 6th 
General Session for a long time, too, but 2015 
was the first year we had an official talent com-
petition.

Kelly Barnes, a former Oklahoma FFA state 
officer who now serves as Assistant Convention 
Director as well as Music and Talent Director, 
manages the competition. He told us there were 
two main reasons to do this, “We wanted to 
showcase the talent even more and we wanted 
to get the audience more involved by giving 
them the opportunity to choose their favorite 
performers through online voting.”

Making a major change to something you’ve 
been doing the same way for a long time can be 
risky, but adding the talent competition “had 
zero kinks. Everything worked fine. The voting 
was quick and accurate. The talent did a great 
job. I’d say it was a definite success.”

The 6 finalists in this year’s competition were 
Baylee Ballard (Elgin), Cole Eschete (Rock 
Creek), Callie Devine (Harrah), Bobby Ramming 
(Warner), Holly Barrow (Kingfisher) and 
Keneddee Rittenhouse (Eufaula). We had a 
chance to visit with Cole, Bobby and Holly.

What was it like for you singing on 
that big stage in front of so many people?

Bobby: “It was one of the most exciting 
moments I have been through. Singing on the 
stage is nothing less than one of the biggest 

thrills you can go through when you’re at the 
State FFA Convention.”

Holly: “Since I was a little girl, I’ve wanted to 
sing on a stage in front of thousands of people. 
The FFA has turned that little girl’s dream into a 
reality. I was 5 when I attended my first State 
FFA Convention and I told my mom I was going 
to be on that stage one day. Now I have been 
blessed to be able to accomplish that goal.”

Do you like the idea of a competi-
tion?  Is there anything you would 
change?

Holly: “When it’s a competition the stakes 
seem so much higher, but I realized it’s all in 
God’s hands and whatever happens was meant 
to happen. I would love to see our talent compe-
tition grow bigger and bigger in the future!”

Cole: “I love the idea of competition. 
Oklahoma has a lot of talent and I am so hon-
ored to be a part of that. As far as changing 
anything, the Oklahoma FFA Convention runs 
so smoothly, why change perfection?”

When it was all said and done, the overall 
winner for 2015 was Holly Barrow from the 
Kingfisher FFA chapter.

Mr. Barnes is very happy with how the talent 
competition came together this year and he is 
looking forward to 2016. “I think it was a suc-
cess, and I think it will get better and better.”

If you’d like to be considered for performing 
at the 2016 state convention, submit your talent 
application and CD anytime between now and 
February 1, 2016.

First Ever Oklahoma FFA Talent Competition!
Photos by Dusty Oldenburg
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Meet Your 2015-2016 State Officers 

Markel likes beef and other varieties of meat, but he does not like steak. Go figure.

I am not the best public speaker. 
I began my public speaking experience during my freshman year by reciting the FFA Creed. 

I still remember the day Mr. Holloway and Mr. Nemecek asked me to give the creed in front of 
the entire ag class. I had never been so nervous in my entire life.

Every time we went to an FFA Creed contest, I would enter the room, get nervous and mess 
up at least one paragraph. I just couldn’t seem to get it all together.

Then my sophomore year came. I wrote and prepared a speech in the Natural Resources 
speaking division. It took me forever to get that speech memorized. And, yes, at the first con-
test, when I went into the room to compete, I got nervous and spoke so fast that I jumbled up 
my words and skipped paragraphs. I know the judges didn’t understand a single word that 
came out of my mouth.

This happened to me at every contest we went to, and I never placed. I started to get a little 
down on myself. At the perfect time, however, I came across this quote:

“Keep your dreams alive. Understand achieving anything requires faith and 
belief in yourself, vision, hard work and dedication. Remember all things are 
possible for those who believe.” -- Gail Devers. 

I’m a much improved speaker today. This quote is what kept me pushing to accomplish 
things I never dreamed possible. This quote kept me striving to make myself better. I kept 
practicing, received good coaching from my FFA advisors and began slowing down and enun-
ciating my words. I began gaining confidence in myself, and I no longer got extremely nervous 
when entering a contest room. By the end of my senior year, I finally started placing.

FFA members, keep your dreams alive. All things are possible for those who believe.

Markel Harris         N.E. District Vice President

B 



Meet Your 2015-2016 State Officers 

	 “You can’t do that; you’re too small. You can’t do that because I’m already doing it. YOU 
CAN’T DO IT!” 

Believe it or not, these are the words I heard all the time growing up. It seemed like no mat-
ter what I did, there was always someone telling me I couldn’t do it. It began to wear away my 
confidence until eventually I had none. 

One day, however, I walked into a room that soon became my home away from home. This 
was my ag room, ag building, ag class. That day I became a member of the Hooker FFA chapter 
and my life changed instantly. 

Before I knew it, I had the confidence to stand in front of a room full of people and give a 
speech. I became involved in showing livestock, and my true passion for agriculture came to 
the surface. I couldn’t get enough of what this incredible organization had to offer. It seemed 
like everything was finally going my way, and I had found the place where I belonged.

But as I got older, the challenges to my confidence became harder. I even had adults telling 
me my dreams and goals were not attainable. Again, this broke my heart and confidence for a 
while. But with the help of this organization and the friends I had made through it, I found my 
confidence again. This experience made me stronger, and this organization helped propel me 
to success in reaching my goals.

 FFA members, maybe some of you have been told you can’t do it; that no matter how hard 
you try, success for you is just out of reach. Well, I’m living proof that with involvement in 
FFA, good friends and a strong determination to succeed, you can do it. FFA believes in you, 
and I know you can do it.

Never let anyone tell you that you can’t do it. Your dreams and goals can become reality. 
That choice is yours and yours alone. I almost let others rule my life, but FFA has helped me to 
become my own person. 

Be you. Chase your dreams, holding nothing back.

Vanessa Wiebe      N.W. District Vice President

Two things Vanessa loves: Coffee and Disney movies, especially Lilo and Stitch.  C



My palms sweating, my face red, my stomach leaping inside my body -- I was a freshman 
about to walk into my very first FFA Creed speaking competition.

I was nervous, to say the least. All was well until I reached the third paragraph, forgot what 
to say and ran out of the room. Yes, I ran out of the contest room!

As bad as that may sound, it is not the worst part. After the contest, my FFA advisor, Mr. 
Smith, made me go back into the room to finish what I had started. Although this is one of my 
most embarrassing experiences, it is also one of the most significant moments of my life. 

After running from the room, I was discouraged and disappointed in myself. I was just 
about to tell Mr. Smith, “I give up!” when he looked at me and told me to try again. 

Try again. Those two simple words helped me realize I was better than just giving up and 
that I had enough potential to keep pushing forward.

I didn’t succeed at first. In fact, I didn’t succeed many times. Failure didn’t stop me from 
trying again and again, however, all because of the encouragement from someone who believed 
in me.

FFA members, you will come across people in your life who pick you up when you fall down. 
Never miss an opportunity to say thank you to them. Whether it is your FFA advisor, parents 
or best friend, they believe in you and want to see you believe in yourself. 

That day, Mr. Smith taught me how to believe in myself. When I walked into that contest 
room for the second time, I did not run from the room and I realized I had the ability to pres-
ent the FFA Creed. I started to believe in myself. 

FFA members, if you fall down do not quit or give up. Keep pushing forward because having 
the ability to believe in yourself will allow you to reach your true potential in life.

Brooks McKinney    S.E. District Vice President

At one point in her life, Brooks was convinced she would someday marry Harry Potter. Didn’t work out.

Meet Your 2015-2016 State Officers 

D 



Meet Your 2015-2016 State Officers 

Cale, whose family owns a pumpkin patch, has always wanted to be a rodeo announcer.

Often as FFA members, we find ourselves in a rut. Although we wouldn’t consider calling it 
that at first, a rut is a place we can all get to very easily. And by rut, I don’t mean what’s in your 
unpaved driveway after 30 inches of rain has fallen in the past two weeks. I’m referring to a 
state of mind. 

Finding ourselves in a rut is an easy thing to do. To grow as individuals and members, how-
ever, it’s important that we explore new roads. I did not enroll in an ag mechanics class until 
my senior year. I had always thought about it, but it didn’t involve cows or giving a speech, so 
it took me a while to really explore what the course had to offer. 

Looking back, I wish I had taken an ag mechanics class much earlier because it was one of 
the most relaxing, fun and rewarding things I did as an agricultural education student. Last 
fall, I persuaded my instructor to let me build a catch trailer. Having no idea what I had gotten 
myself into, I now have a half top cowboy trailer, and I couldn’t be happier with the outcome.

By taking a chance and diving into something I knew little about, I grew as a person and 
welder, and now have a much closer relationship with my fellow students and friends who 
helped me build the trailer. 

I encourage each of you to take a chance this year and find something that could be your 
new FFA specialty. It doesn’t necessarily have to involve spending six months on a welding 
project. For you, it might be diving into a new career development event area, researching an 
agriscience fair topic or expanding your supervised agricultural experience project.

Get out of whatever rut you are in. Find something new, fun and challenging. Discover a 
new side of you. It could be a life changer.

We’ll meet Drake, Hallie, Kalee and Kelby in the Winter issue of Outlook.

Cale Jahn   State Secretary

 E



This year’s national FFA convention will be October 28-31 in Louisville, Kentucky.

Public speaking is a big deal in FFA. It is an 
especially big deal in Oklahoma FFA. We take it 
a lot more seriously than many of the other 
states. The competition here is stiff. We have 
more categories in which students can compete 
and that ensures more opportunities for student 
success. As a result, we do very well in national 
competition.

This year we’ll be sending three of our best to 
represent us at the national FFA convention: 
Madelyn Gerken of the Kingfisher FFA Chapter 
in the Creed speaking division, Cleo Giraldo of 
the Eufaula FFA chapter in the Extemporaneous 
division and Adrienne Blakey of the Stillwater 
FFA chapter in the Prepared public speaking 
division.

We invited Madelyn, Cleo and Adrienne to 
tell us about their public speaking experience 
and share a few of their secrets.

How did you get involved in public 
speaking?

Cleo: My introduction to public speaking 
came during my 8th grade year when I would 
give short devotionals at church. I was so ner-
vous I couldn’t look up at the crowd. It was 
really hard for me to speak in front of people. 
But then I went to Alumni Camp and, as every 
FFA member knows, your first session changes 
you. It completely shattered my shell. 

Adrienne: In the eighth grade, I joined the 
FFA and my mom informed me that I would be 
giving a speech in the spring. I didn’t want to 
give one because I was shy and the idea of stand-
ing in front of people and delivering a 7-minute 

speech frightened me. I hated it at first, but as the 
competitions that year began to go by, I fell in love 
with the competition and have been ever since.

Madelyn: I’ve been involved in public speaking 
since my 4-H days. My mom and I had written my 
very first speech, which was about s’mores. We 
spent a lot of time on car rides and at home trying 
to get me to deliver a speech and to help me find 
my “speech voice.” When I found out I enjoyed 
public speaking, I worked more with Mrs. Burns 
[Lori Burns, one of her ag teachers] on American 
Farmers and Ranchers speeches and other con-
tests that I was able to attend.

As you developed your public speaking 
skills, who was your biggest influence? In 
what way did that person influence you?

Cleo: I can say without a doubt that Mr. Turner 
[David Turner, one of his ag teachers] has been 
one of the biggest influences on my speaking abil-
ity. There were a lot of hours spent in the Ag room 
with him coaching me on how to walk, talk, and 
present myself. I listened to his advice and it really 
paid off. 

Adrienne: I’ve had the help of multiple ag ed 
teachers and various experts over the years, but 
my mom has been my greatest influence. Without 
her support I could not have accomplished this. 
She encourages me to be the best I can be, in 
speech contests, and in all aspects of my life.

Madelyn: My older sister has encouraged me 
throughout my life to always be a better person. 
Sydnee started pushing me harder when she 
started the FFA as an 8th grader. I could count on 
Sydnee to listen to me say my first year speech or 
have her ask me questions about the Creed this 
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Our champions’ travel expenses to Louisville will be partially covered by OK FFA Foundation sponsors.

year. I truly appreciate having someone like her 
who is willing to help me and make me a better 
FFA member.

What success tips do you have for some-
one who is just starting out?

Cleo: Work your tail off, then grow a new tail 
and work that one off, too. There are three basic 
rules that I’ve developed when I’ve helped out our 
8th grade speakers: First, never give up -- never 
give up hope on yourself because with a little bit of 
hope and God at your back, anything is possible. 
Second, listen to what your ag teachers say when 
they coach you. They are saying it for a reason, 
and I promise they only want to see you succeed. 
Third, find some healthy competition. What can 
help a lot is having a friend that you can go to 
speech contests with to give you a little motiva-
tion.

Adrienne: I think of two main things: 1. Keep 
moving forward and 2. Do YOUR best. Set goals 
for yourself and keep persevering until you reach 
them, because you can! It’s important to not give 
up on yourself despite the setbacks you will have. 
As for the second part, do YOUR best. Emphasis 
on “YOUR”. My advice is to not get too caught up 
in the competition and just play your own game. 
Give your speech the best way you can. If you do 
your best then there is nothing you can regret 
when you walk out of that room -- win or lose.

Madelyn: My advice is to not give up. Public 
speaking is one of the hardest but most rewarding 
CDEs. From memorizing the Creed, to delivering 
it with passion and perfection, to going over the 
millions of Creed questions, there were times 
when I thought I was done. However, I always 
pushed my goal to the front of my mind and con-
tinued to keep working. It’s always great if you can 
have someone helping you remember your goal. 
My sisters pushed me to keep working hard and 
always reminded me of what I said I wanted.

Describe how you prepared for your 
event.

Cleo: Speaking in front of anybody I could. 
Nobody was safe -- my grandma, my hog, every 
one of my ag classes, my mom, and certainly Mr. 
Turner and Mr. Ridley [his ag teachers]. 

Adrienne: I kept my material fresh on my mind 
by re-reading articles often and staying in the loop 

with current events that had to do with my 
speech. I said my speech to myself everyday on 
the way to school for about a month. In addi-
tion, I gave it to my parents or people in my 
church twice a week and I practiced answering 
questions. I also went to as many jackpot con-
tests as my schedule would allow!

Madelyn: Getting ready for my event starts in 
the ag room with Mrs. Burns. Whether it is 7:30 
in the morning or 9:00 at night, we are always 
working on questions, research, and delivery. 
Finding a parent, grandparent, or sister at home 
to listen to me say the Creed or ask me questions 
was definitely not hard to do. Someone is always 
willing to listen. Right before I go into the room 
I like to take a moment to calm myself down by 
saying the Lord’s Prayer or giving thanks for the 
opportunities I have been given through the FFA 
and throughout my life.

What are your thoughts about the 
national competition?

Cleo: Excited and scared out of my mind at 
the same time. State contest was definitely a big 
contest and I credit most of that to God. 
Nationals is even more big time and there’s a lot 
more preparing, speaking, printing and praying 
to be done before October.

Adrienne: I’m very honored to have the 
opportunity to compete on the national level. I 
am working hard now to prepare myself for suc-
cess, so when I arrive at the national contest I 
can do my best and be happy with the results - 
no matter the outcome. The rest will be in God’s 
hands.

Madelyn: I am honored and very excited to 
represent Oklahoma at the national FFA con-
vention. The words “I believe,” although said 
only 6 times out of 259 words in the FFA Creed, 
are something that every FFA member has lived 
by since 1930. I am beyond blessed to proclaim 
my beliefs and love for our organization through 
the Creed.

Madelyn, Cleo and Adrienne will represent 
Oklahoma and compete for national titles at the 
national FFA convention in Louisville, Kentucky 
later this year. We wish all three of them the best 
of luck.

Winners Share Their Secrets 
Set goals for yourself and keep persevering

until you reach them, because you can! 
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Mr. Lucas was Oklahoma’s state FFA reporter for 2010-2011.

First Year Ag Teacher Takes on 
Brand New Program

Being a first year teacher is never easy. Being 
a first year ag teacher in a one teacher program is a real 
challenge; and when your program is also brand new, 
the prospect can be daunting. That’s exactly what hap-
pened to Trevor Lucas when he was selected to be the 
first-ever ag teacher and FFA advisor at Calumet, 
Oklahoma. Fortunately, he was equal to the challenge.

When Mr. Lucas was in the 8th grade (at Central 
High in Marlow, OK), he enrolled in an ag class and 
joined FFA. “I tell everybody that the day I walked into 
the ag barn completely changed my life. From that point 
on, I was hooked on FFA.” He loved his ag classes and 
he loved FFA. “My first State Convention, I had literally 
no idea what to expect. I remember walking into the 
Convention Center and thinking, ‘This is incredible.’ 
That summer I went to Alumni Camp for the first time. 
I made a lot of friends from other schools; made friend-
ships that I would carry on throughout my whole FFA 
career. That summer my eyes were opened to the FFA 
world and there was really no looking back.”

He got involved with leadership and public speak-
ing. He was chapter reporter his sophomore year and 
president the following two years. “My high school 
experience as an officer was just great. I was my ag 
teacher’s right hand man for a while. Just getting to see 
how a program was run, and getting a planned program 
of activities was a growing experience for me.” That’s 
when he started thinking about becoming an ag teacher. 
“Once I got into high school and was in ag, I realized I 
could do this forever if I was an ag teacher. I realized 
this is what I wanted to do. What else am I going to do 
that I’d be more happy with than that?”

After graduating from high school, Mr. Lucas 
enrolled at OSU as an Ag-Ed major, a degree he fin-
ished in four years; quite an accomplishment, 
considering he was the FFA state reporter as a fresh-
man. He went on to do his student teaching in 
Cheyenne, Oklahoma under Nathan Torrance, whom he 
describes as “absolutely my ag-teaching mentor and 
role model.” One day Mr. Lucas and Mr. Torrance were 
coming back from an FFA contest, driving west on I-40, 
when Mr. Lucas saw the exit for Calumet and remem-
bered that there was an opening for an ag teacher there. 
When Mr. Torrance told him it was a brand new pro-
gram, he decided to apply for the job. That turned out to 
be a good decision. “My first job interview, I applied 
here. I came here and just knew this was my spot. I 
walked away from the interview knowing this is where I 
wanted to be.”

The Calumet school board agreed. They hired him 
right away and he started the next fall. They were eager 
to move forward. “This community and administration 
has been 100% behind it and so excited to have an FFA 
program.” They have shown their support by creating a 
brand-new, state-of-the-art classroom. “We have an all-
new Smart Board, every student has an iPad, and we 
have iPad technology. We converted part of the old bus 
barn into a shop, and we have welders and cutting 
torches out there.” The next big step will be obtaining a 
school farm. “I have several students who are consider-
ing exhibiting livestock, but they don’t have a place to 
keep them.”

The Calumet FFA had a very good first year. “Our 
opening ceremonies team got 4th out of 12 teams in our 
PI, which isn’t great, but for a first year it was awesome, 
and our kids loved it. We had quite a bit of success in the 
public speaking department. We had a 3rd in the state 
and a state winner in the AFR speech contest. I had sev-
eral people show livestock and do CDE events. I think 
we’re pretty middle of the road there, but just to be mid-
dle of the road is great for these kids who are doing this 
for the first time.” 

Considering he has only taught for one year, Mr. 
Lucas has a very mature philosophy about what he does. 
“I consider myself not just an ag teacher, but a life 
teacher. I enjoy teaching genetics and soil conservation 
and all the stuff you cover, but at the end of the day, it is 
that life stuff. Being able to shake someone’s hand and 
communicate with somebody—that’s the stuff that 
regardless of where you’re going, you’re going to carry 
with you the rest of your life.”

Mr. Lucas has high hopes for the future of his pro-
gram. “Calumet has the ability to be a very well rounded, 
competitive, top-notch program. In the next five years 
we should be a three-star, gold emblem chapter. We can 
be there in five years. I really do believe that.” 
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