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Professional Parliamentary Organizations and their Credentials

There are two primary national parliamentary organizations: The National Association of Parliamentarians ("NAP") and the American Institute of Parliamentarians ("AIP"). Many professional parliamentarians are a member of, and involved in, both organizations. There are also smaller organizations such as the Society of Ag Ed Parliamentarians (SAEP), the American College of Parliamentary Lawyers (ACPL) and others that have some smaller and more specialized membership requirements. 

Here are some key differences between NAP and AIP:

GENERAL
NAP is larger, and somewhat more well known. They require passing a basic test of knowledge to be admitted. NAP members only study the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised (RONR)

AIP is smaller. It is generally preferred by doctors, dentists, and others who are members of organizations that use a parliamentary authority other than RONR, usually AIP's Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure (AIPSC). There is no exam to join.  FFA members who compete in the Parliamentary Procedure LDE at the National level are automatically granted a scholarship for AIP membership that lasts until they are 30 years old.

SAEP is smaller than NAP and AIP and is focused primarily on those who use parliamentary procedure in ag education. FFA members who compete in the Parliamentary Procedure LDE at the National level and score an 80% or higher on the test of core knowledge are members of the SAEP and hold the credential of Accredited Parliamentarian (AP).
	
CREDENTIALS:
All three organizations offer two credentials. NAP's credentials are the Registered Parliamentarian (RP), and the Professional Registered Parliamentarian (PRP). The RP is a series of tests which signifies that a member is qualified to serve as a parliamentarian for most ordinary meetings under usual circumstances and to provide commonly needed parliamentary advice to ordinary organizations. The process includes a multiple-choice test, written assignments, and presiding over a mock meeting.



The PRP is a multi-day skills demonstration course where members who have achieved their RP can go and demonstrate their ability to serve as a parliamentarian, preside over a meeting, teach a class, etc. An ethics component is required, and there are pre- and post-course writing assignments.

AIP's credentials are the Certified Parliamentarian (CP) and the Certified Professional Parliamentarian (CPP). The CP is a four-part exam covering multiple choice, short answer, essay, and a script-writing exercise. It is offered four times a year and must be proctored.

The CPP is a three-hour oral examination, taken before an audience. The first portion deals with theory and general parliamentary knowledge. The second portion deals with presiding over a mock meeting. 

SAEP’s credentials are the Accredited Parliamentarian (AP) and the Professional Accredited Parliamentarian (PAP). 

NAP's and SAEP’s exams are based solely on RONR, only, while AIP's cover RONR, AIPSC, and depending on the exam, other resources as well.
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