
 

© National FFA Organization 2025 

Educator Guide 

Career Exploration and Planning 
Substitute Teacher Guide 
Created: 03/2025 by the National FFA Organization 

This guide includes different options for curated and cohesive activities to leave for students 
when you need to be away from your classroom for a varying number of days.  
 
*Each plan includes links to all resources, which are fully editable to suit the needs of your classroom and students. 
 
 

Table of Contents 
 

• One-Day Plans 
o This section contains a list of existing activities related to career exploration and planning that would 

work well to leave for your students when you will be away from your classroom for a single day. There 
is also a choice board of these activities. 
 

• Three-Day Plans 
o This section contains two options for cohesive plans related to career exploration and planning that 

would work to leave for your students when you will be away from your classroom for three consecutive 
days. Each plan contains activities that connect well to each other as well as a sheet with daily 
introductory and closure activities/questions (bell work and exit tickets) to further connect the activities 
and concepts to each other. 

▪ Option 1: Career Exploration Using AgExplorer 
▪ Option 2: College and Trade School Exploration 

 
• Five-Day Plans 

o This section contains two options for cohesive plans related to career exploration and planning that 
would work to leave for your students when you will be away from your classroom for five consecutive 
days. Each plan contains activities that connect well to each other as well as a sheet with daily 
introductory and closure activities/questions (bell work and exit tickets) to further connect the activities 
and concepts to each other 

▪ Option 1: Agricultural Careers: Becoming the Expert 
▪ Option 2: Preparing a Resume
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One-Day Plans 
Linked below are several National FFA Educator Resources to select from that would work well to leave for your 
students when you will be away from your classroom for a single day. Click on each link to access the materials for that 
activity. 
 

Resource Time Description 

AgExplorer Exploration 30 minutes 
Students will spend time on the AgExplorer 
website and respond to questions about the site. 

AgExplorer Video Activity 30 minutes 

Students will watch a video from the AgExplorer 
video center, complete an activity while watching 
and then find a corresponding career on 
AgExplorer to complete a second activity. 

Battle of the Best Agriculture Careers 90 minutes 
Students will fill out a bracket to narrow down 
agriculture careers to their favorite one and then 
create a slide show about the best career. 

Career Article Analysis 45 minutes 

Students will read one of the articles in the 2024-
25 Edition of the AgCareers.com Food and 
Agriculture Career Guide and complete a 
worksheet. 

Career Pathways for Me 40 minutes 

Students will use the AgCareers.com Career 
Profiles website to view all ten career pathways to 
learn more about each of them and select two 
pathways they are most interested in and 
complete the activity sheet. 

Career Pathways Video Analysis 25 minutes 
Students will watch one of the career focus area 
videos on AgExplorer and complete the 
worksheet. 

Career Profile 30 minutes 
Students will use AgExplorer to research one 
career and create a social media profile for the 
career using the provided template. 

Charting Her Path: FFA New Horizons Article 50 minutes 

Students will read an FFA New Horizons article 
about a woman who left the field of agriculture 
and then came back to it to start her own 
company. They will then explore their skills and 
how they could relate to future careers. 

College Profile 30 minutes 
Students will select a college or university of 
interest to research and complete the profile. 

Discover Careers in Agriculture 30 minutes 
Students will choose three agriculture careers 
that interest them and use AgExplorer to 
complete the handout for each career. 

Employer Pathway Connections 50 minutes 

Students will explore various company websites 
to learn more information about what they do, 
then design a series of social media posts for one 
of the companies. 

Finding the Right Words 45 minutes 
Students will read an article on using key words in 
resumes and career documents then evaluate a 
resume according to its key words. 

https://ffa.box.com/s/augpgvq2h4lp0bi9carblxyzcxmdxx8b
https://ffa.box.com/s/ztxp2mqvxr81dzrexwfm4tpruvtbaz3v
https://ffa.box.com/s/kti0bllfhnlf32huivpm3fkx5xoin283
https://ffa.box.com/s/kx0n187u7zcyi4y5ca12ml7a2d81hn7l
https://ffa.box.com/s/k2zie5nu8ainfoqzcy71denpykydmsah
https://ffa.box.com/s/yb8biituvqzgtv6q1lko47u3kzecwl73
https://ffa.box.com/s/6wwzjpduhxf2azgk2rid6h8e0vsdbgmf
https://ffa.box.com/s/dldove6bwqodxgzebkoz13uxuz5my0dq
https://ffa.box.com/s/hz549zax26rrdeu1m1fqkodtoj3gbnf0
https://ffa.box.com/s/wit3axnsxekkozq2plplnuqzn3plvc7r
https://ffa.box.com/s/l4btxbkzjca9jx37s436jp9g0gcs9ird
https://ffa.box.com/s/lj2zs7pnbthp3hm7z7gtl5hh8hvunf6d
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More Than Money 40 minutes 
Students will read an article about total 
compensation and then complete an activity to 
build their dream compensation package. 

MyCareer Quiz: Matching My Interests 25 minutes 
Students will complete the MyCareer Quiz on 
AgExplorer and answer questions based on their 
results. 

Resumes: You’re the Boss 45 minutes 

Students will reflect on skills they believe 
individuals need to be successful in the 
workplace. Then, they will review two resumes for 
a job and evaluate them to select a successful 
candidate. 

The Agriculture Career Matchmaker 65 minutes 
Students will take on the role of a career 
matchmaker and make career recommendations 
based on four given profiles. 

Unusual Careers in Ag: FFA New Horizons Article 50 minutes 
Students will read an FFA New Horizons article on 
six unusual careers in agriculture and explore two 
careers using AgExplorer. 

Vocabulary Activities ( Word | PDF ) 50 minutes 

A bank of eight vocabulary activities that students 
can either pick from or the teacher may choose 
one to assign. These activities can be used with 
any vocabulary list; however, you may want to try 
this list of career-related vocabulary terms for use 
with this guide.  

 
Additionally, you can find some of these activities on a choice board linked below. This choice board is designed in a 
way that none of the activities require the completion of the other activities so you can provide options for your 
students when you need to be away from your classroom for a day. 
 
Career Exploration and Planning Substitute Choice Board:  
Word Document: https://ffa.box.com/v/SubChoiceBoard-Careers  
PDF: https://ffa.box.com/v/SubChoiceBoard-Careers-PDF  
Google Doc: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fe3DstJQs1_iM-t_k5KSEqfNhwR8z5rwQMJ7JtidHq8/copy  
 
**Choice Board Note: All student activity sheets from the choice board will need to be printed and available in your 
classroom or posted on your school’s learning management system for students to access to complete the activities. 

https://ffa.box.com/s/biikzeilwvibynvfkynywn09g098d4r1
https://ffa.box.com/s/rap3o63tnmppeg3mxwpz0equssyahxfx
https://ffa.box.com/s/ax0soqecddoud45a6d5s9g2dorq9b9p7
https://ffa.box.com/s/ohi27xvkwulorhcyiws5nimpbg5s70u1
https://ffa.box.com/s/bciiqmyi74giqx9s32bykhlz6byh7poq
https://ffa.box.com/v/SubstituteVocabularyActivities
https://ffa.box.com/v/SubstituteVocabActivitiesPDF
https://ffa.box.com/s/khl0bavbqgn2rzt8wg6e5o8ln5d6bfbt
https://ffa.box.com/v/SubChoiceBoard-Careers
https://ffa.box.com/v/SubChoiceBoard-Careers-PDF
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fe3DstJQs1_iM-t_k5KSEqfNhwR8z5rwQMJ7JtidHq8/copy


 

© National FFA Organization 2025 

Three-Day Plans 
Below are two options for cohesive plans that would work to leave for your students when you will be away from your 
classroom for three consecutive days. Each plan contains activities that connect well to each other as well as a sheet 
with daily introductory and closure activities/questions (bell work and exit tickets) to further connect the activities and 
concepts to each other. Each plan also includes the student learning objectives, a list of materials to print or post to 
your school’s learning management system and ideas for extension activities. 
 

Option 1: Career Exploration Using AgExplorer 
Click here to access the written plan that you may leave for your substitute. (Click here for the Google Docs version.) 
You may edit this plan to fit the needs of your classroom and students. 
 

Student Learning Objectives Materials 
After completing these activities, students will … 

1. Browse the AgExplorer platform to gain a bird’s-
eye view of agricultural careers. 

2. Identify agricultural careers that best match their 
interests by completing an assessment. 

3. Investigate agricultural careers. 
4. Analyze career information and put it into their 

own words. 
5. Create a career profile for two agricultural 

careers. 

Student Activity Sheets to Print or Post: 
• Three-Day Substitute Daily Activity Sheet:  

Option 1 ( Word | PDF | Google Doc ) 
• AgExplorer Exploration Student Activity Sheet 
• MyCareer Quiz: Matching My Interests Student 

Activity Sheet 
• Career Profile Student Activity Sheet (two copies 

per student) 
• Career Profile Example (in the same document 

as the Career Profile sheet) 
 
Other Materials Needed: 

• Student devices with internet access 
 

Vocabulary Terms 
1. Career 
2. Career Pathway 
3. Education/Training 
4. Employer 
5. Interest 
6. Outlook 
7. Salary 
8. Skill 

Day-to-Day Plans 
Day 1: (50 minutes) 

1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
First, record all the careers you can think of in the industry of agriculture. Then record as many careers as you 
can that you think are not related to agriculture. 
 

2. Activity: Students will use their devices with internet access to access AgExplorer and complete the 
“AgExplorer Exploration” activity. 
 

3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
While you were browsing AgExplorer, what are five things that stuck out to you that you would be interested 
in learning? 
 

Day 2: (50 minutes) 
1. Bell Ringer: (Students will record the following on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 

a. Write down one career you would HATE to have. Beneath that career, explain why in five words or less. 
b. Write down one career you would LOVE to have. Beneath that career, explain why in five words or less. 

 
2. Activity: Students will access the MyCareer Quiz on AgExplorer and answer all the multiple-choice questions 

to receive their results. They will then complete the “MyCareer Quiz: Matching My Interests” activity, 

https://ffa.box.com/s/4oi98z7922liztvhmiu14xxguzzfw6e8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_iVgSaK2BDVTccURe6j2SLmTPeSxaQZ4vZE45G942wA/copy
https://ffa.box.com/s/rhkffvrr01hi2j4kcferjyk1h12jttsx
https://ffa.box.com/s/1j7vjrvi13iplmcuqv31q1sp2sl4d75b
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-covK57gyMdOp2HC1bg9Yu5fraykmPOKCQ7cqmE6ci8/copy
https://ffa.box.com/s/augpgvq2h4lp0bi9carblxyzcxmdxx8b
https://ffa.box.com/s/7bb3ixyq9rij7x7hcofob6aijyvyonyk
https://ffa.box.com/s/7bb3ixyq9rij7x7hcofob6aijyvyonyk
https://ffa.box.com/s/6wwzjpduhxf2azgk2rid6h8e0vsdbgmf
https://agexplorer.ffa.org/
https://ffa.box.com/s/augpgvq2h4lp0bi9carblxyzcxmdxx8b
https://agexplorer.ffa.org/ag-explorer-quiz/
https://ffa.box.com/s/7bb3ixyq9rij7x7hcofob6aijyvyonyk
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answering the questions about their results. Additionally, have students answer the following reflection 
questions about their quizzes on the back of their papers: 
1. Were you surprised by your MyCareer Quiz results? Why or why not? 
2. What were four of the additional careers you matched with (outside of your top four)? Did any of these 

interest you? Why or why not? 
3. As you were taking the quiz, what kinds of questions did you think were most important to you in 

revealing your best career matches? Why? 
4. Could any of the careers you matched with also exist outside of agriculture? If so, which ones? 

 
3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 

What was your overall impression of your MyCareer Quiz results? Could you see yourself working in any of 
these careers? Why or why not? 
 

Day 3: (50 minutes) 
1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 

Which of the careers from your MyCareer Quiz results are you most interested in learning more about? Why 
do those careers interest you more than the others? 
 

2. Activity: Students will choose two of the careers from their MyCareer Quiz results from Day 2 and use 
AgExplorer to complete a “Career Profile” for each of them. There is an example career profile provided in the 
same document for students to reference if needed. 
 

3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
Choose one of the careers you prepared a profile for. Based on your research, create a hypothetical “Day in 
the Life” social media post for a person in that career. Your post should be five or six sentences long and 
include a drawing or photo. 

a. Additionally, students will complete the “Top Five Things I Learned This Week” section of their Daily 
Activity Sheets. 
 

Potential Extension Activities 
• Have students learn more about the different career focus areas on AgExplorer by watching one or more of 

the career focus area videos and completing this video analysis activity for each video they watch. 
• Students can learn about several specific agricultural careers directly from a person in that career by 

watching a video from the AgExplorer Video Center and completing the “AgExplorer Video Activity.” 
• Have students dive deeper into career pathways by completing the "Career Pathways for Me" activity using 

AgCareers.com. 
 
  

https://agexplorer.ffa.org/
https://ffa.box.com/s/6wwzjpduhxf2azgk2rid6h8e0vsdbgmf
https://ffa.box.com/s/yb8biituvqzgtv6q1lko47u3kzecwl73
https://agexplorer.ffa.org/video-center/
https://ffa.box.com/s/ztxp2mqvxr81dzrexwfm4tpruvtbaz3v
https://ffa.box.com/s/k2zie5nu8ainfoqzcy71denpykydmsah
https://www.agcareers.com/career-profiles/
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Option 2: College and Trade School Exploration 
Click here to access the written plan that you may leave for your substitute. (Click here for the Google Docs version.) 
You may edit this plan to fit the needs of your classroom and students. 
 

Student Learning Objectives Materials 
After completing these activities, students will … 

1. Explain the pros and cons of attending 
college/university versus attending a trade 
school. 

2. Examine information about different 
colleges/universities and trade schools. 

3. Identify careers that are the result of a trade 
school pathway. 

4. Identify careers that are the result of a 
college/university pathway. 

5. Create a profile for three colleges or trade 
schools. 

Student Activity Sheets to Print or Post: 
• Three-Day Substitute Daily Activity Sheet:  

Option 2 ( Word | PDF | Google Doc ) 
• Trade School or College: Which Is the Best Path 

for You? FFA New Horizons Article 
• Trade School or College: Which Is the Best Path 

for You? Student Activity Sheet 
• College Search Student Activity Sheet 
• College Profile Student Activity Sheet (three 

copies per student) 
 
Other Materials Needed: 

• Student devices with internet access 
 

Vocabulary Terms 
1. Admissions 
2. Certification 
3. College 
4. Degree 
5. Major 
6. Trade School 
7. Tuition 
8. Undergraduate 
9. University 

Day-to-Day Plans 
Day 1: (50 minutes) 

1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
In your own words, what is the difference between a trade school and a college? Is one better than the 
other? Why or why not? 
 

2. Activity: Students will read the article “Trade School or College: Which Is the Best Path for You?” from the 
summer edition of FFA New Horizons and complete the following parts of the student activity sheet. 

a. Part 1: Answer questions based on the article. 
b. Part 2: Use AgExplorer to choose one career from a college education pathway and one from a trade 

school pathway and create a job posting for each. 
c. Part 3: Create a map of colleges and trade schools in their home state. 

 
3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 

Which educational path do you believe is best for you? List three reasons for your choice. 
 

Day 2: (50 minutes) 
1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 

After high school, would you prefer to stay in-state or go out-of-state for your education? Why? 
 

2. Activity: For the “College Search” activity, students will identify a career on AgExplorer that they are 
interested in and find schools that would offer a path toward that career.  
(Students may modify this activity to better fit trade schools if that is their chosen path.) 

a. Instead of student life/housing, they can write information about different partners/employers the 
trade school works with. 

b. Instead of listing agriculture degrees, they can list certifications offered. 
 

3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
There are many different options when it comes to colleges and trade schools. What is most important to 
you when selecting a school to continue your education? List three things. 

https://ffa.box.com/s/yii68hxvzaigah3ydi0uilcr8hi95wo2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SPv4A7mx5fkKzx_spy2SxxXGOHGaobHj-e1HFdkB_ow/copy
https://ffa.box.com/s/qj8kslzzj7t4kxppfngc02uyiaz59ao6
https://ffa.box.com/s/ds23p83nwjulvyym6su3txeku42i7blo
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13UJ69vYmYHwS6Ic-qQWfJE1NaO0FID2DSMGKJ7pclFM/copy
https://ffa.box.com/s/ojin0g83odffgnpk1rsxcr9mtidpfw6a
https://ffa.box.com/s/ojin0g83odffgnpk1rsxcr9mtidpfw6a
https://ffa.box.com/s/biv00zszmxhbtncpy8lywubqfnb8b8sv
https://ffa.box.com/s/biv00zszmxhbtncpy8lywubqfnb8b8sv
https://ffa.box.com/s/l0iw6pxnbcptlq6ev0bly1rjynrfsvry
https://ffa.box.com/s/hz549zax26rrdeu1m1fqkodtoj3gbnf0
https://ffa.box.com/s/ojin0g83odffgnpk1rsxcr9mtidpfw6a
https://ffa.box.com/s/biv00zszmxhbtncpy8lywubqfnb8b8sv
https://agexplorer.ffa.org/
https://ffa.box.com/s/l0iw6pxnbcptlq6ev0bly1rjynrfsvry
https://agexplorer.ffa.org/
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Day 3: (50 minutes) 

1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
How do you most like to compare different options when you are making a choice (like the choice of which 
college/school to attend)? 
 

2. Activity: Students will draw upon their research from the previous activities and choose three educational 
institutions (colleges/universities or trade schools) to prepare a profile for. They will do so using the “College 
Profile” Student Activity Sheets. 
(Students may modify these to better fit trade schools if they so choose.) 

a. Instead of degree name, they can write the certification earned. 
b. Instead of the mascot, they can draw the logo. 
c. Instead of housing costs, they can list costs of any additional materials/equipment needed. 

 
3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 

You have now done a lot of research into different educational options. In two or three sentences, explain 
what you believe your next steps should be to work toward your educational goals. 

a. Additionally, students will complete the “Top Five Things I Learned This Week” section of their Daily 
Activity Sheets. 

 

Potential Extension Activities 
• Have students watch the video “College and Career Readiness Q&A with Bayer and Express” and complete 

the accompanying worksheet. 
• Students may begin putting together their resumes for applying to higher education using the FFA Resume 

Generator. *Note: This requires an FFA ID/login, which students will need to have prior to using this tool. 

https://ffa.box.com/s/hz549zax26rrdeu1m1fqkodtoj3gbnf0
https://ffa.box.com/s/hz549zax26rrdeu1m1fqkodtoj3gbnf0
https://vimeo.com/451570022
https://ffa.box.com/s/f80atxk3vsqrntgq9241buxtolea0d0d
https://resumegenerator.ffa.org/
https://resumegenerator.ffa.org/
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Five-Day Plans: 
Below are two options for cohesive plans that would work to leave for your students when you will be away from your 
classroom for five consecutive days. Each plan contains activities that connect well to each other as well as a sheet with 
daily introductory and closure activities/questions (bell work and exit tickets) to further connect the activities and 
concepts to each other. Each plan also includes the student learning objectives, a list of materials to print or post to 
your school’s learning management system and ideas for extension activities. 
 

Option 1: Agricultural Careers: Becoming the Expert 
Click here to access the written plan that you may leave for your substitute. (Click here for the Google Docs version.) 
You may edit this plan to fit the needs of your classroom and students. 
 

Student Learning Objectives Materials 
After completing these activities, students will … 

1. Identify agricultural careers that best match their 
interests by completing an assessment. 

2. Investigate agricultural careers. 
3. Discover the breadth and depth of careers in 

agriculture. 
4. Analyze career information in the twelve career 

focus areas. 
5. Create a paper slide video featuring an 

agricultural career. 
6. Research and recommend agricultural careers 

based on given criteria. 
7. Evaluate what aspects of a future career are 

important to them. 

Student Activity Sheets to Print or Post: 
• Five-Day Substitute Daily Activity Sheet: Option 1 

( Word | PDF | Google Doc ) 
• MyCareer Quiz: Matching My Interests Student 

Activity Sheet 
• Discover Careers in Agriculture Student Activity 

Sheet 
• Battle of the Best Agriculture Careers Student 

Activity Sheet 
• The Agriculture Career Matchmaker Student 

Activity Sheet (three copies of Part 3 per student) 
 
Other Materials Needed: 

• Student devices with internet access 
• Student devices with video recording ability 

 

Vocabulary Terms 
1. Career 
2. Career Pathway 
3. Education/Training 
4. Employer 
5. Interest 
6. Outlook 
7. Salary 
8. Skill 

 

Day-to-Day Plans 
Day 1: (50 minutes) 

1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
When you think about your future career, what are the top three most important characteristics you are 
looking for? Why? 
 

2. Activity: Students will access the MyCareer Quiz on AgExplorer and answer all the multiple-choice questions 
to receive their results. They will then complete the “MyCareer Quiz: Matching My Interests” activity, 
answering the questions about their results. Additionally, have students answer the following reflection 
questions about their quiz on the back of their papers: 

a. Were you surprised by your MyCareer Quiz results? Why or why not? 
b. What were four of the additional careers you matched with (outside of your top four)? Did any of 

these interest you? Why or why not? 
c. As you were taking the quiz, what kinds of questions did you think were most important to you in 

revealing your best career matches? Why? 
d. Could any of the careers you matched with also exist outside of agriculture? If so, which ones? 

 

https://ffa.box.com/s/b0gkqn6yj4ii97uzgb9i0xjbo036w99a
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oxcMAwxlp1rdR_jV2N2ezF-gJXHiOE4HWAsigMnF2TA/copy
https://ffa.box.com/s/nkyd0068lgos8cz24wkxx8sahms0fvmr
https://ffa.box.com/s/eo46udwofw8hx4pv19s3m20v45mawyp1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10hm2o7_dVBIAs1HwPyLKi0fNgdwu8cjoJZXe5hpbkmw/copy
https://ffa.box.com/s/7bb3ixyq9rij7x7hcofob6aijyvyonyk
https://ffa.box.com/s/7bb3ixyq9rij7x7hcofob6aijyvyonyk
https://ffa.box.com/s/wit3axnsxekkozq2plplnuqzn3plvc7r
https://ffa.box.com/s/wit3axnsxekkozq2plplnuqzn3plvc7r
https://ffa.box.com/s/kti0bllfhnlf32huivpm3fkx5xoin283
https://ffa.box.com/s/kti0bllfhnlf32huivpm3fkx5xoin283
https://ffa.box.com/s/cl6t9u6q6hr85k7421rabv9tref9w76v
https://ffa.box.com/s/cl6t9u6q6hr85k7421rabv9tref9w76v
https://agexplorer.ffa.org/ag-explorer-quiz/
https://ffa.box.com/s/7bb3ixyq9rij7x7hcofob6aijyvyonyk


 

© National FFA Organization 2025 

3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
What was your overall impression of your MyCareer Quiz results? Could you see yourself working in any of 
these careers? Why or why not? 

 
Day 2: (50 minutes) 

1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
What were your top four careers from the MyCareer Quiz you took? If you had to eliminate one of these 
careers from consideration, which would it be? Why? 
 

2. Activity: Students will choose their top three out of the four careers they received from the MyCareer Quiz 
and use AgExplorer to research them and complete the “Discover Careers in Agriculture” student activity 
sheet. 
 

3. Activity: Students will now broaden their career searches by completing Part 1 of “Battle of the Best 
Agriculture Careers.” They will fill out the bracket with one career from each AgExplorer focus area and 
narrow their choices down to the “best” career in their opinion. 
 

4. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
What was your “best” career from “Battle of the Best Agriculture Careers” activity? In one sentence, why did 
you pick this career?  

 
Day 3: (50 minutes) 

1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
Did your top career from “Battle of the Best Agriculture Careers” match any of your top results from the 
MyCareer Quiz? Why do you think that was the case? 
 

2. Activity: Students will complete Parts 2 and 3 of “Battle of the Best Agriculture Careers.” 
a. Part 2: Students will write two paragraphs explaining their reasoning for picking their “best” career. 
b. Part 3: Students will create a paper slideshow all about their winning career. They will create their 

slides, write out their narrations and record a 45 to 90-second video of their slideshow. Students can 
then share these videos with each other to watch. 
 

3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
How was your slideshow similar to those of your classmates? How were they different? Did anyone else have 
your same top career? 

 
Day 4: (50 minutes) 

1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
What is the most valuable thing you have learned about agricultural careers so far? 
 

2. Activity: Students will now take on the role of an agricultural career expert in “The Agriculture Career 
Matchmaker.” 

a. Part 1: Students will read four profiles of individuals who are looking for career help. They will use 
AgExplorer to find careers they believe would match well with each individual based on the 
information in their profiles and then answer the additional questions for each person. 

b. Part 2: Students will consider what characteristics they themselves are looking for in a future career. 
They will complete a short survey that asks them about themselves in a variety of ways and also 
challenges them to list their top five characteristics for a future career. 
 

3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
How did you feel playing the “career expert”? How would you rate each of your matches? Why did you rate 
them the way you did? 

 
Day 5: (50 minutes) 

1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
Do you think it is helpful to have an outside perspective when selecting a career? Why or why not? 
 

2. Activity: Students will complete Part 3 of “The Agriculture Career Matchmaker” three times (with three 
different classmates). 

https://ffa.box.com/s/wit3axnsxekkozq2plplnuqzn3plvc7r
https://ffa.box.com/s/kti0bllfhnlf32huivpm3fkx5xoin283
https://ffa.box.com/s/kti0bllfhnlf32huivpm3fkx5xoin283
https://ffa.box.com/s/kti0bllfhnlf32huivpm3fkx5xoin283
https://ffa.box.com/s/cl6t9u6q6hr85k7421rabv9tref9w76v
https://ffa.box.com/s/cl6t9u6q6hr85k7421rabv9tref9w76v
https://agexplorer.ffa.org/
https://ffa.box.com/s/cl6t9u6q6hr85k7421rabv9tref9w76v
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a. Students will pair up and share their profiles from Part 2 with a classmate and come up with 
questions to ask their classmates. They will then use their classmates’ profiles and interview answers 
along with AgExplorer to select a career for their classmates and provide reasoning for why they 
selected that career. Classmates will then share with each other and record their results. 

b. Students will repeat this process until they have recommendations from three different classmates. 
 

3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
Did your classmates’ career selections for you align with either your MyCareer Quiz results or your top career 
from “Battle of the Best Agriculture Careers”? In three or four sentences, explain why you think this was the 
case. 

a. Additionally, students will complete the “Top Five Things I Learned This Week” section of their Daily 
Activity Sheets. 

 

Potential Extension Activities 
• Have students take the careers their classmates recommended and either complete another copy of 

“Discover Careers in Agriculture” or complete a Career Profile sheet for each of the careers. 
• Have students expand their short paper slideshow from “Battle of the Best Agriculture Careers” into a full 

presentation or three- to five-minute video to profile their careers. 
 

 
  

https://agexplorer.ffa.org/
https://ffa.box.com/s/wit3axnsxekkozq2plplnuqzn3plvc7r
https://ffa.box.com/s/6wwzjpduhxf2azgk2rid6h8e0vsdbgmf
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Option 2: Preparing a Resume 
Click here to access the written plan that you may leave for your substitute. (Click here for the Google Docs version.) 
You may edit this plan to fit the needs of your classroom and students. 
 

Student Learning Objectives Materials 
After completing these activities, students will … 

1. Identify and define the components of a resume. 
2. Understand the importance and use of a resume 

when applying for jobs. 
3. Brainstorm experiences they have that could 

contribute to their resumes. 
4. Identify qualities of a resume that are relevant to 

a specific job posting. 
5. Compare and contrast two resumes to 

determine the level of quality. 
6. Determine the qualities of a resume that best 

showcase an applicant. 
7. Construct their own resumes for an example job 

using their real experiences. 
8. Practice professional communication in the job 

application process. 

Student Activity Sheets to Print or Post: 
• Five-Day Substitute Daily Activity Sheet: Option 2 

( Word | PDF | Google Doc ) 
• Craft the Perfect Digital Resume FFA New 

Horizons Article 
• Craft the Perfect Digital Resume  

Student Activity Sheet 
• You’re the Boss Student Activity Sheets 
• Submitting a Resume Student Activity Sheets 

 
Other Materials Needed: 

• Student devices with internet access 
• Blank paper 
• Scissors 
• Glue 
• Word processing software with resume 

templates (Microsoft Word, Google Docs, etc. OR 
the FFA Resume Generator) 

 

Vocabulary Terms 
1. Certification 
2. Cover Letter 
3. Job Application 
4. Job Posting 
5. Objective 
6. Professional Reference 
7. Resume 
8. Skills 
9. Work Experience 

Day-to-Day Plans 
Day 1: (50 minutes) 

1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
Do you have a resume already? Why or why not? 
 

2. Activity: Students will read the article “Craft the Perfect Digital Resume” from the Fall/Winter 2021 edition of 
FFA New Horizons and complete the following parts of the student activity sheet. 

a. Part 1: Students will answer questions based on the article they read. 
b. Part 2: Students will cut out the resume heading and definition/purpose strips and match them up 

correctly before gluing them onto a blank sheet of paper. (Key available at the end of this document.) 
 

3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
Pick three headings of a typical resume and explain why each is important to include on your resume. 

 
Day 2: (50 minutes) 

1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
Why is it important to start keeping a resume while you are in school? 
 

2. Activity: Students will complete the following parts of the “Craft the Perfect Digital Resume” student activity 
sheet. 

a. Part 3: Students will choose one of three jobs listed on the top of the sheet to apply for and 
brainstorm experiences they have for each category for their resumes. 

b. Part 4: Students will use the worksheet to begin outlining the information to include within each 
section of their resume as well as think of professional references and write a practice 

https://ffa.box.com/s/3jahmksmlxm6ksxc8utgbdhduhsy3b4j
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cp-GKfOfsF7EA2byN1IEo52OdvncbozxPuRr4Xj950g/copy
https://ffa.box.com/s/0zq4hvnzhofhbc9kpcoxv5bswuvp6ahd
https://ffa.box.com/s/lz6xo8ycefgj0b60s9xd45w943oufzkk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IiMQtSuEQTveGXxJSwOkJSNTQQuTgn5J0PuWtGrD0Ak/copy
https://ffa.box.com/s/ypyy5rtchqa2kijj85lsoa449izshpq1
https://ffa.box.com/s/ypyy5rtchqa2kijj85lsoa449izshpq1
https://ffa.box.com/s/lbef2txtgwx91gv5nzxxq8u8w8i8yj4m
https://ffa.box.com/s/lbef2txtgwx91gv5nzxxq8u8w8i8yj4m
https://ffa.box.com/s/8www1zbooiv9szutrxlsii88yqi3akev
https://ffa.box.com/s/7wgt2lsgo5j9sb10e9hozcp8r4ivq84v
https://ffa.box.com/s/ypyy5rtchqa2kijj85lsoa449izshpq1
https://ffa.box.com/s/lbef2txtgwx91gv5nzxxq8u8w8i8yj4m
https://ffa.box.com/s/t69ciwbxijgelexzsu3pdcos76x4f2s3
https://ffa.box.com/s/lbef2txtgwx91gv5nzxxq8u8w8i8yj4m
https://ffa.box.com/s/lbef2txtgwx91gv5nzxxq8u8w8i8yj4m
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communication asking an individual to serve as one of their references. 
 

3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
Why is it valuable to have individuals ready to serve as references when you are conducting a job search? 
What kinds of people should you ask to be your references? 

 
Day 3: (50 minutes) 

1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
What do you think are the top three qualities hiring managers are looking for when reviewing the resumes of 
job applicants? Why? 
 

2. Activity: For the activity “You’re The Boss,” students will act as a hiring manager in a given scenario with an 
established job posting and will first determine what qualities they are looking for in job applicants. They will 
then review two resumes for the job and follow the provided rubric to evaluate the resumes. Finally, they will 
write a recommendation to their supervisor for whom to hire for the position and answer related questions. 
 

3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
How does having been on the hiring side of looking at resumes impact your process for creating your own? 

 
Day 4: (50 minutes) 

1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
What ideas do you have to make your resume stand out above others when hiring managers are looking at 
them? 
 

2. Activity: Have students create their own resumes using the resources they have collected so far. You can 
choose to have students use the FFA Resume Generator* or choose a template from a word-processing 
software. Students should take the information from the earlier activities and create entries on their resume 
with it. 
*Note: The FFA Resume Generator requires an FFA ID/login, which students will need to have access to prior 
to using this tool. 
 

3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
What is one strength you believe your resume has? What is one weakness you believe it still has? How can 
you fix this weakness? 

 
Day 5: (50 minutes) 

1. Bell Ringer: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
What do you think is the most effective way to share your resume with potential employers? Explain your 
answer in one or two sentences. 
 

2. Activity: Students will follow the directions on the “Submitting a Resume” student activity sheet to find a real 
job posting that mirrors the job they selected at the beginning of their resume process. They will then 
answer all of the questions regarding the company/hiring manager’s information and finally draft an 
example email to submit their resume as well as an example follow-up email after they’ve submitted their 
resume. (Note: They will not actually send these emails.) 
 

3. Exit Ticket: (Students will answer the following prompt on their Daily Activity Sheets.) 
What has been the most beneficial or eye-opening part of the resume-building process for you? Explain your 
answer in three or four sentences. 

a. Additionally, students will complete the “Top Five Things I Learned This Week” section of their Daily 
Activity Sheets. 

 

Potential Extension Activities 
• Have students peer review each other’s resumes and offer feedback for improvement. 
• Have students engage in the cover letter–writing process using the “Cover Letter: Can Less Be More” and 

“Cover Letter Polishing” activities. 
 

 
 

https://ffa.box.com/s/8www1zbooiv9szutrxlsii88yqi3akev
https://resumegenerator.ffa.org/
https://ffa.box.com/s/7wgt2lsgo5j9sb10e9hozcp8r4ivq84v
https://ffa.box.com/s/21b7zv3gc9eym3x3yadrjc81g94d3e5x
https://ffa.box.com/s/6iri1tfxc00mjk89l8p3p8fb9vlmoe6q

