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	Ethanol Activity 3 – Community
	



Purpose
Throughout history, government has played an important role implementing laws and regulations that protect the environment and improve the economy. Congress created the renewable fuel standard (RFS) program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and expand the nation’s renewable fuels sector while reducing reliance on imported oil. This program was authorized under the Energy Policy Act of 2005 and expanded under the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007.

The RFS has helped provide consumers with real choice and savings at the pump while strengthening our economy, delivering greater energy independence, and improving our environment. The RFS requires fuel companies to purchase and blend renewable fuels with fossil fuels. Each year the amount of renewable fuel required to be blended increases. The national goal of the RFS is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, expand the renewable fuels industry in the United States, and to reduce the United States dependence on foreign oil.

How does the Renewable Fuel Standard impact local communities and citizens?

Materials
	Per student:
Activity 3 Community Role Card
Computer with Internet access
Pencil



Procedure
For this activity, you will role-play a community member concerned with the Renewable Fuel Standard. Pay attention to the complexities of decision-making where people having different points of view are involved.

Part One – The Situation
Your newly elected United States Representative is on a committee investigating the possibility of repealing the Renewable Fuel Standard. Your representative is unfamiliar with the RFS and would like to hear from constituents about how the RFS has impacted them. She is holding a townhall meeting to hear from community members like you in your local area.

Part Two – Determining Your Role
Read the role card you were given with information about an individual impacted by or concerned with the Renewable Fuel Standard. You will play the role of this individual for the remainder of the activity. You may not agree with your assigned role, but often agriculturalists must learn to see issues from other perspectives. As a part of your involvement at the upcoming townhall meeting, you are expected to engage in a round table discussion on the Renewable Fuel Standard. To prepare, research the RFS and write a position statement for your role. Include each of the following items in your statement.
An introduction of who you are.
A statement explaining your position on the Renewable Fuel Standard, the impact it has on you, and why you feel this way.
A list of three other community members you feel should be involved in the decision making process and why you think they should be there.
Three questions you have about the Renewable Fuel Standard that other community members may be able to answer.
You and your fellow classmates will present your positions on the Renewable Fuel Standard to the class. You may be called upon to answer questions that other students may have. Once all classmates make their statement, write a summary of what you have learned about the impact of ethanol and the Renewable Fuel Standard. Include whether you agreed with the role you represented and why you did or did not agree with that role.

Conclusion
1. Why do you think opinions tend to vary concerning energy production?




2. [bookmark: _GoBack]What important factors influenced the creation of the RFS through the Energy Policy Act of 2005 and its expansion under the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007?



3. What differences and similarities are there between how decisions are made in this activity and how they happen in your community?




4. What skills did you learn from this activity and how could apply them in the real world?
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