CAREER

Keonté

EDMONDS,

who grew up on a beef
cattle farm in Virginia, has
been an agriculture teacher
at Heritage High School in
Wake Forest, N.C., for the
past six years. While he
originally pursued a future as
a veterinarian, the National
Teacher Ambassador for FFA
participated in college orga-
nizations that led him into the
classroom.

“] THINK ABOUT THE END
GOAL FOR MY STUDENTS,
RATHER THAN IMMEDI-
ATE SUCCESS,” EDMONDS
SAYS. “WHILE ALL SUC-
CESS IS BENEFICIAL, AS A
NONTRADITIONAL AGRICUL-
TURE TEACHER, | STRIVE
TO MAKE THE CONTENT
MORE RELEVANT TO ALL
STUDENTS NO MATTER
WHAT CAREER THEY MAY
GO INTO.”

Jillian

fell in love
with FFA after her advisor
convinced her to compete in
Creed speaking. After serving
as a Pennsylvania state FFA
officer, she changed her
major from music business to
agricultural education and has
never looked back.

“THROUGH AGRICULTURAL
EDUCATION, I AM ABLE TO
CREATE PERSONAL LEAD-
ERSHIP DEVELOPMENT AND
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
THAT NO OTHER TEACHER
IS ABLE TO,” SAYS GORDON
BRYANT, WHO SERVES

AS THE FFA ADVISOR AT
CLARKE CENTRAL HIGH
SCHOOL IN ATHENS, GA.
“NOT ONLY DO I GET TO
WATCH THEM GROW, BUT
ALSO MY STUDENTS PUSH
ME EVERY DAY TO BE A
BETTER PERSON AND
TEACHER.”
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HERE ARE FOUR INSPIRING
TEACHERS WHO MAKE
PRICELESS CONTRIBUTIONS TO
THEIR STUDENTS, CHAPTERS
AND COMMUNITIES.

hat is the value of a good teacher?
Anyone fortunate enough to have had
a quality agriculture teacher knows
the answer: That person is price-
less. While a teacher’s commitment and dedication
are showcased daily, on National Teach Ag Day, we
recognize the qualities and passion that all agriculture
teachers bring to the classroom.

— By Bev Flatt

Allison
Isaiah GOVEA \ - knew
says one of the best parts becoming an agriculture
about being an agriculture teacher was always the plan.
teacher is that no two days B
are ever the same. AS A FRESHMAN IN

HIGH SCHOOL, I HAD AN
T AT T AGRICULTURE TEACHER
SPEND FOUR YEARS WITH AGRICULTURE TEACHER,
OUR STUDENTS, TRAVEL AND TNEVER LOOKED
ACROSS THE STATE AND BACK,” MEADOWS SAYS.
NATION, AND HAVE COUNT- SHE MADE HER JOB LOOK
LESS IMPACTFUL MOMENTS EFFORTLESS, FUN AND
DURING THEIR TIME AS OUR A WORTHWHILE INVEST-
STUDENTS.” MENT TO IMPACT

THE FUTURE. |
In his second year at AAEC DON'T EVEN
South Mountain High School THINK I HAD
in Phoenix, Ariz., Govea’s A BAC,',(UP
chapter has been recognized PLAN.
as one of the top FFA chapters .

Nine

years later,

Meadows has

still never looked

back. She spends her days
changing lives at Sherwood
High School in Oregon.

Read more about these teachers in an extended article at
FFA.org/TeacherProfiles. To learn more about agricultural
education careers, visit AgExplorer.com and NAAE.org/teachag.
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