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Animal Systems Career Focus Area Resources
Created: 07/2020
National FFA provides free resources for teachers that are in alignment with the identified career focus areas. This document will provide a comprehensive list of all resources available in a pathway.
Animal Systems Career Focus Area Educational Resources:

	Title
	Description
	Image

	#SpeakAg Dialogues: Why is milk consumption lower today than in years past?
	Through this #SpeakAg Dialogue, students will learn how to classify varying perspectives on issues impacting the agriculture industry.
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	Abbey Rinker – SAE –
Horse Showing Lesson Plan
	Abbey Rinker’s SAE is showing horses. Abbey’s grandmother is the inspiration for her SAE, and her whole family has helped her be successful.
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	Advocacy 
	Students explore how to advocate for agriculture.
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	AFNR Value Chain Implementation Guide
	This guide is designed to help teachers and advisors incorporate the exploration of the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (AFNR) Value Chain within their courses.
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	AgCareers.com Food and Agriculture Career Guide Implementation Guide
	Guide students to career success using the tools and resources in the AgCareers.com Food and Agriculture Career Guide.
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	AgExplorer — Animal Systems
	A platform that allows students to explore more than 250 unique careers in agriculture.

Students can take a career finder assessment, search through career profiles and watch videos to learn about agriculture careers.

Virtual field trips to ag-based companies are offered live and on demand with educators’ guides.

Activities, worksheets and lessons are offered on the Educator Resources page.
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	AgExplorer
Implementation Guide
	This guide is designed to help teachers and advisors incorporate agriculture career exploration into their courses. It can be used as a complete career exploration unit, an outline to integrate career exploration throughout an entire course or a supplement to any curriculum.
	[image: image7.png]Wt cuetionsdo o e

(T
gy

(C I NS






	AgExplorer Video Activity 
	This is a general activity to be used with any of the videos in the AgExplorer video center.
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	The Agriculture Career Matchmaker 
	Introduce agriculture careers to students by giving them the role of a career matchmaker, making career recommendations based on a given profile. Students will also explore and define characteristics they are looking for in a future career.
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Part 1
Directions:

You are the agriculture career matchmaker. People come to you looking for advice on what their next career move
Should be Read each scenario below to learm more about your clients and what they are looking for in = career. AS you
read, highlight or underline keywords or phrases that will help you match the right career with esch person. Then Use.
AGEXRIRIE o find a career to match them with and answer the questions nder each scenario.

Paige Planterman
Paige I a high school senior wha is looking forward to warking in the.
agriculture industry but needs help deciding what o do. Paige has
been i FFA for the last four years and has really enjoyed competing in
career development events ke nursery/landscape and sgronomy. She
is interested In going to either community college or university before
entering her Career and her best subjects in school are math and
<cience. Ideally, she sees herself working in a hands-on environment,
partially outside and partially inside. She would like to eventually work
N her way up to leading a team of some sort and having a real impact on

making decisions in her workplace.
1 What are two careers you think Paige should consider?
b

2 Explein at least three reasons why you are recommending these careers What aspects of Paige’s profile led you
to select these careers for her?

5. What additional kinds of lassroom, EFA of SAE activities could Paige take advantage of ta help prepare her for
these careers? (Name at least three )





	Battle of the Best –
Agriculture Careers
	Use this lesson to allow students to explore the breadth and depth of different agriculture careers within the nine career focus areas.
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	Bell Ringers for the Agricultural Science Classroom
Accompanying PowerPoint for Display
	This document serves as a resource for agriculture educators and advisors to incorporate quick ways to engage students at the beginning of each scheduled time block (i.e., class, FFA meetings, etc.).
Utilize the PowerPoint slides to easily display each bell ringer question.
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	CDE, LDE and Agriscience Research Choice Board
	Career and leadership development events (CDEs/LDEs) and agriscience research help develop college and career readiness skills. Through this resource, students will be challenged to learn about and explore different events offered by National FFA.
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	Check Us Out
	Students will explore Cargill and Zoetis and their roles in the agriculture industry.
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	Cheyenne Young – SAE –
Vet Clinic
	Cheyenne’s SAE is working at the VCA Fairleigh Animal Hospital as a veterinarian assistant. In this role, she helps the veterinarians and the veterinary technicians in the treatment room, with surgeries, etc. She also helps care for the animals by cleaning cages and making sure they are comfortable.
	[image: image74.png]


[image: image13.png]Veterinarians and Vet Techs

Fares

TN R ———

3. st s s asinning st she ook 5 3t stated it e SAE2






	Combating Food Insecurity Curriculum – Animal Production
	Students will explore how food-producing animals are managed and the role they play in nutrition.
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	Current Events
	Students explore current events in agriculture.
	[image: image15.png]NavE;

Current Event Worksheet: A Picture: “1,000 Words”

DIRECTIONS:
There’s an old saying that 3 pctures is orth = thousand werds. Bictures ar nou: the standard medium pespls uss to shars storiss in the nsws and an social

media. 1t more partinant now, arguably more than sver before, o take a 5t o time to see what 2 picture s raally saying.
1 204 22. SECOND, read the article then ansver

Using the picturs and atice provided: FIRST, analyzs the picture and ansvier

s

cribe: (What s the picture
Whatis it bouts
2out? What are ey

S hat are key details? What

De:
about

anal
earn more?)

o you notice?)

#5 |

‘Compare: (How are the picture.

Narrate: (if 1 were to write o
cle ifferent? How are they

short article about this picture, 19
write about..)

and

#2

T b st i he Wt b et e et o sl sl o e s g st





	Dairy Farms
	Students will learn about cheese production and animal ultrasounds.
	[image: image16.png]Video Response

5 rstis e rame ot e et st the i s seivareg

2 e P

3 e e (F

& e e by e e e e ey et Pt

7. Rasmaro e o o i e (st are e s B precens) e o rrerenes e v b






	Denisha Washington –
SAE – Pet Store
	Denisha’s SAE is working at a local pet store, Pet’s Palace in Louisville, KY. Some of her main responsibilities include cleaning cages, prepping feed, and feeding and watering the animals.
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	Equine Dentistry – Looking a Horse in the Mouth
	Students will explore equine dentistry as a career.
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	Experience Planning
Guides and Modules
	The Agricultural Literacy and Advocacy Model consists of four steps: plan, develop, do and reflect. These modules introduce students to the concept of advocating to four key target audiences: peers, the community, elected officials and elementary students. Each accompanying experience guides students through the planning and execution of an activity and event.
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	Fencing Basics
	Students will explore different types of fencing and the associated costs.
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	FFA Blue 365 - Value Chain
	The FFA Blue 365 lesson series is intended to bring innovative technology, science, research and entrepreneurship to the classroom. This lesson looks at the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (AFNR) Value Chain.
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	FFA New Horizons
Teaching Guides
	A teaching resource that follows along with the content in the FFA New Horizons magazine. The teaching guide is released quarterly with each new issue of the magazine.
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	Food and Agricultural Literacy Curriculum (Pork Check-Off) – Animal Science
	This middles school curriculum includes more than 150 free lesson plans. Explore literacy and awareness in animal science through this series.
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	Food for America: Unit 1 – Production Agriculture
	Food for America is an educational program focusing on agricultural literacy in elementary schools and communities. It is a program developed to assist FFA members and all agricultural education students in leadership skill development as they reach out to youth, peers and their entire communities by sharing the world of agriculture.
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	Generic SAE Video
Activity Sheet
	Use this generic SAE video activity sheet with any SAE video.
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	Global –
Global Agricultural Practice
	Students will identify agricultural products and practices in their communities while comparing agriculture from other countries to their communities.
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	Global – Global Connections
	Students will gain understanding of challenges experienced in other countries by agriculturists.
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	Global – The Mushroom Lady
	Students will explore different agricultural practices around the world.
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	Global –
Where in the World Is Ag?
	Students will describe the role of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Foreign Agricultural Service.
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	Here Chicky, Chicky!
	Students will explore humane poultry production.
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	Ja’Kolboe Jones – SAE – Backyard Chickens
	Ja’Kobi’s SAE is raising chickens in his backyard. He has thirteen chickens and a chicken coop as part of his SAE. He made modifications to his chicken coop to make it to fit in his backyard and to have enough room for the chickens. Other duties include collecting eggs and feeding and watering the chickens.
	[image: image31.jpg]




	Jared Poldervaart – SAE –
Dairy Farm
	Jared’s SAE is working on his family dairy farm where they farm 270 acres and have 850 dairy cattle. Some of the beginning steps he had to take for his SAE were getting more involved with the dairy and learning about genomic testing and how it is applied to the herd.
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	Josh Greene – SAE –
Urban Rabbits
	Josh’s SAE is breeding and selling rabbits. Josh has three breeds of rabbits that he works with and shows. His SAE is unique in that he conducts his SAE in the backyard of his house that is in an urban setting.
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	Kami Harmon – SAE - Sheep
	Kami’s SAE is caring for and working with her lambs to get them show ready.
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	Katelynn Merrifield – SAE –
Pet Grooming
	Katelynn’s SAE is in pet grooming, working at Hounds Tooth and Cats Meow in Louisville, KY. Some of her daily responsibilities are cleaning kennels, shaping the dogs’ fur, bathing and cutting the dogs’ nails. One of her favorite things about her SAE is seeing the dogs each day.
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	Kent Sloan – SAE – Specialty Animal Production - Seafood
	Kent’s SAE is working in the family business at Sloan’s Seafood. Watch this video to learn the details about clam production from harvesting to processing.
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	Literacy Strategies
	Use these strategies to assist with comprehension.
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	Maci Amaro – SAE –
Goat Program
	Maci’s SAE is managing and organizing the Mighty Honker Goat program. This program is for students with disabilities so they can raise, show and sell a goat at the county fair. The students inspired Maci to start this program, and she wanted to make sure they felt included in the FFA chapter.
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	McKenzie Kline - SAE –
Rabbits Lesson Plan
	McKenzie Kilne’s SAE is raising rabbits. Her favorite part of her SAE is attending shows, which gives her the chance to travel and meet new people.
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	Nicole Ford – SAE –
Humane Society
	Nicole’s SAE involves working at the Humane Society in Louisville, KY, and at the Louisville Zoo. At the Humane Society, Nicole makes dog treats and toys. When she delivers her products, she checks on the animals and spends time with them.
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	Nicole Ford – SAE –
Louisville Zoo
	Nicole’s SAE involves working at the Humane Society in Louisville, KY, and at the Louisville Zoo. At the zoo, Nicole volunteers in the Meta Zoo (education center). Some of her daily responsibilities include cleaning the glass, cleaning cages, checking on the animals and showing visitors the animals.
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	Numeracy (Math) Strategies
	Students will use math strategies to answer problems.
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	Rogelio Ceja – SAE –
Poultry Lesson Plan
	Rogelio helps manage the chapter’s poultry, which includes feeding and watering on the weekends. He raises the chickens for the Michigan broiler contest, and one of his favorite aspects of his SAE is seeing the growth progression of the chickens.
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	SAE for All
	This site provides information on SAE opportunities based on exploring passions and career interests. Students start with a Foundational SAE and then expand to include one or more Immersion SAEs. Find activity guides and more that make it easy for all students to have an SAE.

*E-learning modules are available on the Educator and Student pages.
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	SAE Idea Cards:
Animal Systems
	PDF versions of SAE cards divided by career focus areas (similar to Agriculture Food and Natural Resource (AFNR) pathways).

The purpose of the SAE Idea Cards is to assist students with developing ideas for SAEs. There are 360 SAE ideas in nine different focus areas that can be downloaded or used online.
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	SAEs Inspiring Careers
Video Activity
	This activity is a generic worksheet to accompany the SAEs Inspiring Careers Videos.
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Part 1
Directions:
Watch an "SAES Inspiring Careers" video and complete the activity below. The videos can be found at EEA ora/ffa-video-
center/sags inspiring-career:
1. Whois the professional in the video you watched?
Name Company:
Job Title:

2 Explain what this person doss i theif ole in two or three sentences

5. What SAE did this individual have in high school?

4 Howdo the skills they learned in their SAS prepare them for their current career?

5 What savice do they give to students like you?






	SAE Monopoly
	Introduce students to the vast SAE opportunities available to them through playing SAE Monopoly, thinking critically and brainstorming SAE for themselves and their peers.
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	SAE Planning
	Students will plan out their SAEs.
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	SAE Video Choice Board
	This document serves as a resource to incorporate SAE videos into the classroom.  These videos allow students to learn about and develop/enhance their SAEs. There are a series of choice boards available: six-week, nine-week, quarter, first-half of the semester and second-half of the semester. Choose the format that best suits your classroom.
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	SAE: What Should I Do?
	Students will learn about different SAEs and then develop SMART goals.
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	SAE: Start Small, Grow Big
	Students will connect personal interests to future careers as well as identify the resources needed to develop a business.
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	Sense of Belonging
Celebration Lesson
	Introduce diverse fall and winter celebrations to students by having students research different celebrations, what foods are eaten during those celebrations and what agricultural products are needed to make those foods.
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	Substitute Teaching Guides:

Career Exploration and Planning
	These Substitute Teaching guides include one-day, three-day and five-day options for curated and cohesive activities focused on different topics and career pathways that teachers can leave for substitute teachers while away from school. Each plan includes links to all resources and is fully editable to suit the needs of each individual classroom.
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o This section contains two options for cohesive plans related to career exploration and planning that
would work to leave for your students when you will be away from your classroom for five consecutive
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	Tiffany Heishman – SAE –
Goats Lesson Plan
	Tiffany Heishman’s SAE is raising goats to sell for other young people to show. Her favorite part of her SAE is selling her goats to other kids that fall in love with them.
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	Tyson Foods –
Antibiotics in Chickens
	Students will analyze antibiotic usage in the poultry industry.
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	U.S. Poultry and Egg Curriculum
	The National FFA Organization and U.S. Poultry and Egg Association lesson plan series provides educators with a comprehensive curriculum resource to teach students about the commercial poultry and egg industry. Additionally, lessons are infused with FFA and SAE activities to easily integrate into any agricultural education program.

In addition to the lessons, we have also developed a companion guide that your students can use to teach elementary students in your community about the poultry and egg industry.
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	What Is BASF?
	Students will explore the impact BASF has on the agriculture industry.
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	When I Grow Up –
Discover Ag Careers
	A resource developed by American Farm Bureau Federation. Use this resource to explore careers in agriculture, food and natural resources with students in Grades 6-8.
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	Who Is Merck Animal Health?
	Students will explore Merck Animal Health and its role in the agriculture industry.
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	Zoetis – Responsible Use of Antibiotics
	Students will explore antibiotic usage in the industry.
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	Zoetis Virtual Field Trip
	Give your students a look into the careers found at Zoetis, a global animal health company that provides medicines, vaccines and a wide range of services to veterinarians, livestock producers, and others who care for farm and companion animals.
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Other Animal Systems Career Focus Area Resources:

	Title
	Description
	Image

	AgriScience Fair
	The National FFA Agriscience Fair recognizes students who gain real-world, hands-on experiences in agricultural enterprises.
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	Dairy Cattle Evaluation and Management CDE
	Students develop skills important to dairy cattle selection and herd management via this team-based event.
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	Horse Evaluation CDE
	Students who participate in the National FFA Horse Evaluation CDE gain new insights into equine science.
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	Livestock Evaluation CDE
	Participants in the livestock evaluation CDE cooperatively classify livestock as “keep” or “cull” for market and breeding purposes.
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	Meats Evaluation and Technology CDE
	In the meats evaluation and technology CDE, students develop the skills needed for careers in the meat animal industry.
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	Poultry Evaluation CDE 
	The poultry evaluation CDE tests students’ skills in the production, processing and marketing of chickens, turkeys, processed poultry products and eggs.
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	Proficiency Awards
	Agricultural Processing-Entrepreneurship/Placement

Agriscience Research-Animal Systems 
Beef Production- Entrepreneurship/Placement

Dairy Production- Entrepreneurship/Placement

Diversified Livestock Production- Entrepreneurship/Placement

Equine Science- Entrepreneurship/Placement

Goat Production- Entrepreneurship/Placement

Poultry Production- Entrepreneurship/Placement

Sheep Production- Entrepreneurship/Placement

Small Animal Production and Care- Entrepreneurship/Placement

Specialty Animal Production- Entrepreneurship/Placement

Swine Production- Entrepreneurship/Placement

Veterinary Science- Entrepreneurship/Placement
	

	Veterinary Science CDE
	The veterinary science CDE provides opportunities for participants to develop technical knowledge and demonstrate practical skills in the field of veterinary science.
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