Case Study: The Curious Case of the Cookout Crisis

[bookmark: _Hlk190809833]Cast of Characters
Narrator: (reader of all the italicized sections)
Paige Turner: prosecutor
Will Power: plaintiff
Justin Time: defense attorney
Judge: presides over the court
Patty Cakes: witness
Sue Shi: witness
Mrs. B. Honest: President of the Organization, witness
Tom Otto: defendant and witness

(The scene begins in the courtroom as the prosecutor makes her opening statement.)

Paige:	Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, we are here to demonstrate that Tom Otto knowingly and irresponsibly served food at the community event that resulted in widespread illness among attendees. On the day in question, Mr. Otto provided food that caused severe discomfort and sickness to the community. We will also explore the circumstances and other food sources involved. I now call my first witness, Will Power! (Will takes the stand.)

Paige:	Mr. Power, do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

Will:	Absolutely! I’ll tell more truth than anyone can handle!

Paige:	On the day in question, did you prepare, serve or consume food at the event chaired by Mr. Otto?

Will:	Of course I did. (Pauses and smirks at the jury.) I never miss out on summer events with free food.

Justin:	Objection! Irrelevant commentary.

Judge:	Overruled. Proceed, Ms. Turner.

Paige:	Mr. Power, please describe in your own words what happened at the food tent.

Will:	Well, it all started when Tom Otto took charge of the food committee this year. He promised to handle the meat, specifically hamburgers and hot dogs, while the rest of the committee gathered the sides. I thought it sounded fine at first, but now I regret not handling it myself. I should have known better! Meanwhile, Tom was serving fresh, raw milk, which seemed like a hit. I stuck to soda, though. The next day, nearly everyone was sick—seriously ill.

Justin:	Objection! Speculation!

Judge:	Sustained. The jury will disregard the speculation. Mr. Power, stick to the facts.

Will:	Fine, fine. Well, I made my famous potato salad the night before. It’s always a hit. I added loads of mayo, sour cream and hard-boiled eggs. I even decorated it with sliced eggs and parsley. It was so good that people kept sneaking bites before the event—even my cat tried to get into it. The next day, though, people weren’t just full—they were miserable.

Paige:	Thank you, Mr. Power. You may step down. I call my next witness, Patty Cakes. (Patty approaches the stand.)

Patty:	I just want to say, I like everyone involved—Tom, Will and all the others. I never intended for anything bad to happen. I wasn’t feeling my best when I prepared my contributions—roast beef roll-ups and deviled eggs with bacon. After making them, I left them on my patio for Sue to pick up on her way to the event. That’s all I know. Maybe Sue can add more.
Paige:	Thank you, Miss Cakes. I now call Sue Shi to the stand. (Sue replaces Patty at the stand.)

Sue:	I don’t know exactly what went wrong, but I’ve never been so sick in my life! I honestly thought it was the end for me.

Justin:	Objection! Overly dramatic.

Judge:	Sustained. Stick to the relevant facts, Mrs. Shi.

Sue:	Right. As Patty said, I picked up the food around 9 a.m. and loaded it into my car. Then I dropped off my kids at my aunt’s place, which is a bit of a drive into the next county. I probably stayed there longer than I should have, but Aunt Sadie loves to chat. By the time I got to the event, it was already getting warm out, but I didn’t notice anything unusual about the food.

Paige:	Thank you, Mrs. Shi. I call my next witness, Mrs. B. Honest. (Sue takes her seat as Mrs. B. Honest takes the stand.)

Mrs. B. Honest:	I feel awful about what happened, but it’s not fair to place all the blame on Tom. No one knows for sure what caused it. Will does tend to exaggerate.

Paige:	What did you observe?

Mrs. B. Honest:	I arrived late and missed most of the serving, so I helped myself to the leftovers—some salad, deviled eggs and a cold burger. I even had a glass of milk from the tent. I felt fine at first but got sick later. Still, I don’t think we should point fingers until we know for sure.

Paige:	Thank you, Mrs. Honest. I rest my case. (Mrs. Honest returns to her seat.)

Justin:	The defense calls Tom Otto to the stand. (Tom nervously takes the stand.)

Tom:	This has been the most humiliating experience! I’ve volunteered for years, and now this!

Justin:	Calm down, Mr. Otto. Tell the court what happened.

Tom:	I bought quality meat, kept it refrigerated and cooked it properly. I even used clean containers for transport. I also brought fresh milk from my farm that morning, kept it on ice and served it with cookies. I can’t imagine what went wrong, but I did everything by the book.

Justin:	Thank you, Mr. Otto. No further questions, Your Honor. (Tom returns to his seat.)

Judge:	(Looking at the jury) You’ve heard all the evidence. Consider the facts and determine who, if anyone, is responsible for the outbreak.

