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Agricultural Education and Communication Career Focus Area Resources
Created: 07/2020
National FFA provides free resources for teachers that are in alignment with the identified career focus areas. This document will provide a comprehensive list of all resources available in a pathway.
Agricultural Education and Communications Career Focus Area Educational Resources:

	Title
	Description
	Image

	3 Great Enemies of
Growth and Happiness
	Students develop a plan to overcome obstacles that exist when trying to reach their goals.
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	AFNR Value Chain
	Within the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Value Chain, technology, personal health, sustainability and nutrition are significant drivers in an ever-expanding industry. These resources have been created to help students become further engaged in agriculture.
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As in any industry, consumers and technology drive what and how things are produced. Right now, personal

health, sustainability and nutrition are significant drivers affecting agriculture. food and natural resources, but

there are other market factors constantly weighing on these industries as well. including economics,
governmental policies, the environment, ad demographics and more. Meanwhile. innovation makes

involvement in these industries ever-expanding.
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	AgCareers.com Food and Agriculture Career Guide Implementation Guide
	Guide students to career success using the tools and resources in the AgCareers.com Food and Agriculture Career Guide.
	[image: image3.png]




	AgEd Academy
	Online learning modules that educate users on foundational agricultural education knowledge.
Modules:
· AgEd Overview
· FFA
	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




	AgExplorer —
Agricultural Education
	A platform that allows students to explore more than 250 unique careers in agriculture.

Students can take a career finder assessment, search through career profiles and watch videos to learn about agriculture careers.

Virtual field trips to ag-based companies are offered live and on demand with educators’ guides.

Activities, worksheets and lessons are offered on the Educator Resources page.
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	AgExplorer Exploration
	Students can use this lesson to guide themselves through AgExplorer.
	[image: image6.png]Neme__________________

QEEXPLHKER
step: prework

Wt et st e o o b can el T i i b

Step 2 Go o o agenporer.com,spend 15 minutes xploig the webst,and nswer the questons below:

Wt reth ine st caeer focus areas?

[T———————— )
e
g
- e,
>






	AgExplorer
Implementation Guide
	This guide is designed to help teachers and advisors incorporate agriculture career exploration into their courses. It can be used as a complete career exploration unit, an outline to integrate career exploration throughout an entire course or a supplement to any curriculum.
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	AgExplorer Video Activity 
	This is a general activity to be used with any of the videos in the AgExplorer video center.
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	The Agriculture Career Matchmaker 
	Introduce agriculture careers to students by giving them the role of a career matchmaker, making career recommendations based on a given profile. Students will also explore and define characteristics they are looking for in a future career.
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Part 1
Directions:

You are the agriculture career matchmaker. People come to you looking for advice on what their next career move
Should be Read each scenario below to learm more about your clients and what they are looking for in = career. AS you
read, highlight or underline keywords or phrases that will help you match the right career with esch person. Then Use.
AGEXRIRIE o find a career to match them with and answer the questions nder each scenario.

Paige Planterman
Paige I a high school senior wha is looking forward to warking in the.
agriculture industry but needs help deciding what o do. Paige has
been i FFA for the last four years and has really enjoyed competing in
career development events ke nursery/landscape and sgronomy. She
is interested In going to either community college or university before
entering her Career and her best subjects in school are math and
<cience. Ideally, she sees herself working in a hands-on environment,
partially outside and partially inside. She would like to eventually work
N her way up to leading a team of some sort and having a real impact on

making decisions in her workplace.
1 What are two careers you think Paige should consider?
b

2 Explein at least three reasons why you are recommending these careers What aspects of Paige’s profile led you
to select these careers for her?

5. What additional kinds of lassroom, EFA of SAE activities could Paige take advantage of ta help prepare her for
these careers? (Name at least three )





	Battle of the Best –
Agriculture Careers
	Use this lesson to allow students to explore the breadth and depth of different agriculture careers within the nine career focus areas.
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	Bell Ringers for the Agricultural Science Classroom
Accompanying PowerPoint for Display
	This document serves as a resource for agriculture educators and advisors to incorporate quick ways to engage students at the beginning of each scheduled time block (i.e., class, FFA meetings, etc.).
Utilize the PowerPoint slides to easily display each bell ringer question.
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	CDE, LDE and Agriscience Research Choice Board
	Career and leadership development events (CDEs/LDEs) and agriscience research help develop college- and career-readiness skills. Through this resource, students will be challenged to learn about and explore different events offered by National FFA.
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	Ceremonies
	Find each of the different components of official FFA ceremonies in both English and Spanish.
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Official FFA ceremonies are a source of pride, identity and tradition among FFA members
and chapters. Ceremonies emphasize the purpose of meetings, the duties of officers and
the significance of recognition given to individuals.

All official FFA ceremonies are to be memorized, rehearsed and conducted with pride and
dignity. A “walk-through” in the room where the meeting, banquet or special function is
to be held will ensure a smooth performance if proper physical arrangements are
complete and all parties know their responsibilities and speaking assignments. Never
forget that you and your chapter are on display. Your performance should reflect
sincerity and professionalism.

Use correct terminology according to gender. For example, use “madam president” in
addressing a female president.





	College Search
	Explore the pros and cons of attending college and the options that exist both in and out of agriculture.
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	Cover Letter
	Students explore the ins and outs of cover letter development.
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	Current Events
	Students explore current events in agriculture.
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	Discover Careers in Agriculture
	Explore careers in agriculture.
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	Emily Seifert – SAE – Agricultural Communications
	Emily’s SAE is in the area of agricultural communications. She writes blog posts for the agriculture blog, Raised in a Barn. Her blog posts are also featured on her chapter’s website.
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	Employability (Soft) Skills
	Students work to learn the (soft) skills needed to be successful.
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	Employment Skills LDE Classroom Resource
	Participants in the National FFA Employment Skills Leadership Development Event (LDE) get a leg up on their future careers by developing the skills needed to seek employment in the industry of agriculture.
	[image: image18.png]v CESSSLs 12 1 CESs 61542 7, b 07, CRp B4 SRS

Job Interview: What to Do?

DIRECTION

Use the infographic "The 3 Stages of a Succassful Job Inferview,” available a hitps://theundarcovarracruiter.com/stage:
Succasstul-intarvieu/, to match the appropriate task to the stage in the ntarviewing process.

1. Have multiple copies of your resume

t impression
3. Research company

4. Don't be late!

5. Send a thank you note A Pre-interview

6. Don't post on social media 8. The Interview

7. Highlight your skills and the €. Post-interview

connection to the job description
8. Turn your cell phone OFF

9. Telling your story

10. Prepare for the question: "Tell me
about yourself.” (One-minute pitch)

11. Eye contact

12. Strong hand shake

13. Speak in a positive tone of voice

14. Research the person you are
interviewing with





	FFA 101 – Video Library
	A video collection introducing students to FFA.
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	FFA Fundamentals
Choice Board
	The “FFA Fundamentals” choice board is designed to help students quickly learn FFA basics while exploring FFA.org. This is the perfect activity for an FFA unit or for Discovery and Greenhand FFA Degree candidates.
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	FFA New Horizons
Teaching Guide
	A teaching resource that follows along with the content in the FFA New Horizons magazine. The teaching guide is released quarterly with each new issue of the magazine.
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	FFA Student Handbook
	The Official FFA Student Handbook (16th ed.) is available in both English and Spanish. An advisor’s guide, complete with lesson plans and videos, is available online.

· Spanish version available online.
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	FFA.org Scavenger Hunt
Choice Board
	The FFA choice boards facilitate student exploration across all facets of FFA.org as well as AgExplorer. There are choice boards for use during a variety of time spans (six weeks, nine weeks, one semester and a full year). Choose the time span that works best with your curriculum.
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FFA Choice Board

DIRECTIONS:
Over the next six weeks you will complete at least one of the following tasks each week. Some of the tasks will take longer

than others, but you can complete them in any order you choose. There are a total of nine activities that must be completed
by the time the six weeks are over. Your due date for completion of this board is
in each block below as you complete it. Each board is worth a total of 100 points. The maximum point value for each activity
is at the bottom of each block.

Use FFA.org and AgExplorer.com to complete the tasks.

. Shade or color

SIX-WEEK PLAN

Remember/
Understand

What are the purposes of the
212° and 360° Conferences?

5 points

Write a brief summary of a
trending FFA news story.

5 points

Choose one career or leadership
development event. Describe what
participants do during that event.

5 points

Apply/Analyze/
Evaluate

Watch an SAE video of your
choice and write a short
summary about the video.

Video name:

(The videos can be found
https://www.ffa.org/ffa-video-

center/sae-video-library/.)
10 points

Complete the AgExplorer
Exploration worksheet.

(Ask your teacher for the Appendix 1
worksheet.)

10 points

What is FFA?

Choose one of the following

methods to answer the question:

« Write a summary paragraph.

« Draw a cartoon that summarizes
the facts.

« Write a song or poem that
summarizes the facts.

10 points

Create

Follow the steps to effective
advocacy to create a one-minute
speech that respectfully shares
your opinion about a hot-button
agricultural issue.

(The steps can be found
https://www.ffa.orq/ag-literacy-and-
advocacy/.)

15 points

Complete the Career Finder
assessment on AgExplorer.com.
You will receive four matches that
are in no particular order. Rank
your matches from the career you
find most interesting to the one
you find least interesting.

20 points

Create a resume using the FFA
Resume Generator.

(This can be accessed via your
FFA.org dashboard. You must be
logged in to complete.)

20 points






	FFA: What’s It All About?
	Students will explore the aspects of FFA that attract new members.
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	Food and Agricultural Literacy Curriculum – Careers in Agricultural Science
	This middle school curriculum includes more than 150 free lesson plans — that’s a year’s worth of introductory agriculture content bundled into one location. These lessons are great for building your students’ agricultural literacy and awareness and helping them apply what they have learned.
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	Food for America
	Food for America is an educational program focusing on agricultural literacy in elementary schools and communities. It is a program developed to assist FFA members and all agricultural education students in leadership skill development as they reach out to youth, peers and their entire communities by sharing the world of agriculture.
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	Generic SAE Video
Activity Sheet
	Use this generic SAE video activity sheet with any SAE video.
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	Growing Opportunities Infographic
	Students will explore the vast number of career opportunities in agriculture.
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	Job Interview
	Students will identify and learn skills associated with being prepared for a job interview.
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	Keynote-Retiring Addresses
	These activity guides are designed to engage students in the retiring addresses from the National FFA officers.

Each activity guide allows students to watch a retiring address, answer associated questions and complete activities.
	[image: image30.png]




	Kristyn Bauer- Ag Education SAE

	Through Kristyn Bauer’s SAE, she helps others experience chicken egg incubation and hatching.
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	LifeKnowledge
	An online curriculum with accompanying handouts that teaches real lessons for real life. The curriculum is divided into middle school, high school and advanced high school sections.
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DEFINING F INAL VISION

Unit. Stage One of Development—ME
Problem Area. Who Am I in Light of Serving Others.

Precepts. Definition of Vision

National Standards. NL-ENG.K-12.7 — Evaluating Data — Students conduct

y generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems.
They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of sources to communicate their dis-

m Student Learning Objectives. As a result of this lesson, the student will ...
| Define a personal vision.
2 Analyze components of a personal vision.

3 Evaluate keys to a successful vision.

© 2004 National FFA Organization
44 Itis llegal 1o reproduce copies of this material
Knowlesel without written permission from the National FFA Organization.
National FFA Organization






	Literacy Strategies
	Use these strategies to assist with comprehension.
	[image: image33.png]3-2-1 Activity Sheet






	Mpower
	A guide to chapter leadership that provides guidance along with samples and examples of resources used throughout the chapter officer selection process. This also includes resources to assist officers with their growth and development throughout their year as a chapter officer.
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	National FFA Convention & Expo Choice Board
	This educators’ guide is a resource for advisors who bring students to national convention and expo and/or have students remain at school during convention.

Resource includes a follow-up component for use after convention.
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	National FFA Week Implementation Guide
	This guide serves as a resource for agriculture educators, advisors, chapter FFA officers, state FFA officers, state FFA staff, and alumni and supporters to assist in planning and executing an engaging National FFA Week experience for the FFA chapter, school and community.
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	Presentations
	Students explore how to give powerful presentations.
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	Raise Your Voice
	Students will identify and describe key aspects of the FFA organization.
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	Reaching New Heights
	Reaching New Heights lesson plans are designed for teaching a course in leadership or training your chapter officer team. 
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	Recruitment and Retention
	Rev It Up is a toolkit of materials focusing on recruitment, engagement and volunteerism for rural youth.
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	Resumes
	Students will work to develop a well-planned resume.
	[image: image41.png]Do You Really Need It?
m};:m:"::.rmm"m:;mm""m e e e e

Ui 2 your Gream 557 it S s it o 857

Itams on resume that are rlevant © this positon and why:

Items on rasume that s not relevant 2 this positon and why:

Items on razume that are repestad

Items that T have dane that ar relavant to the positon but nt on resume:

b o e bl ot e s e o oo s s ol





	SAE for All
	This site provides information on SAE opportunities based on exploring passions and career interests. Students start with a Foundational SAE and then expand to include one or more Immersion SAEs. Find activity guides and more that make it easy for all students to have an SAE.

*E-learning modules are available on the Educator and Student pages.
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	SAE Idea Cards:
Agricultural Education
and Communication
	PDF versions of SAE cards divided by career focus areas (similar to Agriculture Food and Natural Resource (AFNR) pathways)

The purpose of the SAE Idea Cards is to assist students with developing ideas for SAEs. There are 360 SAE ideas in nine different focus areas that can be downloaded or used online.
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	SAEs Inspiring Careers
Video Activity
	This activity is a generic worksheet to accompany the SAEs Inspiring Careers Videos.
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Part 1
Directions:
Watch an "SAES Inspiring Careers" video and complete the activity below. The videos can be found at EEA ora/ffa-video-
center/sags inspiring-career:
1. Whois the professional in the video you watched?
Name Company:
Job Title:

2 Explain what this person doss i theif ole in two or three sentences

5. What SAE did this individual have in high school?

4 Howdo the skills they learned in their SAS prepare them for their current career?

5 What savice do they give to students like you?






	SAE Monopoly
	Introduce students to the vast SAE opportunities available to them through playing SAE Monopoly, thinking critically and brainstorming SAE for themselves and their peers.
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	SAE Planning
	Students will plan out their SAEs.
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	SAE: Start Small, Grow Big
	Students explore how to grow their SAEs.
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	SAE Video Choice Board
	This document serves as a resource to incorporate SAE videos into the classroom.  These videos allow students to learn about and develop/enhance their SAEs. There are a series of choice boards available: six-week, nine-week, quarter, first-half of the semester and second-half of the semester. Choose the format that best suits your classroom.
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	SAE: What Should I Do?
	Students will learn about different SAEs and then develop SMART goals.
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	Sense of Belonging
Celebration Lesson
	Introduce diverse fall and winter celebrations to students by having students research different celebrations, what foods are eaten during those celebrations and what agricultural products are needed to make those foods.
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	Speaking LDEs
	This lesson series contains five lessons designed to introduce students to public speaking as a skill through the various public speaking CDEs that National FFA has. 
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	Substitute Teaching Guides:

Career Exploration and Planning
	These Substitute Teaching guides include one-day, three-day and five-day options for curated and cohesive activities focused on different topics and career pathways that teachers can leave for substitute teachers while away from school. Each plan includes links to all resources and is fully editable to suit the needs of each individual classroom.
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Career Exploration and Planning
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Table of Contents

e One-Day Plans

o This section contains a list of existing activities related to career exploration and planning that would

work well to leave for your students when you will be away from your classroom for a single day. There
Is also a choice board of these activities.

e Three-Day Plans

o This section contains two options for cohesive plans related to career exploration and planning that
would work to leave for your students when you will be away from your classroom for three consecutive
days. Each plan contains activities that connect well to each other as well as a sheet with daily

introductory and closure activities/questions (bell work and exit tickets) to further connect the activities
and concepts to each other.

= Option 1. Career Exploration Using AgExplorer
= Option 2: College and Trade School Exploration

e Five-Day Plans

o This section contains two options for cohesive plans related to career exploration and planning that
would work to leave for your students when you will be away from your classroom for five consecutive
days. Each plan contains activities that connect well to each other as well as a sheet with daily

introductory and closure activities/questions (bell work and exit tickets) to further connect the activities
and concepts to each other

= Option 1. Agricultural Careers: Becoming the Expert
= Option 2: Preparing a Resume
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	Taylor and Keegan Smith – SAE – Happy Souls Sock Ministry-Service Learning
	Taylor and Keegan Smith’s SAE is “Happy Souls Sock Ministry” and is in the service-learning area. They got the idea for this SAE because they wanted to do something positive in the community and came up with the idea of donating socks to those in need. Watch this video to learn about the responsibilities of their SAE and how they work together as brother and sister.
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	Team Agriculture
	Students connect their interests in agriculture. 
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	Texting Do’s and Don’ts
	Students will explore when and how to use texting in a professional setting.
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	We Are John Deere –
Tim Anderson
	Students will learn about careers at John Deere.
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	When I Grow Up –
Discover Ag Careers
	A resource developed by American Farm Bureau Federation. Use this resource to explore careers in agriculture, food and natural resources with students in Grades 6-8.
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	Which STEM Career
is Right for You?
	Students can use the infographic to determine which STEM career could be right for them.
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Other Agricultural Education and Communications Systems Career Focus Area Resources:

	Title
	Description
	Image

	Agricultural Communications CDE
	Students interested in journalism, broadcasting, web design and more learn to communicate effectively while advocating for agriculture.
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	Agricultural Issues Forum LDE
	Participants research the pros and cons of an agricultural issue and present their findings to a panel of judges.
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	Agricultural Sales CDE
	Students work as a team to collaboratively build a sales plan and demonstrate skills in customer relations.
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	AgriScience Fair
	The National FFA Agriscience Fair recognizes students who gain real-world, hands-on experiences in agricultural enterprises.
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	Conduct of Chapter Meetings LDE
	FFA members in Grades 7-9 are introduced to parliamentary procedure and effective meetings.
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	Creed Speaking LDE
	FFA members recite the National FFA Creed to develop public speaking skills and self-confidence.
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	Employment Skills LDE
	Participants in the National FFA Employment Skills Leadership Development Event (LDE) get a leg up on their future careers by developing the skills needed to seek employment in the industry of agriculture.
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	Extemporaneous Public Speaking LDE
	Students showcase their agricultural knowledge and ability to think on their feet in front of a panel of judges.
	[image: image63.png]




	Marketing Plan CDE
	Participants in the marketing plan CDE present a marketing plan for an agricultural product, supply or service.
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	Parliamentary Procedure LDE
	During the parliamentary procedure LDE, teams conduct a mock chapter meeting to demonstrate their knowledge of basic parliamentary law and the correct use of parliamentary procedures.
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	Prepared Public Speaking LDE
	During the prepared public speaking LDE, students present a speech on an agriculture-related topic.
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	Proficiency Awards
	Agricultural Communication-Entrepreneurship/Placement

Agricultural Education-Entrepreneurship/Placement

Agricultural Sales-Entrepreneurship/Placement

Agriscience Research-Integrated Systems (Social Science Research)
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FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.
















