2021 National FFA Floriculture Career Development Event
Growing Procedures
Wednesday Event
Time Allotted: 10 minutes
Possible Points: 100 Points

Event Coordinator – Kelsey Minalga 

Each participant will be presented with several plugs that they will be expected to plant correctly based on the scoring criteria. The participant will be asked to answer judges’ questions after their demonstration. The participant will be evaluated on their understanding of planting techniques and ability to answer judges questions. Students will have 8 minutes total, 7 of those will be to complete the assigned task and the remaining one will be for judges’ questions. 
Judging Uniformity: 
Each judging room will be set up with a table and all material needed to complete the growing procedures activity. Judges will stand on one side of the table and observe the students while they work (chairs are available if needed). Score them appropriately while they are working, please refrain from talking to the student while they work. If the student tries to talk to you during the activity, politely ask them to work silently. If students ask you questions during the event, please inform them that you are not allowed to answer questions at this time. 
NOTE 1: For fairness (perceived and real), please avoid judging contestants from your home state. Also avoid judging more than two students from the same state. 
NOTE 2: Please be respectful to each of the students you are judging. Please put your phone away while judging is taking place.  If you find yourself needing to step away, take a restroom break, or getting distracted please let the room lead know BETWEEN judging groups. 

Event Rules:
Growing Procedures (100 points)
Ten minutes will be allowed for this section including questions from the judges. Seven (7) minutes to complete the assigned task, 1 minute for judges’ questions, and 2 minutes for judges scoring.
POTTING OF YOUNG PLANTS (PLUGS OR LINERS)
• Participants will be asked to plant young plants in the pots provided. Each participant will be given a group of young plants from which to select their transplants from; an appropriate pot or pots; potting medium; and ID stake and a marking pencil.
• Scoring criteria are presented on the Potting of Young Plants Practicum Rubric, which will be recorded by a judge.

Event Overview
The students will be placed around a table that will contain
· [bookmark: _Hlk85540183]Cell pack container
· Viola plugs
· Various types of Soilless root medium (potting mix, peat, perlite, etc)
· ID stake
· Marker 
At the beginning of the event, the event coordinator will read the following to all the students: 
“You are to select violas plugs from those provided to you and plant them in the cell packs on your table. You will need to select the best soilless medium to use with your plugs. You will also need to label your cell pack with the plant stake provided; the information that you need about the violas can be found on the paper on your table. You will have up to 7 minutes to complete this activity.”
 “Please do not explain or speak to the judges during the planting process. If you finish before the 7 minutes are up, present your finished product to the judge (place it in front of the judge) and the judge will ask you a few questions about your planting process.” Once you have answered the judges’ questions, you may return to your seat. (PAUSE) 
Show students where to locate material available for them to use. Ask if anyone has questions.  Then Start timer and say “You may begin.”
When 6 minutes have passed, the event coordinator will announce a 1-minute warning.
At the end of 7 minutes, the event coordinator will call time and the contestants will be given one (1) minute to answer any judge’s questions.  
At the end of 8 minutes, contestants will be asked to leave to rejoin their group. The remaining two minutes will be used by the judge to score the contestant. 
The event coordinator will serve as the official timekeeper.  Three event assistants will serve as monitors.  The monitors will make sure that the material used for the propagation area are adequate to support contest activities at all times.  The event assistants will also refresh the area prior to the entrance of the next group of contestants. 



Scoring Information: 
It is important that all judges follow the scoring rubric. Use the following notes as a guideline to help you with scoring each student: 
1.	Selection of Plugs or Liners – Students should select plugs that appear healthy without damaged leaves or other visible marks that are similar in size and appearance
2.	Proper Planting Depth – A hole is made BEFORE they place their plug in the container, the entire root ball is covered and stem is still visible.  
3.	Labeling of plant/pot – A label is included that contains date planted, plant name, cultivar  
4.	Correct growing medium level in pot  - growing medium is added to fill the pot to the inner lip leaving room to water the plant 
5.	Plug/ Liner Arrangement and Angle – Student plants 1 plug in each hole of the cell pack, plugs are planted straight up and down
6.	Firmness of Growing Medium – After planting, soil medium is tapped and firmed around each plant to ensure the plant stays upright.  
7.	General Appearance – final product presented to judges clean and in a sellable condition 
8.	Cuttings labeled Correctly – cuttings should have plant name and planting date 
9.	Response to questions – answers all questions accurately 



Judges Questions / Conversation Guide: 
Below are questions to help the interview portion run smoothly for each student. It is on a single page so place it somewhere you can use it for quick reference until you are familiar with all the parts. Please allow for a variety of responses that may be “correct.”
It is the contestant's task to answer your question thoroughly and accurately, providing additional supporting details/information as appropriate. Please refrain from commenting or assisting them during the interview. 
Your judging role-play is monitor students as they complete the growing procedures task and then test their knowledge using the questions below:  

Hello, I have two questions for you today:
1.	Water was not available for this event. How would you have watered your plugs if it was available? 
a.	Thoroughly watered, moistening the top of the growing medium and allow water to seep through the container escaping from the bottom
2.	What made this growing media the best choice?   
a.	Uniform blend, allowed for good drainage but also has moisture holding ability 

If you feel like you have collected all the information you need to score them accurately before the 2 minutes to up, you may dismiss them from the interview to return to their group. Please keep all comments and answers positive.  Even if what they create or answer is incorrect, do not correct them.  Incorrect answers or issues with the interview should be reflected on the score card and not back to the student.















GROWING PROCEDURES PRACTICUM
Judges Information Guide

Please use the following chart to keep up with what states you have judged. Please refrain from judging more than two students from the same state. 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




Available of the interview table: 
· Cell pack container
· Viola plugs (Viola Admire Mix Maxi)
· Various types of Soilless root medium (potting mix, peat, perlite, etc)
· ID stake
· Marker 

Questions to ask during the interview:
Hello, I have two questions for you today:
1.	Water was not available for this event. How would you have watered your plugs if it was available? 
a.	Thoroughly watered, moistening the top of the growing medium and allow water to seep through the container escaping from the bottom
2.	What made this growing media the best choice?  
a.	Uniform blend, allowed for good drainage but also has moisture holding ability 
 
