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Between conferences, events, 
service projects and more, there’s 
something in store for everyone 
this time of year. Save these 
important dates so you don’t miss 
out on any of the action. 

First of each month  ||  Day of Service 

 Mini-Grant application deadline

Aug. 15  || Next Gen Conferences 

applications open

Aug. 29  ||  Fall Semester-Long Living to 

 Serve Grant application deadline

Sept. 1  ||  Alumni and Supporters online 

 grant application deadline

Oct. 1 ||  SAE Grant application opens

Oct. 8 ||  Standard National FFA Convention 

 registration begins at 8 p.m. ET

Oct. 29-Nov. 1  ||  98th National FFA Convention 

 & Expo in Indianapolis

Nov. 1  || National FFA Scholarships 

application opens

Nov. 15  ||  SAE Grant application deadline

Dec. 2  || Spring Semester-Long Living to Serve 

 Grant application opens

Dec. 15 ||  New Century Farmer application opens

* Dates subject to change. Check FFA.org frequently 

for the latest information.

Go Far With 

an SAE Grant
Allie Paschall identified a need in 
her community then used funding 
to create interactive educational 
resources. – By Katie Navarra Bradley

Through “Allie’s Ag Academy,” an agricultural education-
focused Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE), 
Hollow Rock-Bruceton FFA member Allie Paschall has 
provided more than 350 youth with more than 104 hours 
of hands-on instruction in Bruceton, Tenn. Her project, 
which began as teaching a summer school class about the 
dairy industry, evolved into a mobile agriculture learning 
lab, thanks to a National FFA SAE Grant.

Sponsored by Farm Credit, the grant enabled Paschall 
to assemble kits for teachers in her community and 
surrounding counties. Seven interactive tubs are packed 
with learning materials about livestock, plant and soil 
sciences, and sustainable agriculture practices.

“I realized teachers didn’t have [activities] they could 
check out and use when testing was done, and they didn’t 
have a specific topic to teach about,” Paschall says. “I 
wanted to provide that as well as promote agricultural 
advocacy and literacy.”

Paschall’s FFA advisor, Michael Stanford, says including 
well-defined goals and describing how the project could 
affect the community were key components that helped 
her SAE grant application stand out. 

“I made sure it wasn’t something that had been done 
before,” Paschall adds. “I also researched different prices 
and made sure the kits were easily accessible for teachers.” 

Above all, the main goal of Allie’s Ag Academy is to 
create interest in agriculture. “I want to get younger kids 
involved, so we can keep them coming back to learn more 
about it,” she adds.

GEAR UP
Every great application starts with 
identifying opportunities and 
articulating needs. From there, 
the possibilities are endless. Scan 
this code to learn more about the 
National FFA SAE Grant program 
and start your application.

Allie Paschall’s (right) 
SAE includes helping 
elementary students 
explore agriculture 
through hands-on 
experiences.
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