THE feed

Food
Waste -

ACCORDING TO THE NO TASTE FOR FOOD WASTE INITIATIVE, THE AMOUNT

=

OF FOOD WASTED IN THE UNITED STATES EQUATES TO MORE THAN 1,250
CALORIES PER DAY, PER PERSON, ANNUALLY. EVEN FFA SPONSORS SUCH AS
VALENT USA AND LAND O’LAKES ARE INVOLVED IN THE INITIATIVE TO WASTE
LESS FOOD. PREPARE YOURSELF TO ANSWER THESE COMMON QUESTIONS
WITH INFORMATION FROM NO TASTE FOR FOOD WASTE.

HOW MUCH FOOD IS REALLY WASTED
IN THE U.S.?
A: The average American family throws
away about 25 percent of the food and
beverages it purchases, which costs cach fam-
ily around $1,600 annually. Between 125 and
160 billion pounds of food are left uneaten in
the U.S. every year — 76 billion of that is due
to houschold waste. This averages out to 238
pounds of food waste per person, per year.

HOW DOES OUR FOOD WASTE
IMPACT THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE
WORLD AROUND US?

A: Food waste is the No. 1 contributor to
landfills, taking up 21 percent of all land-
fill content each year. Because wasted food
has to break down, it’s also responsible for
at least 2.6 percent of all U.S. greenhouse
gas emissions.

WHAT CAN THE INDUSTRY OF
AGRICULTURE DO TO HELP?
A: The land used to grow uncaten food
makes up about 18 to 28 percent of total
U.S. cropland (more than the entire state
of New Mexico), and between 21 to 33
percent of agricultural water usc is ac-
counted for by food waste. Many farm-
ers have cut back on food waste by using
unsold produce as feed or compost in soil.
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Others have donated unused food or have
found alternate uses for products deemed
unfit for sale in a store.

The FFA #SpeakAg Dialogues are a
forum for effective conversation to break
through polarized opinions regarding
agriculture. Visit FFA.org/FoodWaste to
download a variety of #SpeakAg cards
about food waste, then distribute them
to start meaningful conversations. You
can also visit FFA.org/FFAVideoCenter
and click "#SpeakAgDialogues” to watch
videos on this topic.

- By Josh Cook

CELEBRATING
WOMEN IN FFA

2019 marks 50 years of
membership for women in
FFA. Visit FFA.org/
50Years0fWomeninFFA to
follow our ongoing coverage
of the groundbreakers who
paved the way, the momen-
tous events that solidified
gender equity and the
women who lead today.

JUNE-JULY

CALENDAR

June 1:

LIVING TO SERVE DAY OF
SERVICE MINI-GRANT DUE
Apply for up to $400 to

be used on a one-time
community service project.
Applications are due on the
first of each month. Visit
FFA.org/LivingToServe for
more information.

June I:

ALUMNI AND SUPPORTERS
GRANT APPLICATION DUE
Various grants are available
for FFA alumni and
supporters chapters. Visit
FFA.org/AlumniGrants for
more information.

June 17:

YEARLONG LIVING TO SERVE
GRANT DUE

Apply for $3,000 to support
a service-learning project
that spans the entire

school year. Visit FFA.org/
LivingToServe.

July 1:

VARIOUS ALUMNI AND
SUPPORTERS AWARDS
APPLICATIONS DUE

Visit FFA.org/
AlumniAwards for more
information about
Outstanding Alumni and
Supporters Achievement,
Outstanding Chapter,
and Outstanding State
Association Awards.

July 26-27:
MINNESOTA ALUMNI AND
SUPPORTERS REGIONAL
DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
Registration opens June

3 for this free RDC in
Randolph, Minn. Visit FFA.
org/GoToRDC for more
information.
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