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Parliamentary Law Career and Leadership Challenge
Critical Thinking
Instructions:  Select the best answer.
Scenario 1: 
In a chapter meeting, there were 30 members present as well as two alumni members and the chapter advisor. After some heated debate on the motion to host a school dance, Member A moved to limit and stop debate after two minutes. The chair called for a voice vote and after calling for the affirmative vote and the negative vote declared the motion had passed.
Which of the following references from RONR 11th Edition would suggest that the chair was incorrect in calling for a voice vote?
RONR 11th Edition, p. 193, lines 5-8
RONR 11th Edition, p. 46, lines 14-20
RONR 11th Edition, p. 390, lines 30-35
Both A and B
Can Member A move to limit debate to close after two minutes? Which of the following references from RONR 11th Edition would best support that the Member A was correct in making the motion?
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 191, lines 22-23
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 195, lines 6-8
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 196, lines 18-19
1. Both A and C
Should the alumni members present and chapter advisor be included in the total number of members to calculate the vote needed to pass? Which of the following references from RONR 11th Edition would be best to support your reasoning?
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 21, lines 2-6
RONR 11th Edition, p. 3, lines 1-15
RONR 11th Edition, p. 263, lines 22-24
Both B and C
After the result of the voice vote was announced, Member B gained recognition for a parliamentary inquiry asking what vote the motion to limit debate would take. If Member B didn’t like the chair’s response for the parliamentary inquiry, could they then appeal from the decision of the chair? Which of the following references from RONR 11th Edition would best support your reasoning?
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 256, lines 11-14
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 257, lines 20-23
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 294, lines 11-12
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 650, lines 25-27
After the chair responded to the parliamentary inquiry, Member C rose for a point of order. Based on the reference from RONR 11th Edition - RONR 11th Edition, p. 193, lines 5-8 - what should the member’s point of order be?
1. Member B could appeal from the decision of the chair.
1. Member A should not have been able to limit debate.
1. The alumni members’ and the advisor’s votes should be considered.
1. The chair should have called for a rising or counted vote, needing at least a 2/3 vote to pass.

Scenario 2. 
The president calls the regular chapter meeting to order. However, the secretary is not present. 
Does the secretary need to be present? Which of the following references from RONR 11th Edition would best support your reasoning?
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 22, lines 1-5
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 585, lines 10-14
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 458, lines 24-29
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 641, lines 17-20
Since the secretary was not present, how could the meeting proceed? What reference would support and allow for the meeting to proceed?
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 22, lines 1-5
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 459, line 33 through p. 460, line 5
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 585, lines 10-14
1. RONR 11th Edition, p. 559, line 32 through p. 560, line 1
Based on RONR 11th Edition, p. 453, lines 3-7, if the president was absent, could the secretary call the meeting to order?
1. Yes
1. No
Based on RONR 11th Edition, p. 458-459, which of the following is NOT a duty of the secretary?
1. To keep on file all committee reports
1. To make the minutes and records available to members upon request
1. To furnish delegates with credentials
1. To recite or lead invocations and benedictions
True or False. Based on RONR 11th Edition, p. 458-459, it is the duty of the secretary to send out to the membership a notice of each meeting, known as the call of the meeting. 
1. True
1. False
Scenario 3. 
In a regular chapter meeting, Member A move to hold a chapter fundraiser by selling citrus fruit. The motion was seconded and the chair restated the motion. Member B hates citrus fruit and Objected to the Consideration of the Question.
Who should have first rights of debate based on RONR 11th Edition, p. 386, lines 16-21?
1. The maker of the main motion
1. The maker of the object to the consideration of the question
1. The vice president
1. The secretary
Who should have second rights of debated based on RONR 11th Edition, p. 31, lines 8-17?
1. The maker of the main motion
The maker of the object to the consideration of the question
The vice president
The secretary
Based on RONR 11th Edition, p. 386, which is NOT a way that a chair should facilitate the beginning of the debate process?
1. Ask “Are you ready for the question?”
1. Ask “Is there any debate?”
1. Pause and turn toward the maker of the motion to see if he desires the floor first
1. Draw names out of a hat and assign the floor to the selected name
Member B (who made the motion Object to the Consideration of the Question) is also competing in the Prepared Public Speaking CDE. His speech entitled ‘Why Peaches are Better Than Grapefruit”. He is recognized by the chair and as part of his debate he presents his speech. The chair cuts him off after 5 minutes. Was the chair right or wrong to do so? Which reference from RONR 11th Edition supports your reasoning?
1. The chair was wrong. RONR 11th Edition, p. 387, lines 31-34
1. The chair was right. RONR 11th Edition, p. 387, lines 31-34
After listening to Member B’s arguments against citrus fruit sales, Member A (who made the original main motion) changed their mind. Member A sought recognition from the chair and rose to speak in opposition to the motion. Should he have done that?
1. Yes, it is allowed. RONR 11th Edition, p. 393, lines 19-25
1. No, it is not allowed. RONR 11th Edition, p. 393, lines 19-25

Scenario 4:  Individual Issue Questions - Understanding & Interpreting Rules:
For this scenario, please use the provided bylaws and your parliamentary authority (Robert’s Rules of Order) to answer the following questions.

BYLAWS
ARTICLE V: OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section 1. Officers and Board of Directors. The officers of the Blooming Hills FFA chapter are a president, a vice-president, a secretary, and a treasurer. Collectively, the officers are known as the board of directors.
Section 2. Term of Office. Officers will assume their duties at the close of the annual meeting at which they are elected, and will serve for a term of one year or until their successors are elected. No officer may serve more than two consecutive terms in the same office.
Section 3. Resignation and Removal.
1. Resignation. Any officer may resign from office by email to the board of directors. Such resignation will be deemed to have been accepted unless, within five days after receipt of the resignation, any officer requests that the resignation be considered at a board of directors meeting.
1. Removal. Any officer may be removed by a majority vote at a membership meeting or by a two-thirds vote at a board of directors meeting, provided at least five days’ notice of the proposed removal and reason for removal is provided.
Section 4. Vacancy in Office.
1. Office of President. If a vacancy occurs in the office of president, the vice president will succeed to the office and serve for the remainder of the term.
1. Other Offices. If a vacancy occurs in any office except president, the officers will appoint a member to serve until the next annual meeting. 
Section 5. Duties. Officers will perform the duties prescribed for their offices in these bylaws, the special rules of order, the adopted parliamentary authority, and the standing rules, or as directed by a membership meeting or the board of directors.
Section 6. Nominations.
1. Nominating Committee. A nominating committee of three members will be elected at the annual meeting. Nominations for the committee will be from the floor. If there are more than three nominees, election will be by ballot. The committee will select its own chairman.
1. Committee Report. The nominating committee will present its report to the secretary for inclusion in the notice of the annual meeting, at least sixty days prior to the annual meeting. The report is to include at least one candidate for each office, provided consent has been obtained in writing from each candidate.


Section 7. Elections.
1. Timing. The officers will be elected at the annual meeting.
1. Nominating from Floor. Following the report of the nominating committee, additional nominations may be made from the floor, provided consent has been obtained in writing from the nominee.
1. Election by Ballot; Exception. Elections will be by ballot except that when there is only one nominee for an office, the chair will declare the nominee elected by acclamation.

QUESTIONS
The Blooming Hills FFA chapter treasurer, Jimmy, is moving to another school in the school district and will be required to resign his office. How should the chapter fill the position?
1. A special meeting should be called to fill the vacancy.
The office remains vacant until the next annual meeting.
The board of directors fills the vacancy. (Article V, Section 4)
The president appoints fills the vacancy by executive order.
The nominating committee is meeting to determine the candidates to nominate. Brian Jones is a member of the nominating committee, has served as vice president one term previously, but the committee plans to nominate him for the office of vice-president. Is this nomination in order?
1. Yes, A member of the nominating committee is allowed to be nominees for offices as any other member and Brian is not prohibited due to term limits. (RONR 433 and Article V, Section 2)
1. No. Members of the nominating committee are prohibited from being nominees.
1. No. Brian cannot serve because he has served as vice-president previously.
1. Yes, because the nominating committee voted by ballot to allow it.
The chapter is holding an election during their annual meeting and there is only one office with two candidates: the office of secretary. Campaigning has been calm and both candidates agree that whichever one wins, the other will support them. While neither candidate is dropping out, both candidates agree that there is no reason to hold the election by ballot, despite the bylaws requiring it. The election is being held at the end of the annual meeting and this is the only election to be held. The members agree they want to just do a rising vote. Can the chapter hold the election without conducting it by ballot?
1. Yes. All members have agreed to allow it.
1. Yes. Both candidates have agreed to allow it.
1. Yes. All members, present and voting, and both candidates have agreed to allow it.
1. No. The bylaws require a vote to be taken by ballot and the requirement cannot be suspended. (RONR 412)
The last annual meeting was held for the Blooming Hills FFA chapter was held January 7, 2020. The next annual meeting is scheduled for January 31, 2021. On January 8, 2021, officers begin serving beyond one calendar year. Is this allowed?
1. Yes. Officers serve until their successors are elected. (Article V, Section 2)
1. No. Only the president and secretary remain in office beyond January 7, 2021.
1. Yes. The board may provide for an extension of their term without a vote of the body.
1. The bylaws do not provide enough information to answer this question.
Can an officer resign by email?
1. No. Resignations must specifically be submitted in writing and either hand-delivered or by US Mail.
1. Yes. Resignations are specifically allowed to be submitted by email in the bylaws. (Article V, Section 3)
1. No. Resignations can only be verbally given at a meeting of the board of directors or at an annual meeting.
1. Yes, but it must be followed by a printed, paper version to the board of directors.
Scenario 5 - Using Rules to Resolve Chapter Issues: 
For this scenario, please use the provided bylaws, standing rules, and your parliamentary authority (Robert’s Rules of Order) to answer the following questions.
BYLAWS
ARTICLE VIII: COMMITTEES
Section 1. Standing Committees. The standing committees are a bylaws and rules committee, an education committee, and a technology committee.
Section 2. Composition. Except as otherwise provided in these bylaws, chairmen and members of all standing committees will be nominated by the president and confirmed by the board of directors.
Section 3. Duties. The standing committees will perform the duties specified in the standing rules and such other duties as may be delegated by the assembly at the annual meeting.
Section 4. Special Committees. Such special committees may be created as the chapter or the board of directors deem necessary to carry on the work of the chapter. The chairmen and members of such special committees will be nominated by the president and confirmed by the board of directors, except that in the absence of the president, the chapter or the board of directors, as applicable, may appoint the chairman and members, who will be treated as though appointed by the president.
Section 5. Ex-officio Membership. The president is an ex-officio member of all committees except the nominating committee.
STANDING RULES
1. Standing Committees.
0. Bylaws and Rules. The bylaws and rules committee will:
0. submit proposed amendments, including proposed revisions when applicable, to the secretary, for inclusion in the call to meeting, at least 45 days before the meeting at which they are to be considered;
0. present all timely proposed amendments to the governing documents, together with the committee’s recommendation if any, to the annual meeting; and
0. prepare revisions to the governing documents when authorized by the previous annual meeting.
0. Education. The education committee will:
1. coordinate the educational sessions for the annual meeting;
1. select any applicable meeting theme;
1. recommend an annual meeting date to the board of directors at least 120 days prior to the proposed date; and,
1. develop any additional educational programming.
0. Technology. The technology committee will:
2. manage the chapter website and any membership management system;
2. maintain the mail list distribution system;
2. administer any social media platforms used; and,
2. recommend, coordinate, and manage the annual meeting technology to be approved by the Board of Directors.
1. Special Committees.
1. Financial Review. The financial review committee will:
0. review the chapter’s financial records for accuracy and compliance with good accounting practice and submit its report to the board of directors within sixty days after the close of the fiscal year or any change in treasurers. The board of directors will appoint a financial review committee prior to the close of each fiscal year, and upon any change of treasurers.



QUESTIONS: For the purpose of this exercise, the following background is provided: The president referred a motion to “Start a video channel on social media for chapter meetings” to a special committee created for the purpose. 
Calvin raised a point of order that the motion should have been referred to the Technology Committee. The president ruled that the point was not well taken. Calvin believes he disagrees with the ruling of the president. What should he do?
1. Appeal from the decision of the chair
1. Raise another point of order and begin speaking on the motion.
1. Object to the Consideration of the Question
1. Nothing. He is out of options.
In addition to the motion to “Start a video channel on social media for chapter meetings,” it was also agreed that the committee should report to the chapter at the next regular meeting. There have now been three regular meetings of the chapter and Calvin learns from the committee that nothing has been done. What action can Calvin take?
1. Demand, as a single member, the committee chairman resign due to inaction.
1. Move to discharge the committee from further consideration of the motion. (RONR 310-315)
1. Stage a protest at the next committee meeting.
1. Nothing. He is out of options.
The committee meets to consider the motion to “Start a video channel on social media for chapter meetings.” Calvin, who is not a member of the committee, shows up at the meeting and demands to speak as the committee is deliberating on the matter and no hearing has been scheduled on this matter. Is Calvin entitled to speak?
1. Yes. He is a member of the chapter.
1. No. He is not a member of the committee and is not entitled to attend the deliberations of the meeting. (RONR 501)
1. Yes. The bylaws allow it.
1. No. He is out of options.
The chairman of the committee has decided he has a few comments about the motion and wishes to speak. If he chooses to speak, is it in order?
1. Yes. He may speak as any other committee member can. (RONR 500; 488-489)
1. No. He is the presiding officer and must vacate the chair before presenting his comments.
1. Yes, but his comments may only be confined to parliamentary inquiries and requests for information that may be made.
1. No. The chairman is not allowed to speak, even if he vacates the chair.
The chairman has decided that due to a variety of circumstances, the next committee meeting will be held by Zoom. Is the committee allowed to meet in this way?
1. Yes. These bylaws authorize it.
1. Yes. These standing rules authorize it.
1. Yes. The motion that created the committee allows for the committee to meet electronically.
1. No. No authorization exists to allow for the committee to meet electronically. (RONR 98-99)


Key
	Question #
	Answer

	1.
	D

	2.
	D

	3.
	D

	4.
	C

	5.
	D

	6.
	D

	7.
	B

	8.
	A

	9.
	D

	10.
	A

	11.
	A

	12.
	B

	13.
	D

	14.
	A

	15.
	B

	16.
	C

	17.
	A

	18.
	D

	19.
	A

	20.
	B

	21.
	A

	22.
	B

	23.
	B

	24.
	A

	25.
	D
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