
Make It Short and Say Thank You
Created: 06/2021 by the National FFA Organization

Description: The purpose of this lesson series is to guide students through the agriscience research process. Skills learned through this process are in alignment with the National FFA Agriscience Fair award area.
Student Learning Objectives:
After completing these activities, students will …
1. Identify the purpose of an abstract.
2. Create an abstract for their own research. 
3. Describe an acknowledgement.
4. Create an acknowledgement for their own research.

Suggested Grade Level:
Grades 9 and 10 (This lesson is written so instructors can scale up or down based on class needs.)

Suggested Time:  45 minutes (*Time requirements may vary based upon student understanding and class schedule .)

Resources/References:  
1. Website: USC Libraries, https://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/abstract
2. Video: “Lupita Nyong’o Winning Best Supporting Actress,” https://youtu.be/73fz_uK-vhs
3. Template: Agriscience Fair Written Report Template, https://ffa.box.com/s/2egran7ktpntyot680scgn3a3fhjy5ul

Equipment and Supplies Needed:
1. A copy of the “Make It Short and Say Thank You” worksheet for each student
2. Internet access to play the video in real time or embed it in a PowerPoint ahead of time

Cross-Curricular Connections: 
	Science
	English/Language Arts

	Identify the purpose of an abstract and acknowledgement in a research paper.
	Write an abstract and acknowledgment for your own research.



Student Activity Sheets:
Direct access to student activity sheets without lesson plan or answer key for easy upload to a learning management system or printing for classwork.

https://ffa.box.com/s/3daxbnxw13ug3w1iofpdtr1o6nalkug1 (Word)
https://ffa.box.com/s/xyco6f1vdqim6xf9xp4axkj3xqjelsjc (PDF)





These activities are aligned to the following standards:

FFA Precept
· FFA.PL-A.Action: Assume responsibility and take the necessary steps to achieve the desired results, no matter what the goals or task at hand.
· FFA.PL-C.Vision: Visualize the future and how to get there. 
· FFA.PL-E.Awareness: Understand personal vision, mission and goals. 
· FFA.PL-F.Continuous Improvement: Accept responsibility for learning and personal growth.
· FFA.PG-J.Mental Growth: Embrace cognitive and intellectual development relative to reasoning, thinking and coping.
· FFA.PG-I.Professional Growth: Assume responsibility for attaining and improving upon the skills needed for career success.
· FFA.CS-N.Decision Making: Analyze a situation and execute an appropriate course of action.
Common Core – Speaking and Listening
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Common Core – Literacy in Science & Technical Subjects: Writing
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9.10.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9.10.7: Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text into visual form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate information expressed visually or mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into words.
AFNR Career Ready Practices
· CRP.02. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. Career-ready individuals readily access and use the knowledge and skills acquired through experience and education to be more productive.
· CRP.04. Communicate clearly, effectively, and with reason. Career-ready individuals communicate thoughts, ideas and action plans with clarity, whether using written, verbal and/or visual methods.
· CRP.06. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. Career-ready individuals regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their organization.
· CRP.07. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. Career-ready individuals are discerning in accepting and using new information to make decisions, change practices or inform strategies.
· CRP.08. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. Career-ready individuals readily recognize problems in the workplace, understand the nature of the problem, and devise effective plans to solve the problem.
Partnership for 21st Century Skills 
· Communication
· Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
· Flexibility and Adaptability
· Initiative and Self-direction
· Leadership and Responsibility
· Think Creatively

Lesson Plan:
1. Bell Ringer: Would you rather watch a movie in its entirety to learn what it is about, or would you rather read a short synopsis first? Why?

2. Introduction: Reading a synopsis of a movie prior to watching the entire film is typically preferred so as not to waste time on something that will not provide an enjoyable viewing experience. Just like movies and books, it is preferable to read a description to better understand all the pieces of a research study prior to reading the entire study. These short descriptions are known as abstracts.
 
3. Activity: Each student needs a copy of the worksheet “Make It Short and Say Thank You.”  
a. Part 1: Students should begin by reading the description of the movie Chimpanzee by Disney Studios and answer the questions.  Students will then make a connection between the description of a movie and why short descriptions, called an abstract, are important for a research paper. Note: When writing an abstract, “spoilers” about the results are OK to include, unlike in movies.
b. Part 2: Abstracts play an important role in allowing a reader to gain an understanding of what they are about to read, allowing the reader to decide if they would like to read the entire study. So, what makes an effective research abstract? Using the following resource from USC Libraries, https://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/abstract, have students complete the activities. The final step will be to use what is learned and begin to construct the four parts (purpose, procedure, results and conclusion) for their own abstracts.
c. Part 3: Students are now going to take what they have learned and drafted and, in the space provided, create their final abstracts for their research studies. This can be evaluated with the rubric in the answer key section.
d. Part 4: Have students watch the video “Lupita Nyong’o Winning Best Supporting Actress,” available at https://youtu.be/73fz_uK-vhs. In the video, students will see Lupita Nyong’o’s acceptance speech for best supporting actress award. Students will then answer questions about the speech to recognize why saying “thank you” is important and how that applies even to research. Students will then develop their own acknowledgment sections for their research papers. The rubric for this step is in the answer key section.

4. Follow-up: Have students share their acknowledgment sections with those they are thanking.

5. Exit Ticket: What benefit does an abstract have for a reader, and why should we thank those that have helped with our studies?
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Make It Short and Say Thank YouAligned to the following standards:
FFA.PL-A; FFA.PL-C; FFA.PL-E; FFA.PL-F; FFA.PG-J; FFA.CS_N; CCSS.ELA.SL.9.10.1; CCSS.ELA.WHST.9.10.4; CCSS.ELA.RST.9.10.7; CRP.02; CRP.04; CRP.06; CRP.07; CRP.08

Part 1
Directions:
Read the following movie description and answer the questions.

Sourced from: https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/disneynature_chimpanzee







Image sourced from wired.com

What did you learn about this movie from the description?







Do you feel confident you know what the movie is about and can decide if you want to see it?

Yes            No     (circle one)

Why?











Why do you think the movie creators provide a short description of the movie?




[image: ]



Do you think it would be beneficial for a research paper to have a short summary for the reader? Why or why not?



Using your brainstorming skills, what do you think should be included in an abstract for a research study? Identify a minimum of four items.

1.



2.



3.



4.
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Note: When writing an abstract, “spoilers” about the results are OK to include, unlike in movies.



	


NAME:

Part 2
Directions:
Abstracts play an important role in allowing a reader to gain an understanding of what they are about to read, allowing the reader to decide if they would like to read the entire study. So, what makes an effective research abstract? Using the following resource from USC Libraries, https://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/abstract, complete the activities below.
[image: ] 
1. How many words should be used in an abstract?
a. Under 200 words
b. Under 300 words
c. Under 400 words
d. Under 500 words

2. Which of the following should not be included in the abstract?
a. Citations
b. Tables/graphics
c. Abbreviations
d. Incomplete sentences
e. All of the above

3. In your own words, what are the four components that should be included in an abstract? 

(1)





(2)





(3)





(4)


In this space, use the four components you just identified to begin building your abstract. Each number represents a component. Add information from your research study that you can use in your abstract.

(1)












(2)












(3)












(4)












Part 3
Directions:
Let’s put it all together. Take what you have learned and drafted and, in the space provided, create your final abstract for your research study.

NOTE: It should be no longer than 300 words!


Part 4
Directions:
Watch the video “Lupita Nyong’o Winning Best Supporting Actress,” available at https://youtu.be/73fz_uK-vhs, and complete the activities below.  
Acknowledging those that have helped you reach a goal and accomplishment is important for many reasons. When completing a formal research paper, an acknowledgement section should be added. In the space provided, develop an acknowledgement that will be placed in your research paper. 
NOTE: It should be no longer than one page!
What was Lupita doing in the video you just watched?
Why do you think this step is so important?
Develop a list of people who have supported and helped you throughout this research process. Include how each person has helped you.

KEY: Make It Short and Say Thank You Aligned to the following standards:
FFA.PL-A; FFA.PL-C; FFA.PL-E; FFA.PL-F; FFA.PG-J; FFA.CS_N; CCSS.ELA.SL.9.10.1; CCSS.ELA.RST.9-10.7; CCSS.ELA.WHST.9.10.4; CRP.02; CRP.04; CRP.06; CRP.07; CRP.08

Part 1
Directions:
Read the following movie description and answer the questions.

Sourced from: https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/disneynature_chimpanzee
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What did you learn about this movie from the description?
Answers will vary.







Do you feel confident you know what the movie is about and can decide if you want to see it?
Answers will vary.

Yes            No     (circle one)

Why?











Why do you think the movie creators provide a short description of the movie? So viewers can determine if they want to watch the entire movie
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Do you think it would be beneficial for a research paper to have a short summary for the reader? Why or why not?
Yes. A short summary/abstract would be beneficial as it gives readers the opportunity to learn about what is contained in the paper to be able to decide if they want to read the entire study or not.







Using your brainstorming skills, what do you think should be included in an abstract for a research study? Identify a minimum of four items. Answers will vary.

1.



2.



3.



4.
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Note: When writing an abstract, “spoilers” about the results are OK to include, unlike in movies.








NAME:

Part 2
Directions:
Abstracts play an important role in allowing a reader to gain an understanding of what they are about read, allowing the reader to decide if they would like to read the entire study. So what makes an effective research abstract? Using the following resource from USC Libraries, https://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/abstract, complete the activities below.
[image: ] 
In this space, use the four components you just identified to begin building your abstract. Each number represents a component. Add information from your research study that you can use in your abstract. Answers will vary.

(1)












(2)












(3)












(4)











1. How many words should be used in an abstract?
a. Under 200 words
b. Under 300 words
c. Under 400 words
d. Under 500 words

2. Which of the following should not be included in the abstract?
a. Citations
b. Tables/graphics
c. Abbreviations
d. Incomplete sentences
e. All of the above

In your own words, what are the four components that should be included in an abstract? Answers will vary, but should include the following:

1. Purpose



2. Procedure overview



3. Results



4. Conclusions



Part 4
Directions:
Watch the video “Lupita Nyong’o Winning Best Supporting Actress,” available at https://youtu.be/73fz_uK-vhs, and complete the activities below.Acknowledging those that have helped you reach a goal and accomplishment is important for many reasons. When completing a formal research paper, an acknowledgement section should be added. In the space provided, develop an acknowledgement that will be placed in your research paper. 
Answers will vary.
NOTE: It should be no longer than one page!
What was Lupita doing in the video you just watched?
She is thanking those who have helped her to win the award.
Why do you think this step is so important? Giving thanks to those that have helped you accomplish a goal is important to grant recognition as well as provide a genuine thank you.
Develop a list of people who have supported and helped you throughout this research process. Include how each person has helped you. 
Answers will vary.
























































Abstract Rubric
	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Purpose
	The purpose is included and well described.
	The purpose is included and is sufficiently described.
	The purpose is included but not complete.
	The purpose is very limited or not included.

	Procedure
	The procedure is included and well described.
	The procedure is included and is sufficiently described.
	The procedure is included but not complete.
	The procedure is very limited or not included.

	Results
	Significant results are included and well described.
	The results are included and are sufficiently described.
	The results are included but not complete.
	The results are very limited or not included.

	Conclusion
	The conclusion is included and well described.
	The conclusion is included and is sufficiently described.
	The conclusion is included but not complete.
	The conclusion is very limited or not included.

	Length
	Under 300 words
	--------------------
	--------------------
	Over 300 words

	
Total

	
	
	
	
________/20



Acknowledgment Rubric
	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Acknowledgement
	A minimum of one person is acknowledged, and a well-explained reason is provided.
	A minimum of one person is recognized with a vague explanation included.
	One person is recognized, but no explanation is provided.
	General recognition is provided with nobody recognized specifically.

	Grammar
	One or fewer grammar errors
	Two grammar errors
	Three grammar errors
	More than three grammar errors

	Length
	One page or less
	--------------------
	--------------------
	Over one page

	
Total
	
	
	
	
_________/12
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Deep in an African forest lives a family of chimpanzees, including a baby named Oscar. Displaying the
playful curiosity and ingenuity of fellow primates, Oscar and his family navigate the forest's complex
territory with relative ease. Usually, the world is a playground for Oscar and his young comrades, but when
his family encounters a rival band of chimps, he is left to fend for himself. However, a surprising ally steps
in and changes Oscar's life forever.
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