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Student Learning Objectives:
After completing these activities, students will…
1. Determine the steps needed to advocate for agriculture. 
2. Distinguish the need for advocating for agriculture.  
3. Create their own plans for advocating for agriculture. 

Time Required: 45 minutes
Resources:   
1.  FFA.org  
2. Bayer’s AgVocacy website: https://www.cropscience.bayer.us/our-commitment/agvocate 
Equipment and Supplies Needed:
1. A copy of the “Ten Steps to AgVocation” worksheet for each student 
2. Internet access for students

THIS QUICK LESSON PLAN WOULD WORK WELL AS PART OF: 
1. A unit about agricultural advocacy.
2. A lesson on communication. 

These activities are aligned to the following standards:

FFA Precept
· FFA.PL-A.Action: Assume responsibility and take the necessary steps to achieve the desired results, no matter what the goal or task at hand. 
· FFA.PG-I.Professional Growth: Assume responsibility for attaining and improving upon the skills needed for career success. 
· FFA.PG-J.Mental Growth: Embrace cognitive and intellectual development relative to reasoning, thinking and coping. 
· FFA.CS-M.Communication: Effectively interact with others in personal and professional settings. 
AFNR Cluster Skills
· CS.01. Analyze how issues, trends, technologies and public policies impact systems in the Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Career Cluster. 
Common Core - Writing
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.         
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Common Core - Speaking and Listening
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
Common Core - Language
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Common Core - Math Practices
· CCSS.MP3: Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.
· CCSS.MP6: Attend to precision.
· CCSS.MP7: Look for and make use of structure.
AFNR Career Ready Practices
· CRP.02. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. Career-ready individuals readily access and use the knowledge and skills acquired through experience and education to be more productive.
· CRP.04. Communicate clearly, effectively, and with reason. Career-ready individuals communicate thoughts, ideas and action plans with clarity, whether using written, verbal and/or visual methods. 
· CRP.05. Consider the environmental, social and economic impact of decisions. Career-ready individuals understand the interrelated nature of their actions and regularly make decisions that positively impact and/or mitigate negative impact on other people, organizations and the environment. 
· CRP.06. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. Career-ready individuals regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their organization.
· CRP.08. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  Career-ready individuals readily recognize problems in the workplace, understand the nature of the problem, and devise effective plans to solve the problem.
Partnership for 21st Century Skills 
· Civic Literacy 
· Communication
· Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
· Information Literacy   
· Information, Communications, and Technology Literacy     
· Initiative and Self-direction 
· Media Literacy

Lesson Plan:
1. Introduction: Start the lesson or class by having students define advocacy.  You can allow them to use a dictionary or the internet.  After they agree on a definition as a class have them further define agricultural advocacy. 

Examples: Advocacy is the act or process of supporting a cause or proposal. Agricultural advocacy is the act or process of supporting a cause or proposal connected to agriculture or an agriculture topic. 

2. Activity: Each student needs a copy of the handout “Ten Steps to AgVocation.” Have students work in class to do all the steps that Bayer suggests are necessary for AgVocation. 

3. Follow Up: Have students share the plans they came up with for AgVocation. Ensure that they have a strategy that will allow them to enact these plans to make a difference. Ask them the following: How are you going to utilize the plans that you have created? Who is going to hold you accountable for using these plans? 

4. Leveling Up: Have students research five different topics for which they would like to become an AgVocate and develop a plan on how they will influence others in those topics. After the research is complete, have the students debate on the topics using the information that they have learned from the 10 tips. 

Another option for leveling up is using Habitudes in conjunction with what the students have learned here.  To order a free classroom set visit shopffa.org and search Habitudes.  Add it to your cart as you normally would and complete your order. 
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Directions:
Answer the questions below as you complete the tasks associated with Bayer’s Ten Ways to AgVocate. 
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1. ________________________

2. ________________________

3. ________________________
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If you need more room, use a blank sheet of paper and attach it to this worksheet.
Find three opportunities to be an advocate for agriculture in your community and list them here: 

1. ______________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________

Which social media platforms do you plan on using and why? 







Have a conversation with a classmate about a topic for which you will advocate: 

Topic: __________________________

Classmate’s Signature: 

Please sign to signify that you participated in a conversation with a classmate about advocating for a specific topic in agriculture.
Send a letter to your government representatives. Attach the letter to this worksheet, and write the street address or email address of one of the representatives below. Google should be a help to find this information.  





Find one way that you can mentor others by sharing resources and write it here: 







Find three reputable resources that will help you advocate for your agricultural topic and write them below: 







Find three classmates that are advocating for a different topic that you would also like to support: 

1. __________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________
Create a blog, video or lesson that will help you in advocating for the topic of your choice within agriculture. Use the space below to plan the blog, video or lesson. 
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Join Facebook Groups to connect with
like-minded peers.

www.facebook com/groups/agvocate





image4.png




image40.png




image5.PNG
SHARE

Use social media as a tool and way to share info and knowledge.

Reference: 6 AgVocates You Shouid Be Following.*Crop Science, A Division Of
Bayer. 07 July 2016. Web.
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Establish a presence.
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Represent modern Agriculture with pride,
and use your wardrobe as a talking point.

Rolrence:Waganes, Rae. “Wha he
Weil-Dressad Aglocat Wears for @ O

T *AgChat Sept. 2016, Web.
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Ways to
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Actively listen to other's concerns and provide your
expertise on a given subject.
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Contact your government representatives and help them
make informed decisions.

Reference: Amatull, Jenna. Here's How To Make Sure Congress Hears
You." The Huffington Post. TheHuflingtonPost.com, 14 Nov. 2016. Web.
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Help others make their voices heard by sharing resources
and knowledge.
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Make use of information from trusted resources.
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SUPPORT

Help foster our next generation of growers, agronomists,
scientists, journalists and industry experts.
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FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.











