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IN THIS GUIDE, YOU WILL FIND  activities for six articles in the fall issue 

of FFA New Horizons. Worksheet answer keys can be found at the end of the activity 

worksheet. The activities are aligned to educational standards. (See each activity for 

the specific standards.) 

SCHOLARS SAY... VOCABULARY ACTIVITY
A compiled list of discipline-specific or academic vocabulary found 
throughout this issue of FFA New Horizons:

Word Wall: Have the class create a word wall. Each student should choose 
a word (no duplicates unless there are more students in the class than 
there are words). Each student will write the word and definition large 
enough to read from a short distance on a sheet of paper. In addition to the 
definition, students should include a visual representation of the definition. 
Once complete, post the papers around the room.

Artisan
Democratic Republic of Congo
Service
Heritage
Hispanic
Latino
Minority
Effortless
Inspire
Priceless
Drone
Aviation
Flight simulator
Aerodynamics

Flight physiology
Aerial
Multispectral
Synthetic
GMO
Pesticide
Compost
Organic
Antibiotics
Hormones
Conventional
Contamination
Affinity
STEM

Sign of the 
Times Appendix:

Did you know there are 
schools for the deaf? 
And some of them have 
FFA chapters! Read this 
article to learn how the 
North Carolina School 
for the Deaf became 
the third FFA chapter in 
the nation for members 
who are deaf and hard 
of hearing.

Appendix 1 – Let’s Learn 
Sign Language 

Here’s to 
Our Hispanic 
Members:

The number of Latino 
members in FFA 
continues to grow. From 
Sept. 15 to Oct. 15, we 
recognize National 
Hispanic Heritage 
Month. Find out more 
about an FFA chapter 
that celebrates the 
contributions of Latino 
members year-round. 

Appendix 2 – National 
Hispanic Heritage 
Month

Changing Lives 
Through Ag Ed:

Agricultural education 
teachers have the unique 
opportunity to develop 
leadership, personal 
growth and career 
success in students, 
which can have a lasting 
impact on students’ 
lives. Learn what current 
agricultural educators 
have to say about their 
experiences.

Appendix 3 – Educating 
the Future

The Sky’s the 
Limit:

Box Elder FFA members 
in Utah have a unique 
opportunity to learn 
about aviation. They 
have access to aviation 
classes and learn about 
the many ways aviation 
technology impacts the 
agriculture industry. 

Appendix 4 – The Sky’s 
the Limit

Talking Points: 
Organic vs 
Conventional 
Foods:

Do you get asked or 
even wonder yourself 
about the difference 
in organic versus 
conventional foods? 
Read the talking points 
presented in this article 
to learn more about 
these foods and how to 
answer questions that 
you may get on this 
topic.  

Appendix 5: : Organic 
vs. Conventional Food
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 VOCABULARY 
Affinity
STEM  
 

EXIT TICKET 
Write down three things you learned, two 
things you found unique or interesting and 
one thing you have a question about. 

 

 CAREER FOCUS  
 AREA   
Any 

  

 APPENDICES 
Appendix 1 - Let’s Learn Sign Language 

Bell Ringer:
How are you inclusive of students and FFA members?      
 
 

Discussion Questions
1 How is your agriculture class and/or FFA chapter inclusive of all students and members?

2.How can your agriculture class and/or FFA chapter be more inclusive of all students and members? 

3. Why is it important to be inclusive?    
    

ACTIVITY 
On their own paper, have students complete the bell ringer activity. Once all students have written an 
answer, have them discuss and explain their answers with their neighbors. After five minutes, call on a 
few students to share their answers. 

Each student needs a copy of the “Let’s Learn Sign Language” worksheet (Appendix 6). Students should 
read the article “Sign of the Times.” After reading the article, have students complete the worksheet. 
The worksheet is divided into two parts: (1) students will answer questions related to the article and (2) 
students will learn how to sign their name and the first line of their school’s fight song (or the first line of 
their favorite college team’s fight song or the first line of their favorite song). Students will then partner 
up and create a short video showcasing their sign language skills. 

Have students complete the exit ticket before leaving class.

   

FFA TIP 
Invite a member of your FFA Alumni and Supporters chapter (or member of the community) that knows 
sign language to speak to the FFA chapter and your classes about how and why they learned sign lan-
guage. 
   
  

SAE TIP 
Encourage students to explore the various SAE opportunities available that have ties to plant science. 
Visit the SAE Idea Cards to research various topics: https://FFA.box.com/v/saeideacards. 

ARTICLE SUMMARY

Sign of the Times
Did you know there are schools for the deaf? And some of them have FFA 
chapters! Read this article to learn how the North Carolina School for the Deaf 
became the third FFA chapter in the nation for members who are deaf and 
hard of hearing.  

   

• FFA Precept: FFA.PL-A, FFA.PL-C, FFA.PL-E, FFA.PG-J, FFA.CS-M, FFA.CS-N, FFA.CS-O • Common Core-Reading: Information Text: CCSS.ELA.RI.9.10.2, CCSS.ELA.RI.9-10.4 • Common Core-Writing: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2
• Common Core – Speaking and Listening: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 • Common Core – Literacy in Science & Technical Subjects: Writing: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9.10.4 • Green/Sustainability 
Knowledge and Skill Statements: AFNR Career Cluster, Statement 3 • Common Core – Math Practices: MP2, MP6 • AFNR Career Ready Practices: CRP.02, CRP.04 • P21 Skills: COMMUNICATION, CRITICAL THINKING AND PROBLEM 
SOLVING, GLOBAL AWARENESS, INITIATIVE AND SELF-DIRECTION, LEADERSHIP AND RESPONSIBILITY, THINK CREATIVELY

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT

https://FFA.box.com/v/saeideacards
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 VOCABULARY 
Heritage
Hispanic
Latino
Minority
 

EXIT TICKET 
Why do we recognize National Hispanic 
Heritage Month?

 

 CAREER FOCUS  
 AREAS   
Any

 

 RELATABLE  
 WEBSITES   
National Hispanic Heritage Month: 
HispanicHeritageMonth.org

 

 APPENDICES 
Appendix 2: National Hispanic Heritage 
Month

Bell Ringer:
Why is it important to recognize and celebrate different cultures and heritages?

Have students share responses with the class. 
 
 

Discussion Questions
1. What is National Hispanic Heritage Month?

2. What impact have Latino’s had in and throughout the United States?
    

ACTIVITY 
On their own paper, have students complete the bell ringer activity. Once all students have written an 
answer, have them discuss and explain their answers with their neighbors. After five minutes, call on a 
few students to share their answers. 

Have students read the article “Here’s to Our Latino Members” and then complete the worksheet, 
“National Hispanic Heritage Month” (Appendix 2). The worksheet has two parts. (1) Students will answer 
two questions from the article and unscramble the name of each person pictured on the worksheet. 
Students will need to cut out all the pictures and glue the picture and name to a blank piece of paper. 
Students will identify the historical date range and accomplishment of each individual and glue them 
next to the picture. There will be one historical date range and one accomplishment for each picture. 
(2) Students will select a country that has Hispanic roots and Spanish as the official language but does 
not share a border with the United States (Ex. Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Puerto Rico, Spain, Uruguay, Venezuela). Students will then research the country. To summarize what 
they have learned, using three to five sentences, students will describe why a person might want to visit 
the country they selected. 

Have students complete the exit ticket before leaving class.

    

FFA TIP 
Host an event to celebrate National Hispanic Heritage Month. This can be in class or for the whole 
chapter.  
   
  

SAE TIP 
If students are able to speak about and translate agricultural science and production terms into a second 
language, encourage them to provide language translation services for agricultural businesses. This type 
of SAE would be eligible for FFA awards and degrees.

ARTICLE SUMMARY

Here’s to Our Latino 
Members
The number of Latino members in FFA continues to grow. From Sept. 15 to 
Oct. 15, we recognize National Hispanic Heritage Month. Find out more about 
an FFA chapter that celebrates the contributions of Latino members year-
round.
   

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT
• FFA Precept: FFA.PL-A, FFA.PL-C, FFA.PL-E, FFA.PG-J, FFA.CS-N • Common Core-Literacy in Science & Technical Subject: Writing: CCSS.ELA.WHST.9-10.4 • Common Core-Math Practices: MP5, MP6  • AFNR Career Ready Practices: 
CRP.02, CRP.04  • P21 Skills: COMMUNICATION, GLOBA AWARENESS, INITIATIVE AND SELF-DIRECTION, LEADERSHIP AND RESONSIBILITY, THINK CREATIVELY

http://HispanicHeritageMonth.org
https://www.worldfoodprize.org/en/youth_programs/global_youth_institute/ 
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 VOCABULARY 
Effortless
Inspire
Priceless

EXIT TICKET 
Why should we thank our teachers?

 CAREER FOCUS 
 AREAS   
Any

 RESOURCE  
 HIGHLIGHT 
Visit AgExplorer.FFA.org to learn about 
agri-cultural education as a career.

 REFERENCES 
AgExplorer.FFA.org 

 APPENDICES 
Appendix 3 - Educating the Future 

Bell Ringer:
Create a flow chart that depicts the steps to become a teacher. 

Discussion Questions
1. Why would a person choose to become a teacher?

2. What steps must be taken to become a teacher?

3. What impact do teachers have?

ACTIVITY 
On their own paper, have students complete the bell ringer activity. Once all students have written an answer, have 
them discuss and explain their answers with their neighbors. After five minutes, call on a few students to share their 
answers. 

This activity is broken up into three parts. (1) Hand out the “Educating the Future” worksheet (Appendix 3) to each 
student. Students will begin by reading the article “Changing Lives Through Ag Ed” in the Fall 2019 issue of FFA New 
Horizons. Students will then complete the “game board” to learn about the path that teachers take to enter the field of 
education. (2) Students will gain a better understanding of teachers by interviewing a teacher of their choice. Students 
will utilize the provided questions during their interviews. (3) Students will select two teachers that have had an impact 
on them and their lives. They will identify why that teacher had an impact and write a thank you note to each teacher. 

Have students complete the exit ticket before leaving class.

    

FFA TIP 
Have students write thank you notes to their teachers, support staff and administration during National 
FFA Week to thank them for their support. 

  

SAE TIP 
Inform students that preparing curriculum about agriculture and teaching about agriculture can be an 
SAE. There is even a National FFA Agricultural Proficiency Award area for agricultural education SAEs.

ARTICLE SUMMARY

Changing Lives Through 
Ag Ed  
Agricultural education teachers have the unique opportunity to develop leader-
ship, personal growth and career success in students, which can have a lasting 
impact on students’ lives. Learn what current agricultural educators have to 
say about their experiences.

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT
• AFNR Performance Element: CS.05 • FFA Precepts: FFA.PL-A, FFA.PL-C, FFA.PL-E, FFA.PL-F, FFA.PG-I, FFA.PG-J, FFA.CS-M, FFA.CS-N • Common Career Technical Core: AG2  • NASCTEc-State Directors (Career Clusters) : AGC09.02  • 
Common Core - Speaking and Listening: CCSS.ELA.SL.9-10.1  • Common Core-Math Practices: MP5, MP6 • AFNR Career Ready Practices: CRP.02, CRP.04 • P21 Skills: COMMUNICATION, INITIATIVE AND SELF-DIRECTION, LEADER-
SHIP AND RESPONSIBILITY, THINK CREATIVELY

https://agexplorer.ffa.org/
https://agexplorer.ffa.org/












 VOCABULARY 
Drone
Aviation
Flight simulator
Aerodynamics
Flight physiology
Aerial
Multispectral

EXIT TICKET 
1) What is one unique fact you learned
from today’s lesson?

2) How can you apply information learned
in your SAE (or future SAE) to your future 
career? 

 CAREER FOCUS 
 AREAS   
Power, Structural and Technical Systems

 REFERENCES 
AgExplorer.FFA.org 

 APPENDICES 
Appendix 4 - The Sky’s the Limit

Bell Ringer:
What are some ways that drones/aviation are utilized within the agriculture industry?  

Discussion Questions
1. What impact do drones/aviation have on the agriculture industry?

2. What other industries/careers utilize drones?

3. What impact do drones have on other industries?

4. What careers or industries are related to or utilize drones besides agriculture?

ACTIVITY 
On their own paper, have students complete the bell ringer activity. Once all students have written an 
answer, have them discuss and explain their answers with their neighbors. After five minutes, call on a 
few students to share their answers. 

Each student needs a copy of the “The Sky’s the Limit” worksheet (Appendix 4). Students should read 
the article “The Sky’s the Limit.” After reading the article, have students complete the worksheet. The 
worksheet is divided into three parts: (1) students will answer questions about the article, (2) students will 
research the career aerial applicator/agricultural pilot on AgExplorer, and (3) students will find an article 
on how drones are utilized in their primary (or secondary) field of interest and summarize the article in 
their own words. 

Have students complete the exit ticket before leaving class.

   

FFA TIP 
Invite a local farmer or agriculturist to demonstrate flying a drone and discuss the impact that using the 
drone has on their farming or agriculture operation.  

  

SAE TIP 
Don’t forget about careers or opportunities developing the software or sensor technology to equip planes 
and drones for agricultural tasks or to help agriculture producers receive and interpret data. Phone app to 
alert a producer about a pest infestation detected by your friendly neighborhood drone, anyone?

ARTICLE SUMMARY

The Sky’s the Limit 
Box Elder FFA members in Utah have a unique opportunity to learn about 
aviation. They have access to aviation classes and learn about the many ways 
aviation technology impacts the agriculture industry. 

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT
• FFA Precept: FFA.PL-A, FFA.PL-C, FFA.PL-E, FFA.PG-J, FFA.CS-M, FFA.CS-N, FFA.CS-O  • Common Core-Reading: Information Text: CCSS.ELA.RI.9.10.2, CCSS.ELA.RI.9-10.4 • Common Core - Writing: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2
• Common Core - Speaking and Listening: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 • Common Core – Literacy in Science & Technical Subjects: Writing: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9.10.4 • Common Core – 
Math Practices: MP2, MP6 • AFNR CAREER READY PRACTICES: CRP.02, CRP.04 • P21 SKILLS: COMMUNICATION, CRITICAL THINKING AND PROBLEM SOLVING, GLOBAL AWARENESS, INITIATIVE AND SELF-DIRECTION,
LEADERSHIP AND RESPONSIBILITY, THINK CREATIVELY

FALL 2019 Teaching Guide

https://agexplorer.ffa.org/
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 VOCABULARY 
Synthetic
GMO
Pesticide
Compost
Organic
Antibiotics
Hormones
Conventional
Contamination
 

EXIT TICKET 
1. What are three things you learned from 
today’s lesson?

2. How would you summarize what you 
learned and explain it to an elementary 
student? 

3. What is one question you still have 
about today’s lesson? 

 

 CAREER FOCUS  
 AREA   
Food Products and Processing Systems  

 

 RELATED  
 ARTICLES   
Organic 101: What the USDA Organic 
Label Means,https://www.usda.gov/me-
dia/blog/2012/03/22/organic-101-what-us-
da-organic-label-means 

 

 APPENDICES 
Appendix 5 - Organic vs. Conventional 
Food 

Bell Ringer:
What do you think is a main difference in organic and conventional (non-organic) foods?  
 
 

Discussion Questions
1. What steps does it take for a food to be considered organic?

2. Are there health benefits to organic food? Explain your answer. 

3. Do you think organic foods are more expensive? Explain your answer.    
    

ACTIVITY 
On their own paper, have students complete the bell ringer activity. Once all students have written down 
an answer, have them discuss and explain their answers with their neighbors. After five minutes, call on a 
few students to share their answers. 

Each student needs a copy of the “Organic vs. Conventional Food” worksheet (Appendix 5). Students 
should read the article “Talking Points: Organic vs. Conventional Food.” After reading the article, have 
students complete the worksheet. The worksheet is divided into three parts: (1) students will identify the 
similarities and differences in an organic and conventional food label, (2) students will create an informa-
tional paper slideshow on organic and conventional foods, and (3) students will visit their local grocery 
store and will map out the location of organic and conventional foods and explain why they think those 
foods are located where they are in the grocery store. 

Have students complete the exit ticket before leaving class.

   

FFA TIP 
Invite the local grocery manager to speak to your class/FFA chapter about organic versus conventional 
foods. Have them discuss which product (organic or conventional) sells the most, prices of each, etc.    
   
  

SAE TIP 
All production types, organic, conventional and other are eligible for SAE-based awards and degrees. 
Each year watch for SAE Grants sponsored by organic organizations that are intended specifically to help 
start organic food SAEs.

ARTICLE SUMMARY

Talking Points: Organic 
vs. Conventional Food 
Do you get asked or even wonder yourself about the difference in organic 
versus conventional foods? Read the talking points presented in this article to 
learn more about these foods and how to answer questions that you may get 
on this topic. 
    
   

• FFA Precept: FFA.PL-A, FFA.PL-C, FFA.PL-E, FFA.PG-J, FFA.CS-M, FFA.CS-N, FFA.CS-O • Common Core-Reading: Information Text: CCSS.ELA.RI.9.10.2, CCSS.ELA.RI.9-10.4 • Common Core-Writing: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2
• Common Core-Speaking and Listening: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 • Common Core – Literacy in Science & Technical Subjects: Writing: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9.10.4 • Common Core-Math 
Practices: MP2, MP6  • AFNR Career Ready Practices: CRP.02, CRP.04 • P21 Skills: COMMUNICATION, CRITICAL THINKING AND PROBLEM SOLVING, GLOBAL AWARENESS, INITIATIVE AND SELF-DIRECTION, LEADERSHIP AND 
RESPONSIBILITY, THINKING CREATIVELY

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT

https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2012/03/22/organic-101-what-usda-organic-label-means
https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2012/03/22/organic-101-what-usda-organic-label-means
https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2012/03/22/organic-101-what-usda-organic-label-means



























