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Appendix 3: Finding Focus in FFA
Part 1
Directions: 
Read the article “Finding Focus in FFA” in the fall/winter 2024 issue of FFA New Horizons and answer the questions below.

1. What condition were Faith and Caleb Snapp diagnosed with?



2. What livestock species did the Snapp twins begin raising when they were in third grade?

a. Cattle 			b. Sheep			c. Goats 			d. Chickens

3. What is included in the process of being matched with a guide dog through Guide Dogs for the Blind?
a. [image: ] 
b.  
c.  

4. What kinds of things does Faith’s guide dog, Prim, help her do?




5. List all the FFA activities the Snapp twins and their guide dogs participated in, as mentioned in the article.
	Faith (and Prim)
	Caleb (and Grit)

	[image: ]
	[image: ]



6. Fill in the two quotes from the Snapp twins with the missing words:

"Even when I was kind of _______________________, my ag teachers were always _____________ _______________________ and pushed me ___________________ than I ever thought I could ever go, including the _________ ___________ _________.
—Caleb Snapp

"I want to be a voice of ________________________ to anybody who’s wanting to run for an ______________ _____________, ___________ an __________________ or even take an ___________________________ class. I will always _________________ for others and always _________________ ____________________ of FFA … because I wouldn’t be here _____________________ all the things I’m doing if it weren’t for the ____________________________ that ___________________________ me.
—Faith Snapp
7. What are each of the twins doing now that their time in FFA helped to prepare them for?



Part 2
Directions: 
Use the American Kennel Club’s page on service dogs (https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/service-dog-training-101/) to answer Questions 1 to 6. Then, perform your own research about organizations in your state or region to answer Questions 7 to 9.

1. [image: A dog with a backpack

Description automatically generated]According to the Americans with Disabilities Act, what is a service dog?



2. What are three examples of types of service dogs, and what is each trained to do?

· 
 
· 
 
· 
 
3. Are there any breed restrictions to be considered a service dog? Why or why not?




4. What identification requirements exist for service dogs?



5. What are the characteristics of a good service dog candidate?
· [image: ] 
·  
·  
·  
·  
· 
6. In one or two sentences, summarize “The Epidemic of Fake Service Dogs.”





Do some research on service dog organizations in your own state or region and answer the following questions.

7. List two organizations in your state or region that assist in training and/or providing guide dogs for individuals. Provide their websites as well.
·  
· 
8. Pick one of the organizations you listed above. What are the qualifications/requirements for individuals wishing to raise or train guide dogs?
[image: ]



9. What are two questions you have for this organization?
·  
·  


Part 3
Directions: 
Throughout the article, the Snapp twins explain how much their FFA community made them feel welcomed and included. Review the FFA Value Statements below. For each value statement, explain, using an example from the article, how it was demonstrated in the Snapp twins’ experiences in FFA.

[image: A blue and white poster

Description automatically generated] [image: ] [image: ] [image: ]

	Value Statement: 
We respect and embrace every individual’s culture and experiences.

	Example from the article:


	Value Statement: 
We welcome every individual’s contribution to advance our communities and the industry of agriculture.

	Example from the article:


	Value Statement:
We cultivate an environment that allows every individual to recognize and explore their differences.

	Example from the article:


	Value Statement:
We create leadership opportunities for every individual to enhance their personal and professional endeavors.

	Example from the article:




How have you seen any of the value statements represented in your own FFA chapter or agriculture class?
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Part 1
Directions: 
Read the article “Finding Focus in FFA” in the fall/winter 2024 issue of FFA New Horizons and answer the questions below.

1. What condition were Faith and Caleb Snapp diagnosed with?

Zone 1 Retinopathy or Prematurity (a lack of development in the retina that affects vision)

2. What livestock species did the Snapp twins begin raising when they were in third grade?

a. Cattle 			b. Sheep			c. Goats 			d. Chickens

3. What is included in the process of being matched with a guide dog through Guide Dogs for the Blind?
a. An application
b. Phone interview 
c. Home visit (including a trainer following the individual around their normal life) 

4. What kinds of things does Faith’s guide dog, Prim, help her do?

Prim alerts Faith to elevated surfaces like curbs and stairs, alerts her to overhead obstacles, helps her navigate through crowds, can help find Faith’s mother in crowded locations and practices “intelligent disobedience,” refusing commands from Faith if they would put her in danger.

5. List all the FFA activities the Snapp twins and their guide dogs participated in, as mentioned in the article.
	Faith (and Prim)
	Caleb (and Grit)

	[image: ]Leadership development events
Agricultural Issues LDE
Veterinary Science CDE
Lubbock-Cooper FFA President
Lubbock District President
Area 1 First Vice President
Texas FFA Association State Officer
American FFA Degree Recipient
	[image: ]Agricultural mechanics classes
Meat judging contests
Radio contests
FFA Talent Show
American FFA Degree Recipient



6. Fill in the two quotes from the Snapp twins with the missing words:

"Even when I was kind of doubtful, my ag teachers were always super encouraging and pushed me 
further than I ever thought I could ever go, including the FFA talent show.
—Caleb Snapp
"I want to be a voice of encouragement to anybody who’s wanting to run for an officer position, 
show an animal or even take an agriculture class. I will always advocate for 
others and always speak highly of FFA … because I wouldn’t be here pursuing 
all the things I’m doing if it weren’t for the community that supported me.
—Faith Snapp
7. What are each of the twins doing now that their time in FFA helped to prepare them for?
Faith completed an animal science degree and plans to attend vet school.
Caleb works as an audiovisual intern for a local church and is pursuing a degree in mechanical engineering.


Part 2
Directions: 
Use the American Kennel Club’s page on service dogs (https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/service-dog-training-101/) to answer Questions 1 to 6. Then, perform your own research about organizations in your state or region to answer Questions 7 to 9.

1. [image: A dog with a backpack

Description automatically generated]According to the Americans with Disabilities Act, what is a service dog?

According to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), a service dog is “a dog that is 
individually trained to do work or perform tasks for a person with a disability.”

2. What are three examples of types of service dogs, and what is each trained to do?
Answers will vary but could include guide dogs that aid blind and visually impaired
people in navigating their environments, hearing dogs which alert deaf and hard-of-hearing
individuals to important sounds, medical alert dogs which signal the onset of a medical issue
such as seizures or low blood sugar or psychiatric service dogs that could be trained to 
complete a variety of tasks for individuals diagnosed with a psychiatric disability.
 
3. Are there any breed restrictions to be considered a service dog? Why or why not?

There are no official breed restrictions; however, the dog must be the right size to comfortably and effectively perform the tasks needed.

4. What identification requirements exist for service dogs?

No identification is required; however, some service dogs will wear vests or harnesses to help identify them.

5. What are the characteristics of a good service dog candidate?
· [image: A cartoon of a dog with a seat

Description automatically generated]Calm, especially in unfamiliar settings
· Alert, but not reactive
· Willingness to please
· Ability to learn and retain information
· Capable of being socialized to many different situations and environments
· Reliable in performing repetitive tasks
6. In one or two sentences, summarize “The Epidemic of Fake Service Dogs.”

Answers will vary.



Do some research on service dog organizations in your own state or region and answer the following questions.

7. List two organizations in your state or region that assist in training and/or providing guide dogs for individuals. Provide their websites as well.
· Answers will vary.
· Answers will vary.
8. Pick one of the organizations you listed above. What are the qualifications/requirements for individuals wishing to raise or train guide dogs?
[image: A cartoon dog with a harness

Description automatically generated]
Answers will vary.


9. What are two questions you have for this organization?
· Answers will vary.
· Answers will vary.


Part 3
Directions: 
Throughout the article, the Snapp twins explain how much their FFA community made them feel welcomed and included. Review the FFA Value Statements below. For each value statement, explain, using an example from the article, how it was demonstrated in the Snapp twins’ experiences in FFA.
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	Value Statement: 
We respect and embrace every individual’s culture and experiences.

	Example from the article:

Answers will vary.

	Value Statement: 
We welcome every individual’s contribution to advance our communities and the industry of agriculture.

	Example from the article:

Answers will vary.

	Value Statement:
We cultivate an environment that allows every individual to recognize and explore their differences.

	Example from the article:

Answers will vary.

	Value Statement:
We create leadership opportunities for every individual to enhance their personal and professional endeavors.

	Example from the article:

Answers will vary.



How have you seen any of the value statements represented in your own FFA chapter or agriculture class?

Answers will vary.
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