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Introduction

“FFA At 25" was written at the close of the first quarter century of the
FFA. "The FFA At 50—A Golden Past—A Brighter Future” has been
written because of the nationwide demand for a record of the develop-
ment, growth and achievement of the Future Farmers of America dur-
ing its first 50 years.

The manuscript was written by Dr, A. Webster Tenney, FFA chapter
advisor In Florida 1930-1935; National Executive Secretary of the FFA
1943- 1957 and National FFA Advisor 1961-1965. Dr. Tenney has
drawn freely from his many years of service to the FFA in the prepara-
tion of this significant history. "The FFA At 50" contains the dynamic
accomplishments of FFA members as they worked constructively under
the guidance of chapter advisors, state advisors, teacher educators and
national leaders.

H. N. Hunsicker
National Advisar
Future Farmers of America






The Author’s Foreword

When | was invited by the National Board of Directors

of the Future Farmers of America to write 2 history of the
first 50 years of the organization | accepted and con-
sidered It a speclal privilege to share in this impaortant
assignment. | requested thal local chapters, state associa-
tions, officers, local, state and national leaders and
friends of the FFA be inviled to submit ideas and mate-
rials for the history. The response to this request has been
most gratifying.

The “FFA At 25" was written by the late John Farrar
who, as Director of Public Relations and Information far
the national FFA organtzation. recorded the develop.
ment, growth and achlevemenis of the Future Farmers
of America during its first 25 years. The history of the
first 25 years of the FFA is ruly a record of high
achlevement. [t serves as a firm foundation for the writing
of the history of the first 50 years of the FFA. Effort
has been made to include in this new history much ol the
information and eolor found In “FFA AL 25."

Some readers may commaent that the author is preju-
diced in favor of the FFA. Alter serving for six yearsas a
local chapter advisar, eight years helping direct the
Florida FFA Assoclation, 16 years as National Executive
Secretary and four years as National Advisor of the FFA
1 admit with pride to being prejudiced. Any person wha
reviews the record of achlevemant of the Future Farmers
of America will agree thal it Is a great organization

It has been a formidable task ta review an enormous
amount of excellent publications. unpublished materials
and other imely Information about the achlevements of
the FFA. Selection has been made of those achievements
and events which relate 1o the development of the or-
ganization. |t has been necessary to leave out many
stories that could be tald about the accomplishments of
mambers, chaplers and state assoclations. The achieve-
mants aof the organization each year have been so great
that many volumes ¢could be written aboul the various
activitles Fortunately many state associations and local
chapters are writing hislories of their accomplishments It
was nacessary 1o limil the length of the publication so it
can be made available o members and friends through-
oul the world.

During the past 50 years many changes have been
made in the agencies of government on the national,

siate and Jocal levels which have administered and spon-
sored the Future Farmers of America Vocational educa-
tion was, in the early days. administered by the Federal
Board for Vocational Education. When the FFA was
organized in 1928, the Agricultural Education Service
under the Federal Board sponsored FFA on the national
level, Later the vocational education programs were
moved to the Office of Education in the Department of the
Interipr. Some time after that the Office of Education was
transferred to the Federal Security Agency, and still later,
that agency was made the Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare. Through all those moves, the Agricul-
tural Education Service retained its identity unti] the ward
“Service” was changed to "Branch.” In a major recr-
ganiration the Agricultural Education Branch was abol-
Ishied and its responsibililies were assigned to new
branches which were lormed. The Chiel of the Branch
became a Specialist In Agricultural Education. Many
similar changes have been made in the states in the ad-
ministration of the Future Farmers of America.

There have been many changes in the names of the
boards that have administered the Future Farmers of
America organization. At lirst, the national governing
board of the FFA was the Board of Trustees, composed
of the six natlonal youth officers, the national advisor,
the executive secretary and the reasurer. Then there
was added the Advisory Council This was a group of
four state supervisors of vocational agricullure, elected
by their fellow supervisors at annual regional confer-
ences, This group, with the nationa| advisor as chairman,
was givan the power of approval over actions ol the
Board of Trustees and convention delegates. Power of
approval, incidentally, was just a nice way of saying final
power.

Sull later, the four regional agents of the Agricultural
Education Service were added to the Advisory Councll,
and there was a period during which they were called
regional advisors. The iImmediate past national president
of the FFA also served on the Advisory Council.

When the FFA received its federal charter of incorpora
tion in 1950, a Board of Directors, stmilar to the old Ad-
visory Council was spelled out very plainly as “the gov-
erning body of the corporation.™

Thaere also was created a Board of Student Officers



camposed entirely of the six national youth officers. Their
doty was 1o "advise and make recommendations to the
Board of Direcrors.”

Through the years the student officers and the aduli
members of the Advisory Council or the Board of Diree-
tors have worked together effectively and harmoniously,
They have usually met together, with everybody free 1o
participate in the discussions. The youth officers express
their apinions and make recommendations to the Board,
which are uswally accepted,

The history of the Future Farmers of Amenica organiza-
tion is a thrilling story of achievement of youth under the
guidance of dedicated and capable teachers of vocational
agriculture. These instructors were given encourage-
ment, instruction and assistance by supervisors and
teacher educators. The Future Farmers of America is
an important part of the program of vocational educa-
tlon in agriculture.

This history Is dedicated ta the vocational agriculiure
instructars of the nation, whose efforts have been largely
responsible for the achievements of the FFA members.
Fortunately some instructors have been associated with
the FFA since it was founded in 1928, Many were mem-
bers prior to becaming instructars. They have motivated
and guided their students to become members and
participate in the challanging activities of the FFA.

The accomplishments of state assoclations and the
national organization of FFA have been, in the long run,
the result of work in local chapters. The loundation of the
FFA is in the school, the home and the community. Ac-
tivities of the local chapter are performed by the student
members under the gquidance and leadership of the voca-
tonal agriculiure Instructor,

Thelr ereed presents the spirit in which the teachers
serve as advisors of local FFA chapters:

"I am a teacher of vocational agriculture by choice and not
by ehanes.

“I believe in rural Amenca; | dedicate my life to s devel-
opment and the advancemsnt of its people.

“| wll strive 1o set before my students by my deeds and
actions the highest standards of cltizenship for the commu-
nity, same and nation

"l will endeavor io develop prolessianally throogh study,
trave] and exploration.

“Iwill niat knowingly wrong my leflow teacher. | will de-
fand him as far as honesny will permit

“1 will work for the advancement of vocational ngru;ullu“'
ane | will defend It in my community, state and nation

“] realize that | am part of the public schoal system. | will
waork in harmony with school authorities and other teach.
e7s of the school

“My love for youth will spur me on 1o impart something

fram miy lifa that will help make for each of my siudents a

full and happy future,”

Credit should be given to those who have assisted with

the preparation of this history, The regional agents of the
Agricultural Education Service during the early years of
the vocational agriculture program were most helpful by
doing such a thorough job of recording the proceedings
of their conferences, The persons who so carefully com-
piled and preserved a file entitled, “Old American Royal
and Dairy Show Material,” must be thanked for much
information about the early days of the FFA which was
gleaned from these sources,

Another good source of information was the History of
Agricultural Education of Less Than College Grade in the
United States, compiled in 1942 by the late Frank W
Lathrop and the late Rufus W. Stimson, from materials
sent 1o them by workers In vocational agricullural educa-
tion throughout the United States, Much of the informa-
tlon contained in this history was taken from the proceed-
ings of the natlonal FFA canventions, and minutes of
various official meetings, all carefully compiled and pre-
served by the men who served as national executive
secretary of the FFA. Much valuable historical imforma-
tion was found In taped interviews with state and national
leaders who shared in or observed the early development
of the FFA. These tapes and other valuable historical
materials which are kept in the archives of the organiza-
tion were used frealy in the preparation of this document.

The staff members in the National FFA Center have
been most helptul in planning and providing materials for
the history, They also reviewed the manuscript gnd of-
fered suggestions far improvement. The Board of Stu-
dent Offlcers and the Board of Directors have rendered
invaluable back up suppart. And finally, a vate of appre-
ciation to Me, H. M. Hunsicker, Mational Advisor af the
FFA, for his guidance and assistance in the preparation of
this history and for Inviting me to share in this challenging
task A, Webster Termey






The FFA at 50
Whatitis . . . How it works

The FFA today is one of the most effective vouth orga-
nizations in the world. At 50 it is like the youth who be-
lang; active, confident—and yet still {ar short of the at-
tainment of their ultimate possibilities.

In its Golden Anniversary year the FFA was active in
BO72 local high schoal chapters located throughout 50
states, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. An active mem-
bership of nearly 510,000 youth preparing for careers in
agriculture and agribusiness attested to its popularity.
Members who were preparing to become farmers were
studying agriculture and investing in their chosen occupa-
tion while those who were preparing for employment in
agribusiness were working and earning as they studied to
prepare for permanent employment. They are excellent
examples of capable, ambitious and industrious youth
who have entered the business of farming and agribusi-
ness while they are enrolled in school.

Mare than 20,000 members and guests were expected
at the fiftieth National FFA Convention in November
1977 and it was anticipated that 25,000 would be present
for the Golden Anniversary Convention in 1978, This
was the second major anniversary of the FFA, The first
was the Silver Anniversary Convention, which was held
in October 1953. At that time the Post Office Department
issued a three-cent postage stamp in commeration of the
FFA’s 25th year; the President of the United States and
two of his cabinet members were speakers at the conven-
tion. It is expected that the Golden Anniversary Conven-
tion will be the greatest in the history of the FFA.

For many years the FFA has received strong support
from state and national officials in the United States. Sim-
ilar organizations are being developed by other nations
throughout the world.

FFA is the national organization of, by, and for youth
who are studying vocational agriculture in public second-
ary schoaols which operate under the provisions of the Na-
tinnal Vocational Education Acts. Itis an educational,
non-profit, non-political organization of students de-
signed to develop agriculiural leadership, character,
thrift, scholarship, cooperation, citizenship and patrio-
tisrm,

Youth must be enrolled in vocational agriculture to be
eligible for membership. They may retain their member-
ship for three years following their graduation from high

school, or until they become 21 years of age.

The FFA is sponsored by the Agricultural Education
Staff in the Office of Education, United States Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare, in cooperation
with the various state boards for vocational education and
local high school| departments of vocational agriculture.
MNational headquarters is maintained near Mount Vernon
at Alexandria, Virginia.

Under a charter of incorporation granted by Act of
Congress in 1950 (Public Law 740, 81st Congress), a
Board of Student Officers of six members is elected each
year by the national convention delegates. They include
the president, secretary and four vice-presidents, one to
represent each of the organization's four administrative
regions.

There is an adult Board of Directors composed of five
members of the agricultural education staffs (n the na-
tional and regional offices of the Office of Education, and
four state supervisors of agricultural education who are
elected by their fellow state supervisors in regional con-
ferences.

In conducting business of the organization, the Board
of National Student Officers usually meets two or three
days before the Board of Directors to prepare recom-
mendations to the adult board. They then join the adult
board and participate in discussions. When new business
arises they submit their recommendations. Questions on
policy frequently are referred to the delegate body at the
national convention, or are resolved through polls of the
state associations. Although the FFA constitution gives
the Board of Directors final authority, action taken usually
represents the recommendations of the Board of National
Student Officers. Essentially, the business of the organi-
zation is run by youth under adult guidance.

The Mational Officers and Board of Directors ordinarily
meet three times during the year—in late January and in
July at or near the Mational FFA Center, and in Novem-
bir at Kansas City just before the national convention.
Durina the interim, the boards leave autherity to conduct
business with a governing committee composed of the
MNational Advisor and two members of the agricultural
education staff,

The FFA Charter provides that the Chief of Agricultural
Education in the Office of Education shall be the National
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Learning basic carpentry skills was animportant part of early agricuiiural mechanics instruction.

Advisor, and that a member of that staff shall serve as
Executive Sacretary,

Each local chapter, and each state association of FFA,
elects its own officers each vear. In local chapter meet-
ings, usually held once or twice a month, all active mem-
bers may vote. State conventions are held once each
year, and ordinarily two official delegates from each
chapter comprise the voting body. In the annual national
conventions the official delegate body is composed of
representatives from each state association, usually
headed by the state president,

In all cases, the teacher of vocational agriculture is the
advisor of the local chapter, and the state supervisor of
agricultural education is the advisor of the state associa-
Hon.

FFA members engage In a variety of activities. Through
their participation members learn how to take part in
meetings, follow parliamentary procedure, speak in pub-
lic, and cooperate with their fellow students in programs
tor individual and community betterment. Each FFA
Chapter develops an4 follows an annual program of

activities, Each member shares in planning the program
and participates in its execution. Local chapters sponsor
recreational activities; conduct scrap drives, safety cam-
paigns, home improvement programs, hold parent and
member banquets and engage in almost any kind of con-
structive activity that the mind of youth ean conceive and
the energy of vouth can carry to fulfillment,

Many FFA activities are designed to encourage youth
to do more and better work in vocational agriculture. Ad-
vancement through degrees in the organization from
Greenhand through Chapter Farmer, State Farmer, and
American Farmer is based largely on achievemnent in
farming. Similar degrees are offered for those who are
preparing for employment in agribusiness, Awards of-
fered through the FFA for outstanding achievement in
such fields as agricultural mechanics, electrification, soil
and water management, dairy production, safety and for
experiences and achievements made while employed in
agribusiness occupations, stimulate increased effort by
students. Chapters operate pig and calf chains and
school land laboratories to help students get started, They



The Pledge of Alleglance is part of Ihe closing ceramanies ol evary FRA chapter magting

pool thelr funds to purchase improved breeding stock, to
make quantity purchase of seeds, fertilizers, nursery
plants and other supplies.

Chapter members take part in many judging contests
which build interest in leaming how to select quality live-
stock, poultry and plants, Falrs and livestock shows are
held to build enthusiasm for raising top qualily products,
Many chapters own one or more high quality sires for uze
of members and others in the community in improving
the quality of their ivestock, Chapters located in urban
areas help provide greenhouses, potting sheds, nurseries
and facilities for producing and amanging flowers for use
by students who are preparing for careers in agribusiness,
FFA members are active in horticuliural societies, dairy
herd improvement associations, farm organizations and
other arganizations working for the improvement of agri-
culture and agribusiness,

Business and industrial firms, other organizations, and
interested individuals give strong support to vocational
agriculture and the FFA. The Future Farmers of America
Foundation, Inc., which budgets nearly a million dallars

Through chapier agiiviliea FEA members learn to apoly the les-
$ons l3ught in vocatona!l agricuilure classes



annually for awards, s supported by annual cash con-
tributions from some 1.500 sponsors.

The foundation sponsars a wide variety of awards for
FFA members. Best known of these awards are the Star
Farmer of America and the Star Agribusinessman of
America. During the selection of winnars of the various
awards made possible by the National FFA Foundation
consideration is given to accomplishments in agriculture
or agribusiness, leadership, cooperation and citizenship

The FFA publishes a bi-monthly magazine, The Na-
tional Future Farmer, which is mailed to the homes of all
of the members, many former members and to many
friends of the FFA. In 1977 more than 500,000 coples of
each issue were printed and distributed. The organization
also operates the National FFA Supply Service, pro-
viding mail order sales for merchandise bearing the FFA
emblem. The FFA sponsors official calendars which are
distributed through local FFA chapters and state associa-
tions. The national FFA contests and award programs are
administered through the Nattonal FFA Center. For
many years the national organization has emploved staff
to provide information to the public abaut the activities
and achievements of the FFA,

The National FFA Center is located on 36 acres of land
south of Alexandria, Virginia, and near Mount Vernon.
The Center houses the program staff, the Mational FFA
Supply Service, FFA Alumni headquarters and The Ma-
tional Future Farmer magazine. The FFA owns and
operates the MNational FFA Center.

The organization has operated in the black since its
first year. The FFA employs over 100 perzans to work on
the program staff, publish the magazine and work for the
Mational FFA Supply Service and &lumni Association.

Income, in addition 1o that provided by annual dues of
51.50 per member comes from modest profits of the
Mational FFA Supply Service and the sale of advertising
in The Nationol Future Farmer magazine and the sale of
official FFA calendars,

MNational student officers of the FFA spend one year
almost full time working for the FFA organization. The
Mational Officers are on the road an average of 250-

300 days of the year and travel thousands of miles to
make major appearances before audiences of FFA mem-
bers or other groups as well as news media. Travel
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FFA public speaking conlest activities help members
gain self-confidence in their ability (o communicate
in public and wark with people.

expenses of the officers are paid by the organization and
at the end of their year in office each of the six officers is
presented a scholarship in recognition for their service to
the FFA organization. The national efficers help con-
duct the business of the FFA, visit state association con.
ventions, visit many local chapters, tell the story of FFA
to many groups throughout the nation, visit other nations
in the interest of FFA and help conduct national, state
and local leadership training conferences. Each year the
officers visit many of the sponsors of the National FFA
Foundation.



Ornamentsl horticulture is one of many occupational opporunitias open 1o vocational agnculturelagnbusiness studants: This
school nursary is & labaratory providing opportunities fer students 1o "learn by daing.”

The FFA organization conducts an active international
program. Support is given to youth organizations pat-
terned after the FFA which have been organized in other
nations. Youth exchange programs are conducted and
tours are arranged so that members may have the oppor-
tunity to visit communities and observe agricultural pro-
grams in other nations. The FFA also assists youth from
other nations by planning teurs or arranging work place-
menis for them in the United States.

At the request of former FFA members who wished to
continue to support the organization and keep informed
about its activities and achievements the FFA Alumni or-
ganization was launched in 1971 and now has a member-
ship of 15,000,

One of the major objectives of the FFA Is to provide
training in leadership. Most of the training is given on the
local level. State associations sponsor leadership training
programs for chapters. Likewise the national organization
provides leadership raining programs in Washington for
chapter and state officers each year,

The FFA at 50 is a vigorous organization that |s doing
much to educate students enrolled in vocational agricul-
ture classes and provides for them many opportunities to
participate in worthwhile programs which are designed to
motivate youth to higher attainment, improve agriculture
and lead to richer lives in their hames and communities.

i

Orethe-larm expenence kelps this FRA member lzam
the practical side of poultry (arming



The Development of FFA

On Movember 20, 1928, a small group of 33 vocational
agriculture students, their advisors, state leaders in agni-
cultural education and representatives of the Agricultural
Education Service of the Federal Board for Vocational
Education met for an historic session in the old Baltimore
Hotel at Kansas City, Missouri

They were part of the toral group of more than 1,500
vocational agriculture students who were in Kansas City
for the third annual National Congress of Vocational
Agriculiure Students. Their meeting became the first
national convention of the Future Farmers of America.

The organization that was launched on that occasion
was destined to become one of the nation's great forces
toward the development of citizenship. leadership, the
improvement of agriculture, community service, the
development of pride in agricultural occupations and the
utilization of groups of studerts through the FFA to work
for the improvement of rural communities and the na-
tion.

The meeting was not hastily called. The Future
Farmers of America organization was the outgrowth of
many years of constructive work, More than twa full
years of intensive effort by many leaders throughout the
nation had heiped overcome difficulties and develop
plans which were presented for action at the national
meeting.

Early Developments
that Led to
the FFA

The real story of FFA goes back much farther than
1928, FFA is tied directly to vocational education in agri-
culture in the public secondary schools in the nation.
Vocational education is one of the earliest forms of edu-
cation, dating to the early periods of history when young
men served as apprentices to masters as a means of
learning a trade. Apprentices learned by doing. burit

In 1821 this class of wocalional agriculiure siudents was "learning by daing”’ in a meat cutling labaralory



was & slow process, and offered little hope that the stu-
derit might someday be better than his teacher. Thers
was need for a better way to prepare youth for careers
in agriculture.

The writings of early American leaders show that many
of them were concerned with the need for a system to
provide education and training in agricuiture. George
Washington, one of the best technically educated Amen-
cans of his day. had gained maost of his knowledge about
farming by experimentation and through comespondence
with agriculturists in England. Washington frequently
urged the establishment of a "Board of Agriculture™ in
America.

Leaders in agriculture were concerned about their
problems and by themselves were unable to find satisfac-
tory answers. Agricultural societies, the forerunners of
our present farm organizations, were organized for the
promotion of agriculture, beginning about 1785, The
societies helped establish educational fairs and exhibi-
tions, which helped spread information about agriculture.
The first such fairs in America were held during the early
1800'.

Even in those days, some of the societies sought to
have agriculture taught in the public schools, but with
litthe success. The Agricultural Society of South Carclina,
which was founded in 1785, started an agricultural
schoo! tor poor boys and girls in 1796. The Gardiner
Lyceum School was organized at Gardiner, Maine, in
1823, to offer instruction in those branches which, "are
calculated to make scientific farmers and skilled me:
chanics.” The schoal was financed from private and state
funds. Progress in establishing educational programs in
agriculture at that time was slow. The citizens of the early
19th century were more interested in pushing the boun-
daries of the nation westward than in conserving and im-
proving the production of the land they had cleared;

Almost three quarters of a century after George Wash-
ington first proposed the idea, an act of Congress in 1862
established the Department of Agricufture. The chief
officer was called Commissioner of Agriculture, and it
was not until 1889 that the Department became an inde-
pendent branch of the government and its head, or sec-
retary, a member of the President's Cabinet.

The Morrill Act was signed by President Lincoln in

et |

1862. It provided for the support and maintenance of
state colleges devoted to agricultural and mechanical
arts to "'promote the liberal and practical education of
industrial classes in the several pursuits of professions of
life.” The Act was the keystone in the development of
some 60 institutions of higher education which Induced
major redirections in the pattern of American education,

During the last half of the 19th century, there were
peaple trained in the sciences of agriculture; not many, it
is true, but enough to grasp the vision of great things in
store for the nation when their knowledge could be
shared by all farmers.

Once again the move came to introduce the study of
agriculture in the public schoaols. In 1873 the National
Grange, an organization of farmers, advocated thai
practical agriculture and domestic science be taught in the
rural schools. Many states soon required that youth take
a course in agriculture in schoaol, usually in the seventh
or elghth grade. Calleges established short courses and
farmer's institutes in an attempt to carry their work di-
rectly 1o the farmer,

Perhaps the closest approach of any of these to the vo-
cational agriculture training we know today was the
handful of special agricultural schools where students re-
celved classroom instruction plus the benefit of experi-
ence working on the school farms.

In 1880, Booker T. Washington established agricul-
tural teaching for Megro boys in his little one-room school
at Tuskegee, Alabama. Friends bought a 100 acre farm
for the school to give the students a chance to pay part of
their expenses and at the same time to obtain intelligent
training in the best methods of farming.

This was a pericd of discouragement for farm youth.
They were migrating from farms to cities in droves. Public
leaders became concerned about the effect of this move-
ment on rural life. Theodore Reosevelt appointed the
Country Life Commission which urged that steps be
taken to help rural boys and girls understand and appre-
ciate the opportunities for happy and successtul lives on
farms.



State and Federal
Legislation for
Education in
Agriculture

A state bill passed in 1889 established Cangressional
District Agricultural Schoolsin Alabama. A similar move-
ment was going on throughout the country. At the turn of
the century, farm boys in many areas were able to get
training in agriculture fram schools of less than college
grade. Several states took legislative action to add depart-
ments of vocational agriculture to their high schoal
curriculums in the early 1900's. Some of these courses
were largely “academic” or "book” agriculture. Others
went “overboard” in the other direction, basing the in-
struction almost entirely on practical farm work, usually
on farms maintained by the schools, By 1916 agricultural
training was offered in more than 3,000 high schools.

There was disagreerment among educators. Some ad-
vocated special agricultural schools for boys. Others
wanted to teach agriculture as a part of the regular high
school curmiculum. Gradually a system evolved com-
bining classroom instruction with farming projects con-
ducted by the students on the home farm or at the
schoal. It was learned that students needed to be taught
agricultural mechanics to enable them to cope with the
technical changes that were taking place in farming. This
led to the development of school shops which were used
to teach essential mechanical skills to farm youth and
prepare them to use and maintain the equipment and
machines on the farm. Instruction in agriculture became
one of “learning to do, doing to learn,” When students
conducted thelr farming programs at home and were per-
mitted to keep the profits of their work a third aspect,
“earning to lve,"” was added.

Education in agriculture received strong support from
agricultural experiment stations which were made pos-
sible by the passage of the Hatch Act by Congressin
1887. The experiment siatlons provided information on
agricuiture and promoted public high scheol instruction in
agriculture,

Massachusetts, followed by other states, established,
in 1914, a state system of public vocational education,
including Instruction in agriculture.

The Commission on National Ald to Vecational Edu-
cation was created by an Act of Congress In 1914 and
reported that;

“There is a great and crying need for providing vocational
education of this character for every part of the United
States—to conserve and develop our resources; (o pro-

maote a more productive and prosperous agricullure, . . "

Congress, in its continuing effort to help farmers im-
prove their methods, passed the Smith-Lever Act in
1914, establishing the Agricultural Extension Service.
The extension program helped distribute agricultural
knowledge from the colleges and experiment stations to
the local communities. [t developed new local interest in
improved methods, and it dealt with special problems of
the farm and rural community. Still lacking, though, was
a program of systematic courses of instruction in agricul-
ture for the great masses of farmers and their children.

That program came in 1917 with the passage of a
congressional act spensored by Senator Hoke Smith and
Representative Dudley Hughes, both of Georgia. The
Smith-Hughes Act provided for the administration of vo-
cational education programs by a Federal Board for
Vocational Education, States at the same time formed
state boards for vocational education to administer the
programs on the state level.

The Smith-Hughes Act provided for the establishment
of programs of education in agriculture for students in
high school, for out-of-school young farmers and for

Sen Dudiay M
Hughes, co-
aulhor of the
Smith-Hughes
Act




Senator Hake Smilh,
co-author of tha
Smith-Hughes Acl

adult farmers, The major purpose of the instruction was
to improve their efficiency in farming.

The Act provided federal funds to the states, on a fifty-
fifty matching basis, for the promotion of a program of
vocational education in the high schools. The Act recog-
nized the ploneering work that had been done in the field
of agriculture, and specified that studenis of vocational
agriculiure, in addition te thelr studies in school, must
have in operation a program of supervised practice for at
least six months of the year,

The plan of the Smith-Hughes Act might be simply
stated like this: The federal government said to the states:
"“You develop a program of vocational education in your
high schoals and we'll pay half the cost, provided you
first submit plans for your program that meet our ap-
proval.”

The state boards then repeated the offer to the local
communities, so that in the early days a vocational agri-
culture teacher's salary was paid about one-third each
from local, state and federal funds. As the local pro-
gram has expanded over the years since 1917, there
have been gradual increases in the proportion of local
funds spent for vocational education to the point that the
local communities now pay about half the cost, the states
ahout one third, with the remainder coming from the
federal government.

Prior to 1917, 23 states made grants in aid to high
schools for the teaching of agriculture. In addition, agri-
culture was taught in some high schools in 16 other
states. The programs of education in agriculture varied so

much in pature and in quality that the states adopted
quickly the provisions of the Smith-Hughes Act. A pro-
gram of systematic instruction in vocational agriculture
spread throughout the nation in just a few years, Only 14
states had some type of program that might be called
vocational agriculturein 1917, but under the influence of
the Smith-Hughes Act, 48 states offered such courses

in 1922,

The Smith-Hughes Act had a strong impact upon edu-
cation in agriculture throughout the nation for many
years. Students were frequently called “Smith-Hughes
boys." This term was gradually replaced first by “vo-ag
student,” then by "Future Farmer” and later by “agricul-
tural” or “agribusiness student."”

On February 23, 1817, President Woodrow
Wiison signed the Smith-Hughes Act. which pre-
widad funds for 8 nationwide piogram of veca-
Vignal educalion in agriculiure.



Organizations
of Youth
in Agriculture

When farm youth first enrolled in courses in agriculture
they felt a spirit of unity and common purpose because of
their rural background and interest in farming as a voca-
tion. It was only natural therefore. for student arganiza-
tions ta be developed. Records are incomplete concern-
ing crganizations of agriculture students in those early
schools. The Agricola Club of Ypsilanti, Michigan, an or-
ganization of high school agricultural students, with a
matto of, “Learn by Doing,” was founded in 1915 by
their teacher, B. & Walpole.

Walpole's idea spread to other Michigan schools and
by 1917 there was a state association of clubs known as
The Michigan High School Agricultural Assoclation
Their motto was similar to Agricolae: *| Learmn To Do By

Orie of the lirs) FFA chaplars was organized at Weyers Cava Virginia. Tha Chapier's
Charter is now on display at tha Matienal FFA Center in Alaxandria, Virglnia

Dioing.” When the Michigan organization voted to be-
come affiliated with the Future Farmers of America in
May 1929, it had more than 100 local chapters.

lllinois is reported to have had agricultural clubs orga-
nized in some of their high schools as early as 1912.

The development of Smith-Hughes courses in voca-
tional agriculture had great influence on the expansion of
youth clubs in agriculture. When the first organization of
these students was formed is unknown,

Many states reported early clubs of vocational agricul-
ture students, going under a wide variety of names.
Maryland had at least one in 1919 at Middleton. A Maine
group known as Young Farmers Association of Presque
lsle, was organized in 1918 for cooperative activities.

MNew York had the Endicott Young Farmers Club, or-
ganized by Stephen O. Salmon in 1920, In Georgia, de-
partments of vocational agriculture were holding father-
son banguets in 1920, The earliest known activity of this
kind was at the Winterville High Schoal.

Agricultural service clubs had been organized in many
high schools in lowa, The members used & regular ritual
for their meetings, participated in judging contests and
took part in many community service activities. “Living to
Serve” was finding its place in vocational agriculiure.




In 1919 Henry Groseclose, who later became one of
the great FFA leaders, used his students at Buckingham
High School, Virginia, to make a survey of agricultural
practices and production on 100 neighboring farms.

Students at the Rich Square Schoal in Nerth Carclina
organized in 1920 to remodel an old barn to make a farm
shop for the school, an activity that became common in
later years as boys donated their labor te help build school
facilities which were hadly needed by expanding voca-
tional agriculture classes.

H. C. Groseciose
af Virginia, Hational
FFA Executive Sac-
retary and Wajional
FFA Treasurar 1828

o 1841

As the agricultural clubs increased in number they also
expanded their services io youth, the local community
and agriculture. Georgia reported in 1920-21, "The
work in Georgia has been significant in the following
lines: The teachers have organized a large number of
community falrs, one school has developed a coopera-
tive marketing association, another has placed 55 pigs for
a local bank on an endless chain plan.” These activities
were continued as popular features of local FFA pro-
grams.

Leaders in the Southern Region encouraged the ex-
pansion of activities by youth enrolled in vocational agr-
culture classes. At the 1921 Southern Regional Confer-
ence for Workers in Agricultural Education, project tours,
father and son banguets and contests were encouraged
to promote education and interest in agricultural educa-
tion. A regional livestock judging contest held in Movem-
ber 1921, had student participants from seven states.

As the youth organizations of vocational agriculture
students grew in numbers there was also a gradual devel-
opment of clear-cut objectives far these clubs, At first
these objectives varied widely. Teachers used them to
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promote interest in agriculture and to help develop the
vocational agriculture program. Social and recreational
activities were popular and it was soon learned that youth
could be given valuable leadership training through parti-
cipation in club activites which would help prepare them
1o take an active role in adult farm organizations, There
were also many opportunities for the members to take
part in cooperative activities.

Undoubtedly, the mavement received a boost because
mast farm boys, having chores to do at home, were un-
able to participate in many of the regular school sports
and other activities. By having an organization of their
own they could plan activities to fit their own needs and
schedules,

In 1922, L. D. Clements, vocational agriculture teach-
er at Beatrice, Nebraska, assisted the students in forming
the Junior Farmers Association and prepared the follow-
ing purposes for the club;

1. To develop rural leadership and citizenship.

2. Tobring together graduates and students of the

agriculture department,

3. To develop a spirit of cooperation among young

farmers.

4. To promote scientific and up to date agricultural

methods in the community,

5. To promaote athletics as a rural social activity,

6. To develop a more desirable social atitude among

rural people.

7. To spoansor the annual Gage County Fair,

8. To cooperate with adult farm arganizations and

civic clubs.

& report from New York by W. J. Weaver indicated
that young farmer clubs had been established in New
York in 1921 and that an Assodation of Young Farmers
Clubs of New York was formed in 1926 with the follow-
ing primary objectives:

1. To teach boys to work together.

2. To train leaders and followers.

3. To effect economic savings and develop service
attitudes,
4. To serve the soclal interests of farm boys.



5. Tocement interest in the agricultural department.
6. Tolead boys into farm arganizations,

It is interesting to note that many of the objectives of
the FFA are found in the twe lists of purposes presented
here.

A report from Delaware, made in 1926 by R. W
Heim, told of the promation of the organization of voca-
tional agriculture clubs “to foster increased interest in
farming and in related social activities."

The formation of state associations of vocational agri-
culture students was a logical outgrowth of strang local
clubs. Michigan and lllinois had developed effective state
associations before 1917, Many years before the FFA
was organized, [llinois was honoring outstanding students
of agriculture at state meetings by designating them Mas-
ter Farmers. Many other states began the formation of
state associations of clubs before the FFA started.

MNew Jersey, under the leadership of State Supervisor
H. O Sampsoen, established the Young Farmers Organi-
zation of New Jersey in 1923, The chief objectives of the
organization were:

1. To promote vocational agriculture in New Jdersey,

2. To train members for future participation in farmer’s

organizations,

3. To promate the social activities of the organization

at the annual meeting,

It Is intersting to note that a publication issued by the
New Jersey organization in 1924 was called The Future
Former, L. 5. Archibald, a teacher member of the orga-
nization's Advisory Committee, wrote in the first issue of
The Future Farmer:

“I have no doubt that other states will be copying and loak-
ing to Mew Jersey for a model from which their state orga-
nizations will be formed. Who can tell but that a nation-
wide organieatien may eventually be tormed and that the
president of it may be a New Jersey boy.”

Archibald's predictions came trise four years later when
the FFA was organized and Leslie Applegate from Mew
Jersey was elected as the first national president.

Students of vocational agriculture in Ohio became affil-
iated with a state organization called the Townsend Agri-
cultural Education Society.

Steady progress was being made in the development
of many strong local and state organizations for farm boys
who were studying vocational agriculture in high schools
under the provisions of the Smith-Hughes Act. These or-
ganizations gradually replaced the infarmal cooperation
that had existed.

Leshe Applegare of
New Jersey was
elected lirs] Ma-

tionai President af
the Futuie Farmars

of America n 1925,

> H, O Sampsan,
State Supervisor o
Vocational Agricut-
fure Educalion in
Hew Jarsey, was a
planeear in the allort
0 establish an orga-
nizalion 1gr voca-
tignal agriculiure
students
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The second Mational FFA Convention was hekd In the
Baltimare Hotel in 1929, Thirty-thrae states were
representied by 64 delegates




in the early yaars of the FFA an official banguet was held in the Ballimare Hotel When convention attendance outgrew the holed,
the banquet was movea (0 the Municipa! Auditorium. Today convention atiendance is too large for a banouet but the current
Qlficer/Dalagafe luncheon ks an oulgrowin of those early banguets

Development
of Judging
Contests

Livestock judging contests were popular events among
vacational agriculture classes even hefore vouth organiza-
tions were launched, Successful contests conducted by
local students stimulated interest in state contests, There
are records of state-wide judging contests for vocational
agriculture students in Alabama and Virginla in 1919,
and In North Carolina, Nebraska and New Mexico in
1920 These state-wide contests were conducted befare
most states had formed a state association of a youth
arganization

Judging contests proved so popular that a strong Three men responsitie for early leadership and
fE e
movement developed for national contests. The Interna- greywrins ol the FFA, all of ishom served 2a Nahinat A
: - 3 E 3 yigar, were De W T Spanton, 1941-1981, 0r.C H
tiona) Live Stock Show in Chicago established a non- Lane, 1828~1923. and John A, Linke, 1933-1944

collegiate judging contest in 1919, but not separate con-
tests for students in vocational agriculture

[r. C, H. Lane, formerly Chief of the U5, Agricultural
Education Service, told of attempts made to have na-
tional judging contests at the International Live Stock
Show in Chicago. In 1918 a committee composed of Dr
Lane, J. A. Linke, and C. V. Williams developed plans
for such contests but the officials of the Chicago show
would not approve the plans.

In 1925 a committee camposed of Dr. Lane, G, |
Christie, Director of the Extension Serviee in Indiana and
J. E. Hill, state supervisor of Agricultural Education In
lllinois, met with officials of the National Dairy Show and
obtained permission to hold a national dairy judging con-
test for students of vocational agriculture. The first Na-
tional Vocational Dairy Cattle Judging Contest was held

Judaging conests ware the cormmon slement thal

3 ! broughl vacational agriculiure students logaethar in
af the MNational Dairy Show at Indianapaolis, Indiana, Kansas Cliy where they formed the National FFA Or-

October 12, 1925. Seventeen states ware represented ganizaticn in 1828



At ane tme the Meats Judging Contest was held at the
Cudahy Packing Company In Kansas Clty

Trie Milk Jugging Comest used faciities of Chapman
Dairy n Kansas City

The MNalional Dairy Judging Contest in Waterion, lowa
gervad g5 the Maticnat Dalry Carlle Judging competh-
tion tar the FFA belore dairy catile waie oroughl 1o
the american FHoyal in Kansas City spacially for FRA
competition

I the T920's when vaoatianal agrlcliure stedants
litsl earma 1o Kansas City 1o participate 0 liveztock
judging, they larmed & loosely knit organization calleg
the Matlonal Congress ol Vocalional Agricuiture Slu-
genis. The Mationat FFA Qrganizathon formed in 1928
was an oulgrowth of the Mational Congrass.

O, ASars e gulicee Tl
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This was a dinner far members of official judging 1eams &t the Ballimore Hotel. The dinnar was hald during the third Nationat

Congress of Vocational Agriculisre Students in Kansas City

Dr, Lane said they were so pleased with the success of
the first National Dairy Cattle Judging Contest that the
committee decided to confer again with officlals of the In-
ternational show in Chicago in an effort to get a separate
livestock judging contest for vecational agriculture stu-
dents. Again their proposal was firmly rejected. Thisled
the committee to look for another show where the na-
tional livestock judging contests might be held

National Congress
of Vocational
Agriculture
Students

In May of 1926, Dr. Lane went to Kansas City, Mis-
sour, tor a conference with officials of the American
Royal Livestock and Horse Show concerning the possi-
bility of establishing national livestock judging contests in
connection with the American Boyal. He received a
warnm reception according to the report of the meeting:

“The officials of the Amencan Royal, the Chamber of
Commerce of Kansas City, Missourd, the Kansas Ciny Live-
stock Exchange, the Kansas City Stock Yards Company,
and the Kansas City Star are enthusiastic over the possi
bilities of our developing a natlonal vocational program al
the American Roval and have promised every means at
their disposal to make our efforts a great success.”

There was established in November of 1926 the first of

a long senes of the Mational Congress of Vocational Agri-

culture Students, forerunner of the national FFA con-
vention. The willingness of Kansas City to recognize vo-
cational agriculture students at the Raval in 1926, and

Puerio Rigg was involvad in the FFA almost from the
beginning. |n fhe 1930°s these Pugrig Rican state offl-
cargand thalr advisar paused far this phoba.

the wholehearted cooperation of its citizens and leaders
since thal fime is the main reason Kansas City, Missouri
continues to be the home of national FFA conventions.
The first Congress was an outstanding success. A total
of 1524 boys from 22 states registered. The program
lasted three days and included judging contests and tours
of packing plants and business establishments. The
Kansas City Star gave a banquet for the students, and
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Will Rogers appeared on the program. Kirby Tranberger,
Cecll Fry and Everett Jones of Ponca City, Oklahoma
wan a silver trophy for first place in judging.

A constitution and bylaws were adopted for the Cong-
ress. At the agricultural section of the American Voca-
tional Association, at Louisville, Kentucky, an official cap
for vocational agriculture students was adapted.

The annual National Congress at Kansas City was an
important event for vocational agriculture students, their
instructors and state leaders, Now It was possible to bring
together thousands of voung men who were interested in
agriculture, The judging activities were interesting and
educational and the visits to the Royal to see the live-
stock and to the slaughtering plants were exciting. These
annual meetings also became a valuable showease for vo-
cational agriculture. The Congress was planned and con-
ducted by adults for the students, The livestock industry
and leaders in business and industry shared in making
animals available for judging, in providing facilities
needed for the contests and in providing personnel to
help with the judging, awards and entertainment far the
students.

From the beginning FFA membersshowed
a kean intaregl in compelition to improve
ihamsaives as wall as fhe FEA. Hare
Heanry Groseciose, Maticnal FFA Execu-
tive Secrotary, presenied the Founders
Trophy 1o the Tennesses Association in
recognition of the association’' s aulstand-
ing FFA activities

FFA tlald trips, 5uch a5 this one 1o observe conservalion practices, hava always bean a nighlignt of FEA agtivities
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Vocationat agnouliure stugents davelop an
appreqiation [or 1he environment (hrough
1hatr studies in consefvation ang laresiry
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By the early '60's vocationd| agrculiure depariments ano FFA chapters funclioned in eviary state including Hawail and Puerio
Rice.
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The Future
Farmers of
Virginia

The movement to organize vocational agricultural stu-
dents was strong in many states. Names were being
adopted and programs were being planned. There was
need at that time for a name which would be acceptable
in the various states and which could bring unity to the
movemant. There was alsc a need for a constitution and
bylaws which might serve as a pattern for other states.

The influence of the Virginia organization was so great
that the state is frequently given credit for originating the
movement. The contribution made by Virginia was great
but it was not even the first state to have a state organiza-
tion,

Virginla's success and leadership in the development of

FFA may be attributed to three things: First, the time was
ripe for the development of state organizations of voca-
tional agriculture students. Second, the constitution and

ritual developed there were so outstanding that they were

used for a pattern in other states. Finally, the happy
choice of the name Future Farmers was immediately
acceptable over much of the nation.

The term Future Farmers had been used in New Jer-
sey, Wyoming and perhaps in other states, but Virginia
was the first to use it in the name of their state organiza-
tion. Henry C. Groseclose generally is credited with sug-
gesting its use. A history of the FFA in Virginia, pub-
lished in 1943, states:

"One hot day in Septernber, 1925, Walter 5, Newman,
state supervisor of agricultural education, sat at a table in
the teacher training department at Blacksburg talking to
three members of the staff. What be was saying was very
much like this: ‘In my opinion the farm boys of Virginia,
who are enrclled in vocational agriculture, are equal to any
other group of boys in the state. But somehow the boys
themselves seem to have a feeling of inferiority. Especially
is this true when the farm boy goes to the city and has to
compete with his city cousin.”

* ‘This condition should not exist. | believe that a strang
organization of our boys In agriculture would help them wo
avercome this handicap_ Let's form an arganization that
will give them a greater opportunity for self expression and
for the development of leadership. In this way they will de-

velop confidence in their own ability and pride in the fact
that they are farm boys

“This occasion was an impartant one in the develop.
ment of the FFA. Today those whao visit the depariment of
agricultural education (at Virginla Polytechnic Institute] will
see the table at which this discussion took place. |t bears a
brass plate carrying the following inseription:

" "t this table in September. 1925, it was determined
that boys studying agriculture should have thelr own or-
ganization—now the FFA. Present: Walter 5. Newman,
Edmund C. Magill, H W. Sanders and Henry C. Grose.
close.’

"But what should we call the new organization? Mo one
seemed 1o have the answer until Henry C. Groseclose
came forward with this happy solution: 'lt will be the FFWV—
Future Farmars of Virginia." For generations the letters FFY
represented the 'First Families of Virginia, " But Wathington
was first, last and all the time a farmer The same was true
of Jeflerson and other members of Virginia's ‘first families.’
Mow the letters took on a new significance and farm boys
as well as their parents and friends were prompt and enthu-
siastic in thelr acceptance.

"By commaon consent, Groseclose was assigned the task
of drawing up a consfitution and bylaws for the new orga-
nization, But New Year's Day, 1926, found him ill and his
work came to a tempaorary standsitll. However, Newman
presented the idea of a state organization to the 500 boys in
attendance at the annual rally at the Virginia Polytechnic
Institute in April of the same year, They were enthusiastic
in their approval, With a long period of convalescence at
hand, Groseclose was once more able to direct his atten-
tlon to the task that had been assigned 1o him.

“On June 14, 1926, his job was finished and there was
mailed 1o every instructor a copy of ‘The Praposed Consti-
tufiom and Bylaws for a Boys' Organization of Vocational
Agriculture Students in Virginia.' In performing this serv-
ice, {iroseciose not only made an autstanding contribution
to the Virginia organization, but provided the basis for the
national organization as weil.”

The Virginia FFA history relates that boys and their
teachers throughout the state gave hearty approval to the
idea of the FFV. Finishing touches on the plans for the or-
ganization were completed in the summer of 1926, and a
goal was set for a local chapter in every vocational agri-
culture department in the state.

Clarifying the places of Newman and Groseclose in the
development, the Virginia publication says:

“Mewman originated the idea of a state organization and

convinced his fellow warkers as well as the boys of its place
and need; once the idea was accepted, he worked un-



Inihe middle *920's lour men. Wallar 5
Mewman, Edward C. Magill, H. W.
Sandars and Henry C. Groseciose 231
arpund & table in tha Depariment of Agr-
culiural Education at Virginia Polytechnic
Irstifule discussing 2n arganization tar
swdenis of vecational agriculture, Their
discussians led 10 the larmanan af 1he
Future Farmers ol Vieginia, afler which
ing National Qrganizetion of the Fulura
Farmera of Amerlca was patterned.
[Newman and 3anders posed for this
photeat VPLIn 1977 )

ceasingly to attain the goal of a chapter with a strang pro-
gram In every department of vocational agricalture; more
than anyane else he was responsible for guiding the state
assoclation to financlal iIndependeanice: he ably presented
the Virginia program to others, first in the sauthern reglon
and then to representatives from other states.

"Groseclose originated the name; produced the consti-
tution and bylaws which, with some minor revislons, were
accepted by both the state and national organization; he
gave the idea of progressive membershlp based on achleve.
ment and the names of the degrees; developed the em-
blem, the key, and the seal which was almest identical with
that of today with the exception of the cross-section of an
ear of corn.”

State and
Regional
Action

Dr. C. H. Lane, Chief of the Agricultural Education
Saervice of the Federal Board for Vacational Education,
and the Regional Agents of that Service helped pramote
the development of student organizations in vocational
agriculture during their visits to the states and at regional
conferences and other meetings.

At the Morth Atlantic Regional Conference for super-
visors and teacher trainers held in Bronzville, New York,
February 14, 1927, reference was made to the progress
of youth organizations in vocational agriculture in Vir-
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ginia, Ohio and New Jersey. In his extensive report on
“Young Farmer Clubs." W. J. Weaver of New York said-

“We feel that our state aseociation has a place but anly s i
can render service and cantribute to the building up of local
clubs. Similarly, the sponsoring of a national asseciation
might be a worthy move.”

At the 1927 conference of vocational agriculture super-
visors and teacher trainers in the Southern States, held in
San Antonio, Texas, March 28 to April 2, a committee
that included T, E. Brown of North Carclina as chair-
man, W. 5. Newman of Virginia, and J. T. Wheeler of
Georgta, submitted the following resolution which was
passed by the group assermnbled:

“Whereas, it appears from the experlence of the several
states that the community interesis of members of all-day,
day-unit and part-time classes can be greatly advanced and
solidified through intercourse growing out of organized
effort,

“Be it therefore resolved: 1. That the states of the South-
ern Reglon encourage the organization of members of all-
day, day-unit and part-time boys for our vecational agri-
cultural classes into appropriaie growps for directing com-
munity effort.

“2. That such local organizations be known as Future
Farmers of the state in which the organization is located:
for example, Future Farmers of Virginia

“3. That each of the states develop a state organization
of Future Farmers, looking forward to regional or national
federation.

“Be it therefore resolved, that the action of the Southern
Regien in this connection be brought to the attention of
other conferences.”

During 1927 many states followed the leadership of
the regional conferences and organized state associations
of their youth organizations in vocational agriculture
Many of these associations were called Future Farmers.

A survey by Henry Groseclose of Virginia in the sum-
mer of 1927 showed that state-wide young farmer orga-
nizations were already in operation |n 12 states: Arkan-
sas, California, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina,
Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vir-
ginta and Wyoming. These organizations were in varying
degrees of development but all were state-wide in scope.
In addition many local departments of vocational agricul-
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ture had clubs in operation. Fifteen states reportad that
they had such clubs.

In 1928 the Future Farmers of Tennessee, under the
leadership of their State Supervisor, D. M. Clements, be-
gan work on what probably was the first state Future
Farmer camp. Local chapters raised money, some gifts
were received, and the legislature authorized the use of
state funds for develepment and maintenance. The camp
was appropriately named Camp Clements.

In 1928 the New York organization reported that 40
schools had Young Farmer clubs in operation with a
membership of 1250 boys; that two general meetings
had been held during the year; that a publication en-
titled the New York Times had been started; and that a
public speaking contest was in operation.

At the Morth Atlantic Regional Conference held In
Boston, February 22-25 1928, A. P. Williams. Regional
Agent, reported on the progress of student organizations
in Ohio and New York,

The 1928 Southern Regional Conference was an his-
toric one. Meeting at Memphis, Tennessee, in March, the
Southerners heard an exhaustive report presented by a
committee including Groseclose as chairman; R. B.
Smith of Arkansas and G. E. Freeman of Tennessee.

The report recommended uniform action among the
states ol the Southern Region in establishing Future
Farmer organizations. It asked for a federation of Future
Farmers organizations for the region. to be called “The
Future Farmers of Dixie," and made the further recom-
mendation that if a national organization was established
the regional name should be dropped in preference for
the name of the national organization.

The Southern report, following the Virglnia pattern,
asked that membership in the organization be confined to
students of vocational agriculture and that membership
be voluntary. Uniform grades of membership were estab-
lished by the Federation. The recommended grades of
membership, in order, were Greenhand, Farmer and a
third, determined the following year, was "State Planter”
and "'Dixie Planter.™

Grades of membership in the “Future Farmers of
Dixie" would be based on attainment, and a limitation
would be set on the number who could attain the highest
degree. Greenhands would wear a bronze pin and a dis-

tinctive design would be developed for the “Dixie
Planters "

The owl, the plow and the rising sun, were the basis
for the insignia. The committee recommended that a
convention of the Future Farmers of Dixie be held in the
Southern Region in 1929,

The Future Farmers of Dixie was not organized be-
cause of the strong movement which was underway to
develop a national organization.

The 1928 North Central Regional Conference met
shortly after the Southern Region at Des Moines, lowa,
March 26-30, and gave careful consideration to voca-
tional agriculture student organizations. After reports by
V. E. Kivlin of Wisconsin, J. B. McClelland of Ohio and
P. W. Danielson of South Dakota, recommendations
were adopted that the Federal Board for Vocational Edu-
catlon copyright the name Future Farmers, that a na-
tional insignia be adopted and that action be taken that
would bring about speedy adoption of a national organi-
zation of Future Farmers.

The purposes suggested for the crganization were:

. More intelligent choice of agricultural cocupations
. Achlevement In agriculture
. Murturing a love of country life
Thrift
.. Cooperation
. Recreation
Scholarship
Improving the leadership ability of rural boys

FL few weeks later, during the Pacific Regional Con-
ference at Denver, Colorado, April 30 to May 5, Dr. C
H. Lane, Chief of the Agricultural Education Service of
the Federal Board for Vocational Education, and Dr.

W. T. Spanton, Regional Agent, encouraged the devel-
opment of the FFA. Both Lane and Spanton were later
to become national advisors of the FFA.

In Dr. Lane's address to the conference he listed eleven
purposes that student organizations should achieve, a list
very close to the Aim and Purposes that were adopted
officially by the FFA. “Steps will be taken shortly,” Dr
Lane said, "looking to a national organization of Future
Farmers of America. The whole movement is based upon
achievemnent on the part of the individual vocational
boy."
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Addressing the conference, Dr. Spanton said;

*“J cannot too heartly endorse the student organization
idea. . . | believe that the constitution, bylaws and so forth,
and general plans for the organization should, If possible,
be similar enough so that the variouws state associations can
some day, if found desirable, unite into one strong nation-
wide organization, which might hold its annual meeting in
Kansas City in connectlon with the Nafional Congress of
Vocational Agricultural Students.

“Personally, | have been most impressed with the const-
tution, bylaws, admission requirements, and zo forth, of
the Association in the state of Virginia, known as the FF\'s,
or Future Farmers of Virginia. The name Future Farmer is
catchy and appropriate, and if a strong national organiza-
Heon could be established, what would be a more appropri-
ate name than FFA, or Future Farmers of Amardca®

The conference named a committee to study the stu-
dent organization guestion, composed of W. A. Rass of
Wyoming, chairman, J. A. McPhee of California, L. [
Klemmedson of Arizona and Dr. Lane. The committee
recornmended:

“The Chief of the Agricultural Education Service of the
Federal Board for Vocational Education proceed with
drawing up of a constitution and bylaws for 2 national orga-
nization of vacational agriculture students using the name
of the Future Farmers of America, or other appropriate
name, with a state chapter in each state, and with a [ocal
unitin each vocational agriculture department.”

The committee also recommended that national col-
ors, slogan and emblems be adopted and copyrighted.

The Formation
of the Future
Farmers of
America

By the spring of 1928, the goal of a great national
organization of students of vocational agriculture wasin
sight. Teachers, teacher educators and supervisors of
vocational agriculture were aware of the value of such
an organization. From all four of the administrative re-
gions had come definite proposals concerning the type
and kind of student organization that should be devel-
oped. In each instance these recommendations sup-
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ported the idea of building on the pioneer work done by a
number of states in the development of a national argani-
zation of, by and for students of vocational agriculture, to
be known as the Future Farmers of America,

In line with suggestions from the states, a temporary
constitution for the Future Farmers of America organiza-
tion, patterned closely after that of the Future Farmers of
Virginia, was drafted by members of the Agricultural Edu-
cation Service of the Federal Board for Vocational Edu-
cation in Washingten, D.C., during the summer of
1928. Those who had a part in this undertaking were,
Dr. Lane and the following agents for agricultural educa-
tion; R. D. Maltby, &. P. Williams, W. T. Spanton and
H. O. Sargent. Newman and Groseclose of Virginia were
called in from time to time to assist in the work. Letters of
incorporation were drawn up and the Future Farmers of
America received a charter under the corporate laws of
Wirginia, dated September &, 1928. The Board of Incor-
porators were listed as C. H. Lane, J. A. Linke, H., O.
Sargent, A. P, Williams, W. T. Spanton and R. D,
Maltby, all of Washington, W, 8. Newman and Henry C.
Groseclose of Virginia, and H. ©. Sampson of New Jer-
sey.

In the fall of 1928, the tentative constitution was sent to
the states, together with an explanation of the procedure
to be followed by a state in becoming affiliated with the
FFA, and a call was issued for the first national conven-
tion of the Future Farmers of America.

The first national convention of the FFA was held at
the Baltimore Hotel in Kansas City, Missouri, on Novem-
ber 20, 1928 in conjunction with the American Royal
Livestock Show and the Mational Congress of Vocational
Agriculture Students. Eighteen states were represented
by 33 official delegates, as follows: Arkansas, Arizona,
California, Colorado, ldaho, lowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Mebraska, North Dakota, New Jersey, Chio, Oklahoma,
Oregon, South Carolina, Utah, Virginia and Wisconsin,

The constitution was adopted and Leslie Applegate of
New Jersey was named the first president of the national
FFA organtzation. Dr. Lane was elected the first national
advisor, and Henry C. Groseclose the executive secre-
tary-treasurer, Suggested programs of work for local
chapters, state associations and the national organization
were formulated. National dues were set at 10 cents per
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membaer per year. Ten members were elected 1o the
American Farmer degree. Plans were made for the prep-
aration of an FFA handbook. At that time the organiza-
tion was $191 in debt, the anly time its receipts have
been less than expenses incurred with the exception of
the construction of facilities for the national FFA centey.
The delegates passed a resolution endorsing the
George-Menges-Reed Bill then pending in Congress (1o

increase fedetal funds for vocational education), This was
the first and last time that the FFA convention was used
in an attempt to influence legislation.

Early In 1929 the Weekly Kansas City Stor, through
W A, Cochel, Managing Editor of the Konsas City Star,
announced that it would offer a 1,000 prize to the FFA
member whaose achievements in farming and {eadership
was most outstanding in the nation. The award winner

Tnese vacaponal agriculiure siudents ware {he lirst recimignts of ime American Farmar Degree awardad a1 the 1828 Naiignal
FrAConvanton,
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would be known as the Star Farmer of America. Other
prizes of $100 each were to be awarded on state and re-
gional levels.

The Star Farmer of America award was destined to be.
come the nation’s best known award for a farm boy. lis
sponsorship was continued for 20 years by the Kansas
City Star until 1949 when, at the request of the FFA
organization, it was tumed over to the FFA Foundation.

At this same time a National Chapter Contest was
launched and the Farm Journal magazine agreed to
sponsor the contest.

In 1929 an attempt was made to have the Future
Farmers of America chartered by Congress. After passing
the Senate and being approved by the House Committee
on Education, the bill bogged down and did not come up
for vote in the House of Representatives. It was not until
1950 when Public Law 740, 81st Congress, was passed
that FFA received a Federal Charter. The Star Farmer of America was one of the first

The first official manual of the organization was written awards created by the National Organization. For
E many years (ne award was pre sanled by the Kansas
in 1929, It was first mimecgraphed and then issued as a City Star
printed pamphlet.

At the second convention in Movember 1929, 33
states were represented by 64 delegates. However, 35
state associations with approximately 1500 chapters
and 30,000 members had actually affiliated with the na-
tional organization during the year. Twenty-nine Ameri-
can Farmers were elected. and Carlton Patton of
Waooster, Arkansas, was named the first Star Farmer of
America. The first Honorary American Farmer degrees
were awarded to Groseclose and Newman of Virginia.

Sampson of New Jersey and 1o Dr. Lane

A budget of 34, 100 was approved, including $2480 to
pay half-time salaries of the executive secretary and his
stenographer

The Future Farmers of America continued o ex-
pand during its second vear of operation. Atthe end of
that year 41 states reported 40,064 members and three
additional states applied for charters. The third conven-
tion was attended by 1,900 persons. There was a grow-
ing public interest in the organization and major improve-
ments in the organizational and administrative structure.
The FFA was becoming a sirong. popular organization
and many significant accomplishments were being made.




Significant Accomplishments

The creation of the FFA by vocational agriculture stu-
dents, teachers of vocational agriculture, state and na-
tional leaders was a major achievement. From the be-
ginning improvements were made in the organization
and there were many constructive changes made in the
program. The FFA has always been conducted as an in-
tegral part of the vacational agriculture program. Teach-
ers have always devoted official time, both in and out of
the classroom, to assist in the operation of the FFA. They
have also accepted responsibility for the program. The
FFA program has always been influenced by the changes
made in national and state leglslation and by policies of €. H. Lane: National o Uik Hmticm
the Federal Board for Vocational Education and later by FFA Advisnr, 1928- Advienr 1933-41,
the 1.5, Office of Education. 33

Administrative
Direction and
Supervision

At the time of the formation of the FFA much thought
and attention had been given to the program and activi-
ties of the FFA organization but not enough study had
been devoted to the administration and supervision of
local chapters, state associations and the national organi-

Dr. W, T, Spantan, Dr. AW, Tenney,
zation. A new national constitution had been adopted Mational Advisor, Mational Advisar
which did not contaln a definite plan for the administra- 194181 1961-65; National

Executive Sacra-

tion and supervision of the organization. A plan had not (ary. 194757

been prepared and policies had not been determined by
1929 for the election of local, state and national advisors.
Members could elect anyone they desired to serve in
these positions. The state supervisors at the convention
requested the national FFA officers to appoint a commit-
tee of adults to study the problem of administration. A
committee was appointed which requested the Federal
Board for Vocational Education to clarify the administra-
tion of the FFA. This was done with the assistance of the
Comptroller General of the United States. (For a detailed
report please see the chapler on Administration.)

3

The ruling by the Federal Board for Vocational Educa- H.C. Groseclosa, H. N Hunsicker
tion and the apinion of J. K. McCarl, Comptroller Gener- National Executive Mational Advisor,
| of the United Stat d as the legal foundation i S St 1965
al of the United States, served as the legal foundation for 30: National Trea-

the operation of the Future Farmers of America under the surer, 192841
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W, A. Ross,
Mational Execunve
Sacratary, 1935-43

C. Cotemarn Harris.
Matianal Exaculive
Secretary, 1977-

A. E Bass, Mational
Treasurer, 1957-
&1

Wm Paul Gray,
Mational Execullve
Secretary, 1557-
76

. =)

L

B J. Howard,
Mational Treasurer,
1841-57

J. M. Campheil,
Mational Treasurar
1867-
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Smith-Hughes Act until this problem was further clarified
by Congress in 1950 when it granted a Federal Charter
to the FFA. (Public Law 740, 81st Congress .}

Originally, the national advisor and executive scere-
tary-treasurer were ¢lected annually by the delegates. In
order to pravide a national headquarters in the Agricul-
tural Education Service of the Federal Board for Voca-
tional Education, the constitution was amended to speci-
fy that the national advisor should be the Chief of the
Agricultural Education Service and that the executive
secretary should be a member of that staff. The separate
job of treasurer was added, The Board of Trustees was
made to include the six national youth officers, the ad-
visor, the executive secretary and treasurer.

W. A. Ross from Wyoming was employed by the Agri-
cultural Education Serviee in 1929 and was named exec-
utive secretary, with Dr. Lane continuing as advisor and
Groseclose as treasurer

Another significant change was made in the bylaws.,
providing for an Advisory Council of four state super-
visors, one from each of the four Administrative regions.
[See page 91.) Chaired by the national advisor, the Advi-
sory Council had the power of approval of the actions of
the Board of Trustees and delegates. Members of the first
Advisory Council, elected in the spring of 1931, were
J. A, Guitteau of Washington, E. E. Gallup of Michigan,
0. M. Clements of Tennessee and W. J. Weaver of New
York,

The changes accomplished three things: First, they
provided a definite tie between FFA and vocational agri-
culture on the national level. Second, they provided
closer adult gquidance and supervision. And, third, they
brought representation from the states into the Advisory
Council which would have an important part in establish-
ing organizational policies.
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MNational Administrative Personnel

National Advisors

1928-33

1933-41

1941-61

1961-65

1965-

C. H. Lane, Chief, Agricultural Education
Service, Federal Board for Vocational Educa-
tion, Washington, D.C.

J. A, Linke, Chief, Agricultural Education
Service, U.S. Office of Education, Washing-
tan, D.C.

W. T. Spanton, Chief, Agricultural Education
Service, U.5, Office of Education, Washing-
ton, D.C.

A, W Tenney, Chief, Agricultural Education
Branch, U.S. Office of Education, Washing-
ten, D.C.

H. N. Hunsicker, Chief, Agricultural Educa-
tion, U.5. Office of Education, Washingten,
D.C.

National Executive Secretaries

1928-30

1930-43

1943

Henry «© Traseclose, Professor; Agricultural
Education, /irginia Polytechnic Institute,
Black:burg, Virginia.

W. A Ross, Agricultural Education Service,
Federal Board for Vocational Education and
fater U.S. Office of Education, Washington,
D.C

Stuart Huslander, Agricultural Education
Service, U5, Office of Education, Washing-
tan, D.C.

1943-57

1957-76

1977-

AW, Tenney, Agricultural Education Serv-
ice, U.S. Office of Education, Washington,
0.C.

Wm. Paul Gray, Agricultural Education Sery-
ice, U.5. Uffice of Education, Washington,
D.C.

Coleman Harris, Agricultural Education
Service, U.5. Office of Education, Washing-
ton, DnLC.

Mational Treasurers

1928-41

1941-57

1957-61

1961-

Henry C. Groseclose, Professar, Agricultural
Education, Virginia Polytechnic Institute,
Blacksburag, Virginia,

Dowell J. Howard, Assistant State Super-
visor, later State Supervisor, Agricultural
Education, and later State Superintendent of
Public Instruction in Virginia, Richmond, Vir-
qinia

R. Edward Bass, State Supervisor, Agricul-
tural Education, later State Director of Vo-
cational Education in Virginia, State Depart-
ment of Education, Richmond, Virginia.

Julian M. Campbell, State Supervisor. Agri-
cultural Education, State Department of Edu-
catien, Richmond, Virginia,




Development
of the FFA
Emblem

About two years before the FFA was organized, a
movement was started to secure an emblem for voca-
tional agriculture. Sentiment favoring the idea was evi-
dent in all iour administrative regions and the matter was
discussed in sectional meetings of the American Voca-
tional Association and in the regional conferences, An
American Vocational Association committee headed by
J. A. Linke, then agent for the North Central Region,
was appointed. The work of this and other committees
resulted in the formulation of an emblem which evolved
into the present emblem of the Future Farmers of Ameri-
ca. The emblem is made up of five symbols: the owl, the
plow and the rising sun, within the cross section of an ear
of corn, which is surmounted by the American esagle. On
the face of the emblem are the words, “Vocational Agrl-
culture,” and the letters, "FFA." The owl Is symbelic of
wisdom and knowledge; the plow is the symbol of labor
and tillage of the soil; the rising sun is emblematic of prog-
ress and the new day that will dawn when all farmers are
trained and have leamed to cooperate; the cross section
of an ear of corn represents common agricultural In-
terests since com is native to America and grown in every
state; and the eagle is indicative of the national scope of
the organization,

In 1955 the National Board of Directors, which re-
placed the Advisory Council in 1950, acting upon the
recommendations of the National Board of Student Offi-

cers and the national convention delegates, was assigned
the responsibility for establishing policies governing the
use of the FFA name and emblem

The emblem and the letters “FFA" are protected by
trademark reaistration, in the U_S. Patent Office, and by
Public Law 740, 81st Congress. Official policies regard-
ing the use and authorization for use of the name and
emblem of the FFA are included in the official FFA
Manual

One of the first jackets intreduced at 1he Natlonal
Canvantion was brought to Kanzas City by Gus Lint-
ner, Vocatlanal Agricullure Inatructor al Frederick-
1own, Ohla, Early versians of the FRA emblem did rot
Include the eagle.
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Motto,
Colors

and
Creed

The motto, suggested by Dr. C. H. Lane, and adopted
by the FFA was:

Learning to do
Doina to learn
Earning to live
Living to serve

The colors Carn Gold and National Blue were selected
as the official colors for the arganization by the delegates
at the national FFA convention,

Two FFA ereeds had been used unofficially and the
one printed in the first FEA manual is entirely different
from the official one used today. Delegates at the 1930
national convention cleared the situation by voting to
adopt the creed that had been written by E. M. Tiffany,
Teacher Educator In Agricultural Education at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, and first presented in 1928, Over
the years minor modifications have been made in the
creed as vocational agriculture and the FFA have
changed.

E. M. Tiffany, Wisconsin
leacher educator, Was
author af tha FFA Creed.

This chamer created its own station markers fram
FEA emblams.

%

P
David Boyne, 1853-54 National FFA
Pragident. accepts a podium constrocted
ol many species of Virginia woad. 1| was
presenied by Bruce Robertaon, Advisor
of the Rocky Gap, Yirginia, FFA Chapter
which constructed the podlum, which is
still used at the Mational FFA Convention,



Adoption of
Official

Uniform

For many years before the FFA was launched there
was interest in having vocational agricultural student
groups wear something so they could be readily identi-
fied. In compliance with that desire an offizial cap for vo-
cational agriculture students throughout the United States
was adopted by the Agricultural Section of the American
Vocational Association in 1927,

The adoption of the official colors, corn gold and na-
tianal blue, was anather step toward the approval of an
official dress uniform. The delegates to the 1930 conven-
tion adopted an official dress uniform, consisting of a
dark blue shirt, blue or white trousers, blue cap and yel-
low tie. This was used as the official dress uniferm until
1933 when delegates to the national convention voted to
drop the blue shirt, trausers, and tie dress uniform and to
substitute for it an official jacket of blue corduray, Thus
the FFA blue jacket came into being. A company that
manufactured uniforms sent a salesman to the conven-
tion with a sample corduroy jacket but sold anly one
jacket, Gus Lintner, advisor of the Van Wert, Ohio, FFA
chapter, had a few jackets made with a big FFA emblem
embroldered on the back, by the Universal Uniform
Company. The jacket was not widely used for a number
of years.

The appearance of the Utah State FFA Band, dressed
in blue jackets and white trousers, at the 1934 national
FFA convention gave a big boost to the sale and use of
the blue jacket.

Although ths FFA
jacket lirst appearad in
{he early 1930's || was
not untll the fate 40's
and "50°s thal the

FFA jacket becama the
camman uniform for
membears. This partici-
pant In a Farm Black:
smithing Coniesl in
1836 found tha! ovar:
alis were [he most
praciical dress for \he
pecasion

R A, | e B :

Membars of the Frederickiown FRA Chapter cames 1o
the convention dressed in jackets embroidered on the
back by the Universal Uniform Company of Van Wery,
Ohig. It was the lorerunner of 1aday’s blue and gold
corduray jacket slill produced oy the Universal Une-
ferm Company,
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Campaign hats and FFA necktie lllustrate early
FFA wearing apparal

Twealve years later Johnny Bowman af Aurcra, Mis-
sowrl, pul on the two millionin FFA jacket assisted
by National FEA President Bobby Tucker at the 1976

Im 1954 Eddie Wiedasstain of Audubon, lowa, was
Mational FFA Canventian

orasaniad the one mitionih FEA jacket



Public
Speaking and
Chapter
Contests

The national FFA public speaking contest was started
in 1930 as an event of the third national convention_ It
was designed to encourage members to study and speak
on current farm problems. The contest was sponsored for
two vears by Senator Arthur Capper of Kansas, This con-
test was the forerunner of the national FFA public speak-
ing contest that is now sponsored by the FFA Founda-
tion. The first national contest, held at Kansas City, was
broadcast over the CBS radia network, The contest
winner was Edward Drace, a member of the Keytesville,
Missourl FFA Chapter.

Since the activities and accomplishments of the |ocal
FFA chapter are basic to the state associations and na-
tional organization those who launched the organization
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in 1928 took steps Lo stimulate continuous improvement
in the work of the local chapters by starting a stata associ-
ation contest In 1929 Virginla was the first winner in this
contest. The chapter award cantest winner that year was
the Danville FFA Chapter of Danville, Arkansas. The
contest was sponsored for two years by Farm Journal
magazine, and then by the FFA until it was included In
the program of the National FFA Foundation, The na-
tional chapter contest has been medified so that the wark
of local chapters may receive recognition according to
their annual achievement. Awards of superior, at the
state level, and gold, silver and bronze at the national
level are available for participating ehapters.

A majar resparsbiily of Matona | Otlicers has always Basn 1o mesl with government and business [saders fn 1945 the Natlana!
Cficers ware honored by @ speceal luncheon hosied by Semator Ebmer Thomas of Oklahoma (seatad nght) The guests included
Vice President Harry §, Truman (secand from |2ft), &nd Secrefary of Agrieuliure Claude Wickagrg (inird {rom lgith
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Edward Drace, of Keylasville, Migsoun, was the

winner ol the first Natlonal FFA Public Speaking Con-

towt hald in 1930 The 5500 prize far lirst place was
provided by Senator Arthur Cappeor of Kansas. L. B
Craskmare (Hahl) was his vecatlonal agriculiure
instrucior and FFA advigor

Tna Deer Lodge, Montara, FFA Chapter was one of
the outstanding chapinrs in (he aaely years of the
FFEA. 11 won the National Chapier Contest in 1932

The Natignal FFA Band in concert & ihg Natonal
Canvenlon

The FEA has always mainiained cinse contact with
tarmer cooparalives. In 1947 National Qificers and
ihalr leaders werg 1he guests of ihe Amarican ingl-
tute of Copparation at a dinner ghvan in thelr honar



State
Association
Awards

The delegates to the 1929 national FEA convention
approved achievement awards for state FFA associations
starting in 1930. Leaders of the FFA realized that strong
chartered slate associations were absolutely essential.
They stimulate, guide and inspire the work of both indi-
vidual members and local chapters, and provide strang
connecting links in the structure of the national organiza-
tion, The reports submitted by the various associations
wiere used as a basis for selecting winners. This contest,
which was won the first year by the Virginia association,
was discontinued after a few years. The Mational Grange
provided financial support for this contest.

Manual and
Convention
Proceedings

The manual, which was first suggested by delegates at
the 1929 Convention has been expanded and improved
through the years. At the 1930 National Convention the
report of the Executive Secretary stated that “The manu-
al of the Future Farmers of America has been made up as
requested . . . It has been published by the Farm Journal
Press of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Four thousand
gight hundred seventeen coples have been sold.” The
manual contains essential information concerning the
operation of the national organization. state associations
and local chapters. Over the years the manual has been
expanded by the Inclusion of the national constitution
and bylaws, sample state association and local chapter
constitutions, ceremonles for meetings and degrees,
guides for parliamentary procedure and other basic in-
formation for members.

After the first national FFA convention there was a de-
mand for information about the proceedings of the con:
vention, Printed proceedings were first made of the 1931
national convention. Plans were also made at that time
to publish a directory of all affiliated state associations
and chapters. As chapters increased rapidly in number
this responsibility was assigned to the state associations,

The Jies) Manual was printed in 1930 with & grant lrem
Faim Journal Press ol Philageiphia. Pennsyivania
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The Utah FFA Band which agpeared a1 the Mational Comventionin 1934 was ang of the first to be drassed in he oificial FFA
|ackel and while trousars.

FFA Bands,
Choruses
and Music

The delegatas to the 1930 national convention voted
to sponsor a contest, offering $150 for the best FFA song
submitted at the next convention, The "FFA March”
composad by Capt. Willlam J, Stannard, of the U.S,
Army Band, was adopted as the official march, At the
1931 pativnal convention a song titled, “Hail the FFA,"
submitted by Bertha A Kleinman and Ralph Sarager of
Arizona, was selected winner of the 5150 prize offered
the previous year,

String band and vecal music became popular enter-
tainment features at local chapter meetings, state and na-
tional conventions, and on radio broadeasts,

Texas brought the first state FFA brass band to the na-
tional convention in 1932. A state FFA band was orga-
nized in Michigan and gave a concert during the Century
of Progress Exposition in Chicago, 1933-34. The first
state FFA band to wear the official FFA uniform at a na-
tional convention was the Utah band which appeared in



1934, At the tenth anniversary national convention state
FFA bands were present from Missouri, Texas and Utah.
Through the years many state FFA bands appeared at the
national convention, Representatives of the smaller states
that could not provide a state band for the national con-
vention said they weould like to have representativesina
national band. This led to the organization of the first na-
tional FFA band, made up of 120 FFA members from all
sections of the United States, and directed by Dr. Henry
5. Brunner, Head of the Deparntment of Agricultural
Education, Pennsylvania State University, The band was
frequently called the "Mail Order Band." because it was
erganized by mail. This popular band appeared first at the
1947 national FFA convention, and became an annual

|
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feature for succeeding national FFA conventions, Others
who later served as director of this band were Cedric
Anderson of Cedar Rapids High School, Cedar Rapids,
lowa and Roger Heath. Band Director at VP in Blacks-
burg. Virginia.

& number of state FFA choruses provided entertain-
ment at the national FEA convention, The success of the
national FFA band set the pattern for the organization of
a national FFA chorus In 1948, which was directed by
Dr. James Hatch, State Department of Education in
Mew Yeark. Others who directed the national FFA charus
were [. 5. Glover, teacher of Vocational Agriculture,
Sylvester, Georgia and Marvin Mevers of Purdue Uni-
versity, Lafayette. Indiana.

Balare (he Mational FEA Band was organized state bands periormed al ihe Mavonal Convention, In 1937 the Bissoun FRA Band
was one of Inree bands (hat perlormed far convention pariicipanis. The band wes fealured on a natlonal redic program and
participated in he American Roval Parades
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im 1539 the Penngylvana FFA Band (raveled 1o Kansas City

In 1847 tha tirst National FFA Band was organized. It quickly sarned the nickname of **Mail Order Band'” because panicipants

we'e sgleciod from avary s1ate using applications sent in the mall 1o the band director.



Af the elevenih National FFA Convention this Solomon, Kansas, Fulure Farmer orchesira made up entirely of mambers lrom a
single chapler entertained bangus! patticipants: In those days a highlight of the convantion was & largé banguel for all partlak
pants. Itwas held on the main floo: al the Munlcipal Auditorium

In 1249 the Matlonal FFA Band and Chorus was made up of FFA members from avery state

This was the Malonal FFA Band In 1875, Directed by Roger Meath, Direclar of (ke Virginia Tech Bards, the Natlonal FFA
Band is composed of 115 membars regresenting some ¢l the top FFA musicians in every slate of the natien
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The lagt Matlonal Chosus ol the New Farmars of Amarica (NFA) was brought 1o ihe Natlonal FFA Conventlon at the fime NFA
mdmdars became patl of the FRA. Under the gireclicn ol | S Glover of Sylvesier, Gaorgia, they iecelved a long standing ovalion
altet thalr firg] concar parformance.

| & Glowed, lotmer NFA Chorus Diresioy Since 19687, Marvin Myars, ralired mambar of
otved os-drecior of the National FRA Chones the Furdue University Musical Organization at
ot twiesyearg aller the two organizations West Latayeiie, Ind,, hasbeen director of the

Mg Wational FFA Chorus



Traditionally the
Matlonal FFA Band
has led the Amare-
can Reyal Parade
thraugh the strasis
ol Karsas City sig-
naling the end of the
Matianal FFA Con-
venlion and the
opening of ha
American Rayal
Livegiock and
Horse Show. The
parzde an Salurday
marning is tha las;
perlormance of Lhe
Masionail FF& Band

The constilutional change allowing girs 1o become mambers of (ha Fulure Farmees of Amerlca in 1968 changed the sound ot the
Mational FF& Charue. Today the Chorus is @ mix of male and lemale voices
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Pilgrimage to
Monticello and
Mount Vernon

The outstanding feature of the FFA program in 1932-
33 was a three day national pilgrimage by officers and
members to Washington, D.C., Mount Vernon, and
Maonticello, Virginia, At Menticello, home of Thomas
Jefferson, a room was dedicated and an FFA plaque
placed to honer him. After visiting Mount Vernon, home
of George Washington, they went to Washington, D.C.,
where they were greeted on the White House lawn by
President Franklin D, Roosevelt. Roosavelt made the fol-
lowing statement to the assembled group of FFA mem-
bers;

"l wauld like to welcome all of you to Washington. You
may never make a great deal of money. At the same time,
the chances are a thousand to one the other way that yeu'll
never starve. The chances are a thouzand to one that you'll
always have a roof over your head, good educational
opportunities for your families. - - . You're doing a fine
job. Gao back to your own hame states, your home coun-
ties, and home farms, and keep up the good waork "

Girls in
the FFA

The FFA organization was launched and conducted for
several years as an organization for farm boys who were
studying vocational agriculture. The 1933 national con-
vention brought to a head one of the hottest arganization-
al guestions of the day. The Massachusetts association
had permitted girls to become members of the FFA. They
had good arguments. After all, girls could become stu-
dents of vocational agriculture, and was not the FFA the
organization of such students?

A majority of the delegates disagreed. They adopted a
strongly worded motion made by delegate Robert
Stewart of Montana that: “The Massachusetts Associa-
tion be given three months to conform to the national
constitution or the Board of Trustees be instructed to sus-
pend Massachusetts”

Because of the interpretation of a state law governing
student organizations, the Massachusetts assoclation was

unable to comply with the rule for about three vears, Al
the 1934 national convention the delegates relented
somewhat and specified that girl membership should be
limited to a local and state basis. They did, however,
make it clear that it was only a termporary concession to
permit Massachusetts to retain its charter unti] the situa-
tion could be cleared.

As more girls enrolled in vocational agriculture through-
out the nation the demand became stronger from a num-
ber of states for girls to be accepted as full members of
FFA. Some of the chapters took the matter to the State
Attorney General for a ruling and in each case a decision

1973 was the second year girls were eligible

1o recelve the Amarican Farmer Degree.
Mational FFA Presicgent Dwight Seagmiller
presented Amarican Farmer Degrees to lour
girls. Three of the four who received the degree
in 1973 were: Carla Chenetle of Cannaclicus,
Lisa Tomkaw of Florida and Kristann Silkwood
of Calilornia



was made that girls had as much right as bovs to belong
to the FFA. Thus the organization changed from that of a
farm boy organization to ane that was composed of all
students of vecational agriculture, including boys and
girls. The delegates at the national FFA convention in
1969 permanently solved this issue by voting to amend
the FFA constitution and make girls efigible for member-
ship. Far many years girls have been playing a major role
in farming and ether agricultural sccupations and now
serve as capable, effective members of the FFA, In 1976
Julie Smiley of Mount Vernon, Washington was elected
National Vice President of the Western Region, the first
girl to serve as a national officer.

Growth and
Action at
National
Conventions

As the FFA expanded in membership and programs it
faced many new problems. The question of organizing
collegiate FFA chapters was discussed thoroughly at the
1930 national convention. Finally delegates approved
the idea and authorized the Board of Trustees to proceed
with the development of plans for organizing collegiate
chapters. Two years later collegiate chapters began to
function.

By 1931 46 states and Hawaii had received charters
from the national organization. The first Hawailan mem-
ber to attend the national FFA convention, Wilbert Choi,
was given a rousing ovation when he recelved his
Arnerican Farmer Degree. A movie of the convention
was made and later distributed for use by states and local
chapters.

The FFA continued to grow and prosper during the
thirties even though there was a serious depression that
was threatening the country with economic ruin. Clar-
ence Goldsberry of Houston, Missourl, the 1932 Star
Farmer of America, owned eight registered Jersey cattle,
11 registered Hampshire hogs, 952 poultry, and had a
parinership interest in 343 acres of land, yet his total
investment in farming was figured at only $2,171.40,

In spite of the depression local chapters, state associa-
tions and the national organization continued to grow
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and build a firm foundation for future progress by the or-
ganization,

Since little money was available to provide needed {a-
cilities for vocational agriculture many chapters cut tim-
ber; collected stone from the fields and built thelr own fa-
cllities, They planted gardens, preserved vegetables and
frult that many people could not afford to buy, and
helped in the production and marketing of livestock.

Records from state associations show that in 1931-32,
15,995 Future Farmers attended state conventions. Fif-
teen states were sponsoring recreational activities, includ-
ing camps, and 18 states held leadership training con-
ferences. More than a third of the 3,099 local chapters
were engaged in buying and selling activities.

In 1932 a charier was granted to the Puerto Rican As-
sociation, leaving only Mississippi ({1934) and Rhode ls-
land {1949) to come into the national organization. In
1976 Alaska became the last of the 50 states to obtain a
Mational Charter. Ancther important event during the
year was the participation by 1,100 local FFA chapters in
the George Washington Bicentennial Celebration.

The delegates ta the 1933 national convention voted
to establish an annual FFA Day (changed in 1948 to Na-
tional FFA Week), and they established the policy of the
national organization paying the expenses of one official
delegate from each state to the national conventions,

A number of changes were made in the national FFA
leadership in 1934. Dr, Lane left his post as National Ad-
visor and was succeeded by J. A. Linke, Reglonal Agent,
North Ceniral Region. W. A. Ross was transferred, tem-
porarily, from the Agricultural Education Service and
H. B. Swanscn served as Executive Secretary of the FFA
for a perlod of eight months,

This was also the year that the practice started of hav-
ing national FFA officers travel to state FFA conventions.
President Bobby Jones of Radnor, Ohio, attended con-
ventions in lowa, California, Oregon and the Hawaiian
lslands.

The delegates at the 1934 national convention vated
to purchase a prize lamb from an FFA member at the
Armerican Royal, have it dressed, and sent by airplane to
President Roosevelt,

During that same convention the delegates became
concerned because Jack Dunn of Hawaii had not been
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Rigni fram the statl ina FFA had an advisory council 1o review e organization's activitles, In 1835 the council members
included:; FFA Ex. Sec. W_A Ross H. O Sampson, New Jersey: J E Border, Montana; J. A Linke, Mational Advisar; L. B
Pallom, Kangas and 0. M, Clemenis. Tonnasses,

In the early cays of ine FRA 2 large annual bangue! was held in the exhitition hall of the Municipal Auditarium This was the
scenein 1537 as saveral Ihousand vocational agriculture studants gatharad {ar the arnual Dangue,



recommended to recelve the American Farmer Dagres,
hecause his farming program did not meet the rigid re-
guirements for the degree. Some of the delegates
thought farming conditions in Hawaii made it more diffi-
cult to qualify for that degree. They raised the question
on the floor and a heated discussion followed. During the
debate, Dunn, who was an official delegate, requested
the floor and asked that no exception be made in his
case. He asked them te "Held up the standard,” and the
remark brought cheers fram the delegates.

One delegate suggested that Jack be given the Honor-
ary American Farmer Degree. Since the proposal was not
acceptable according to the constitution, a delegate from
Massachusetts, Howard Potter, moved that a Special
Honorary American Farmer Degree be awarded, The
mation passed 78-3. To this day, Jack Dunn of Hawaii
is the only person listed in the official FFA records as hav-
ing recetved that special degree.

The active membership passed 100,000, and there
were almost 4,000 chapters by 1935. The natlenal con-
vention was extended to four days. An official secretany’s
book was authorized and made available to local chap-
ters, At the canvention delegates started making prelimi-
nary plans for a big celebration on the tenth anniversary
of the FFA.

Some confusion existed concerning the relationship of
the National Congress of Vocational Agriculture Students
to the Future Farmers of America. FFA was growing so
rapidly and was so well accepted by the public that a ma-
jor change was made. The 1935 printed program was
titled: "Eighth Mational Convention, Future Farmers of
America—A Feature of the The National Congress ol
WVocational Agriculture Students.” In 1936 the program
read: “Ninth National Convention, Future Farmers of
America, and Matlonal Contests far Students of Voca-
tional Agriculture.” This was the end of the Congress
which had helped to create the FFA. But it was not un-
til 1942 that the national contests were conducted as part
of the FFA

In 1936 an official reasurer’s book [or local chapters
was approved by the delegates at the natlonal conven-
fion, and the national treasurer was designated as par-
liamentarian for the organization.
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Thia Y5t nine Mational FRA Conventions were hald In
ine Baltimore Hotel in Kansas City, Missouri. This
plague was prasanied ta the hotel, which has sinca
peen torn down. Tha plaque s now on display In the
MNational FFA Archives
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A dalegation from Hawaii aftended the 1230 Nationat
FFa Convention, They weare welcomed by Matianal
Advizor J. A Linke. The delegates were Howard K
Kimura, Kona, Seisuke Akamine, Lanal; and L. J
Capeilas, Waimea, Kauai. thelr vocational agriculture
instruciorn.

Tenth

Convention
Celebration

Ten years of FFA progress was appropriately marked
by the Tenth Convention Celebration held in the Munici-
pal Auditorium at Kansas City during the week of Octo-
ber 18, 1937. Every national convention, up to that time,
had been held at the Baltimore Hotel, but the organiza-
tion had outgrown all available hotels.

About 6,000 members, advisors, and friends of the or-
ganization registered during convention week. Cele-



bration ceremonies featured placing of an FFA plague in
the Baltimore Hotel to mark the building in which the
organization was .aunched and a special evening pro-
gram. This program included placing stars on a United
States flag by representatives of 49 chartered state FFA
associations in the order in which the charters were is-
sued, passing the gavel by past national officers repre-
senting each year in the life of the FFA; and a pageant by
dramatizing the 20 former national officers’ story of the
development of the organization.

State FFA bands were present from Missouri, Texas
and Utah, playing both as individual bands, and as a
massed band of nearly 300 pleces. The Solamon, Kan-
zas, FFA Orchestra furnished banquet music and enter-
tainment. An exhibit was made of typical agricultural
products raised in the various states, a feature which was
continued at other national conventions.

The FFA constitution was completely revised for the
third time. One major change added four regional advi-
sors to the list of officers and to the National Advisory
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Council. It was specified that the regional advisors be
members of the Agricultural Education Service staff in the
Office of Education.

Anacther change placed the nomination of American
Farmers on a basis of one boy per 1,000 (or major frac-
tion thereof), members in a state, eliminating the previ-
ous stipulation that no more than 75 American Farmers
might be elected each year.

A movie titled “FFA Celebrates at Ten,” sponsored by
the Firestone Tire & Rubber Co., was made by the or-
ganization during the convention and prints were dis-
tributed throughout the country for use by chapters and
state associations.

The delegates to the 1937 canvention took official
action toward the establishment of a national FFA camp
by designating the Board of Trustees as a committee to
determine the advisability and opportunity for a camp
and leadership training school in the Washington, D.C.
area, (Please refer to the chapter on The Development of
the Maticnal FFA Center. )
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Cruning World War 1| the Mational Convention was scaled dawn becausa of difficulties of ravel and the need 1o put all rescurces
into the war alfort o 1945 delegates held the National Canvention in the Little Theatat of the Municipad Auditoriurn



By 1953 the nalionwas back to narmal and FFA
members were eager 1o iravel That year (ha Canven.
tion set an altendance recard &8s more than 12,000
FFA mambers and aduils came ta Kansas City to hear
Pragidem Eisenhower speak to convention
participanis

Irm 1957 former Pragident Harry Truman addreased
{he Mational FFA Convantion He was presented the
Honarary American Farmer Degree by National
President Johnny Haid Jf
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Ingian membars af the Brawning. Montana, Thig was the scane a2 FRA mambars rom
FFA Chaplar presented a Bultalo Grass Dance every stale Imed up jo reglaler Ineir atten-
af 1he Silver Anniversary FRA Convention In dance at1he 1852 Matlonal FFA Canvenilan
1853

In & pagean al ihe Silver Anniversary National
Canvention, FFA membars recreated the his-
These were scenes of special activiles al the tary of ageicultura in America to shaw the rola
Sitver Anniversary Mationat FFA Convention ol aducatian in the development of U5, agri-
hald in 1953 culture



In 1860 National officers were gues!s In the home of
Raymond Firestone, one of the Founders and iong-
time supporiers of the National FFA Faundation,

Vica Pregident Hubert Humphrey was a key
nots speaker at 1the 4lth Mational FF&
Comventicn f 1957,

The FFA Pageant, "Siory al Old Glory™ writlen
and producead by Mational FFA Executive
Sacratary Wm Paul Gray and presenied by
FFA mambers at the 1966 Nalional FFA
Convanlion, won an American Freedom Four-
dation Award.

Irn 1966 National FFA Presidant Howard Wil
Hams cul the ribbon opening the firs)dgri-
cultural Caresr Show for membears hald 0
conjunction with the Nationat FFA Canventian.

Thres of the tive Mational Advisors who nave
sarved the FFA Organization weate together at
iha 1868 Natlanal FFA Convention They are
Or.W. T Spantan H, N Hunsicker and O
AW Tenney



A special feature of several National FFA Conventlans
was the Building of tha Flag Presidents of each stale
associafion pinned a star on the Hag In the order in
which thair association was chariereg.

in 1574 Prasiden! Geraid R Ford addrassed (he
Hatlomal FFA Convention. His WIN (Whip Inflation
Mow) speech was delivered belora 3 nationwida
televizion awdience from the National FFA Convention
only a few weaks after taking olfice 5z Presidend of
the United States.

In 1875 Jimmy Caner addressed the National FFA
Conmnvention when he was stilla litiie kngwn candldale
in the Presidential primaries. He told FFA members
thal “*| gat my start in palitics when | wag alectad
sacialary of the Plains FFA Chapter.”” When ha took
olfice in 1877 Carter became the lirst lormer FFA
member 1 e Presidant of the United States



Steady Growth
of FFA

In 1938 the sum of $6,000 was set aside at the conven-

tion for the purpose of starting the national camp. Pro-

vision was made for FFA participation, through a 60-foot

exhibit, in the 1939 World's Poultry Congress at Cleve-
land, Ohio. An official chapter scrapbook was adopted
and steps were taken to have the organization's emblem
registered as a trademark.

Atthe 1939 convention the delegates set aside
$12,000 for the purchase of additional land for the na-

tional camp, making approximately 35 acres In total, and

for initial development of the camp.

Nalipnal EEA . Camp

The Mational FFA Cemier starled a5 a Mational FFA
Camp to house members whe visited the Nation's
Capital. The barracks buildings were equipped with
bunks and eating faciliiies. Later the buildings be-
came headouariers lor the Naticnal FFA Supply
Service

During that vear a trend was started by local chapters
and state assoclations to adopt the Danish System of
awards whereby state association and chapter contest
awards were placed on a classification basis rather than
designating individual numerical placings, The system
was extended to national FFA judging contests in 1947,

In 1939 an Informational pamphlet entitled "FFA,
What it is and Does,"” was published, which with revi-
sions, is still used widely to help tell the story of FFA.

During this period organizations for agricultural youth,
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Twin bratners Albert and Arthur Lacy of Honaa,
Texas, sach had such an outstanding farming pro-
gram that judges named both of them Star Farmers ol
America. They are the onfy two yound men avar (o
share the Star Farmer of Amarica Award.

patterned after the FFA, were being established in
Greece, Albania, and Bulgaria. These were forerunners
of many similar organizations which were to be
developed throughout the werld,

More than 6,000 persons attended the eleventh na-
tional FFA convention. When the judges started to select
the 1939 Star Farmers, they were confronted with identi-
cal twins whose records were almost alike. Both were
ahead of the other candidates in the southern reglon. So,
Albert and Arthur Lacy of Hondo, Texas became the
anly boys ever to share a Reglonal Star Farmer award.

In 1941 Mr. Linke retired as Chief of the Agricultural
Education Service and National FFA Advisor. He was
succeeded by Dr. W. T. Spanton, Regional Agent for the
Pacific states, Mr. Groseclose resigned as treasurer, be-
cause of ill health, and Dowell J. Howard of Virginia was
elected to that post.
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The new national camp was opened on June 1, 1941,

That same year the Virginia Conservation Commission
started restoring the old George Washington grist mill.
which is located on property which adjoined the FFA
camp property. The FFA was given authority by the
Commission to keep the mill open to the public. For
many years the FFA kept a caretaker at the mill so that
visitors might see this historical building.

The national convention in 1941 was attended by
8 000 members and friends. [t was announced that the
national membership had reached 240,972, Delegates
were enthusiastic and set a goal of 250,000 {for 1942,
The members did not know that it would be seven long
vears before that goal was reached, for in less than two
months’ time their country would be involved in a global
War,

Im 1957 National FFA President Dan Dunham (secang
fram right] and National FFA Execulve Secrelary

&, W Tanney wereinvited 1o Iravel to Japan with
Future Farmars of Japan President Takaak! Kunhars
ang Ascislant Secretary General ol the FFJ Hideta
Shishido. During their travels they siopped in Hawan
whare [hey were gresied oy R. Furdun (ef), Advisor
of the Hawaii FFA Association

in 1958 Nangnal FFA Secrelary Norman Brown
fravaled 1o Thailand whare he was a guest of Thai
Fulure Farmers.

During thair fravels in Thailand Natlonal Secretary
Morman Brown and FFA Executive Secretary Wm
Paul Gray had several oppatiunities 1o address Thal
yocational agriculiune studants,

Many state FFA assooialions heve gutsianding camps
o leadership laclites lka his dining hall 31 1he
Georgia FFA Camp



FFA During
the War
Years

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, the coun-
try started to mobillize. Vocational agriculture and the Fu-
ture Farmers of America were ready to help. The organi-
zation attained a new high in membership of 245,830 in
1942 in the 7,542 local chapters: Many of the instructors
were volunteering for service in the armed forces and the
war industries. It was necessary to close many of the vo-
cational agriculture departmants for the duration of the
war. A gradual decline took place In FFA membership
and in the number of chapters, By 1945 there were
196,253 FFA members in 6,030 chapters.

During the war years the national conventions were
streamnlined affairs, Only delegates and award winners at-
tended, to economize on expenses and to make it possi-
ble for other members to participate in the war effort. The
1942 conveniion was attended by only 217 persons; The
delegates revised the membership rules so that time in the
armed forces would not count in determining a member's
period of eligibility following graduation or leaving high
scheol,

Future Farmers were active in their communities col-
lecting scrap metal, rubber, and paper and were buying
war bonds and helping sell additional bonds. Everywhere
they were producing food, fiber and other agricultural
products which were so urgently needed by their country
and its allies.

Many of the older FFA members were in the armed
forces. Eight former members were with General Wain-
right when Bataan fell. One former member, Willlam
Gentry of Harrodsburg, Kentucky, was credited with
leading the first tank battle on U.5, soll when ten U.S.
tanks destroyed six Japanese tanks {December 31,
1941). Melvin Jordan of Oklahoma, Robert Gray of
Texas, and Travis Hoover of California, all former FFA
members, were with General Jimmy Doolittle and par-
ticipated in the famous raid on Tokyo, April 18, 1942

Future Farmer chapters that remained active during
the war years had a big job to do and thelr record of
achievernent was outstanding, One of their major accom-
plishments was to build many thousands of pieces of farm
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Many FFA membars
zedved in Waorld War
Captlan Travis Hogwer of
Calitornia was with Gen-
arat Doolittle on the
bombing of Tokyo in Agril
1842,

When the war was aver the FFA paid tribute fo war
valarans in a special pragrarn al tne Victory FFA
Caonvention in 1946, Each af tha Armaed Services was
representad by military personnel who had bean
members of the Shawnee-Mission, Kansas, FFA
Chaptar

Patrintism and
lpwe lor the
natlon have ak
ways been
Imporiant fo FFA
memoers
Special cere-
maonies and
pageanis al the
Matianal FFA
Convention have
often been
based on {hese
patrioticthemes
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equipment and machinery, and to repair countless farm
machines that would have remained idle if there had not
been vocational agriculture departments and FFA
members to help.

In 1943, W, A. Ross resigned as National Executive
Secretary to assume another position in the Office of Ed-
ucation. 5. C. Huslander served in his place from Janu-
ary to July, then returned to Pennsylvania. A. W. Ten-
ney was called from Florida to serve as National Ex-
ecutive Secretary on July 7, 1943,

The conventions of 1943 and 1944 were also limited in
size, with only the delegates and award winners present.
Atter the surrender of Japan the delegates to the 1945
convention made plans for a Victory Celebration to be
held in 1946.

The Future Farmers of America Foundation, Incorpo-
rated, was formed in 1944 to provide funds for a compre-
hensive award program for FFA members and chapters.
(Flease refer to the chapter on the Foundation .} During
the same year the delegates at the national FFA conven-
tion approved a budget of $10,000 10 employ a director
of public relations and information for the national office,
and to pay his secretarial and travel expenses.

DeWitt C, Wing served as Director of Public Relations
for about six months, and was succeeded by William J.
Huff. When Huff left in the spring of 1947 he was re-
placed by John Farrar, FFA Executive Secretary in Ok-
lahoma

Tne FFA service flag unveiled al the 17th
Mallonal FFA Conventian in 1244 showed
the number of FFA members serving in the
Armmed Sarvices in'World War ll

The 1946 Naticnal FFA Convention was a jubilant
oocasion ag Future Farmers gathered in Kansas City
for the Yictory Canvention. So many attended hat a
"oiding cot hotel”' was created on the exhibition hall
Mear of the Municipal Audiforium to house members,




Victory
Celebration
Convention

With restriction on attendance eliminated there was
great interest throughout the nation on attendance at the
big Victory Convention In 1946, When more than
12,500 FFA members and their friends arrived in Kansas
City it was necessary to make special housing arrange-
ments. Cots were set up in empty warehouses and In
other buildings to provide sleeping space for many FFA
members. A special cafeteria was set up near the audi-
torium to help feed the big crowd.

It was announced at the convention that the FFA was
again increasing in membership and was back to
206,104, A memorial program, honoring former mem-
bers who served In the armed forces, was featured at the
convention. As participants in the program marched to
the platform they were preceded by a color guard, which
was fallowed by each of the state FFA presidents bearing
their state flag. The flags were used to form a background
for the stage. Since that convention this flag ceremony
has been used annually during the Star Farmer cere-
mony. Four representatives from each of the armed
forces were on the platform and these former FFA mem-
bers were saluted by the Pennsylvania State FFA Band
and the Missouri State FFA Chorus

A special report on the contributions of FFA members
to the war effort for the five year period 1941 ta 1946
was made by the executive secretary. The following items
were included in that report:

1. Maturity value of War and
Victory Bonds purchased
by state associations

2. Maturlty value of War and
Victory Bonds and Stamps
purchased by chapters and
members

3. Maturity value of War and
Victory Bonds and Stamps
sold by chapters and
members

$97 861

17,023,566

18,415,126

10,

11

12.

13,

14,

Pounds of scrap metal col-
lected by chapters

Pounds of paper collected by
chapters

. Bushels of rags collected by

chapters

. Mumber of burlap bags col-

lected by chapters

Pounds of rubber collected by
chapters

Members who lost their lives
while serving in the armed
forces

Acreage of victory gardens
grown by members

Mumber of farm machines re-
paired by FFA members
Mumber of pieces of farm
equipment constructed
Number of food conservation
centers constructed and
equipped with assistance of
FFA Chapters

Mumber of No, 2 cans of food
processed by chapters
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352 885,162
65,187,206
5,884,630
1,694,767

6,394,766

7,188
111,261
621,900

292 369

2,352

12,233,033

The Victory Celebration Convention was a fitting
climax to the distinguished service rendered by FFA
members on the home front and throughout the world
during the war years. The recognition of the services
rendered by FFA can perhaps best be summarized by
including a quotation from a telegram received at the
1943 national FFA convention:

The White House., Washington, D.C
"Congratulations to Future Farmers of America. Your
work en the farm front is vital 1o our suecess on the banle:
fronts of the world "

Franklin . Roosevelt
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Return to
Peacetime
Activities

In August 1946, Congress approved the George-
Barden Act, which authorized an increase in Federal
funds for the further development of vocational educa-
tion. This Act made it possible for many new schools to
offer vocational agriculture. The year 1946-47 was ane
of expansion far ihe FFA. A shortage of qualified teach-
ers slowed down the expansion program, but FFA mem-
bership increased in 1947 to 238,269, and to a recard
high of 260,300 in 1948,

In 1947 the national FFA officers went on the first
good-will tour, visiling business and industrial firms and
organizations in the east and mid-west. This tour, which
has become an annual event of national and many state
officers, was started at the request of leaders in business
and industry who wanted their assaciates to become ac-
quainted with the national officers of the FFA and the
program of the arganization. The tours also proved o be
most informative and helpful 1o the FFA officers. George
Lewis, National FFA President. 1949-50, while address-
ing officials of a large corperation, on the good-will tour
said:

“Three things have susprised ma on this tour. The first s
that | have learned that large corporations are sincerely
interested in the welfare of the larmer, The second is that
3o many things are being done or planned that will make
life richer on the farm. The thied is that the top afficials of

companies such as yours are ad common and easy to talk
with s dad iz back on the farm.”

Iy 1947 Mational FFA Olicers made (ha first major
altort 1o visit Netional FFA Foundation Sponcars. The
visits, which becarmo known a5 the “FFA Good-Will
Tour,” have becoma a major part of natiohal silizer
respansbilitias

During the Good-Wiil Tour Mational Qlficers visi many
FFA Foundajion Spongars 1o thank fhem for their sup-
par and (o become beller acquainied wilh business
and industry a3 it relales 1o-agticullurefagribusiness



Renewal
of National
Judging Contests

Diue to the restrictions on travel during the war vears
national judging contests for vocational agriculture stu-
dents, which had been held annually from 1926 to 1941,
were discontinued. In 1946, with the war over, there was
a universal demand to renew the contests and to improve
their educational value.

A committee of state supervisors met with E. J. John-
son, of the Office of Education, at St. Louis, Missouri, on
December 11, 1946, and recommended that national
judging contests be resumed the following year. They
also requested that the Danish system of awards be used,
placing teams and individuals in gold, silver, and bronze
emblem classifications, instead of giving numerical plac-
ings as had been done in the past,

Early FF& mealsjudging and dentificatlon contests
ware held In cooparation with the American Royai and
he Swift Packing Ca.

The St. Louis meeting led to the appointment of a
special study committee composed of one state super-
visor and one teacher educator from each of the four
regions, with Mr. Johnson as chairman, The commuttee
met in Washington, D.C. in January 1947, and de-
veloped plans for livestack and meats judging contests in
Kansas City and dairy cattle. dalry products, and poultry
contests at Waterloo, lowa

e e e

Even belors 1928 FUlure Farmers were using the
American Royal Livestock Arena as 1he site of the
Matlanal Livesiock Judging Comtest ior vocational
agriculture siudanis

Cairy catile are brought to Kansas City specially to
provide national compatition in Dairy Cattia-Judging
tgr FFA mambers

Toimprove the educational value of the contests they
made plans to judge dairy cattle on the basis of type and
production, instead of type alone. They improved live-
stock contests by adding classes of steers to be graded
according to commercial standards. Later, performance
pedigrees and performance records were added to the
dairy cattle contest and production records were intro-
duced in swine judging. Horse and mule judging con-
tests, which had been popular features for vears, were
discontinued
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The FFA Foundation budgeted 33,000 to be divided
equally among the gold emblemn teams in all five contests,
$5,000 to be divided equally amang the gold emblem in-
dividuals, and 52,000 for plagques and certificates. In later
vears the plan was changed to provide cash travel awards
to all teams; plaques to gold, silver and bronze emblem
teams; medals to gold, silver and bronze individuals: and
certificates to honorable mention and participation teams
and Individuals.

The first national FFA judging contests after the war
were held in the fall of 1947, Twenty-eight states partici-
pated in the dairy and poultry contests held at the Na-
tional Dairy Cattle Congress at Waterloo, lowa, and 34
states competed in judaing livestock and meats at the
American Royal Livestock and Horse Show, held at the
time of the national FFA convention in Kansas City,
Missouri. (For more detailed information please refer to
the chapter on Awards and Contests.)

Eimer J. Johnzan, Program Specialist, U.S. Office of
Education, was one of ine pioneers in the oparation ol
Mational FFA Contests. Undar his direction the
MNatipnal Conlests were reestablished alier Warld War
Il and participation in them was expandad. Ha aiso
provided leadership In vocational agriculiural educa-
tiar i ihe Western states.

Future Farmers
Supply Service

In the early years members of the FFA and their ad-
visors had great difficulty abtaining guality merchandise
bearing the emblem of the organization. It was necessary
far thern to write to many companies to obtain supplies
and the service was usually poor.

To help correct this sltuation, delegates to the 1947
FFA convention approved the establishment of a Future
Farmers Supply Service, where members and chapters
could obtain various official items of quality merchandise,
such as banners, ties, shirts, jackets and jewelry. A bud-
get of $10,000 was approved for use in developing the
Supply Service. The Service began operating at the Na-
tional FFA Camp in February 1948, {For additional in-
formation please refer to the chapter on the Future
Farmers Supply Service.)

National
FFA Magazine

As early as 1929 delegates to the national FFA con-
vention discussed the possibility of publishing a national
FFA magazine. The proposition was referred to the
Board of Trustees. It was agreed that there was need fora
magazine but the young organization did not have the fi-
nancial resources to publish a magazine. Members and
convention delegates never lost interest In a national
magazine and the subject was brought up at most na-
tional FFA conventians,

Lano Barron was
the first Editor of
The Matlonal Future
Farmer magagine




A pictorial brochure, "FFA in Action,” was prepared by
the National Executive Secretary, A. W Tenney, in
1945, using pictures of FFA members to describe the
wark of the organization. Maore than 400,000 copies of
the brochure were printed and distributed, “FFA in
Action” became a top-notch promotional device for the
organization. A second edition was printed in 1947 and
maore than 100,000 copies were distrbuted. “FFAin
Action” served as a farerunner for the national FFA
magazine, which became a reality when the first issue of
The National Futtire Farmer magazine was published in
1952. (For a complete history of the magazine please
refer to the chapter on The National Future Farmer
magazine.)

Twentieth
Anniversary
Convention

Big plans were made for the twentieth anniversary
celebration. A slogan was used, “20,000 for the twen-
tieth anniversary.” The dates for the convention were sel
ane month later than usual, to avold competition for
housing space with the American Royal Livestock and
Horse Show. Fortunately only about half that number
attended the convention. It was necessary to setup a
folding-cot hotel in the basement of the Municipal Audi-
torium in Kansas City to help house those who attended.

At the 1947 convention delegates voted to change the
celebration of National FFA Week to the week of George
Washington's birthday, A change was made from cele-
brating FFA Day during the national convention to FFA
Week, to be held during the weehk of George Washing-
ton's birthday,

The delegates o the canvention took action an the first
major international activity by the FFA, by approving a
plan to establish an annual exchange program between
the FFA and the Young Farmers of Great Britain. Four
FFA members went to Britaln in 1949 and four British
Young Farmers came to this country, Bill Carlin of
Coatesville, Pennsylvania, Joe Espey of Maryville, Mis-
sourl, Eugene Hansen of East Garland, Utah, and Tom
Lindsay of Hazen, Alabama, were the FFA members
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whe took part in the first exchange trip.

One of the highlights of the 1948 convention was a
special program which featured a recounting of the his-
tory of the development of the Star American Farmer
awards which had been presented by the Weekly Kansas
City Star, John Colling, editor of the paper, made the
20th annlversary presentation. All other national awards
were being made by the FFA Foundation, so in 1949 the
Star relinguished its sponsorship of the Star Farmer
awards and became a donor to the Foundation, which
has since sponsored the awards,

Important Actions
at National
FFA Conventions

An important event took place at the 1949 national
convention when Rhode Island was accepted as a state
association in the FFA. For many years Rhode Island had
been the only state without an FFA program, There were
only five chapters and B2 members, but the FFA could
now say that it covered the nation.

It 1945 the Ahade |stand FFA Asspe
cihion Was gresented a charte: by ihe
HNational FFA Organization

Another important change was made in 1949 in the
scheduling of the FFA convention in Kansas City during
the week preceding the American Royal. The plan
avoided the housing problems created by running both
shows at the same time, but still made it possible to use
American Royal facilities for the FFA judging contests
and gave an opportunity for the national FFA band,
Star Farmer and national officers to participate in the big
American Royal parade on the Saturday following the
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convention. For many vears the American Royal held a
ball in the Municipal Auditorium prior to the opening of
the Roval show. The national FFA band and chorus were
invited to perform for several years at the ball. The band
formed the letters AR and FFA during the presentation.
At the first appearance of the FFA cheorus at the ball the
members were grouped on the floor of the auditerium in
the dark and started singing, "This is My Country,” as
the lights were slowly turned on. The beautiful music and
the impressive sight of 125 youth dressed in blue jackets
and white trousers made such a great impression on the
people from Kansas City that they broke into great ap-
plause before the song was finished.

The 1949 convention was most unusual in that there
were no guest speakers. Alben Barkley, Vice President
of the United States: Albert Goss, Master of the Natianal
Grange: and Clifford R. Hope, U_5. Representative
from Kansas, were all scheduled to address the conven-
tion but at the last minute all three were {orced to cancel
their engagements when a hot fialt on agricultural appro-
priations developed in Washington.

A Federal
Charter for
The FFA

From the beginning, FFA members and advisors tried
to protect the name and emblem of the organization,
Drelegates to natlonal conventions adopted rules and reg-
ulations to govern the use of the emblem. Resolutions
were passed to regulate the use of the emblem by com-
panies and Individuals withaut authority from the orga-
nization.

Friends of the FFA suggested that the crganization
should obtain a charter of incorporation from Congress.
A charter would give legal stability to the organization and
would give additional prestige to the FFA. [t was decided
to incorporate into ane bill a Federal Charter, protecting
the name and emblem and elarifving the relationship
between FFA and the Office of Education.

In 1949 Senator Robert 5. Kerr of Oklahoma, on
behalf of the Oklahoma State FFA Association, intro-
duced a bill in the U.5. Senate to protect the FFA name
and emblem. When it was decided to trv to get a Federal

Charter he let his bill die in committee, then became one
of the sponsars of a new bill, introduced on January 17,
1950, designed to protect the emblem and give the FFA
a Federal Charter, (Mher sponsaors of the charter bill were
Senator Harry Darby of Kansas, Senator Elmer Thomas
of Oklahoma, and Senator J_ W, Fulbright of Arkansas.

The bill was discussed at the regional conferences, and
there was some cbjection because of the section which
would have placed administration of the FFA under a
Board of Directors composed of seven members of the
staff of the Agricultural Education Service in the U.S.
Office of Education. four state supervisors of vocational
agriculture, the treasurer, and the national FFA president
of the preceding year.

The state administrators thought thai the board should
be the same as the Advisory Council that was in apera-
tion al the time, consisting of five members of the Agricul-
tural Education Service and four state supervisors.

The blll was amended as requested, then It was passed
by the Senate and the House of Representatives without
opposition. President Truman signed the bill on Au-
gust 30, 1950, and it became Public Law 740, 81st
Congress,

In October 1950, delegates at the natlonal FFA con-
vention adopted a resolution dissolving the old Virginla
corporation and transferring the FFA, with its assets to
the new corporation chartered by Cangress.

It was the intent of the new charter to protect the
emblem but actually it weakened much of the national
organization's control. Section 16 of the law stated: “the
corporation; and its duly authorized chapters and associ-
ations of chapters, shall have sole and exclugive right te
use the name of the Future Farmers of America and its
initials FFA as representing an agricultural organization
and such seals, emblems, and badges as the corparation
may legally adopt.”

[t was not long until a private supply company entered
into an agreement with a state association to manufacture
FFA jackets tor members in that state.

This problem was thoroughly discussed by the Board
of Directors, the Board of Student Officers and the dele-
gates at the national FFA convention, The company was
asked to stop this operation and when It refused 1o do so
the national organization, upon the recommendations of



the national boards and delegates, filed suit, charging that
the company could not use the emblem or leners FFA
without authorization of the national organization. The
caurt, however, ruled that any state association or local

7. Attending meetings promplly and respecting the
opinions of others during discussion.

8. Taking pride in our organization; in our activities;
in our farming programs, in our exhibits, and the

chapter did have the right to authorize others to manu-
facture items bearing the FFA emblem, but only for their g
own use. A court of appeals later susiained this decision.

The emblem of the FFA was given additional protec-
tion in 1975 by the passage of the Lanham Act which
protects the emblem In interstate commerce.

The state associations and local chapters have assisted
the national organization in the protection of the name
and emblem. For addltional information concerning the Special
policies which have been developed by the organization FFA Stamp
for the protection of the name and emblem one should Issued
refer 1o the official Manual,

occupations of farming and ranching.

. Bharing with athers experiences and knowledge
gained by altending national and slate meefings.”

The Cade, which has been revised fram time to time,
has had a wholesome influence on members of FFA,

As the FFA approached its 25th birthday. friends of the
FFA suggested that it would be appropriate for the Post

A Code Office Department to issue a special stamp in honor of
of Ethics FFA's Silver Anniversary. National officers visited Presi-
Adopted dent Truman on February 10, 1952, and asked him to

Mational FTA officers, members and advisors recog-
nized the need for a guide which could be used by mem-
bers as they conducted the affairs of the organization.
The delegates to the 1952 national conveniion adopted a
“Code of Ethics” 1o serve with the Creed as quiding prin-
ciples lor the conduct of FFA members. The Code
adopted follows:

“We will conduct ourselves at all times in orderto be a
credit lo our organization, chapter, school, and com-
munity by:

1. Dressing neatly and appropriately for the occasion.

2. Showing respect for the rights of others and being

courtecus at all times.

3. Being honest and not taking unfair advantage of

others.

4. Respecting property of athers,

5. Relraining from loud, boisterous talk, swearing,

and horseplay.

6. Dermonstrating sportsmanship in the show ring,
judaging contests and meetings. Modest in winning
and generous in defear.

Tne U5 Pastal Service ssued & slamp commemaial:
ing Ine FEA’s 25th Annlversary in 1832,
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assist in getting the special stamp. The National Voca-
tional Agriculture Teachers Association and the Ameri-
can Vocational Association assisted in the campaign by
having hundreds of letters written to the Past Office De-
partment, and to senators and representatives, asking for
their help in obtaining a special stamp.

Senator Frank Carlson of Kansas intreduced a bill in
the Senate requesting that approval be given to the issu-
ance of an FFA commemorative stamp.

Former Senator Harry Darby of Kansas, another long-
time friend of the FFA, joined Senator Carlson and As-
sistant Secretary of Defense Roger M. Kyes, whoin 1951
served as chairman of the sponsoring committee of the
Future Farmers of Ametica Foundation, in their efforts
to obtain the stamp.

The Past Office Department announced in March
1953, that it had approved the issue of a special stamp to
commemarate the 25th Anniversary of the FFA. It was
agreed that the first stamps would be issued in Kansas
City on October 13, during the sessions of the Silver
Anniversary Convention,

The presentation of the commemorative stamp by
Assistant Postmaster General Albert J. Robertson,
helped make the 25th Anniversary National FFA Con-
vention one of the most memorable.

Silver
Anniversary
Convention

The 25th Anniversary Convention was a fitting climax
to the growth and achievement of FFA during its first
quarter century. President Dwight D, Eisenhower was the
featured speaker of the convention. Other guest speakers
included Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby, Secretary of the newly
created Department of Health, Education and Welfare,
and Ezra Taft Benson, Secretary of Agriculture.

The national FFA band and national FFA chorus
plaved an active role in the convention. The band
greeted President Eisenhower when he arrived in the city
and provided music at the American Royal Live Stack
and Horse Show when the President appeared there.
The band later led the great American Royal parade in

Kansas City. In addition to providing music during the
convention, the band and chorus were featured on a
nattonwide Mutual Broadcasting System radio program.
The FFA chorus also participated in the program of the
American Royal Ball.

The program on the second day featured the unveiling
and presentation of the FFA commemorative postage
stamp, presentation of awards in the national chapter
contest, conferring of American Farmer and Honorary
American Farmer degrees and the presentation of Star
American Farmers for 1953.

An impressive pageant was presented on Wednesday
morning. More than 600 FFA members acted out scenas
which illustrated the growth and achievements of the or-
ganization during the past 25 years. The pageant ended
with the presentation of a birthday cake 22 feet in diam-
eter. Inside were 25 members of the Shawnee Mission,
Kansas FFA Chapter wearing special caps which served
as candles signifying 25 years of FFA. The pageant
closed with the FFA chorus leading the audience in sing-
ing *Happy Birthday FFA,™

Thursday, the closing day of the convention, was a
significant one for the FFA, A brief business session was
held then greetings were extended by representatives of
the Future Homemakers of America, Boy Scouts and
4-H Clubs and a major address was presented by Sec-
retary of Agriculture Bensaon. The FFA chapter from
Browning, Montana, whose membership was made up of
American Indian students, presented the dramatic But-
falo Grass Dance, complete with teepees on the stage
and priceless ceremonial costumes borrowed from the
Plains Indian Museum.

Mrs, Oveta Culp Hobby, Secretary of HEW, addressed
the convention during the afterncon program. There was
great interest and excitement in the appearance of the
President at the FFA convention, Hundreds of members
lined up by the doors two hours prior to the opening at
6:45 so they could get good seats The auditorium was
soon packed. They were entertained by the national
FFA band and chorus, FFA string bands and by movie
stars Duncan Renaldo and Leo Carillo (Cisco Kid and
Poncho).

After the opening ceremony at 7:30, the distinguished
platiorm guests were introduced: Secretaries Benson and



Hobby; former Senator from Kansas, Harry Darby, who
assisted in the arrangements for the visit of the President;
Senator Frank Carlson of Kansas, who received the Hon-
orary American Farmer degree during the convention for
his help in obtaining the commemarative stamp; Senator
Andrew F. Shoeppel of Kansas; and the governors of
fourteen states.

President Eisenhower arrived promptly at 8:00 when
retiring president Jimmy Dillon made this simple intro-
duction: “Fellow Future Farmers, Ladles and Gentle-
men—The President of the United States.”

The President was given a standing ovation by the
audlence. The band played as President Elsenhower
went forward to shake hands with Jimmy Dillon and
accept the Honorary American Farmer degree from him.
The event was recarded by hundreds of photagraphers.
And then began the first address ever delivered by a
President of the United States before a convention of the
Future Farmers of America.

Mational FEA President Jimmy Dillon
canterred the Honorary American
Farmer Degree on President Dwighi D
Elsenhower when he addressed the
Mational Conventicn in 1953.
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In this major address President Eisenhower said:

“In this developing society in which vou are speedily to
take a leading part, you must never permit your govern-
rment ta indulge in the fanciful noton that wark for the in-
dividual is a thing of the past. If ever this should become
true, ali fun in living will disappear. Your own property,
Your awn security, yaur own opportunity, vaur awn liber-
ties, must be earned —they cannot be bestowed.

Later, he spoke an oppertunities in the future faor
young people.

" foresee no limits to your future. It is ruly boundless,
Anyone my age who deeply believes in America sincerely
congratulates vou as you start the exciting and challenging
journey through life, even though he cannot see and ex-
perience what you are going to see and experience, But
he does know that the whole adventure will be more {as-
cinating, mare spectacular, more stimulating, and more re-
warding than the events my generation has witnessed.”

This was how the Future Farmers of America cele-
brated their 25th birthday. The Silver Anniversary Con-
ventlon was a fitting tribute to the students and their ad-
visors who met in a hotel a few blocks from the municipal
auditorium in 1928 and organized the Future Farmers of
America. It was also sound evidence of the constructive
work dene by FFA members, teachers of vocational
agriculture, teacher educators, supervisors and others to
serve youth more effectively and improve the broad
field of agriculture.

The FFA
at 25

The FFA at 25 was a growing. dynamic organization
that was serving youth and agriculture effectively. It had
the largest membership in the history of the organization,
363,369 in 8,569 local chapters. It had an income from
membership dues and royalties from the sale of official
FFA merchandise of $80,408.51 for the vear ending
June 30, 1953 It had assets of $131,227.61.

It had created the Future Farmers Supply Service,
which had been operating successfully for five years. The
National Future Farmer, the official magazine of the FFA,
was launched in 1952 and paid circulation climbed to
150,000 within a year after the publication was started.
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The FFA owned 2BY? acres of valuable land which was
purchased for use as a national FFA camp and which
would later be used as the site for the National FFA
Center,

The FFA Foundation had been in operation for nine
years and had provided $650,850 in prizes and awards
for FFA and NFA members.

The FFA was participating in an International Youth
Exchange with the Mational Federation of Young Farm-
ers Clubs of Graat Britain and was cooperating with
youth organizations in other nations which were pat-
terned after the FFA, such as the Future Farmers of
Japan and the Future Farmers of the Philippines.

The FFA was operating under a Federal Charter,
which was approved by Congress and signed by Presi-

dent Truman on August 30, 1950,
Local chapters, state associations and the national or-

ganization had developed constructive programs of work.

Their achievements were significant.

Continued Growth
of FFA

Membership increased to 371,552 in 1954 and to
383.219in 1955. The FFA did not pass the 400,000
goal until 1964 when there were 401,468 members In
8,300 local chapters. During the "50s and "60s the FFA
experienced a reduction In numbers of chapters although
the number of teachers and members continued to In-
crease. | his was due to the large number of school con-
solidations that took place in rural areas In those years.

One of the highlights of the 27th national convention
was the address given by Honorable A. D. P. Heeney,
Ambassador from Canada. Greetings from the Future
Farmers of Canada were presented at that time.

The Rocky Gap, Virginia, FFA chapter presented a
speaker's stand to the convention, which was made of 38
species of wood native to the state of Virginia. The dis-
tinctive wooden speakers’ stand continues to be used in
current FFA conventions,

The FFA received broad publicity in 1955 when Joe
Moore from Tennessee, who was named Star Farmer at

Mational Dificers uncover the plague at the front door
to the Mational FFA Centar during dedication cere-
manies in 1958,

the 28th national FFA convention, was honored by hay-
ing his picture on the cover of Time magazine. The
following spring officials of that magazine gave a lun-
cheon for Joe and the national FFA officers while they
were in New York City. The officials from Time were
asked about the reaction to the use of a picture of a farm
boy on the cover of the magazine. They replied that there
had been a most wholesome reaction. They had received
favorable comment from all over the world. A missionary
in & foreign land wrote and commended the use of Joe's
picture and said that such illustrations presented a whole-
some picture of youth in the United States.

One feature of the FFA convention in 1955 was a great
pageant which emphasized patriotism. Special entertain-
ment was provided during the convention by movie stars
Debbie Reynolds and Eddie Fisher, whose romance and
marriage had been played up by the Hollywood press

derry Litton, an FFA member from Chillicothe, Mis-
souri, started early dreaming big dreams and making
ambitious plans for the future. Jerry set three major
goals. He wanted to serve as a natlonal FFA officer, be.
come a successful breeder of Charlois cattle and be
elected to Congress while he was still a young man. In
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1955 Jerry competed in the national FFA Public Speak-
ing Contest and his topic was Farming, & Challenge and
an Opportunity. He was elected MNational Student Secre-
tary in 1956, became one of the outstanding breeders of
Charlois cattle and was elected to Congress while he was
still in his thirties. Jerry proved that FFA members can
make big dreams come true. Unfortunately Litton, his
wife and children were killed in a tragic airplane accident
on August 3, 1976 on the eve of Jerny's victory in the
primary for the Missour Senate seat,

The Mational Board of Student Officers and the Na-
tionial Beard of Directors of the FFA gave approval for the
construction of a headquarters building on land owned
by the FFA near Mount Vernon. The new building was
designed to house the staffs of the FFA Supply Service
and The National Future Farmer magazine. Plans for the
construction of the new building were presented 1o the
delegates at the national FFA convention in 1955, They
recommended that the bullding be constructed and dedi-
cated durlng the summer of 1958, and that each state
FF#A assoclation be invited to send representatives to this
dedication . lnvitations were also (o be sent to Future
Farmer organizations throughout the world requesting
that they send representatives to the dedication.

FFA members were honored to have many distin-
guished visitors from other nations at the national FFA
convention in 1956, Major-General R, F. Cornwall,
General Secretary of the National Federation of Young
Farmers' Clubs of Great Britain and four exchangees
from that organization were honored at the canvention,
The Department of State [nvited the FFA and the Future
Farmers of Japan to participate in an {nternational ex-
change. Takaaki Murihara, National President and
Hideto Shishido, Assistant Secretary General, Future

Farmers of Japan, came to the United States as quests of
the FFA. They visited Future Farmers in many states and
participated in the national FFA convention. Later that
year the FFA sent retiring National FFA President, Dan
Dunham and Executive Secretary, A. W. Tenney to
Japan to visit members of the FFJ throughout the nation
and to attend the national convention of the Future
Farmers of Japan, This exchange was continued, under
the sponsorship of the Department of State for three
Years,

Former President of the United States, Harry 5.
Truman, addressed FFA members at their 30th national
convention. [n 1950 President Truman had signed Public
Law 740 granting a Federal Charter to the FFA. He had
retired to his home in nearby Independence, Missouri,
and served as a gracious host to many FFA members
whao visited the Truman Library. During his address to the
convention he said:

“What | would ltke 1o bring home to voung men who are
irterested in belng future farmers s that if you will study the
histary of the United States you will find that nearly all the
leaders and the Presidents of the United States got thely
origin on the farm.

“Mow you young farm people have a chanze that no
other generation has ever had in the history of the world. |
am urging you to inform yourselves so you can take ad-
vantage of that chance and keep this country the greatest

Republic that the sun has ever shone on. ltisup to you ta
doit. | hope you will.”

Dr. & W, Tenney resigned as National Executive Sec-
retary of the FFA In 1957 so he could wark full time as
Program Specialist in Agricultural Education in the Cen-
tral Region and was replaced by Wm. Paul Gray from
Colorado

Paul Gray was employed by the U.5. Office of Educa-
tion in June 1957 and was appointed to serve as National
FFA Executive Secretary under provisions of Public Law
740, the FFA Organization's Federal Charter. A native of
Colorade, Mr Gray had served earlier as assistant pro-
fessor of Agricultural Education at Colorado State Uni-
versity from 1953-1957 and held positions as vocational
agriculture instructor prior to that.

He earned his B.5. Degree in Animal Husbandry and
Agricultural Education from Colorado State in 1936.
Later he did graduate work there and at Michigan State
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University. Mr, Gray taught Vocational Agriculture in
high school at Hillsdale, Wyoming, Saguache and Eator,
Colorado. During the war he served as a flight instructor
for army glider pilots followed by a stint as a pilot instruc-
tor for United Airlines.

During the nearly 20 vears he served as National FFA
Executive Secretary Mr. Gray led the way in broadening
and expanding FFA membership and programs. Mem-
bership in the organization grew from 379,396 In 1957 to
over half a million in 1976. During his administration, the
FFA Foundation has more than tripled the amount of
funds available for FFA incentive awards. Personnel to
administer FFA programs also expanded from three per-
sons in 1957 to a staff of 10. My. Gray organized and di-
rected the first National FFA Leadership Conference in
Washington, D.C., which by 1976 grew to involve nearly
1,000 FFA chapter officers from across the nation, He
also organized and conducted the FFA Fellowship Pro-
gram for six years. “Graduates” of this program includea
two State FFA Executive Secretaries, two University
Teacher Educators, and two members of the present FFA
staff.

William Paul Gray

In the field of international education, Mr. Gray ac-
tively promoted efforts to establish Future Farmer or-
ganizations in Japan, the Philippines, Thailand, and
Colombia, In nearly 20 years of work with these groups
he helped them organize and carry on effective programs

in agriculture training and leader development in their
nations.

Over the years, Mr. Gray became well known for his
leadership in planning and directing the National FFA
Convention, Since 1957 attendance at the convention
escalated from 11,500 members and guests to over
20,000 in 1976, Under his direction a number of innava-
tions were adopted including new staging techniques,
pageants, the FFA Career Show and use of multi-screen
visuals, all of which are designed to make the convention
program more interesting as well as more educational for
members.

During his tenure as Mational FFA Executive Secre-
tary, Mr. Gray traveled thousands of miles across the na-
tion and around the world to represent the FFA. He con-
ducted conferences, met with state and national leaders
in agricultural education and worked closely with the Na-
tional FFA Officers and FFA Board of Directors to ad-
vance the cause of vocational agriculture /agribusiness
education and the FFA. [n 1976 he was recognized by
the National Safety Caongress which presented him the
Distinguished Service Award {or serving seven years as a
member of the NSC Board of Directors.

Lano Barron, Editor of The National Future Farmer
magazine, resigned and Wilson Carnes became Editor in
1958,

Sotero Lasap Jr., a national officer of the Future
Farmers of the Philippines, attended the 31st national
FFA convention in 1958 and extended greetings from the
FFP.

The national FFA convention was improved that year
by the addition of an FFA Courtesy Corps and Ushers.
These FFA members greeted members and guests,
answered questions, escorted members and guests to
their seats, distributed program materials and helped
maintain order in the auditorium and on the streets of
Kansas City. They served so well that they wera given a
special commendation by the delegates.

The delegates to the conventicn recommended thata
National Leadership Training Conference be held in
Washington, D.C. in conjunction with the dedication of
the Mational FFA Building.



National Leadership
Training Conference

The first National Leadership Training Conference was
held at the Willard Hotel in Washington, D.C., July 20-
24,1959, with 250 state FFA officers in attendance.
During the week the officers participated in leadership
training sesslons, committee meetings, listened to guest
speakers, and visited points of interest in the city. A high-
light of the conference was the dedication of the National
FFA Building, which was located on the property owned
by the FFA south of Alexandria, Virginia. Many distin-
guished leaders in government participated in the dedica-
tion including, U.5. Senator Frank Carlson, Commis-
sioner of Education Lawrence G. Derthick, and Arthur 5.
Flemming, of the Department of Health, Education and
Welfare. The dedication ceremonies featured the pre-
sentation of a special stone and soil sample from the
home state of each State Officer.

The delegates to the leadership conference gathered in
the White House Rose Garden and were addressed by
President Dwight Eisenhower.

The members of FFA who participated In the firsi Ma-
tional Leadership Training Conference were so pleased
with the conference that the delegates to the following
national FFA convention recommended that the con-
ference be held annually in Washington, D.C.

Mational
FFA Building
Constructed

Ground was broken for the FFA building on July 24th,
1956. Three years later the new bullding was dedicated
on July 2dth, 1959, Six months later the debt on this
$350,000 building was paid in full. This beautiful brick
building of Colonial architecture is located on 33 acres of
land that once was part of George Washington's estate.
The building is used by the Future Farmers Supply Serv-
ice, The National Future Farmer magazine staff and by
other employees of the FFA. (For more information
about the FFA Building refer to the chapter on the Na-
tional FFA Center.)

FFA International
Exchange Programs

During the fall of 1959 Norman Brown, National FFA
Secretary, and Wm. Paul Gray, National Executive Sec-
retary, represented the FFA and the Department of State
on a goodwill tour of the Far East where they participated
In the tenth Annual Convention of the Future Farmers of
Japan, They met with youth In Talwan, visited the Future
Farmers of the Philippines and students of vocational
agriculture in Thalland, which the following vear or-
ganized the Future Farmers of Thalland. Enroute home
they stopped for visits with two FFA chapters in Guam.

Vice President Joe Hughes represented the FFA at the
.5, Information Agency’s Exhibition on American
Youth in West Berlin, Germany, In September 1960. He
told German youth about the FFA and American agri-
culture.

P_F C. Dan Dunham relumad to tha new
Mational FFA Center in 1953 1o join FFA
President Adin Hesler in dedication cara-
mionies for the new facility, Dunham, who
was FFA Fresident in 1956, had condusied
ihe ground breaking ceremonles threa
years earlier
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At the national FFA convention that fall international
guests were present from China, Irag, Nepal, Jordan,
Philippines, Thailand, British Guinea, Panama, India,
Norway and Surinam.

The FFA participates annually in training programs for
representatives from foreign countries. Adult advisors
from Japan, Thailand, Philippines, Panama, Taiwan,
Brazil, Colombia and Guaternala have been served by
these programs.

Changes in
National Leadership

On Movember 1, 1961, Dr, William T. Spanton re-
tired as Director of the Agricultural Education Branch in
the U.5. Office of Education and as National Advisor of
the FFA. He had served as National Advisor since
April 1, 1941, Dr, A. Webster Tenney was appainted
Director of the Agricultural Education Branch and be-
came MNational Advisor of the Future Farmers of Amarica.
D, Tenney came to the L5, Office of Education in 1943
from Florida and served until 1957 as National Executive
Secretary of the FFA. Under the direction of Dr. Spanton
he helped organize the Future Farmers of America Foun-
dation, and was instrumental in the establishment of the
Future Farmers Supply and The National Future Farmer
magazine. For eight years while he was serving as Execu-
tive Secretary of the FFA he also served as Program Spe-
cialist in Agricultural Education for the 13 states in the
Central Region,

Dr. Henry 5, Brunner, who had served as Direcior of
the Mational FFA Band retired during the 34th national
convention in 1961,

Mational FFA
Activities

The Mational FFA Office, in cooperation with Massey-
Ferguson, launched a cooperative program in 1962 to
provide apprenticeship training for four oulstanding
teachers of vocational agriculture in preparation for state
FFA staff employment.

Mr. &, R. Ninnes, Director of Agricultural Education,
Adelaide, South Australia, extended greetings at the
35th national FFA convention, In 1962, from the Future
Farmers of South Australia,

Delegates to that convention recommended to the Na-
tional Board of Student Officers and Nafional Board of
Directors that the FFA cooperate with the Peace Caorps to
assist in the establishment of programs for the improve:
ment of agriculture and rural life in developing countries
throughout the world. During the summer of 1962 board
members me! with Sargent Shriver, Direclor of the Peace
Corps, and tentative plans were made for the FFA to
assist the Peace Corps by sponsoring an international
project.

In 1963 the FFA agreed to sponsor an FFA Peace
Corps project in West Pakistan. The FFA employed
Lloyd Wiggins, a former teacher of vocational agriculture
in Oklahoma, to administer the project. A total of 34
volunteers went to West Pakistan and helped in the de-
velopment of agriculture, the improvement of home life,
the upgrading of health for rural people and the develop-
ment of rural leadership. At the request of the Peace
Corps, Dr. Tenney, Mational FFA Advisor, visited the
volunteers in West Pakistan and conferred with leaders in
agriculture and agricultural education in Thailand, the
Philippines and Japan.

The FFA celebrated its 35th anniversary in 1963, That
vear there were 8 368 local chapters of the FFA with a
membership of 395,812, The National Future Farmer
magazine reported a paid circulation of 283,704 In 1963
and 938 chapters participated in the official FFA calendar
program. The Future Farmers Supply Service sold nearly
£1.5 million worth of official merchandise that year and
the Mational Treasurer announced that the FFA Founda-
tion, since it was incorporated, had provided over two
million dollars in incentive awards to FFA and NFA mem-
bers.

An addition to the FFA Building was completed in
1963 at a cost of $90,000. This addifional space was
used as storage for the Supply Service and for office and
waorking space.



NFA Members
Become
Future Farmers

For many years Black students of vocational agriculture
in several states belonged to the New Farmers of Ameri-
ca. For several years leaders of both organizations had
been working together to merge the New Farmers of
America and the Future Farmers of America. [For a full
report please refer to the chapter on the History of the
NFA.)

Their goal became a reality when the NFA actually be-
came a part of the FFA in October 1965 at the national
FFA convention. The National NFA Chorus made its |ast
official appearance at the convention. At the first concert
given at the convention by the chorus the thousands of
FFA members gave the chorus a long and enthusiastic
standing ovation.

In an impressive ceremony the national offlcers of the
NFA presented the emblems of their office to be placed in
the archives of the FFA. The last presentation was made
by Rudolph Pinson, National President of the NFA, when
he took off his officlal NFA jacket and gave it to Kenneth
Kennedy, Mational President of the FFA, to be placed in
the archives. Kenneth then presented Rudolph an official
FFA jacket. This act symbolized the transfer of NFA
members to the FFA. Rudolph Pinson said:

“In this merging the Mew Farmers of America with the
FFA we are pleased to bring to the Future Farmers of
America more than 52,000 students of vocational agricul-
ture who believe in the dignity of farm work and that we
shall prosper in proportion as we put knowledge and skill
in agricultural cccupations,”

New National
FFA Advisor

Dr. A, W._Tenney, National Advisor of the FFA from
November 1961 to November 1965, was named Direc-
tor of Organizational Relations for the Division of Voca-
tional and Technical Education, in the U.5. Office of
Education, Since he was asked to serve the entire field of

vocational and technical education he resigned as Na-
tional Advisor of the FFA.
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H. Neville Hunsicker, newly appointed Chiet of Agri-
cultural Education, U.5. Office of Education, was named
Mational FFA Aduvisor at the 38th national FFA conven-
tion in 1965. Mr. Hunsicker was the first National Advisor
who was a former student of vocational agriculture and
FFA member.

A graduate of Virginia Palytechnic Institute and the
Ohio State University, Hunsicker taught vocational agri-
culture from 1931 to 1935 in West Virginia, and served
as State FFA Executive Secretary in West Virginiafor 11
years. In 1946 he became the head State Supervisor of
Agricultural Education in West Virginia and served in that
capacity until 1952 whan he became a member of the
staff of the Division of Vocational and Technical Educa-
tion of the U.5. Office of Education, as Program Special-
ist in Agricultural Education for the North Atlantic Re-

gion.

National FFA
Activities

During the summer of 1965 the National FFA Officers
met with President Lyndon Johnson, Vice President
Humphrey and other national leaders, Mr. Humphrey
accepted an invitation to address the national FFA con-
vention in October. When it was impossible for him to be
present at the convention, he talked to those in atten-
dance at the convention by long distance telephone from

Washington,
The delegates to the 36th national FFA convention in

1965 vated to raise the national FEA dues from ten to
fifty cents so each member could receive The Natianal
Fulure Farmer magazine. The number of subscriptions to
the magazine had been increasing annually and many
state FFA associations were already submitting funds so
that each member could receive the magazine. When the
official FFA magazine began mailing to all members of the
organization it marked the achievement of a long time
gaoal of the FFA.

Mels Ackerson, Mational FFA President 1963-64,
made a report on the FFA exchange program with the
Future Farmers of Mexico and introduced representatives
of the FEM,

Elmer J. Johnson, an employee of the U.S, Office of



Education who, since 1947 served as superintendent of
the National FFA Judging Contests in Kansas City an-
nounced his retirement in 1963, Johnson, who was one
of the pioneers in teaching vocational agriculture and
serving as a chapter advisor, was honored for his service
to vocational education and the FFA in the presentation
of a special plaque at the 1965 National FFA Conven-
tion. Even after his retirement My, Johnson continued his
active involvement in the FFA through his involvement in
gathering and cataleging historic information and memo-
rabilia on the FFA to start an FFA Archives. As a result of
his voluntary efforts, the FFA has a system for collecting
and cataloging information about the founding and de-
velopment of the organization.

For a number of years increased emphasis had been
given in vocational agriculture to the various agricultural
occupations. People began to realize, however, that agn-
culture was more than just farming. At the 1966 National
FFA Convention the delegates recommended that a spe-
clal committee be appointed to study the possibility of
establishing new national FFA awards for members
achieving excellence in related fields of agriculture. As a
result of the committee’s work the FFA developed many
new awards for members involved in these occupations.

One of the slgnificant additions to the national FFA
conventions took place in 1966 when "Careers in Agri-
culture” exhibits were placed [n the basement of the audi-
torium. These educational exhibits were so popular that
they became a regular part of the annual national con-
venhions.

Tha Agricullural Career Show which opensd lar
the first time in 1966 has become a pepular
altraction at {he MNalional FEA Conventions

An appropriate significant feature of the 40th national
FFA convention in October 1967, was a pageant en-
titled "Fifty Golden ‘Years.” This pageant gave recogni-
tion to the fifty years of vocational agriculture. It depicted
in many colorful scenes, the history of vocational agricul-
ture, the beginning of FFA and the broad program of in-
struction in agriculture.

One of the speakers at the convention was Honorable
Hubert Humphrey, Vice President of the United States.
Mr. Humphrey said;

“ have had the privilege this morming in this vast audi-
terium of talking to people who have the qualities of great-
ness, if they but will it.

“May you give of yourself to this country and may yeu
give of yourself to this world that needs your help so much.

But, above all, make something of yourself. Be 2 man! And
remember that in so doing you fulfill the promise ol Ameri-

Ca.

For the first time all of the major youth organizations in
vocational and technical education were represented at
the national FEA convention. These organizations in-
cluded the Future Homemakers of America, Distributive
Education Clubs of America, the Office Education Asso-
clation, and the Vecational Industrial Clubs of America,
The representatives extended greetings to the FFA.

Plans were made for the development of appropriate
FFA archives at the National FFA Center, Mr. E. J.
Johnson, former Program Specialist, Agricultural Educa-
tion, was emploved by the FFA to catalogue documenis,
reports and artifacts, The stales were asked to cooperate
by providing information and items that should be dis-
played or kept in the archives,

The FFA Foundation continued to grow. The Founda-
tion started providing new Agricultural Proficiency
Awards in Matural Resources Development, Agribusiness
and Placement in Agricultural Preduction. The FFA em-
ploved John Foltz formerly of The National Future Farm-
er magazine staff as coordinator for the Foundation.

The FFA was host to B5 Young Farmers from West
Germany In the spring of 1967. The state assoclations
were invited to retumn the visit, As a result 65 FFA mem-
bers and adults visited agricultural groups, farms, and
agricultural industry and lived with farm people in the
United Kingdom, Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands,
and West Germany in June 1968,



Several thousand brochures, "FFA, What it is and
Dioes," were translated and printed In Spenish, German
and Portugese.

The Handbook for Mational Officer Training was ex-
panded and revised and was made available for use in
training state and local officers.

Seven sub-regional leadership conferences were heid
during the year that involved state officers from 45 state
associations.

The 40th anniversary of the FFA was celebrated at the
national FFA convention in October 1968. More than
13,000 members and friends were present. It was re-
ported thal there were 443,041 members in 8.592 chap-
ters. Richard M. Nixon, candidate {or President of the
United States, was introduced and extended greetings.
Mr. Nixon said:

“Looking to America's futire, | know of no group that
has in their hands more srengih, the power, not only to
feed America, and clothe America, but to lead America,
than the Future Farmers of America.”

Gary Swan, National FFA President 1966-1967, rep-
resented the organization in Brazil during the summer,

For several years there had been a large increase in en-
rollment of students in vocational agriculture who were
preparing for agricultural careers other than farming, At
the National Outleck Seminar on Agricultural Education
in 1968 it was recommended that greater emphasis be
given to the name FFA rather than the Future Farmers of
America. FFA was believed to be more acceptable to
those students in agribusiness areas yet was also satisfac-
tory for those preparing for careers in production agri-
culture.

In 1969 an important change was made In the FFA
Constitution when delegates to the 42nd national FFA
convention voted to strike out the word “Associate” and
insert the word “Alumni” to Article IIl, Sections A and C.
This became the foundation for the launching of the FFA
Alumnl Association,

Another significant change was made in the Constitu-
tion by amending Article IV, Section B, by striking out the
word “male.” Now girls were officially members of the
FFA and could benefit from all the rights and privileges of
membership. This brought the Constitution up to date
since many girls were enrolling in vocational agriculture
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to prepare lor careers In agriculture and were joining the
FFA.

In 1969 Dan Reuwee from Ohio was employed by the
FFA as Director of Information. Reuwee replaced John
Farrar who had been in the position since April 1947

A delegation, representing the Future Farmers of
Colombia, attended the national FFA convention in
1970, and presented a gold plate to the FFA in apprecia-
tion of the youth of their country for assistance in the
forming of Future Farmers of Colombia.

The Agricultural Career Exhibits at the national FFA
conventions continued to grow in numbers and service to
EFA members. Thirty-two exhibitors from asscciations
and professional societies were present at the 43rd na-
tional FFA convention in 1970,

Daonald M. McDowell, formerly Secretary of Agricul-
ture in Wisconsin and a former vocational agriculture
teacher, was emploved by the Foundation in 1969 to
serve as Executive Director of the Mational FFA Founda-
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tion Sponsoring Committee. Robert Seefeldt, a voca-
tional agriculture instructor in Minnesota and participant
in the FFA Fellowship program, was emploved that year
as Manager of Contests and Awards of FFA,
A contemporary and challenging educational commu-
nity improvement program was launched by FFA in
1971. The program called Building Our American Com-
munities (BOAC) was designed to encourage FFA chap-
ters to get involved in action projects to make their com-
munities better places in which to live and work. The
BOAC award program came about at a time when the
Federal Government was emphasizing the development
of rural communities. The goal was to make rural com-
munities more attractive places in which to llve and work
and reduce the flow of population from rural to urban
areas.
The BOAC program provided new opportunities for
FFA chapters to organize for action and to serve thelr
communities. The first BOAC awards were given to
chapters at the national FFA convention in 1971. Chap-
ters were rated National Gold, Silver and Bronze. Four
regional winners were selected and honored at the na-
tional convention, and one was chosen national winner,
These top FFA chapters were:
Berrien Chapter, Mashville, Georgia, Mational Winner
Big Walnut Chapter, Sunbury, Ohio, Central Regional
Winner

Silverton Chapter. Silvertan, Oregon, Pacific Regional
Winner

Newbury Chapter, Newbury, Vermont, North Atlantic
Reglonal Winner

In April 1971, H. M. Hunsicker, National FFA Advi-
sar, announced new responsibilities for FFA leaders
W, Paul Gray, National Executive Secretary, was
assigned broader FFA responsibilities and was asked to
provide guidance in new FFA programs, in addition to
planning and coordinating the national FFA convention
held annually in Kansas Clty, Missouri. C. Coleman
Harris, FFA Program Specialist, was assigned responsi-
bility for coardinating activities of the national FFA offi-
cers including the annual good-will tour., in addition to his
continuing responsibilities for national and regional FFA
leadership conferences and the National FFA Commu-
nity Development Program.

Eaward J. Hawking

Harry Andrews

Edward J. Hawkins, Manager of the FFA Supply Serv-
ice, was named Administrative Director of the FFA in
1971 and Harry Andrews was appointed Manager of the
Supply Service and Stan Allan was named comptroller,

A new informative and popular feature was added to
the program in 1972 at the national convention. By the
use of three screens a visual slide program was presented
which featured new FFA developments,

In March 1972 the FFA Organization began laying the
groundwork for a new communications effort to establish
better contact with state associations, teacher educators
and local FFA chapters. More than 100 state supervisory
personnel, teacher educators, teachers and the six na-
tionial FFA officers were in Washington, D.C. as partici-
pants in an Update Seminar. The four day meeting
brought FFA leaders together to discuss FFA activities
underway in the BOAC program and other FFA contest
and award programs. Participants were also involved in
making recommendations for the course of the FFA for
the '70s and how the organization could more closely tie
in with the instructional program.

The seminar resulted in the following goals for the
Operation Update communications program:

Every teacher prepared to use the FFA
Every student an active member
Every chapter a superior chapter and
Every community with a united alumni thrust
Using these guidelines the FFA program staff set about

preparing an informational program that would achieve
these goals.



In July and August 1972 FFA Program Staff and Na-
tional Officers traveled 1o several locations throughout
the nation to present the Operation Update program to
State FFA Officers, State Vocational Education Depart-
ment staffs and teacher educators, The content of Opera-
tion Update Programs included information about FFA
programs and ideas for using FFA awards and activities
more effectively to benefit students.

The FFA Chapter Guide was intraduced in the Opera-
tion Update program as a new, more organized system
of providing FFA chapters the materials they needed to
participate in national FFA programs and activities.

Operation Update marked the beginning of a renewed
effort by the National FFA organization to communicate
more closely with teacher educators, teachers and stu-
dents enralled in teacher education. It was also the be-
ginning of an Increased emphasis in FFA award programs
in non-production areas of agriculture. An effort was
made to encourage FFA chapters to upgrade their chap-
ter programs of activities and to increase the membership
and invalvement in FFA.

Operation Update proved so effective and was so well
accepted that a similar, more refined program communi-

\ / B i
Tim Burka, National FFA President, 1871-72,
accepls a wood carving of the Great Seal ol
Jamaica from the Honorable Gerald Groves,
Jamaican Counsul-General, In recognition of
the lewa FFA Association's efforis to help
Jamaica initizle a pig chain amang agriculture
siudenls.
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cations effort called “Thrust "75" was conducted in the
spring of 1975 and the FFA organization made plans to
conduct similar programs on a three year rotational basis

In 1972 Tim Burke, Mational FFA President and
Lennie Gamage, Director of International Programs,
visited the Youth Development Agency and Youth Clubs
of Jamaica. One outcome of this visit was the develop-
ment of an FFA-Jamalcan Plg Chain Project. Under the
leadership of Tim Burke more than 100 FFA chapters in
lowa cooperated with the national FFA organization in
sending twelve registered bred gilts and two boars to
Jamaica for use in starting a MNatianal Yeouth Pig Chain
there.

FFA Alumni
Association

A Matlonal FFA Alumni Association was organized on
May 12, 1972, In Chicago, lllinols, with representatives
from 33 states present, The idea of an FFA Alumni Asso-
ciation was not new. National FFA convention proceed-
ings In the early 1930s contain commillee reports which
recommended objectives for an alumni organization.
Gus R, Douglas, Commissicner of Agriculture in West
Virginia, and former National President of the FFA, was
elected chairman and presided at the organizational
meeating,

The first annual meeting was held in October 1972, in
the Music Hall of the Municipal Auditorium in Kansas
City, Missouri

The growth and inflluence of this organization has
steadily increased. Jay Benham, a teacher of vocational
agriculture in Ohio, was selected In 1971 to serve as
Administrative Secretary of the Assoclation. (For a com-
plete report on the FEA Alumni refer to the chapter on
this organization. )

The d46ih national FFA convention, held In Cctober
1973, set another attendance record with maore than
15,000 in attendance. Julie Nixon Eisenhower addressed
the convention as one of the featured speakers.

Two new national FFA contests were recommended
by delegates to the convention, They proposed the start-
ing of a parliamentary procedure contest at the 1974 na-
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tional FFA convention, The other contest recommended
was horse judging, to be held in Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa.

The administrative structure of the National FFA Cen-
ter was reorganized in 1973 into five major divisions
which were designed to serve chapters, state associations
and promote FFA and vocational agriculture. These divi-
sions were FFA Supply Service, The MNational Future
Farmer magazine. Program Planning and Development,
the FFA Alumni Association and Fiscal and Accounting.

In 1973 the FFA Building Cur American Communities
program had been in operation for three years and al-
ready some significant achievements had been made as a
result of FFA interest in community development, A film
produced in 1971 in cooperation with the Farmers Home
Administration of the USDA titled “Build Our American
Communities” was widely used and inspired many chap-
ters to participate in BOAC activities. As a result of the
active participation in BOAC by FFA chapters and the in-
terest of the USDA in the vocational agriculture program
a new Rural Youth Loan program was implemented to
enable young people to obtain loans from the Farmers
Home Administration for income-producing projects in
connection with their participation in FFA activities. It was
hoped that these loans would encourage more young
people to remain on farms and in rural areas.

Efforts by FFA chapters to improve and beautify their
communities through participation in the BOAC program
were further enhanced in 1972 when the first Rural Re-
habilitation Trust Funds were made available in some
states. By 1977 the Rural Rehabilitation Trust fund, a
program created during the Depression to help build rural
areas, had provided over $111.000 in five states for
chapter community improvement projects.

The FFA magezine published and mailed six issues in
1973, totaling 2,700,000 copies. The magazine went to
every member and a growing number of subscribers with
a special interest in FFA.

It was reported at the 1973 MNational FFA& Convention
that the FFA Alumnl Association was growing in a satis-
factory manner. There were 44 chartered State FFA
Alumnl Associations. An FFA Alumni emblern was
adopted and membership pins and other FFA Alumni
supplies were made available from the FFA Supply Serv-

ice.

William Kuhfuss, President, American Farm Bureau
Federation; Orion Samuelson, Farm Service Director,
WGN Radio and TV, and the Honorable Jerry Litton,
L1.S. Congressman from Missouri, were recipients of the
first FFA Alumni “Outstanding Achlevement Award," for
their contributions and service to American agriculture
which reflected honor upon the FFA and programs of vo-
cational agriculture. These awards were presented at the
national FFA convention in 1974

President Ford
Attended 47th
National FFA
Convention

Through the years the FFA held many important na-
tional conventions. These included the Victory Conven-
tion Celebration and the Silver Annlversary Convention,
which was attended by President Dwight Eisenhower. A
new milestone was reached in 1974 when 17,422 mem-
bers. advisors and quests attended the 47th national FFA
convention in Kansas City, Missouri. It was the biggest
and many who attended said it was one of the best FFA
conventions ever held.

There was an aura of excitement in the packed Munici-
pal Auditorium as members and news photographers
readied their cameras and recordets and television crews
hurrtedly prepared for the big moment. FFA state presi-
dents were seated on the stage. This was the kickoff ses-
sion of the national convention and the guest speaker
was President Gerald RB. Ford. A last minute decision
was made to carry the speech live from the National FFA
Convention on network television,

The President had chosen the FFA canvention to
make a major address on the economy. The speech,
which elaborated on his WIN (Whip Inflation Now) cam-
paign, was broadcast live to millions of American televi-
sion viewers. President Ford borrowed from the FFA
creed in asking Future Farmers to have confidence in
themselves, our government and our free competitive
society.



“It |s my observation and view that the American people
are hunary for some tough stuff to chew on in this (Infla-
tion) crisis,” the President said. "l don't know of any better
place to look to the future of America than right here n the
13,000 faces of the Future Farmers of America,” the Presi-
dent added

Faollowing the President's speech, FFA President Mark
Mavyfield awarded him the Honorary American Farmer
Degree.

Another guest speaker at the conventon, Secretary of
Agriculture Earl Butz, titled his remarks in the form of a
challenge, "Become Hunger Fighters." Buiz urged FFA
members to join the all-out effort to produce food for
export around the world as well as for use in the United
States,

Randy Harris of Clovis, New Mexico, won the national
FFA Public Speaking Contest. His toplc was “The Com-
ing Famine.”

The delegates to the convention, after thorough dis-
cussion, voted to increase annual dues for FFA members
to $1.50. Another significant item of business was passed
by the delegates, the redesigning and renaming of the
four reglans of the Mational FFA Organization, North
Carolina, Virginia and Ohio were added to the MNorth
Atlantic Region, which was renamed the Eastern Region.
Oklahoma and Texas were added to the former Pacific
Region and was renamed the Wesiern Region. The other
regions retained their names.

It was announced at the convention that the FFA
Foundation Spansoring Committee had exceeded its
goal of $554,000 for 1974, At convention time, cash and
pledges totaled $569,000, a new record in Foundation
cantributions.

It was anather outstanding FFA eonvention and the re-
action of the public to the convention and to the FFA was
gratifying. One of the most complimentary letters re-
ceived by President Ford at the White House, conceming
his address to the Future Farmers of America, was from
Jane Marie Murray of West Palm Beach, Florida. She
said:

*I feel compelled to express to you the sheer dalight and
overwhelming pride which | received while viewing vour
audience that evening, to-wit: that handsome group of
American youth, the Future Farmers of Amerca. | honest-
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ly cannot remember when | last saw that many cutstanding
young people in one gathering! [t was a pleasure, and [
only wish vou might have made mention of the same at
that time because | fee! such a group deserves quite a
round of applause. Each and every one presented the
clean-cut, intelligent, alert, eager, and conscientious ap-
pearance the "model” young American citizen should
project.”

Thrust ‘75

The success of the “Update” program in 1972 led 1o a
continued effort by FEA staff to establish better communi-
catlons with state associations and teacher educators. In
1975 FFA Staff and Natignal Officers once again pre-
sented an extensive communications program ""Thrust
'75" with the idea of increasing awareness of FFA pro-
grams and actlvities and encouraging chapters and mems-
bers to participate more actively. Thrust ‘75 meetings
were held in 25 locations and over 1,000 state officers,
teachers, teacher educators and state vocational agricul-
ture/FFA personnel attended.

Food for
America Program

The FFA, in cooperation with 2 number of donors 1o
the FFA Foundation, launched a Food For America Pro-
gram in 1975 introducing the program during the Thrust
75 workshops. It was a program to involve vocational
agriculture students in communicating to elementary
school children the story of how food gets from farm to
consumer. The program was an expansion of the work
previously done by FFA chapters, such as operating



74

)
&
2 For Al‘&

FFA TELLS THE STORY

children’s barnyards and providing information on agri-
culture to children in the elementary schools. The main
purpose of the Food For America Program was (o pro-
vide an organized approach, including specially designed
reference materials, to help teachers and FFA members
communicate more effectively with elementary students.

The program involved introductory discussions, visual
presentations, field trips, demonstrations or exhibits and
follow-up discussions by FFA members and instructors,

The FFA pravided complete Food For America kits for
use in this important informational program.

MNational and
International
Activities

Alpha Triverte, National FFA President. accompanied
Vice President Nelson Rockefeller on a visit to London,
England, in 1975 to participate in the dedication of the
opening of a Bicentennial exhibit called “The World of
Franklin and Jefferson.”

Final approval was given by the National FFA Board of
Directors, at their July 1975. meeting, for a new Farm
Business Management contest. The first contest was to be
held in 1976 and was to be designed to provide new
challenges and Incentives for farm management instruc-
tion in wocational agriculture classes. The contest grew
out of the need of students to become more knowledge-
able in economics as well as in the technical aspects of
production agriculture.

In 1975 D, F. David Matthews was appointed Secre-
tary of the Department of Health, Education and Wel-
fare. He was the first Cabinet member who was a former
student of vocational agriculture and member of the FFA.
D, Matthews was a member of the Grove Hill, Alabama,
FFA chapter and participated in many activities of the
chapter, including public speaking.

History was made at the national FFA convention in
1975, when Jim and Amy Etgen, from the Buckeye
Valley Chapter, Delaware, Ohio, both received their
#American Farmer degrees. They were the first married
couple to claim that dual distinction. Bath of these mem-
bers distinguished themselves in agricultural production
and FFA leadership, They met while Jim was chapter
president and Amy was serving as secretary.

In 1973 the FFA was Invited for the first time to send a
Dairy Catile Judging Team to the International Dairy
Judging competition in Builth, Wales. The invitation was
forwarded to the team which won the National FFA Dairy
Cattle Judging Competition at the most recent National
FFA Convention in Kansas City. The 1972 winner was
the Owatona FFA Chapter team from Owatona, Minne-
sota. Since 1973 five FFA Dairy Judging Teams have
represented the FFA in the International Contest. They
were:!

Owatona, Minnesota 1973

Huna, ldaho 1974

San Luls Obispo, California 1975

Austin, Minnesota 1976

Pleasant Hope, Missouri 1977

The Pleasant Hope, Missouri team which participated
in the contest In 1977 was the only team to win first place
honars in the international competition in the first five
vears the FFA participated in the contest.

The Honorable Jimmy Carter, a former member of the
Plains, Georgia FFA Chapter and ane time Governor of
Georgia addressed the 1975 National FFA Convention.
At that time Carter was a little known candidate for the
Democratic nomination for the U_S. Presidency. Many
whao attended the convention had never even heard of
Carter. In his address to FFA members Carter told how
the first elected office he ever held was that of FFA Chap-
ter Secretary. He went on to win the Democratic Momi-



nation and became President of the United States.

The Honarable John Connelly, former Governor of
Texas extended areetings to those In attendance at the
convention, The auditarium was filled with FFA members
and guests to hear Vice President Nelson A. Rockefeller
deliver a major address, in which he paid tribute to voca-
tional agriculture and the FFA for their great confribution
to the production of food and fiber, He challenged FFA
members to take advantage of their training, to become
outstanding leaders and 1o develop qualities of responsi-
ble citizenship,

The FFA made plans at the National FFA Convention
in 1976 to host the First World Conference in Agricultural
Education for Youth and Adult Leaders. It was agreed to
feature seminars on agricultural education and to hold
the first International Agricultural Olympics competition.
The conference was made possible by a grant from the
FFA Foundation, which was provided by Massey-
Ferguson, Inc.

FFA members present the Food For America program
1o elementary school children

Four former members of the FFA took part in the first
agricultural youth exchange between the United States
and the Soviet Union. The four were part of a 15-mem-
bet group under the auspices of the 4-H International
Program and spent three manths studying and working
on state and collective farms in Russla. The four were
Dale Posthumus, Michigan; Nell Bock, lowa; Joseph
Ortner, Colorado; and &lan Zeithamer, Morth Dakota.

Robert W. Cox, a native of Kentucky, was employed
in 1976 as Administrative Secretary of the National FFA
Alumni Assoclation to replace Jay Benham. A former
vocational agriculture instructor and FFA advisor, Cox
left the pasition of Executive Secretary of the Kentucky
FFA Assoclation to assume his new duties,

The nation’s bicentennial year, 1976, saw FFA chap-
ters across the nation involved in community activities to
celebrate the nation's 200th birthday. The National FFA
Organization, through its Celebrate ‘76 program sought
to recognize chapters for participation in special events
and activities

One major event in which the FFA was involved was
Farmfest '76 at Lake Crystal, Minnesota. Billed as the na-
tion's Bicentennial Salute to Agriculture, the week-long
Farmfest show drew nearly a million people from across
the nation. Hundreds of exhibits of farm equipment were
on display and field demonstrations were conducted on
the 1,000 acres of cropland. The FFA was invited to

FFA mambers from across 1he nation partizipated
in Farm Fest ‘TE at Lake Crystal, Minnesota
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participate by sending State Officers from all 50 states
to operate the Turn of the Century farm which was re-
constructed on the Farmfest Grounds, FFA members
dressed in bib overalls, straw hats and long dresses
hosted visitors to the farm in a tour of the farm house
and outbuildings,

FFA chapters that actively participated in Farmfest and
other FFA programs through the bicentennial vear were
given special recognition at the National FFA Conven-
tion. Certificates of participation were presented to over
500 chapters in recognition of their efforts to conduct
FFA activities which helped celebrate the Bicentennial,

Agriculture students from around the world joined
FFA members at the National FFA Convention in Kansas
City to participate in the First World Canference in Agri-
cultural Education for Youth and Adult leaders in
Movember 1976. Two hundred adult and student leaders
from 30 countries participated in the World Conference
and International Ag Olympics, a series of agricultural
cantests, which was held in conjunction with the con-
ference.

Attendance at the First World Conference in Agricul-
tural Education was far greater than expected. The key-
note speaker at the Conference was Dr, Robert Spitzer,
Ehirector of the Agency for International Development
Food for Peace Program. Delegates to the Conference
appointed a Planning Committee to begin work on a
second Wearld Conference for Youth and Adult Leaders
to be held in 1979 or 1980.

Alaska became the last of the 50 states to become a
chartered FFA Association. The presentation of the
Alaska charter at the 1976 Convention was the first new
charter granted since 1950 when Rhode Island was rec-
ognized as part of the National FFA Organization,

Convention deleqates paid special memaorial fribute to
Congressman Jerry Litton and his family. Litton, who
had been Mational FFA Secretary In 1956-57 was killed
with his family in a tragic plane aecident in August 1976
on the eve of his nomination as a candidate for LJ.5.
Senate. The memorial ceremony included presentation
of a portrait of Congressman Litton to the Agricultural
Hall of Fame.

In 1977 the FFA responded to an invitation from the
Soviet Union for an exchange of Youth by arranging for

Pregident Carter accepts an FFA Alumnl
Lite membership oiague leom 1977 Georpia
FF& President Glenn B. Smith.

a visit to the USSR by four National Officers. The officers
wha made the journey in May were Bruce Maloch, Ma-
tional Secretary, Julie Smiley, Western Region Vice
President, Rick McDaniel, Eastern Region Vice Presi-
dent and Sam Brownback, Central Resion Vice Presi-
dent, In return the Soviet Union sent a delegation of
four Russian members of the Communist Youth Organi-
zation to visit the United States with the FFA as their
host,

The FF& Washington Conference program for chap-
ter officers which began in 1969 set 2 new record of pari-
cipation by FFA Chapter Officers in 1977. More than
1,000 Chapter Officers and their advisors participated in
the week-long leadership and personal development pro-
gram In 1977.

In July 1977 State Presidents ance again traveled to
Washington, D.C. to participate in the annual State Pres-
|dents’ conference. The officers met and visited with ane
of the most famous former FFA members who is a life
member of the FFA Alumni Association —President
Jimmy Carter. President Carter recalled his background



in the FFA and told them how participation in the organi-
zation had helped mold his life.

“| began 1o learn about organizational structure and | be-
gan to learn about competition (in the FFA). | began to
learn how to make a speech. And | began to learn how to
work with other people. | also learned the value of agricul-
ture farm families. stability, commitment, (dealism, hope,
truth, hard work and patriotism from the FFA."

President Carter said he was proud to be “'pan of one of
the finest organizations on earth. I’ never lost its pride of
what has been and its vision of what can be in the future,”

Following President Carter's commenis to the State
Officers, National FFA President James Bode thanked
the President and presented him the first commemorative
medallion produced to mark the FFA organization’s
Gaolden Anniversary yearin 1978. Georgia FEA Presi-
dent Glen B. Smith also recognized the President and
his support of the FFA by presenting him a life member-
ship in the FFA Alumni Association.

In Summary

Yes, 2 lot has happened to the FFA over the past 50
vears. And if one thing ls certain, [t is that the FFA will
continue to change in the next 50 years, The history of
vocational agriculture and the FFA is a story of change.

It parallels the changes in agriculture in this nation. Just
as education of our nation's farmers has changed their
way of doing things, education itself has had to change
and adapt to meet the new demands of educated farmers
and ranchers who seek even more knowledge to increase
their productivity.

The FFA began as an organization for farm boys to
educate them in improved farm practices. As farm prac-
tices did iIndeed improve and farmers became more effi-
cient, people were able to move from the farm to cities
where they worked in ather parts of the nation’s indusirial
complex. Over the years farming became more depen-
dent an outside inputs from what we have come to call
“agribusiness,"” the businesses and industries that supply
feed, seed, fertilizer and machinery and process, handle
and market the goods produced by farmers. This has
meant an increased number of people employed in the
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agribusiness sector and a completely new challenge for
agricultural education and the FFA. Today the job of vo-
cational agriculture and the FFA is not just to educate
farmers but also to prepare young men and women for
careers in a whole variety of jobs both on the farm and in
agribusiness,

In its first fifty years the FFA has met the challenge of
change. Change has not come easy at times because tra-
ditions change slowly and new ideas must stand the test
of fime. As the FFA celebrates its 50th year the National
FFA Foundation will make available to FFA members
and chapters nearly one million dallars in incentive
awards and other programs to enrich their educational
program. In this 50th yvear FFA members have available
to them more and better references in the form of hand-
books, films and audio visual programs than at any time
in the organization's history, National FFA Officers
travel and meet with more FFA members across the na-
tion than at any time in the history of the FFA organiza-
tion. And the FFA organization itself, with over half a
million members, has reached a new peak in member-
ship. As the largest of the student vocational organiza-
ticns the FFA has indeed established itself as a leading
organization for young people interested in becoming
leaders In the field of agriculture




Administration of FFA

Before the FFA was organized in 1928 it was the re-
sponsibility of the states and local school systems to
administer the agricultural clubs, which were composed
of students of vocational agriculture and were operated
under the direction of teachers of vocational agriculture
and state supervisors of agricultural education,

Since most of the activities of these clubs were local
in nature, few serious administrative problems were en-
countered. When the national organization was formed,
serious guestions were ralsed by educational administra-
tors and government atiorneys concerning the propriety
of emplovees of the Federal and state governments and
local school boards deveting official time to the adminis.

tration of FFA, which was chartered as a private organiza-

tion.

Were the activities of the FFA an integral part of the
regular vocational agriculture program? Was the FFA a
youth organization which was to be conducted and ad-
ministered entirely by youth? What was the official and
legal relationship between FFA members and their ad-
visors? What was the responsibility of local teachers,
state supervisors and the emplovees of the Federal Board
for Vocational Education in the administration of the
affairs of FFA?

As the FFA programs increased in numbers and scope,
chapters became involved in buying and selling and other
money-raising activitles, such as crop and livestock pro-
duction on a fairly large scale. [t was determined that
minors could not be held legally responsible for such
activities and that adults must accept the legal responsi-
bility. School administrators asked questions concerning
the liability of the school and the local school board for
the business activities of the FFA. State and national
leaders in agriculture did not have adequate answers to
many of these legal questions.

When the first FFA constitution was written no ade-
quate provision was made for the administration of FFA.
Local chapters, state associations and the national or-
ganization could elect anyone they saw fit o be local
advisor, state advisor or national advisor. At the request
of the state supervisors of agricultural education the
national officers at the 1929 convention appointed a
national committee of adults to study the problem of the
administration of the organization

The committee appointed consisted of A. K. Getman
of New York, representing the North Atlantic Region,

E. E. Gallup of Michigan, representing the North Central
Region; William Kerr of ldaho, representing the Pacific
Region; Paul Chapman of Georgia, representing the
Southern Region:; and C. H. Lane, Chief of the Agri-
cultural Education Service, Federal Board for Vocational
Education, chairman.

The appointment of this committee was a major step
in finding solutions to the administrative problems faced
by the new organization of youth enrolled in vocational
agriculture.

The problem was complicated because of the relation-
ships of the Federal and state governments and the local
school boards in the administration of the Smith-Hughes
Act, which was passed in 1917, Education historically
had been a primary responsibility of the states, but edu-
cation which increases the productive capacity of the
Mation makes it necessary for the Federal government to
define its role and determine how it will participate.

The following are excerpts from the report of that
committee to J. C. Wright. Directar, Federal Board for
Vocational Education:

“ . The original premise upen which we base our
recommendation is that the program of the Future Farmers
af America is an integral part of and should be nextricably
linked with vocational educatian. As such, it merits the
guidance and leadership of teachers in communities, of
supervisars in states, and of your agricultural education
service for the Mation . . . the commities makes the
followlng recommendation:

“{1} That the Agricultural Educanon Service of the
Federal Board assume the administrative direction and
leadership of the Future Farmers of America by the desig-
natton of a mamber of the staff to devote part time to such
activities |

“(3) That proper administrative relationships and re-
sponsibilitizs be established and maintalned between the
Agricultural Education Service of the Federal Board, the
trustees of the Fulure Farmers of America, the state super-
visors of agricultural education, and local teachers and
advisors. To accomplish 1his we recommend that the Chief
ef the Agricultural Education Service, as national advisor
of the Future Farmers of America. appoint annually, a
committee of four state advisors —one representlng each
reginn— , . , and the committee be made advisory mem-
bers of the national board of trustees of the organization
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A Mational Advisory Council halpad give direction to the FFA Qrganization prior lo the passage of Public Law T4 which created
a National FFA Board of Directars, Members of the National Advisory Council which mat in Oclobar 1241 included (o r H, €.
Fatteroll, 5. M. Jackson, D. J. Howard, D. M. Clements, G H. Lana, W. T. Spanton. W A_Hoss, Hampien T, Hall, W. P. Beard,

J.H. Pearson, and Sam Hilcheock.

[tis imperative that such advisony members possess the

veto power, but not a votlng privilege. in the action of the
national board of rustees and the delegates at the national

conventlon.”

The recommendations of the national committee came
before the Federal Board for Vocational Education on
June 18 and September 18, 1930. The consideration of
this problem by the Board resulted in ¢concurrence in the
general principle involved. The Board asked for the
opinion of the Comptroller General on the legality of use
of Federal funds in the administration and supervision of
the Future Farmers of America.

The Comptroller's opinion was as follows:

Washington, September 12, 1930
*_ . . If Itis administratively determined that the co-
operation of the Federal Board for Vacational Education
with the organization known as ‘The Future Farmers of
America,’ as outlined above, [s a necessary expensa con-
nected with the execution and administration of the Act of
February 23, 1917 (The Smith-Hughaes Act) . . . the
appropriations for salaries and expenses of the Board will
be avatlable for the compensation of the persannel neces-
sary to carry out the suggested plan.”™
(Signed) J. K. McCarl
Comptroller General of the United States
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The ruling of the Federal Board for Vocational Educa-
tion and the opinion of J. K. McCarl, Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States provided the legal foundation
for the operation of the Future Farmers of America under
the Smith-Hughes Act until this problem was further
clarified by Congress in 1950 when it granted a Federal
Charter to the FFA. (Public Law 740, 81st Congress)

Many major changes were made in the national FFA
constitution and bylaws after the rulings by the Federal
Board and the Comptroller General. The first FFA con-
stitution provided for the election by the delegates of the
national advisor and secretary-treasurer. In order to pro-
vide a national headquarters in the Agriculiural Educa-

tion Service of the Federal Board for Vocational Educa-
tion, the constitution was amended to specily that the
national advisor should be the Chief of the Agricultural
Education Service and that the executive secretary
should be a member of his stafi. The separale job of
treasurer was added

The constitution provided for a board of rustees made
up of the six national student officers, the advisor, execu-
tive secretary and treasurer, Since the majority of the
rrembers of the board of trustees were youth it was
believed advisable to create an advisory council com-
posed of four state supervisors of agriculiural education,
with the national advisor as chairman. The chairman was

Publie: Law 740 created a Board of Directors and National Qfficers made up of tour regional program officers from the Oflice of
Education, four Stale Supervisors of Vecational Agriculiure representing sach af 1he oyt regions of the .5, ihe Mational

Advizar wha serves g5 Chairman of the Board, and the six National FFA Officars




given the power of approval at all imes for actions of the
board of trustees and delegates. The constitution was
amended to include the advisory council,

The members of the first advisory council, elected in
the spring of 1931, were J, A Guitieau of Washington,
E. E. Gallup of Michigan, D. M. Clements of Tennessee
and W. J. Weaver of New York.

The changes made in the constitution provided for a
definite and clear relationship between the FFA and vo-
cational agriculture on the national and state levels. Pro-
vision was made for closer adult guidance and super-
vision of the activities of the FFA. On a regional basis
states were also given representation on the advisory
council, These representatives helped develop important
policies for the organization.

&1

It was necessary ta further clarify the relationship of
the FFA to the teacher of vocational agriculture and the
state supervisor of agricultural education so it was in-
cluded in the national FFA constitution that the state
supervisor of agricultural education shall be the state
advisor and the local teacher of vocational agriculture
shall be local advisor.

The George-Barden Act, Public Law 586, which was
passed by Congress in 1946, strengthened the legal
standing of the FFA by recognizing the organization as a
part of the program of agricultural education in the
United Statas.

Even though the FFA had been incorporated as a pri-
vate youth organization for students of vocational agri-
culture under the laws of the state of Virginia in 1928 and

Bix Mational FFA Officars sefva a one-yaar term. They work ciosely with 1he Nalional FFA Exacutive Secrétarny and gthey FFA
pragram siaff.
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many other things had been done to strengthen the legal
standing of the organization there was need for further
authorization by the Federal Government to safeguard
the new developments that were under way,

When an announcement was made that the FFA
would launch a national FFA Supply Service and stan
publishing a National Future Farmer magazine Federal
attorneys suggested that a stronger legal relationship be
established between the FFA and the Federal Govern-
ment. They offered to assist in drafting legislation to

obtain a Federa| Charter for the FFA. Friends in Congress

volunteered to sponsor legislation to obtain the Charter.

In 1950 the 81st Congress passed Public Law 740, which

was signed by President Harry S. Truman,
The Act incorporated the Future Farmers of America.
It specified that:

“The United States Commissioner of Education, with
the approval of the Federal Security Administrator, is
authorized to make available personnel, services, and
facilities of the Office of Education requested by the board
of directors of the corporation to administer or assist in the
administration of the business and activiies of the corpara-
tion . . . The Commissioner, with the approval of the
Administrator, is alse authorized to cooperate with the
state boards for vocational education to assist in the pro-
motion of the activitles of the corparation, ™

The legislation provided for the national student FFA
officers to comprise a board of student officers with the
duty to advise and make recommaendations to the board
of directors with respect 1o the conduct of the activities
and business of the corporation.

The Act specified that the governing body of the cor-
poration shall be a board of directors composed of:

{1) The Chief of the Agricultural Education Service,
Office of Education, Federal Security Agency, who shall
act as chairman; (2) Four staff members in the Agricul-
tural Education Service; and (3) Four State Supervisors
of Agricultural Education.

Autheority was granted in the Act to publish a maga-
zZine, lo operaie a supply service and to do the other
things which were necessary to carry out the purposes of
the corporation

The Attorney General in certain states guesticned the
legal status of the FFA in the state. Legal questions were

This was the 1957-58 Board of Direciors and National Oticars.

also asked about the activities and relationships of the
local chapters to the public school system. Many local
advisors clarified that relationship by submitting the pro-
gram of activities of the chapter to the school adminis-
trators, including the local school board, for approval.
{For further information on Public Law 740 please refer
to the Appendix.)

The various state associations and local chapters of
FFA are administered under the provisions of Public Law
740. Their constitutions and bylaws include specific in-
formation concerning administration.
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Malianal FFA Siaff hold reguiar mastngs to discuss FRA pra- This was 1he National Ofticer \@am right after their elestion
in Kansas City in 1973 The olficers sarvi a ane-year 1enm

gramsand 1o plan activilies
during which they travel almos constantly visiting FFA
chaptars, participaling in conventions and promoting FFA
activities. The Mational Officers’ traval is paid By 1he Matignal
Crganization and each receives a schofarship al the and of

nis gr her term of oflice

The FF A Boaid of Direciors and Mational Qfficers in 1973 inc luded ({ront row [ 1o r) H: M. Hunaicker, Bruce Erath, Robar Hinlon,
Jenpy Goolsby, Dwight Seegmiller, Tim Dougherty, Zane Hansen, and Wm. Paul Gray; (back row | 1o rj Byron Rawls. James
Warran, Gorden Galpraith, John Lacay, Philip Haigni Gerald Barien, Ralph Oreassen. Julian Campbell and Homear Edwards
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Administration
of FFA
Funds

From 1928 through 1965 the national FFA dues were
10¢ per member. Until 1966 the maximum amount of
revenue received from annual dues was about $45,000.
The remainder of the income came from royalties on
merchandise bearing the FFA emblem, rent on the FFA
building, which housed the FFA Supply Service and The
National Future Farmer magazine, and interest on
investments.

A separate account was established for the FFA Supply
Service when it was opened for business in 1948, The
Supply Service began with an criginal investment loan of
$10,000 from FFA, which was repaid in 1949. A sep-
arate account was also established in 1952 for The Na-
tional Future Farmer magazine. An initial loan investment
of about £35,000 from FFA was also later repaid.

In 1957, a $202,075 building fund was established
using grants from the FEA Supply Service and transfers
from the general fund reserves. The fund was to be used
to construct the FFA headquarters building at Alexandria,
Virginia.

Effective July 1, 1966, the National FFA dues were
increased to B0¢ per member, which included a subscrip-
tion ta The National Future Farmer magazine.

In 1969 national FFA dues were increased to 1 per
member, including the FFA magazine subscription. At
the 47th national eonvention in 1975 national dues were
set at $1.50.

When the FFA Foundation was organized in 1944 pro-
visions were made in the Articles of Incorporation for the
national FFA treasurer to serve as treasurer of the Foun-
dation. The national FFA treasurer has continued to
serve in this capacity, but funds and accounting are kept
completely separate from FFA organizational accounts,

In 1970 it became apparent to the Board of Directors
that the different FFA operations had grown to the point
that control of funds, personnel, business activities, and
budgets needed to be centralized for efficiency. A Fi-
nance Committee was appointed by the Board of Direc-

tors to develop an administrative reorganization plan with
assistance from the FFA auditors. A plan which involved
the integration of all FFA funds into one checking
account, central accounting, personnel and purchasing
was recommended covering the operating divisions:
Supply Service. Magazine, Program Activities, Alumni,
Building and Grounds, and Financial Management.

The plan was recommended to and adopted by the
Board of Directors in January 1971, Edward J. Hawkins,
Manager of the Supply Service, was appointed Adminis-
trative Director to supervise the reorganization and ad-
minister the centralized aperations.

FFA accounts are audited annually by certified public
accountants and copies of these audits are presented to
the National Board of Student Officers and Board of
Directors for review. A copy of the audit is also submitted
to the Congress of the United States, as required by law.



The Future Farmers of America Foundation

Development of
The Foundation

The Future Farmers of America Foundation was incor-
porated under the laws of the District of Columbia on
March 29, 1944, The development of the National Foun-
dation was a logical outcome of the contest and award
programs of the FFA,

When students of vocational agriculture started to pat-
ticipate in livestock judging, crop production and other
contests it became appropriate to recognize the winners
by giving them recoegnition and awards. After the FFA
was founded in 1928 competitive activitles increased and
additional opportunities became available for the presen-
tatlon of awards to recognize outstanding achievemenits
by members and chapters. Many individuals, organiza-
tions and business firms offered appropriate prizes and
awards,

The Star Farmer awards, provided by the Weekly
Kansas City Star, were the best known of these, Other
awards included those for the national public speaking
contest, the judging contests and the national chapter
contest. The FFA soon found that it was becoming too
involved in award programs that were sponsored by
organizations and business and industry. Many donors
requested the privilege of presenting awards at the
national FFA convention at the time winners in the vari-
ous national contests were announced., This required
much time and created problems because some donors
requested exclustve rights to provide awards for certain
winners. As more firms became interested in the work of
FFA the organization realized that it would become
necessary to accept awards from some companies and
reject awards from other potential sponsors.

Some of the leaders in agricultural education became
fearful that too many awards might influence instruction
in vocational agriculture by encouraging students to work
for awards instead of developing a well-rounded pro-
gram in agriculture.

As the FFA grew in membership and became well
known nationally many of the large business and indus-
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trial firms became interested in providing stimulating
awards. During the 1940s a foundation offered $25,000
for a national FFA award program and a business firm
offered the same amount for an award program which
would be sponsored by that company. In 1943 two
compeling companies came to the national FFA office
during the same week and both offered to provide
$10,000 annually for an award program in their respec-
tive areas of interest, which they specified must bear the
company name, Mational and state FFA leaders realized
that action must be taken to make it possible for more
organizations and business firms to contribute, yet keep
the number of awards within reasonable limits.

Administration of
The Foundation

Dr. W. T. Spanton, then National FFA Advisor, and
the staff of the Agricultural Education Service consulted
with business leaders, state FFA advisors and others to
develop a plan that would allow business and industrial
firms to contribute to an FFA foundation with “no strings
attached.” It was agreed that the trustees of such a
foundation would implement an award program and
awards would be presented in the name of the founda-
tion rather than being exclusively spansored by individual
firms and organizations.

It was belleved that a board of trustees, composed of
persons working in the field of vocational agriculture,
would assure that awards offered by the foundation
would be compatible with the instructional program pro-
vided by teachers of vocational agriculture. It was agreed
that the board should be composed of four state super-
visors of agricultural education, four others who might
be either state supervisors or head teacher trainers, the
four regional representatives of the Agricultural Educa-
tion Service of the Office of Education, the National
Advisor, National Treasurer, and the National Executive
Secretary of the FFA. Provisions were also made for an
advisory commiitee, compaosed entirely of representa-
tives of the donors, whose furiction was to advise and
make recommendations to the board of trustees.
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Represeniatives of FFA Foundalion sponsor-
Ing busginess organizalions select the Star
Farmer of Americain 1957

The Future Farmers of America Foundation, Inc.,
which was incorporated in 1944 included the provisions
previously mentioned. Bylaws were adopted by the
Board of Directors and Student Officers. The first meet-
ing of the Board of Trustees, which was attended by all
the members, was held in Kansas City in October 1944,
The bylaws were revised and re-adopted.

Prior to the meeting In Kansas City a meeting was held
in Chicago on May 11, 1944, where the plans developed
for the Foundation were discussed by a group composed
of six magazine editors and representatives of 10 business
firms and organizations. Recommendations were ob-
tained from the group concerning the plans which should
be followed in raising money for the Foundation so an
effective award program might be established for FFA
members and chapters.

The structure and objectives of the Foundation were
waorihy but the plans to ralse money were incomplete
The first contribution to the Foundation, a check for
51,000, was presented by Country Gentleman maga-
zine, In the year ending June 30, 1945, 15 donors con-
tributed $40,931.72.

The list of denors during the first year includes Better
Farming Methods magazine of Mount Morris, lllinois;
Consumers Cooperative Association of Kansas City;
Country Gentleman magazine, Philadelphia; Deere and
Company, Maline, lineis; Farm Journal magazine,
Philadelphia; Firestone Tire and Rubber Company,
tikron, Ohio; General Electric Company, Schenectady,

New York; General Mills, Inc_, Minneapolis; Harry Fer-
guson Foundation, Detroit; International Harvester Com-
pany, Chicago: Maltby Foundation, Atlanta; Meredith
Publishing Company, Des Moines, lowa; Mid-States
Steel and Wire Company, Crawfordsville, Indiana;
Westinghouse Electric Corporation, Pinsburgh; and an
individual daner, Ray Cuff of Kansas City.

Funds contributed during the first year were used to
provide awards for state and national public speaking
contests, star state farmers, farm mechanics, farm and
home electrification and American Farmers travel to the
Mational FFA Convention. During 1945-46 awards pro-
vided by the Foundation included $6, 150 for state and
national awards in public speaking; $4,500 for awards of
$25 each to Amerlcan Farmers, and $14,700 to provide
state awards of $100 each for star state farmers, farm
mechanics, and farm and home electrification. State
associations were given $12,500 tor projects conducted
by those associations and $15 505,14 was set aside for a
guaranteed loan fund to provide loans to former FFA
members to help them get established in farming.

One of the objectives of the Foundation was: “To
financtally asslst deserving students of vocational agricul-
ture and younyg farmers under 30 years of age who are
former students of vocational agriculture, through loans
or grants, in becoming satistactorlly established In a farm-
ing oecupation.” Many believed that the guaranteed loan
fund would be one of the constructive programs of the
Foundation but it was never used and in later years it was
dropped from the program of the Foundation.

It was necessary to establish many palicies for the
Foundation during the first few vears. Palicies, such as
how donors might publicize their relationship to the
Foundation and the FFA and the reservation of the right
of the Foundation ta reject contributions from certain
donars because of the potential detrimental influence of
the donor on FFA members, were needed at once. Since
the Board of Trustees was made up of state and Federal
employees, it was not believed to be advisable for them
to engage in campaigns to solicit funds for the Founda-
tion. The Foundation was set up to receive funds that
might be donated but a policy was needed concerning the
plan that should be followed to obtain funds.



Fortunately maost of the first donors to the FFA Foun-
dation were companies and organizations that had been
supporting and premoting the FFA for many years. It was
found that when donors started partictpating in the FFA
Foundation their interest in the FFA and vocational agri-
culture increased. This interest led to many denors find-
ing other ways in which they could assist FFA and agri-
cultural education. Educational pamphlets, visual aids,
samples and farm machinery were made available {or use
by FFA members. One large national donor notified all
their units in the states and local communities of their
interest in the FFA and asked a representative to get
acquainted with the local teacher of agriculture to find out
if there were ways their company could be of assistance.
When the contributors learned more about the FFA
member and recognized him as a potential customer,
interest increased in the use of The National Future
Farmer magazine as a means to reach members by ad-
werhising.

Raising Funds for
Foundation

Leaders of the Foundation and danors realized the
need for a program to inform other companies and orga-
nizations about the award program of the FFA and the
Foundation,

This problem was solved by the donors by organizing
a committee to solicit funds for the Foundation. The com-
mittee was organized in 1946 and was composed of rep-
resentatives of the orlginal donors. The committee
named H. D). Millhone of the Firestone Tire and Rubber
Company as its first chalrman, and William Huff, FFA
Director of Public Relations and Information, secretary.

After thorough study and discussion the committee de-
cided that the best approach to soliciting funds for the
Foundation would be through letters written by an officer
of one of the donars. The sponsors believed that a letter
from a company officer would be read by the afficial to
whom it was addressed while a letter signed by an un-
known committee member might receive little attention.

One member of the committee, who took an active
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part in the meetings of the sponsoring committee, was
Frank W, Jenks. Vice-President of the International Har-
vester Company. Mr. Jenks had participated in fund rais-
ina campaigns for the Chicago Community Chest and
had many constructive ideas how funds might be raised
for the Foundation. The sponsaring committee asked Mr.
Jenks to become chairman of the committee and conduct
the first solicitation campaign. Mr. Jenks accepted and
began in early 1949 a campaign of making direct contacts
with potential donors.

This new approach proved to be quite successful and
during the year the number of donors to the Foundation
increased to 68 and the contributions to $102,706.

The following year John H. Kraft, President, Kraft
Foods Company, accepted an invitation from the spon-
soring committee to serve as chairman for 1950. He was
followed in successive years by Raymond Firestone,
Vice-President, Firestone Tire & Rubber Company and
Roger Kyes, Vice-President, General Motors Corpora-
tion. The sound procedure which was established by the
first sponsoring committee has been followed through
the years. Distinguished leaders from business and indus-
try have continued 1o serve as chairmen of the Founda-
tion sponsoring committee and have solicited funds for
the Foundation. A list of all of the persons who have
served as chalrmen Is included in this chapter.

The list of the chairmen of the sponsaring committee.
which includes presidents, vice-presidents, and chairman
of the boards of many of the nation’s major corporations,
reads like a “Who's Whe" in American business. Through
their eftorts, the FFA Foundation has grown from 15
donors who contributed $340,931.72 in 194510 1 446
sponsors who gave $838,541.02n 1976,

As contributions to the Foundation increased. addi-
tional awards were provided for the Future Farmers of
America and the New Farmers of America, (For addi-
tional information refer to the chapter on Awards and
Contests,} The Foundation began providing awards for
the national FFA judaing contests. Soil and Water Man-
agement, Dairy Farming and Farm Satety awards were
added. The funds for Amercan Farmer awards and for
state inittated awards were also Increased substantialiv.



Special Foundation
Projects

Consideration was given to ways in which the Founda-
tton might offer awards to members of local chapters to
recognize achievermnent and motivate them to higher
attainment. In 1950 the Foundation started providing
medals for chapter winners in seven award categories in-
cluding Farm Mechanics, Farm and Home Electrification,
Dairy Production, Soil and Water Management, Public
Speaking, Chapter Safety and Star Chapter Farmer,
These coveted awards were usually presented at the an-
nual FFA chapter banquet.

At the close of the 25th vear of the FFA the Founda-
tion had completed nine years of providing funds for na-
tional and state awards. During that period the Founda-
tion made available $596,932.32 for recognition and
awards. The reserve fund had grown to $120,208 58
by that date.

The FEA Foundation, as |t was set up in 1944 ran so
smoothly that few changes had 1o be made. Daonations to
the Foundation increased annually and each year new
companies and organizations joined the list of donors. As
the number of donors grew and the amount of money
handled increased, it became evident that eventually
changes would have to be made to meet the growing
needs of the expanding FFA program.

Consideration was given by the Board of Trustees in
1957 to the advisability of employing a full-time director
for the Foundation. Finally in 1966, money was bud-
geted for employing an executive secretary for the Foun-
dation but no action was taken.

As the Foundation grew, it became increasingly clear
that & full-time employee was needed to assist the Na-
tional Chairman. Although the Foundation received
generous support in time and effort from its volunteer
chairmen, it was observed that business executives did
not have the time or resources to carry on the extensive
fund-raising campaign needed to reach all potential FFA
Foundation investors.

In 1966 FFA Foundation Chairman Byron Nichols of
Chrysler Corparation recommended that a full-time em-

plovee be hired to coordinate FFA Foundation activities.
A committee including the Mational FFA Advisor H. N,
Hunsicker, National FFA President Howard Williams;
David Crandall, Public Relations Director of Chrysler
Corporation; and National FFA Executive Secretary
Wm. Paul Gray, met with Mr, MNichols and agreed 1o
recommend to the Board of Trustees that a person be
employed to coordinate FFA Foundation activitles.

The recommendation of the committee was accepted
and John Foltz of The National Future Farmer magazine
staff was employed as coordinator of the Foundation.

In 1967 L. W. Davis of Allis-Chalmers became Chair-
man of the Sponsoring Committee. In a meeting to dis-
cuss ways and means of increasing contributions to the
Foundation, Mr. Davis suggested that the only way to ob-
tain "real money” in the form of large investments would
be to allow companies and organizations to sponsor “spe-
cial projects” of $10,000 or more. Under Mr. Davis' pro-
posal sponsarship of an FFA program would give spon-
soring companies the right to be [dentified as the program
sponsor. In July 1968, the Foundation Board of Trustees
approved the idea of a Special Project concept.

About the same time Congressman Donald Rumsfeld
of lllinols leveled charges that the FFA was operating
illegally by using the Office of Education facilities. An
effart was made to separate the FFA from the Office of
Education, The FFA’s Federal Charter, P.L. 740, how-
ever, clearly stated that the FFA was an integral part of
education and the FFA to this day continues to maintain
close ties ta the .S, Office of Education. The action did
result, however, in the Office of Education forcing the
FFA to move its program operations to the National FFA
Center near Alexandria, Virginia,

In 1969 Mr, Foltz resigned his position with the FFA
Foundation and Donald McDowell, then Wisconsin Sec-
retary of Agriculture, was employed as Executive Direc-
tor of the Foundation sponsoring committee and began
work in April 19689, Mr. McDowell assists the Chairman
of the Foundation sponsaring committee in the solicita-
tion of funds for the Foundation.

The FFA Foundation was subsequently reorganized,
new articles of incorporation were drawn, and new guide-
lines and policles for operating the FFA Foundation were
submitted.
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Each year FFA members recognize FFA Faundation Sponsors prior 1o the Siars Cver Amerlca Pageant. A1 the 401h Matignal
FFA Convention Foundation Sponsars negrly lilled the tage

The Foundation articles of incorporation and bylaws
were changed to improve the effectiveness of the organi-
zatton. One of the most significant changes in the bylaws
was in the composition of the Board of Trustess. Origi-
nially, the Board was composed of four state supervisors,
four others who either were state supervisors or head
teacher trainers and four regional representatives of the

Agricultural Education Service of the Office of Education,

plus the National Advisor, Mational Treasurer and the
National Executive Secretary. The changes in the articles
provided for a Board of Trustees composed of three per-
sons representing Foundation sponsars, chosen by the
Governing Council of the Foundation Sponsoring Com-
mittee, two teachers of agriculture, two teacher educa-
tars, two state FEA executlve secretaries, four state su-
pervisors of agricultural education and two persons who
are members of the Office of Education staff having re-
sponsihilities in agricultural education. The National Ad-
visor, the Mational Treasurer. the National Executive
Secretary and the National FFA President were also
named to serve on the Board.

Another amendment to the bylaws changed the desig-
nation of contributors to the Foundation from “"Donors”
to “Sponsors” . The Board of Trustees gave careful con-
sideration to “Special Projects” so the sponsorshin of
these projects would not lead to a reduction in contribu-

tions to the general fund of the Foundation. These praj-
ects were (o be fully funded by the sponsor and credited
to the sponsoring organization

A 3

A reception and banguet priar (o the Thursdaygvening
SESSI0N gives sponsors and FRA members an apgor-
twnity to meet infarmaily



The number of special projects increased rapidly. In Other Special Projects
1977 the following special projects were belng con- Food for America (1974)
ducted: Building Our American Communities {1971}
FFA Instructional Program (1975)
Proficiency Award Programs World Conterence and Agricultural Olympics (1975)
Year Stars Over America Films (1972)
Sponsorship Golden Anniversary Films (1976)
R National Safety (1972)
Agricultural Electrification (1972) : Tor gl
E State Presidents’ National Conference (1972)
Agricultural Mechanics {1972)
¢ FFA Student Handbook (1976)
Agricultural Processing {1975 EFA Ad 's Haridbook 1974)
Agricultural Sales and/or Service {1973 visor's Handboo {
Beef Production (1974
Crop Production :[i-g;é; Other special projects were being planned by the
Dairy Production Board of Trustees of the FFA Foundation,
Diversified Livestock Production {1976} The Foundation established the following membership
I;r;:uilhy P;}ductlun 1 }g;g; categories to identify sponsor participation:
utdoor Hecreation
Sheep Production {1974) Star Sponsor $5,000 or mare
Forest Management {1975) Gold Sponsar 2,000 to 4,999
Home and Farmstead Improvement {1974} Silver Sponsor 50010 1,999
Fish and Wildlife Management {1971} Andividical E"’“Iﬂ 59;”5‘“ {gg to 499
Horse Proficiency {1974} ndividu xecutive sponsor or more
Placement in Agricultural Production (1975} Contributor Under $100
50"! and Water Management (1973} In 1975 a study was made of the sponsors of the FFA
Swine Production (1974} Foundation. The following comparisons show the major
‘II\-Iurf andé.:nd?ape Management Hg;;: sources of funds for the Foundation, by categories:
ursery Operatians
Fruit and/or Yegetable Production (1977} = S e .
ampanies aliars
Floriculture (1977) e Contrl- Star {39) Special (28)
1975 Individuals  buted Sponsors  Projects
Agri-Chemicals 56 31497 910 10 8
Contests Farm Equipment a9 129 (i) 10 9
Agricultural Mechanics (1972) FORC diid-venc = hIe J §
) ) Food (Including
Dajry Cattle Judging (1971) vl a5 50,465 i %
Livestock Judging (1972) Pemoleum 11 12,575 1 o
Farm Business Management (1976) Banking Instinitions 345 19,273 ] a
Poultry (1978) Farm Cooperatives 261 40,925 2 2
Milk Quality and Dairy Foods (1970) ~ Pessonsl o W50 - d =
Haorticulture (1974) Tozl G494 5517 488 31 gg

ME*L‘;JU&Q'HH [19?1# % of Grand Total _-Irl__ _BE Fi)




FOUNDATION CONTRIBUTIONS
FROM SPONSORS BY YEARS

1944 Organized 1961 $168,992.51
1945 £ 40,531.72 1962 191, 84639
1946 50,772.00 1863 201,534.53
1947 72.310.55 1964 211,497 .00
1948 71.778.00 1965 $21.415.68
1949 101,177.00 1966 221,260.00
1950 11197710 1967 224,980.00
1951 120.771.50 1964 230,026 .45
1952 193,853.00 1969 250,486.00
1953 173.529.0) 1970 276.304.50
1954 161.119.00 1571 335.225.00
1955 179058 (0 1972 427 885.00
1956 181,374 .00 1973 477.110.00
1857 186,078 .00 1974 57611494
1958 183417 BY 1976 680.145.11
1955 184,000.21 1976 B36,000.00
1960 163.557 .19

The FFA has undergane many changes since it was
founded in 1928 As agriculture and America changed,
the FFA adapted its program to keep up to date. In the
beginning the FFA served farm youth and tried to help
them become better farmers and leaders. While many of
its programs are still directed toward young men and
women in production agriculture, the FFA has expanded
in the areas of agribusiness and is thus reaching into
urban areas. Likewise the FFA Foundation has expanded
the awards programs to include awards in many new
areas, such as forestry, recreation, horticulture, and con-
servation.

In 1969, the Board of Trustees allocated foundation
funds to provide for a complete study of the 13 agricul-
tural proficiency awards then being offered. Consultants
representing teachers, teacher educators, supervisors,
industry and agricultural associations were called to
Washington, D.C. to make their recommendations for
improving this program. As a result new awards were
added to the proficiency awards. These new awards
were designed to be more compatible with elassracom
instruction and offer more opportunities to students in-
terested in careers In agribusiness and production agri-
culture.

In 1969, the FFA Foundation. recognizing the im-
portance of agribusiness, initiated the Star Agribusiness-
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man Award 1o provide recognition to the growing num-
ber of students studying agribusiness. The Star Agribusi-
nessman Award, which parallels the Star Farmer of
America Award, |s given to the student who has made
outstanding accomplishments in a business that supparts
production agriculture: The first Star Agribusinessman
winner was named at the 1969 natianal FFA convention,
The winner was Ken Dunagan from Wilcox, Arizona,
The abave summary, which represents one year of
contributions to the FFA Foundation, shows the broad
support which is provided by business and industry.
Since 1969 the wark of the Sponsoring Committes has
expanded greatly. The Executive Council of the Spon-
saring Committee is composed of the chairman, mwo vice
chairmen and the past chairman. They appoint the state
chairmen. This improved structure has resulted in a large
increase in the number of sponsors and increased con-
tributions to the Foundation. In 1976 1.446 sponsors
contributed $838,541.02 to the Foundation. When this
amount is compared to the $40,931 .72 conmributed in
1945, during the first year of the Foundation, one can
see the great progress made. The follow|ng table shows
thie dramatic success of the FFA Foundation in raising
funds for FFA incentive awards.
In 1977 funds were allocated by the Foundation for
incentive awards and special activities as follows:
Establishment in Agriculture Awards B2, 200

Agricultural Proficiency Awards 250,988
Special Recognition 3,000

Mational Chapter Award Program 15,500
Post-Secondary Program &7,720
Mational Chapter Safety Award Program £0,080

International Program 2520

Mational Contests 104,199
State Presidents’ Leadership Conference 22.447
State Initiated Program for Impraving

Agricultural Leadership 31800
Bullding Char American Communities 39,480
FFA Gelden Anniversary Fllm 25,000
Stars Over America Fiim 40,000
Food For America 32000
FFA Student Handbook 6,720
FFA Concept Film 17,375

Complete and detailed infarmation on the use made of
funds contributed to the FFA Foundation is available in
the Annual Reports of the Foundation.
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Foundation Sponsoring Committee Chairmen

1947-48 Harace D, Millhone, Manager, Farm Tire
Sales, Firestone Tire and Rubber Company

1949 Frank W. Jenks, Vice-President, Inter.
national Harvester Cormpany

1950 John H. Kralt, Chairman of the Board, Kraft
Foods Company

1951 Raymond C. Firestone, Vice-President, Fire-
stane Tire and Rubber Company

1952 Robert M. Kyes, Vice-President, General
Motors Corporation

1953 Chester H. Lang, Vice-President, General
Electric Company

1954 W. A. Roberts, President, Allls-Chalmers
Manufacturing Company

1955 A F Davis, Secretary, The James F. Lincaln
Arc Welding Foundation

1956 Clark W, Davis. General Manager, Grasselli
Chemicals Department. E. [. duPant
deNemours & Company

1957 John L. McCaffrey, Chairman of the Board,
International Harvester Company

1958 (Jan.-May) Hugo Reimer, President, Mitro-
gen Division, Allied Chemical Corporation
1958 {June-Dec.} Glenn B. Miller, President,

Allied Chemical Corporation

1959 Merritt D, Hill, Vice-President and General
Manager, Tractor and Implement Division,
Ford Motor Company

1960 Russell DeY'oung, President, Goodyear Tire
and Rubber Company

1961 John C_ Dentan, President, Spencer Chami-

cal Company

1962 Bruce Lourle, Vice-President, Deere &
Company

1963 J. W. Keener, President, B, F. Goodrich
Company

1964 Curry W. Stoup, President, New ldea Divi-
sion, AVCO Corporation

1965 L. W.Moaore, President, American Oil
Company

1966 Byron J. Nichols, Vice-President and General
Manager, Dodge Division, Chrysler Motors

Corporation

1967 M. G. O'Neil, President, General Tire and
Rubber Company

1968 L. W, Davis, Vice-President, Allis-Chalmers
Manufacturing Company

1969 Donald Danforth Jr., Executive Vice Presi-
dent, Ralston Purina Company

1970 S, W. White Jr., Vice President, White Motor
Company

1971 Fred Stines, Fublisher, Successful Farmer

1972 John E. Streetman, Vice-President, Allied
Mills, Inc

1973 A Malcolm McVie, President, Elance Prod-
ucts Company

1974 Robert L. Walston, Vice-President, Funk
Seeds International, Inc.

1975 Edward F, Carter, Executive Vice-President,
Firestone Tire & Rubber Company

1976 Robert W. Engle, Vice-President and Gen-
eral Manager, AVCO —New |dea Farm
Equipment Division

1977 David A. Phillipson, DVM, Vice-President
and General Manager, The Upjohn Com-
pany, Agricultural Division

1978 Clarke A. Melson, Group Vice President,
Carnation Company

After the FFA Foundation had been in operation for a
number of years many state FFA associations and local
chapters developed foundations. Most of these founda-
tions followed the pattern set by the Mational FFA Foun-
dation and have been quite successful.

Since the Future Farmers of America Foundation was
incorporated in 1944 it has served as a source of great
strength to the FFA by providing a structure where
leaders in agricultural education, business, industry and
crganizations can work together in making available
awards designed to encourage and motivate FFA mem-
bers and chapters. It has plaved a significant role during
the first 50 years of the FFA and it is expected to render
even greater service to the FFA during the next 50 vears.
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L5, Rubber Corp. was host to Mational Oticers when this photo was made during the 1880 Good-Will Tour. Visils by Matonai
Officers 1o sponsors helps business and Indusi iy s1ay in fouch with the FFA organization and gives tha FFA an opporiunity (o ex-

press appreciation far spongar supparnt



The FFA Supply Service

After the Future Farmers of Amaerica was organized at
Kansas City, Missourl, in 1928, there was a growlng de-
mand foritems bearing the FFA emblem. Thisled (o the
development, over a number of years, of many official
items for members of the organization.

In the beainning the organization selected certain items
bearing the FFA emblem and authorized companles to
produce and sell these tems direct to FFA members. The
organization approved the quality of the merchandise
and received a small rovalty on all sales. These items
included jewelry, clothing, awards, emblems and other
similar appropriate materials.

When Dr. A. W. Tenney became National Executive
Secretary in 1943, he found that it was necessary fora
teacher to write to 16 different companies to obtain all
the official FFA merchandise. Service was extremely
poor from some of the companles. This was partially due
to the fact that companies were not guaranteed that there
would be a demand for a speciic number of the items
sold and as a result frequently did not manufacture the
product until an order was received. It was not uncom-
mon for items such as plagues to reguire as much as
theee months for manufacture and delivery. This situa-
tion was studied carefully in order to improve the service
to FEA members. Visits were made to some of the large
retail chain stores that were handling merchandise for
youth croganizailons, such as the Boy Scouts of America,
A visit was made to'the Scout headguarters to study their
supply service. After careful study it became apparent
ihat the FFA would have to establish a supply service if
official FFA supplies were to be made readily available to
all FFA members and chapters,

Owear the years the proceedings of national FFA con-
venilons contain many references to delegate action con-
cerning the adoption of varicus items of official supplies
and of attemnpts made to keep unauthorized persons from
using the official FFA emblem. The problems faced in
connection with making the official FFA supplies avail-
able to members was thoroughly discussed by the Na-
tional FFA Board of Trustees in Washington, D.C. on
July 18, 1946, and a motion was passed, “That the
Board of Trustees recammend the oreanization of an
FFA supply service as soon as conditions permit.” At the
1947 national FFA convention a report of the committee
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on official merchandise was adopted by the delegates
recommending that the Board of Trustees establish a
supply service for the FFA,

The delegates agreed that a supply service should be
established for the following reasens:

1. To make all itemns of official FFA merchandise
available from one source,

2. Toinsure unifarmity in offlclal FFA merchandise,

3. To glve members the advantage of high quality
official merchandise at the lowest possible cost,

A poll was 1aken of the siates that year lo determine
the advisability of establishing a central supply service
for the FFA. The states voted in favor of starting a supply
service.

The delegates at the 1947 natlonal FFA convention
authorized a loan of 310,000 from the FFA treasury to
start the supply service.

Atlorneys advised against setting up the supply service
under the FFA's Virginia corporate charter. They pointed
out that the FFA Foundation charter was broad enough
to cover such a business and recommended that it be
ectablished as a branch of the Foundation. The FFA Sup-
ply Service was then organized under the Foundation
charter. Alter the FFA received a Federal Charter of [n-
corporation, the Supply Service was transferred from the
Foundation to the FFA organization in 1952.

The Supply Service opened for business in February,
1948. After careful investigation a decision was made to
use the facilities of the National FFA Camp to start the
Supply Service. W. A. O'Brien was employed as the first
manager and he was provided one full-time secretary,

E. D, Tyler, Camp Manager, also devoted about one-half
his time to the Supply Service, The staff was gradually
expanded.

A small folder was prepared showing the official FFA
items that were to be made avallable during the first year
by the Supply Service. Six items were advertised for
sale: the now famous blue corduroy jacket, a blue sport
shirt, a white T-shirt and a softball uniform consisting of
cap, Jersey and pants. When this folder was mailed to
FFA chapters throughout the Nation, hundreds of orders
were sent In Immediately. There was not enough staff to
process these orders quickly, Some of the orders were



not opened and acknowledged for four to six weeks,
There was little criticism because service in the past an
most FFA items from other companies had been poor.
The staff was gradually increased and the service im-
proved.

In order to have the Supply Service aperated in a
sound business manner an auditing firm was emploved to
set up the record system. At the close of the first year of
operation anather auditing firm was emploved to audit
the records and to analyze the operation of the business,
From the very beginning sound business practices were
followed in the operation and management of the Supply
Service.

The first year the Supply Service sold $238 549 56
worth of merchandise. Even though there was a low
mark-up on the official merchandise the Supply Service
eamed a net profit of $26,397.67 during the first year of
operation. The original $10,000 loan was repaid to the
FFA treasury in 1949, From the beginning the FFA
Supply Service was financially quite successful.

The Supply Service expanded each vear and the serv-
ice was improved. The FFA jacket was one of the major
sources of incame. Jewelry items were manufactured
and sold under contract by the L. G. Balfour Company
until 1955, when these items were taken over by the
Supply Service. Much difficulty was encountered in the

| ATy T
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processing of items such as jackets, plagues and keys
which required special lettering. When the Supply Serv-
ice was first launched, factories did not have separate
lettering facilities for FFA, Orders from chapters, there-
fare, competed with orders from bowling alleys and
others whao requested this tvpe of service. Manufacturers
were requested 1o provide a special lettering department
to process orders from FFA. This made possible faster
deliveries of merchandise ordered by chapters and mem-
bers.

& sincere dedicated attempt was made to provide
service to members. The business was always operated
under the theary that the customer is always right. This
added service paid off annually by a greatly increased
volume of business. Orders were frequently placed for
itemns during the season of the year when the factory was
not busy and thus the items were purchased at a lower
cost. Storing large inventories was always a problem at
the Supply Service. This was partially solved by requiring
the manufacturer to deliver items as neaded, al a price
previously agreed upon. This made it necessary for the
factories to hold much of the inventory which had been
ordered since it was necessary to order large quantities of
certain merchandise in order to buy at a low price. When
bangquet supplies were first made available by the Supply
Service it was necessary to order several hundred thou-
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sand napkins, place mats, cups and place cards bearing
the FFA emblem without specific information concerning
the demand for such supplies, Within six weeks the entire
supply was sold and It was necessary to send a rush order
to the factories for more bangquet supplies.

All items sold at the Supply Service have the approval
of the Mational Board of Directors and National Officers
Most items sold have been requested by local chapters or
state associations.

The Supply Service has always obiained competitive
bids to get the lowest possible price, high quality and
safisfactory service. The bids are opened by the manager
in the presence of one or more FFA officials. Effort is
made to be fair to the suppliers as well as to members of
the FFA.

As FFA Chapters became more familiar with the Sup-
ply Sérvice there were many emergency ordets for
jackets, plaques, keys and other items that could not be
mat by the suppliers. As a result. a lettering department
was started at the Supply Service for jackets, jewelry and
other items. These services were started |n a small way,
but it was soon faund that leftering could be profitable on
certain items and the Supply Service could still sellat a
reduced price. The new department made possible de-
liveries to membiers on an emergency basis. For special
emergency orders |t became possible to process and de-
liver the merchandise to the post office the day the order
was received. Each improved service led to increased
business and true appreciation of the Supply Service.

Thie Post Office Department sant representatives ta the
Supply Service to show the shipping department how to
wrap packages for safe delivery. In the beginning pack-
ages were insured but the loss of merchandise in the
mails was so low that it was decided that the Supply
Sarvice would accept the responsibility for the dellvery of
the merchandise.

There were serious problems, however. The heavy de-
mand for FFA jackets and other items in September and
Oictober taxed the facilities of the Supply Service as at-
tempts were made to give prompi delivery. To help solve
this problem the lettering department during the summer
months letiered state names on jackets, basing the num-
ber on the quantifies ordered in previous yvears. This
made possible faster deliveries during the fall rush
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There were a few serious mistakes. During one Christ-
mas season hundreds of jackets and other personalized
itemns were ordered by parents and members for presents
The Supply Service received a large amount of mail pro-
testing because the orders had not arived in time for
Christmas. The Post Office traced the shipments and a
mail car filled with FFA packages was found parked on a
side track out west. One thoughtful mother clipped the
shipping date from the package and malled it to the man-
ager. The package had been in transit for six weeks

There were amusing incidents. A teacher ordered
jackets for all chapter members. One member was grow-
ing rapidly and when the jackets arrived he could not
close the front of the garment. The harried teacher wrote
to the manager of the Supply Service: “What am | going
to do? | ordered a jacket one size too small for Bill. He
has a big mouth and talks about his jacker every day.

Will you sell me another jacket at a reduced price so |
can shut his big mouth?" The manager solved the prob-
lem for the teacher by sending another jacket compli-
mentary. '

Many new items which had never been available 1o
FFA members were gradually developed and stocked, as
authorized by the official boards. These included, in
addition to banquet supplies. items for girls, new awards,
wearing apparel, new emblems and other merchandise

The Mew Farmers of America requested the FFA Sup-
ply Service to sell NFA supplies. This request was
approved and all official NFA supplies were distributed by
the Supply Service until NFA members became members
of the FFA and the NFA Charter was rescinded.,

The old camp buildings were used for a number of
years by the Supply Service. The buildings were not de-
signed for the operation of such a business. They were
poorly heated in the winter and were hot in the summer,
The success of the Supply Service made it possible 1o
develop a large, modern National FFA Center to house
the Supply Service, the staff of The Natlonal Future
Farmer magazine and the administrative staff of the FFA.
A large, attractive brick building was constructed. As the
Supply Service and other national organization services
continued to grow additions have been added to this
building to provide needed space for storage of inven-
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tory, the development of FFA Archives and additional
office space.

The success of the Supply Service enabled the FFA to
build financial reserves that made possible the launching
of The National Future Farmer magazine and helped to
make possible a greatly expanded program by the FFA in
the United States and throughout the world. The official
boards af the FFA continue to make careful studies of
operating costs, prices, percentage of profit and the dis-
posal of the income.

The FFA is a non-profit corporation. By this it is meant
that none of the profit can accrue to an individual. For a
number of years grants were made to state associations
based on the volume of business done by members and
chapters in the state with the Supply Service. When the
national and international programs expanded to the
place where all of the profits from the Supply Service
were needed on the national level the National Board of
Directors authorized the discontinuance of grants to the
states.

W. A. O'Brlen served as Manager until 1951. Harry
Andrews served as Acting Manager from May to Octo-
ber 1951, when Edward J. Hawkins, who was a business
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execitive in the Department of Health, Education and
Welfare, was employed as Manager of this growing enter-
prise. He continued to serve in that capacity unti] 1971,
when he was promoted by the Board of Directors to serve
as Administrative Director of the FEA. Mr. Andrews
replaced him as Manager.

Representatives of the Supply Service were sent to
many of the state FFA conventions to make merchandise
Immediately available and to obiain comments from
teachers and members concerning the supplies and ser-
vice rendered.

The popular blue corduroy jacket has always been the
best seller of all the official items sold by the Supply Ser-
vice. From five to six thousand jackets were the maost that
had been purchased by the FFA before the Supply
Service was started in 1948, About 30,000 jackets were
ordered from the Supply Service during the vear 1948-
449 The number of jackets sold inereased dramatically
through the years. The one-millionth FFA jacket was sold
in 1964 to Eddie Wiederstein from Auduban, lowa. The
two-millionth jacket was purchased by Johnny Bowman

of Aurora, Missauri, in October 1976. During the year
1976-77 111,946 jackeis were sold. (See the record of
jacket sales by vears.) The jacket was not the only item
that was in great demand. During that year more than
50,000 plagues and trophies, 45,000 caps, and 20,000
T-shirts were sold.

The staff of the Supply Service, which ranges in num-
ber from 30 to 45, is divided into a number of different
departments. These include Order Processing, Produc-
tion, Lettering, Inventory and Shipping.

The Future Farmers Supply Service has continued to
expand rapidly in items sold and volume of business,
According to the report of the auditor, in 1977 the Sup-
ply Service had a net worth of approximately
$2,000,000. Total sales for that year were almost
$4,000,000. Each year some income from the Supply
Service sales is added ta the FFA organization budget to
help defray other costs of the FFA. {Refer to the bar
graph of gross sales of the Future Farmers Supply Ser-
vice by years. |
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QFFICIAL BLUE CORDUROY JACKET SALES
NATIONAL FFA SUPPLY SERVICE
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The National Future Farmer Magazine

A longtime dream of the members of FFA became a
reality in October 1952, when the first issue of The Na-
tional Future Farmer was printed and mailed 1o about
50,000 members who had submitted their subscriptions
by mail without ever seeing a sample copy. An additional
50.000 copies were distributed to FFA chapters so mem-
bers could review their new magazine,

Members were pleased with their magazine. It had a
four-color cover and the entire content was directed to
FFA members. It contained features that were interesting
to them. such as articles about the FFA, feature stories
about youth in agriculture, carioons. many piciures and
even the latest jokes. Former members and friends from
other organizations and business and industry were also
interested in this new official magazine published h:.r the

TR
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FFA. Circulation increased rapidly to 150,000 in less
than twe years and advertisers began to include the new
magazine In their advertising budgets.

FFA members and their advisors had wanted a na-
tional magazine soon after the organization was founded
in 1928. The delegates to the 1929 FFA convention dis-
cussed the possibilities of starting a magazine. The mem-
bers were enthusiastic but funds were not available to
launch a publication that weuld be a credit to the or-
ganization. Fortunately some publicity was given to FFA
activities by farm and youth magazines and by weekly
and daily newspapers. The space allocated by the news
media to the FFA was helpful and genuinely appreciated
but it did not fulfill the needs of members and advisors for
their own magazine.

|||.

in 1553 Mational Ollicars visited Presigen) Dwight D Eisanhower ana presaniad nim a copy ol Tne Nabional Furure Farmas
magazine The ollice:s weie accompanied by Rocer M. Kyes, Deputy Secretary of Detenze. Mrs. Oveia Culp Hobbry, Federal

Securily Adminssiraler and Senalar Frank Carlson (Kansas)



The need for and possibilities of starting a magazine
were discussed at most national FFA conventions prior to
1952, Members wanted a magazine that would be mailed
to each member =0 they could read it and show it to their
families and friends. They desired the latest information
about successful local and state FFA activities, inspira-
tional stories about vouth, new developments in agri-
culture and opportunities for youth in the broad field of
agriculture and rural Aimerica. They also wanted a maga-
zine that could be used to inform others about the con-
structive work being done by members and chapters
throughout the country.

Each time when requests were made for the launching
of a magazine for the organization. plans were stymied
because funds were not available to pay the cost of pro-
duction and distribution. Members and advisors wanted
only a top quality publication. After careful investigation
it was found that many thousands of dollars would be re-
guired to employ a staff, pay printing costs and mail
copies to all members. Members were willing to pay a
subscription price and it was believed that advertising
revenue could help pay for the cost of printing and dis-
tribution. [t was realized that it would require a few vears
for the magazine to earn enough money so it could op-
erate in the black. The organization did not have ade-
guate financial reserves to launch such a venture.

As the FFA grew in numbers, strength and popularity,
demands increased for a national magazdne. The possi-
bilities of a national magazine were discussed by local
chapters. stale associations. conferences of teachers and
by state and national leaders. By 1946 the convention
delegates were insisting that a national FFA magazine be
started. The national FFA office was instructed by the
Mattonal Board of Trustees and National Advisory Coun-
cil to start publishing & magazine as soon as possible. Ex-
tensive surveys were made of state FFA associations to
find out the desires of members and advisors, and among
business establishments to determine the advertising po-
tential. The MNational Executive Secretary attended each
of the regional conferences in agricultural education and
obtained the counsel of the state leaders concerning the
launching of the publication. It was agreed that the only
major problem to be solved was that of how to finance
the magazine.

101

A large printing firm, which was doing some work for
the FFA, submitted a proposal to the national FFA office
to finance and print the new FFA magazine on a profit
sharing basis, with the FFA to have complete editorial
::ﬂnh'ﬂl

Right fram the star in 1952 Fulure Farmers
nave taund The Matwonal Fulure Farmer
magazine tascimating reading

This proposal was considered carefully by the Board of
Trustees and the Advisory Council and was tentatively
approved. The proposal was also endorsed by the dele-
gates to the national FFA convention in 1948. Belare a
contract was signed the company emploved a consultant
to determine the potential success of the magazine.,
When an adverse report was received by the company
the proposal to the FFA was withdrawn. Nothing was
done after that to start the magazine for about three
years.
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During this period the FFA began accumulating fi-
nancial reserves which were necessary before a magazine
could be launched.

In 1949 the organization gave approval for the pub-
lishing of a national FFA ealendar. This new venture
served as an excellent promotional tool and alse earmed
money for the FFA. Membership in the organization was
Increasing annually, thus providing additional funds from
annual dues. During the war years the FFA had Invested
in a number of bonds. The FFA Supply Service was
earning money, The organization was gradually becom-
ing financially secure,

The Mational Officers and Board of Directors ata
meeting in Kansas City in October 1951, requested the
Executive Secretary to poll the states again to determine
the advisability of starting publication of The National
Future Farmer magazine,

The poll was made that fall and again it was found that
there was enthusiastic support for the magazine. At the
meeting of the National Officers and Board of Directors in
Washington during January 1952, it was agreed that the
FFA was financially capable of launching a magazine.

From the beginning it had been recommended by
members, state associations and natlonal leaders that
when a magazine was started it should be attractive, with
a four-color cover, and should be writlen for the mem-
bers.

Matlons were passed specifying that the magazine be
started, that it be issued four times a year, that it be
mailed directly to the homaes of the members and that the
subscription price be $.25 per year or five years for
£1.00. The name The National Future Farmer was offi-
cially approved. The national office was authorized 10
employ an editor, and assist him in the selection of a staff,
engaging a printer, selling advertising, and performing
the many other activities which were required in the
launching of the magazine

After a careful consideration of persons gqualified to
serve as editor, Lano Barron, farmer teacher of vaca-
tional agriculiure and State Advisor of the FFA in Texas,
was employed. [t was decided that the offices for the
magazine staff should be located with the Future Farmers
Supply Service at the national FEA camp south of Alex-
andria, Virginla.

Mr. Barron was given an interesting and challenging
assignment when he arrived in Washington in April
1952, to design, write and distribute the first issue of The
National Future Farmer by October of that year, Naturally
there were many problems to be faced. A staff of seven
persons was employed, advertisements were sald, sub-
scriptions were oblained and during the first week of Oc-
tober 1952, the first issue was mailed to subscribers. The
new magazine pleased and surprised everyone with its
appearance, the quality of the storles and editorials and
general excellence. Members were enthusiastic about
their new magazine and advertisers were satisfied with
the responses received from their advertisements,

The magazine actually sold itself so effectively that 100
percent of the members of many state FFA associations
subscribed, Traditionally advertizers take a walt-and-see
attitude toward any new magazines but this did not hap-
pen to The National Future Farmer. Many companies
bought space in the first edition and continued to use the
magazine to advertise thelr products.

Many policies had to be established in connection with
advertising and editorial content. The National Officers
and the National Board of Directars established the
necessary policies so the magazine could serve FFA
members most effectively. For example a policy was es-
tablished that no liquor, patented medicines or smoking
advertisemenis would be accepted for use in the maga-
zne.

It was expected that it would require many vears for
the magazine to be self-supporting. The first year it was
necessary for the FFA to provide about 335,000 to pay
for the difference between expenditures and income.
The lollowing year $28,500 was budgeted by the FFA to
support the new magazine. After 1953, magazine sub-
scriptions and advertisements brought in enough income
s0 it was not necessary for the FFA to provide additional
money to pay publishing costs. The magazine has been
self-supporting since that date, receiving its income from
two sources: the sale of advertising and subscriptions. On
July 28, 1966, the magazine returned to the general
treasury of the FFA a check for $44 500, which was the
total of funds advanced to the magazine before the pub-
lication could pay its way.

Beginning with the February-March issue in 1956, the



The Natwna) Furture Farmer editonial polcy =
1o provide mambers a well-raunged conlent af
subject matter. In selecting articles for the
magazing, editors try for a mix of 50 perceni
about FFA, 25 percent aboul agriculiure ana
25 parcant general youth Interest

frequency of issues was changed from a quarterly to a
bi-menthly basis, or an issue every two months. Even
though subscribers started receiving two additional coples
each year, the change was made without an increase in
the subscription price.

Lano Bamon resigned as editor in 1958 and was re-
placed by Wilson Carmes, a former member of the FFA
from Alabama, who had been associate editor for three
years, and was FFA and Vo-Ag Editor in Alabama for
iwo years before joining the magazine staff. Over the
years many other former FFA members have been am:
ployed by the magazine to sell advertising and to prepare
news stories.

In 1957 the National FFA Officers and the Board of
Directors decided it was in the best Interests of the organi-
zation to take over the operation of the FFA calendar
program. The official FFA calendar had been handled by
a commercial calendar company from 1950 to 1957. The
staff of The National Future Farmer was instructed and
authorized to include the administration, promaotion, and
handling of the official FFA calendar as part of the maga-
zine aperations, {See Chapter on Official FFA Calen-
dars.)

The calendar program was first started to inform the
public about the FFA_ It proved to be a strong asset in the
public relations program of the organization_ [t was also
an excellent source of income for the FFA.
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In 1967, the responsibility of coordinating FFA Week
was transferred to the magazine, and John Pitzer
assumed the responsibility for this program. which con-
sisted of the development and distribution of materials
for use by state associations and local chapters during
FFA Week.

When The National Future Farmer was started sub-
scriptions were enlirely voluntary on the part of state
associations, local chapters and individual members. The
first issue in 1952 had a circulation of less than 100,000,
but circulation continued to increase over the years unfi
1965 when subscriptions totaled 280,000, Because of
increasing publishing costs, it was necessary to increase
the subscription price of the magazine to 50 cants, as
authorized by the MNational Officers and Board of Direc-
tors at their January 1962 meeting,

Members and local, state and national advisors wanted
each member to receive a copy of the magazine. It was
valuable to the FFA to have the magazine malled to the
members at their homes. Research studies conducted by
the magazine staff showed that the magazine was read by
members, parents, brothers, sisters, grandparents,
Foundation sponsors, Alumni, and frequently by friends.
It was found that each magazine was read by an average
of 3.7 persons.

At the 1965 national FFA convention, the delegates
vaoted to combine magazine subscriptions with the na-
tional dues and to send the magazine to every FFA mem-
ber. They set the national dues at 50 cents, This in-
creased the circulation substantially during the year 1966,
and it reached a total of abour 452,000 by the fall of
1967 . Circulation passed the hall million mark with the
February-March 1975 issue, which totaled 501.500
copies.

The circulation of the FFA magazine exceeds the FFA
membership because of vocational agriculture teachers
and other workers in agricultural education who receive
the magazine and because of the gift subscriptions that
many FFA chapters provide for their local supporters and
a few subscriptions that come in direct from people who
simply want to receive The National Future Farmer. This
number has at times exceeded 20,000 subscriptions per
year.

Circulation fulfillment was converted to a computer
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maintenance system in the fall of 1965, This was done
toimprove the maintenance of mailing lists by use of
computers and the advent of zip codes required by the
post office for mailing under the second-class mailing
permit. The conversion also made it possible to provide
the organization with an accurate record of official mem-
bership at the chapter, state, and national levels for use
in checking a member’s eligibility far contests and awards,
to provide an official membership count for distributing
Foundation funds. to establish degree quotas, to provide
a malling list for the magazine and similar uses. In 1967,
The Natienal Future Farmer requested membership in
the Audit Bureau of Circulation and was accepted. Thisg
was done so the magazine could show the advertisers
proof of circulation when they purchased advertising in
The MNational Future Farmer,

It had been suggested by many people that The Na-
tional Future Farmer was an excellent way to keep the
members of the FFA Alumni Association informed as
to what was going on in the FFA. Various plans and sug-
gestions were discussed as to how this might be ac-
complished. Finally the Alumni Association made the
decision to give a life subscription to the National Future
Farmer with each life membership purchased. This was
started in March 1975, Many other Alumni members do
receive copies of The Mational Future Farmer and sub-
scribe or recelve subscriptions through regular arganiza.
tional channels.

Mational FFA dues were increased 1o $1.00in 1968
and to $1.50 in 1974. A portion of these increases pro-
vided some additional funds for The National Future
Farmer. which were needed because of the increases in
costs of publishing the magazine. Those who are not
members of FFA pay $1.00 for a one-year subscription.

The early decision to sell advertising In The National
Future Farmer proved to be a wise one. The addltional
income derived from the sale of advertising has enabled
FFA members to receive a magazine at a much lower
price than they would have to pay were advertising not
sold. It also has meant that members have been kept in-
formed on many developments through informative ads
of some of the major corporations in America.

Under the direction of Glenn Luedke, advertising man-
ager, the advertising department conducts their own sur-

in 1977 The Matignal Future Farmer magazine
glaft included Advertising Manager, Glan
Luedke; Editor. Wilson Carnes; Associate
Editar, Jeck Pitzer: Regional Advertising
Manager, Richard © Waltley: Associate Editor,
K. Eltiat Mowles and Ragional Advartising
Managar, Carlian Gabel

veys and other research 1o develop sales data and conse-
quently has developed considerable information about
the purchasing and buying habits of FFA members. For a
lang time the farm equipment industry and other farm
advertisers provided a major source of advertising
revenue for The National Future Farmer. However, in
the late '60s and early "70s as farms became larger and
more specialized and as vocational agriculture and the
FFA expanded to include these students and members
who were interested in aéribusl.nm careers as well, the
number of advertisers from the farm field dropped con-
siderably, This trend was reversed in the early mid-
seventies as the scarcity of food created more interest in
farmers and farming, farm income improved and conse-
guently resulted in some of the old line farm advertisers
returning to the pages of The National Future Farmer.
Fortunately at a time when the farm advertising was
dropping off, the all-volunteer military service program
becamne established and this provided a major source of
revenue since The National Future Farmer reached the
type of individual the milltary services would like to at-
tract. Another trend in the garly "70s that provided a
source of advertising income included the Western wear
and apparel field, with the amount of Income from this
advertising source increasing considerably.

Another development in advertising sales is that of re-
gional editions. They were first offered in the rate card
dated January 1, 1965, and initially were three major
editions. Later, August 1, 1972, this was changed to four



editions. This enabled an advertiser to purchase a group
of states withoutl having to buy national circulation. In
those states where the advertisement does not run, edi-
torial material is substituted for the advertisement

From May 5, 1968, until August 1, 1971, the maga-
zine operated an advertising sales office in the Kemper
Insurance Bullding, 20 Neorth Wacker Drive, Chicago
This did not prove satisfactory, however, so the two
salesmen were transferred to the Alexandria office.

The National Future Farmer attempts to follow the
trends of the organization in its editorial coverage of FFA.
In the early days, when most of the members were in
production agriculture, the editorial content was strongly
production oriented. As the membership expanded to in-
clude those students interested in agribusiness, The Na-
tional Future Farmer atternpted to include this area in
their articles and information. The same was true when
girls were admitted to the organization. Articles about
them began to appear in the magazine pages and on the
cover as they participated in organizational activities.

Another service provided by The National Future
Farmer magagzineg is that of publishing a newsletter for
FFA chapter advisors. It was first published in the late
'50s but not on a regular schedule. Later it was published
six times a year on alternate months between issues of the
magazine and was called Between Furrows. This name
was later changed to Between Issues. The newsletter's
major purpose became one of informing FFA advisors of
news and developments in FFA as well as agricultural
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education information. In addition to local FFA advisors
the newsletter goes to state supervisors and teacher edu-
cators.

The launching of The National Future Farmer maga-
zing in 1952 was a major achievement for the FFA. It has
rendered distinguished service to members and friends
for 25 years.

[t would be difficult, If not impossible, 1o measure the
editorial impact of The National Futire Farmer. Thou-
sands of Future Farmers have been inspired by articles in
the magazine, mativated to greater achlevernent, or
found new ideas to start them on their way to success, It
has helped strengthen the ties between the local, state
and national levels of the FFA, while revealing to the
general public, as well as those In the FFA and vocational
agriculiure, the progress and activities of the organization
and its members. At the same time, an effort has been
made to keep FFA members informed about agricultural
pragress and provide them entertainment by including
jokes, cartoons, and articles they will enjoy reading. The
advertisements which appear in each issue of the maga-
zine have helped to keep members aware of the new
praducts which are being developed to serve the broad
field of agriculture.

The National Future Farmer magazine has had a
wholesome and solid impact on the FFA during its first
fitty vears. It is expected that it will have even greater
influgnce during the years ahead.
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Official
National FFA Calendar Program

Members and advisors of the FFA observed the at-
tractive calendars which were distributed by other organi-
zations and recognized a need for a calendar which
wauld feature the FFA. This idea was discussed in-
formally for many years but nothing was dene to develop
a calendar until 1947. During that year a bank in Virginia
submitted a request for permission to feature the FFA on
a calendar which the bank wanted to purchase for
distribution in the community. This request served as
motivation for a complete review of the advisability of
developing officlal FFA calendars. The subject was dis-
cussed with the National FFA Board of Trustees and the
National Advisory Council. The National Executive
Secretary was requested to obtain information from
companies that published calendars concerning the
possibility of producing a calendar for the FFA,

A number of companies were contacted and a sound
proposal was submitted to the FFA by the Oshame
Company of Clifton, Mew Jersey. Before final approval
was given for the development of FFA calendars the
praposal was reviewed with the various state FFA
associations and with the delegates at the national FFA
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convention, Unanimous approval was glven for the
development of official FFA calendars.

In 1949 the Osborne Company was given a contract
by the FFA to develop and sell calendars bearing the
name and emblem of the FFA on a rovalty basis. Accord-
ing to the contract the calendars would be sold by
salesmen employed by that company who called upon
business firms. It was suggested that these salesmen
encourage businesses in communities where there was
a chapter of FFA to sponsor a calendar for members and
friends of the chapter.

The first calendar, which was published in 1949, had
twelve different scenic farm paintings for monthly
lllustrations. The cover featured pictures of FFA
members.

For the 1951 calendar, Osborne commissioned well-
known artist, Harold Anderson, to paint a cover illustra-
tlon to convey an FFA theme. This was the start of a
tradition which led to the production of many beautiful
paintings which gave wide publicity to the FFA. FFA now
owns the complete eollection of original paintings done
for use on the calendars, The Osborne Company
presented the original paintings which they had produced
to the FFA. They also gave a matted proof from the large
calendars to each state FFA office for framing.

To make the calendars more meaning to the FFA, the
monthly pictures for 1951 were full color photographs of
FFA members at work and play,
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The FFA vinyl wallet style calandad
calling card was introguced i 18972,
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The FFA Calendar for 1853 celebratad 25 years of growth
of the FFA in producing aghcullural leaders

The FFA calendar program was successful from the
start. Only 49,000 copies of the 1949 FFA calendars
were sold, but distribution increased rapidly during the
following years, and more than 250,000 copies of the
1953 calendars were sold. Three different styles of FFA
calendars were produced that year: a full color FFA
“Indoor Billboard:" a Home Calendar with full color
pictures for each month and a Roll calendar for farms,
homes and offices.

The calendar program was also successful from a
financial standpoint. Local chapters recelved a small
royalty payment on the calendars sold in thelr community
and the national organization alse recelved annual
rovalty payments on all calendars sold,

In early 1955, the staff of The MNational Future Farmer
magazine began investigating the advisability of taking
over production, sales and operation of the FFA calendar
program. After careful study, the National Officers and
the Board of Directors at the July 1955 meeting,
authorized the magazine to take over the official FFA
calendars, which has been sold by the Osborne
Company.

It was believed that by assigning this responsibility 1o
the FFA magazine the calendars would appropriately
serve as companions in promotional effort for circulation,
that there would be a sharing in costs for engravings for
covers and color photos, salesmen might promote both

107

the calendars and the magazine and that the calendars
would help provide needed finance by the magazine.

The National Future Farmer took over operation of the
calendar program with the production of the 1958
edition. Associate magazine editor, Cedric Lafley, was
given responsibility for the program. The FFA contracted
with the Baumgarth Calendar Company for production
and drop shipment of the calendars to chapters and
sponsors, The FFA commissioned Harold Anderson to
continue painting the central iustration.

New features included a 25 percent commission on
gross sales to each chapter that cooperated and the
production of a home and office style and indoor poster
calendars.

Mr. Lafley died in 1958 and Howard Carter was
named Associate Editor in 1959 and assumed responsi-
bility for the calendar. During that year the FFA con-
tracted with the Louis F. Dow Company to print the
calendars. Dow printed the calendars through 1968

Diuring the early 1960s, a program of using an exten-
sive direct mail sales campaign, to encourage local
chapters to purchase FFA calendars, was inaugurated
by FFA. A desk style calendar was added in 1962,

The National Future Farmer paid the national organi-
zation a percentage rovalty, in lieu of the royalty paid by
the Osbhome Company. The magazine gave each state
a small commission because of their help. In 1964 the
national and state commissions were eliminated and
prices to chapters were lowered,

A staff artist at the Dow Company was used to paint
the central illustration for the '64, '65, and '66 editions.
Then in 1967 the FFA commissioned artist Arthur
Sarnoff to do these illustrations. Sarnoff painted all of the
central illustrations through the 1978 Annlversary
edition, which features all of his works,

Maost of the original calendar paintings are located in
the Mational FFA Center. These valuable paintings have
been used for many other purposes, Some of them have
been reproduced and distributed throughout the Nation
by the FFA Supply Service. The 1960 “Worshiping
Together" painting was featured as a church program
insert and was sold by the Supply Service for many years,
Transparencies of all of the oll paintings are on file in the
MNational Center.
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In 1966, John M. Pitzer was named Associate Editar,
in charge of the calendar program replacing Mr. Carter
who had resigned. In 1968 the calendars were printad by
Osborne Kemper Thomas Company which has con-
tinued to be the printer although they are now called
OKT/Colson.

In 1972 a vinyl wallet style calendar/ calling card was
added. |t has increased rapidiy in popularity. It has the
special feature of also serving as an FFA calling card for
chapter, state and national officers and adult leaders.

The growth of the FFA calendar program is shown in
the Report of Growth in Participation by Local Chapters
and State Assoclatlons.

One constructive value of the calendar program is the
25 percent sales commission pald te local chapters. This
amount averages about $20, 000 per year. This com-
mission is a feature of the fund raising option available in
the prograrm.

The number of participating chapters Is growing each
year. The high was 1.445 in 1977. During the same
vear the number of calendars distributed by local chapters
also reached a new high;

Heome and Office 179,015
Desk 25,163
Paster 38,994
Wallet 335,769

It iz interesting 1o note that calendar sales have increased
from 49,000 in 1949 t0 578,941 In 1977,

Since the calendar program was first launched in 1949
it has developed into an effective public relations program
for the FFA and has earmed money which is helping
finance constructive FFA programs on local, state and
national levels.

GROWTH IN PARTICIPATION BY LOCAL CHAPTERS AND
STATE ASSOCIATIONS IN FFA CALENDAR PROGRAM

- Year Chaplers Assoclaliong
1958 402 1]
1959 495 0
1960 B3l 3
1961 714 12
1962 782 26
1963 893 18
1964 972 25
1965 1,052 28
1966 1,060 30
1967 972 32
1968 857 3
1969 1,040 31
1970 1,054 b
1971 1.062 38
1972 1,082 36
1973 1.076 40
1974 1.134 43
1975 1.260 =)
1976 1,405 45
1977 1,445 43

Tha FRA calendar program began in 1948 and has since
become ane ol the most wigely used FFA public talations
activiies



FFA Calendar paintings gver 1he lasl 26 yaars poriray vocational agricultural education and show typcal scenss of membars
atwark and play
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The highly successiul Washington Conlerence Program held each summer in Afexandria, Virginia, now involves nearly 1000 stu-
dents gach summer in week-|lang leadership and citizenship activings. Parficipanis in this conferenca in 1976 included inter
national siudens participatng in the FFA Waork Exparance Alrcad Pragram

In the early days of vocational agriculture ours was a
nation of farmers living in isolated rural communities,
Farm youth, because of their isolation, did not have the
opportunities for soclal contact they have today. When a
farm boy entered high school he often found himself
in a completely new environment surrounded by people
of a different social background. He felt inadequate and
unsure of himself in social situations. Consequently he
was reluctant to participate extensively in school ac-
tivities,

When they enrolled in vocational agriculture farm
youth found that most of their classmaies were also from
farms. They had common interests and felt a common
bond. Many of them had superior mental ability, drive
and potential to become capable leaders. [t was alsa
noted that some of them had inferiority complexes, did
not appreciate or understand their rich rural herltage
and did not know or understand themselves. Realizing
the need to help their students be a part of the main-
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stream of school activities, wise vocational agriculture
instructors began working with students to help them
hurdle the cultural barrier that separated the “farmers”
from the “city youth."

They were given instructian in personal grooming,
how to dress properly, elementary etiquette, courtesy,
how to preside at meetings and how to speak effectively
in public.

Teachers soon learmed that one of the greatest con-
fidence builders was public speaking. When the FFA was
founded, leaders of the organization saw that it would
be an excellent laboratory for training in public speaking
and in rural and agricultural leadership. They spelled
this objective out In the Aim and Purposes of the FFA,
“To develop competent, agressive, rural and agricul:
tural leadership.”

Members and their leaders recognized the needs of
youth for common objectives, in a challenging creed and
appropriate contests which would provide opportunities

b ——




for youth 1o develop proper understandings about
agriculture and essential leadership abilities.

Thoughtful instructors began providing leadership train-
ing on a group basis for their students, before the FFA
was organized. When local agricultural clubs were first
organized teachers began giving Instruction to students
on how to preside at club meetings, how to plan activities
for the club, how to obtain needed funds, how to keep
financial records, how to keep minutes of meetings, how
to delegate responsibilities 1o others while performing the
activities of the club, how to organize a committee and
how to inform others about the activities of the club.

The development of FFA | the approval of a challeng-
ing ereed and the writing of the Aim and Purposes of
the FFA provided for rural and agricultural vouth new
opportunities, sound philosophy and a pride in their
rural heritage. These developments also had a maotivating
influence on members to serve their organization, their
community and agriculture.

As the FFA increased in numbers and broadened in
scope of programs, many leaders began to develop
Instruction materials and methods which could be used
tor leadership fraining on a group basis. It soon became
standard practice for chapter advisors to conduct an
annual leadership training school for the members. These
schools were invaluable for the youth and advisors. [t
was here that many members first learned that they had
the abllity to be leaders. At the same time their advisor
could appralse the potentials of the members and en-
courage them to develop their abilities

As might be expected, new members were greatly
influenced by the leadership of their chapter officers and
older members. As they observed the leadership of their
peers they developed a pride in their chapter and a belief
in themselves that they too might develop as leaders.
They began to develop goals and set personal plans to
attain those goals. Members who aspired to become
chapter president or an officer in the state association
had to develop abilities in public speaking, parliamentary
procedure, social customs, and organization of the FFA,
as well s a knowledge of agriculture.

The FFA began to develop a number of contests that
proved valuable to most members. These included public
speaking and parliamentary procedure. As students pre-
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The Congressional Breaklast is a highligh of
the State Presidanis’ Conlarance.

Gatting o know other FFA memoers and
sharing ideas Is part of FRA leadarship
conferences
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FFA memBbais learn aboui leaders of earlier
genaraions by vislting historic siles like
Gearge Washington's Mt Vernon Flantalion



112

Officers rage the Hlag in fron) of the Malonal
FF& Centar. Citizenship is part of FFA leader-
shig training.

Secretary af Agriculture Earl Bulz explaing
natignal agricultural palicy to State Presidenis

FF& members get to knpw their canaressmen
and $8racrs during visits on Caplial Hil

pared for entry into these cantests they were required to
study and develop new abillties which would prove valu:
able to therm during thelr entire life. Other contests such
as judging, sports activities, area and state meetings gave
members an appartunity to become acquainted with
youth in other areas, to mingle and work with others and
to broaden their horizons, The desire to win contests was
a motivating influence but the greatest value was partici-
pation and the development of abilities needed by
members,

Many new developments motivated youth to improve
themselves and participate in the FFA on a broader scale,
Area leadership training schaols were developed for
chapter officers. These were planned by chapter advisors
and members. Special instruction was given to each of
the officers concerning their responsibilities and how
these might be most effectively perfarmed.

State FFA conventions extended opportunities for
maotivation and leadership training. By serving as dele-
gates and taking part in state contests, bands, choruses,
recreation and other convention activities members
served their local chapters and learned many things
which were of value to them. Leadership training was
proving so valuable to FFA members that It was logical
for state FFA assoclations to assist in the further develop-
ment of such programs.

Leadership training on the state level usually began
with schools for training state FFA officers. These schools
usually lasted several days. State officers had already
received much leadership education and training in the
local chapters. New materials were developed for use
with the state officers. They were given information about
the operation of the state association and were assisted
in the preparation of speeches which they were to give as
they visited local chapters and represented the associa-
tiom at other group meetings. One valuable feature in the
development of state officers was broad participation in
many leadership activities such as public speaking, pre-
siding at meetings, leading discussions, participating in
visits 1o cooperating groups and encouraging and mot-
wvating younger FFA members to higher achievement.

State FFA officers soon began to set new high stan-
dards of achievement and thus became models for the
younger members to follow. Their example had a whole-
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Chapler and state officers who participate

In National Leadership Conlerences learn firs)-
nand hoew FRA jackeis are prepared for
members. Conferances alss emphasize bettar
undarstanding of Malional Drganization sery-
Ices har members.

A highlignt of the Stale Prasidents’ Conference
held annualky in Alexandria, Virginia, has bean
meeting the President of the Unlied Stales
Hera President Ford addresses slate leaders.

Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Tal Benson addresses a Siale FRA Officers Leadership Conterence at the Jatte rscn Monumant

in 18549,



some influence on chapter members. Plans were made in
maost states for a state officer to make an official visit
to each local FFA chapter.

Delegates to state FFA conventions and their advisors
soon became interested In establishing state FFA camps,
where members could go for 2 week of recreation. Many
state assoclations established such camps. In the begin-
ning major emphasis was placed on recreational activi-
ties, [t was soon leamned that these camps provided an
excellent opportunity for leadership training and con-
servation education. Recreation programs were com-
bined with well-planned programs of leadership educa-
tion, personal develapment, conservation study and
related topics. Some states began renaming their camps
leadership raining centers. These centers have had a tre-
mendous [nfluence on the work of local FFA chapters,
Teacher educators, supervisors and local instructors
worked together to develop educational materials and
Improve programs at the leadership centers, the state
assoclations and the local chapters.

In order to asslst the local chapters with training in
leadershlp many stale associations began sponsoring area
leadership training schools. Most of these were designed
1o train local chapter officers. State advisors, state offi-
cers, local advisors and local officers cooperated in
planning and conducting these schools, which were
usually ane day in length.

Chapter members participated in many contests and
activities which were held in other states or at the na-
tional FFA convention in Kansas City, Missouri, Members
liked these activities which gave them an opportunity to
travel to other communities and states. They learned
much as they traveled and took part in FEA activities,
Many local chapters began organizing tours during
surnmer months ta various places throughout the coun-
try, State FFA officers participated in other state FFA
canventions and were accasionally invited to take part in
natlonal events such as the Pilgrimage to Mount Vermon
and national conferences of youth which were held in
Washington, D.C.

The leadership training programs which gradually
evolved in the FFA helped to develop many outstanding
members. By serving in the local chapier. participaling
in the activities of the state association and by taking an
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active part in the affairs of the national arganization,
meambers exhibited their faith in agriculture, confldence
in themselves and the high ideals of the FFA,

Crver the years state FFA associations have cooperated
in canducting leadership training schools on a reglonal
hasis for state and chapter officers. Malional FFA officers
and members of the nalional FFA staif assisted with these
schools. When the Mational FFA Center, south of
Alexandda, Virginia, was expanded in 1958 delegates
to the national FFA convention requested that the na-
tional arganization sponsaor a national conference for
officers of state associations. The first National Leader-
ship Conference was held in connection with the dedica-
tion of the Center on July 24, 1959, This event proved
ta be so popular that delegates requested that such a
canference be held annually, The first State Presidents'
Washington Conference was held at the Statler Hilton
Hatel in Washington, D.C_ in 1962, Greg Bamferd,
National FF4 President from Celorade, presided.

In 1969, under the direction of Coleman Harrls,
{ermer Executive Secretary of the Indiana FFA Associa-
tion, this national leadership emphasis was extended to
chapter leaders and FFA advisors. Toeday the Washing-
ton Conference Program operates for seven weeks dur-
ing the summer providing week-long experiences in the
Mation’s Capital for nearly 1,000 chapter and state asso-
ciation officers. A special staff is employed to work with

The Nal:onal FRA Convenlion Bhings oul tng Dest in
leadarship skills ol FRA Members. This State assecia-
lion feam presented 2 parilameantary procegdure
demanslealion



In 1958 the National FFa Qrganization haid og lirst naconal ieagarsnip conferenca for appronimataly 300 mambers. The
conference inoluded lve Boys of leadaranip iraining &5 well 82 visilz in Washington, DG

Special speakers ke farmar FFA member and Vietnam prisonar of wat

Col Jamas Bean, USAF, have addressed FFA lgsdership conforances Conference paricipants ledrn aboud
FFA grograms and aclivities fiom FFA
stafl mambois



the Natlonal FFA Center and national FFA officersin
camrying out the conference events.

In recent years the State Presidents’ Conference has
become a Special Project of the National FFA Founda-
tion with most of the expense of the Conference beling
pald by the project Sponsor. While the state presidents
are in Washingtan, they participate in a variety of inter-
esting activities including a tour of Washington, D.C.,
learning about FFA programs and activities, understand-
ing of democracy, developing leadership qualities, ex-
ploring citizenship responsibilities, career information and
saluting our nation’s palriots. A conference banquet is
held and state presidents participate in a special congres-
sional breakfast where they meet their Congressmen and
espectally their members of Congress who were former
FFA members, The state presidents and national officers
have, on numercls occasions, met with the President,
the Vice President and many top cabinet officials,

Visitors from many foreign nations have studied the
leadership programs of the FFA and attended the state
and national FFA conventions. Some of these visitors
requested assistance by the FFA in establishing similar
leadership programs in their own countries. Such re-
quests have led to the development of organizations such
as the Future Farmers of Japan and the Future Farmars
of Colombia. The FFA has assisted these nations by de-
veloping leadership training materials in a number of for-
eign languages to assist in the youth development pro-
grams.

Ower the years a number of FFA publications and
audio-visuals have been developed to help FFA members
develop and improve thelr leadership skllls. The FFA
Manual, first published in 1930, has been a major publi-
cation of the FFA and has helped hundreds of thousands
of FFA members learn about the FFA and its activities. In

1975 the FFA published the Advisor’s Handbool to give
advisors a detailed reference to FFA activities and pro-
grams. Other publications, like the FFA Activity Hand-
book {and the Chapter Guide to FFA Activities which
were introduced In 1975), were designed to give students
and teachers more detalled information about FFA pro-
arams.

FFA members have also benefited from FFA films and
audig-visuals developed to aid in the leadership develop-
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ment process, Films like “A Step Ahead," produced in
1958, and “The Challenge Leadership; The Answer
FFA.” have inspired FFA members to develop their lead-
ership skills.

The national student officers of the FFA play a major
role in programs of leadership training,. Mational officers
are elected largely on the basis of their outstanding speak-
ing and leadership abilities. Their skills have been devel-
oped through partlcipation in leadership at the local and
state levels,

The instruction given to these officers after their elec-
tion is broad and intensive. They learn about the pro-
grams of the national organization and prepare them-
selves to serve the national oraanization. They help trans-
act the business of the grganization, take part in visits to
Foundation spansors, participate [n state FFA conven-
tians, help plan and conduct leadership tralning pro-
grars, assist in international activities and represent the
FFA at many cther meetings and special events. The de-
mands on national FFA officers are so heavy that itis
necessary for them to spend almost full time working for
the organization during the year they serve as officers.

From a small beginning in leadership training by
teachers of vacational agriculture during the early days of
instruction in agriculture there have been developed sig-
nificant programs of leadership training for members of
the FFA. Leadership fraining quides have been devel-
oped; materials on public speaking, parliamentary pro-
cedure, personal development, social customs and other
timely topics have been prepared. Constructive programs
of participation in contests, leadership training schools,
maotivating awards, good-will tours, state and national
FEA activities and signilicant programs conducted by
local chapters have served to motivate and train FFA
youth for servlce in the FFA and to the Mation.

The FFA, through its leadership programs for agricul-
tural students, has a dramatic role in motivating members
to achieve greatness, develop as outstanding leaders, be-
come champions of agricultural youth and the various
agricultural occupations. The FFA Is developing vouth
who take pride in their rural backgrounds, develop as
cutstanding citizens in thelr communities and serve as
splendld examples of youth in America who ate living up
to the high ideals of the FFA.
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International Programs

Soon after the FFA was organized in 1928 members
and advisors, while visiting or working in ather nations,
provided Information about vocational agriculture and
the FFA In the United States. Many teachers of voca-
tional agriculture, teacher educators and supervisors
accepted employment with the Agency for International
Development and other departmentsin the 1.5, Gov-
ernment that sponsored programs in other nations,
When the United Nations was organized many additional
opporiunities became available for employment over-
seas. Foundations, churches, and other organizations,
including business and industry, began taking active parts
in international activities.

Some of the leaders, who had responsibilities for
assisting in the development of programs of agricultural
education, sponsored the development of organizations
patterned after the FFA, Some pioneering work was
done in many countries, including Albania, Greece,
Egypt, Indla, Korea, Thalland, Taiwan, Japan, Phllip-
pines, South Vietnam, Honduras, Capada, South
Australia, Pery, Colombia, Brazil, Panama and Mexico,
A complete list of countries that experimented with the
FFA idea has never been compiled, Some of these or-
ganizailons lasted only during the time the sponsors
worked in the country. Others grew rapidly and a na-
lional organization was formed.

The Future Farmers of Japan became a strong national
organization after the Second World War. The Future
Farmers of the Philippines, the Future Farmers of
Colombia and the Future Farmers of Panama also are
excellent examples of organizations that continued to
make great progress.

Provisions were made by the U.S. Government and
international agencies for leaders in agricultural education
In rany other nations Lo visit the United States to study
the program of agricultural education and the FFA. This
greatly inereased the development of youth organizations
that were similar to the FFA in other nallons.

Relationships gradually developed between state FFA
associations and the national FFA organization with these
youlh organizations in other nations. These relationships
led to the development of intemational exchange pro-
grams by the FFA.

To be successful a student organization like the FFA
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needed to have as members students who were enrolled
In classes in agriculture.

Programs were developed to spansor international ex-
changes of youth, to promote goodwill among nations,
to learn about youth arganizations, agriculture and yeuth
in other nations, to develop organizations like the FFA in
other countries, to provide educational materials, to help
in leadership training and to provide where needed farm
machinery, seed, livestock and poultry,

In 1947 the National FFA Officers called upon Lord
Inverchapel, Ambassador from Great Britain to the
United States, and invited him to address the national
FF A convention that fall, and bring with him six young
men who were members of the Mational Federation of
Young Farmers Clubs of Great Britain, He accepted the
invitation, and at the same time, Invited six members of
the FFA to visit Great Britain as guests of the Young
Farmers. This led to an international exchange with the
National Federation of Young Farmers Clubs of Great
Britain which lasted for many years.

A delegation of ten young men and youth leaders from
Burma attended the national FFA convention in October
1947,

Ambassader Henrl Bonnet fram France was one of the
featured speakers at the 1948 national FFA ¢onvention.

The international exchange program with the Young
Farmers Clubs proved 1o be popular with bath organiza-
tians. Four members from each organization took part.
The cost of overseas travel was assumed by the respec-
tive organization; upon arrival in the host country, ex-
penses were borne by the host organization. Much of the
time of the exchangees was spent at the homes of thair
counterparts,

Dranlsh Ambassador 1o the United States, Henrlk
Kauffmann, addressed the national FFA convention in
1950. The Danish Embassy provided an expense-paid
trip to Denmarle for Forrest Davis of Quiney, Florida, the
FEA's 1950 Star Farmer of America.

George Lewis, former national president of the FFA,
made a report at the 1951 FFA convention on his visit
with the Future Farmers of Japan. It was reported that
lvan Nelson, a former teacher of vocational agriculture
aitached to General McArthur's staff in the Army of Oc-
cupation, had been influential in the development of the
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Future Farmers of Japan,

The Future Farmers of Canada sent representatives to
the national FFA conventions in 1952 and 1953 to ex-
tend grestings to the FFA This organization was assisted
by the Montana FFA Assoriation In 19534 A D P
Heeney, Canadian Ambassador to the United States,
was a speaker al the national convention.

In 1955 the Future Farmers of Japan sent greetings to
the FFA and requested assistance in the further develop-
ment of FFJ.

In 1965 Major-General B. F. Cornwall, General Secre-
tary of the National Federation of Young Farmers Clubs
of Great Britain addressed the national FFA convention.
At that convention observers were present from Brazil,
Bolivia, Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, Egyvpt, Jordan,
Iran, Taiwan, Thailand, Philippines and Australia. Visi-
tors from such countries, sponsored by the International
Education Divisian of the U. 5. Office of Education, in
cooperation with other agencies, attended most FFA
conventions.

In 1956 Takaakl Kurihara, national president of the
Future Farmers of Japan, and Hideto Shishida, Assistant
Secretary General, FFJ, were special guesis at the na-
tional FFA convention and delivered addresses. Pre-
viously, they had visited FFA chapters throughout the
United States and had stayed in homes of many FFA
members,

At the close of the convention Dan Dunham, Lake-
view, Oregon, immediate past presidant of the FFA and
Dr. A. W, Tenney, National Executive Secretary of the
FFA, went to Japan with their counterparts, The ex-
change was spansored by the Department of State and
the Asian Foundation, They visited agricultural schools
throughout Japan and attended the national convention
of the Future Farmers of Japan in Tokye.

A similar exchange took place in 1957 with FFJ when
E. J, Johnson, Program Planning Specialist, Agriculiural
Education Branch, and Jerry Ringo, former national
FFA vice-president, visited Japan, Guam, and the
Philippines,

In 1958, Wm. Paul Gray, National Executive Secre-
tary of FFA, and Norman Brown, {ormer national student
secretary, visited Japan, Thailand, Taiwan, the Philip-
pings and Guam. Japan sent adult and student repre-
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The Future Farmers of Colombia (Futuros Agriculk
jares De Colombia) hold 3 national convention pat-
lerned atter tha Natlonal FFA Convention.

The first two Wark Exparience Abraad (WEA) partlei
pants placed In Thailand (fefl) worked with the Agri-
culfural Education Club at Bangpra Universlly

Mational Dilicers of the Future Farmars of Philig
pines participate in & leadership training program
conducted by National FFA Exgculive Sacratary

William Paul Gray



In 1875 (ha Wark Exparance ADroad class pre-
sonied o dispiay ol cutrency Irom countries par-
figigaling ir [he WEA program

Lard Invarchapel, Bringh Ampassaoor o ihe United
Siaies mal with Mational FEA Officers in 1947 19 in-
itigte the firsl exchangs program following Warld
War Il

Leaining agricultural methods in olher nalLens is
parl ol the WEA program. Here an FFA membai in
Morway helps his host lamily pul up hay lor drying
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sentatives to the United States during these years.

In 1957 Sotere Lasap, Jr.. national president of the
Future Farmers of the Philippines was sponsored to the
United States by the Far East Foundation for a four
month fraining program by the natienal FFA organiza-
tion. From 1958 through 1964, all six natlonal officers
of the FFP were sponsored by the Department of State
for four months' training by the FFA In the United States.
They were special guests of the Eastern States Exposi-
tion. participated in leadership raining conferences or
state conventions in West Virginia, Ohio and Virginia.
Each group attended the national FFA convention,

In 1960-61E. J. Johnson visited Peru and assisted in
the development of vocational agriculture and the Future
Farmers of Peru. Miss Nina Portara, Executive Secretary
of the Future Farmers of Peru, visited the United States
and was a speaker at the national FFA convention.

During 1960 Joe Hughes, national FFA vice-president,
manned a booth on Amerncan Youth at the West Berlin
Fair.

In 1962, Wm. Paul Gray, in cooperation with Dr,
James E. Woodhull, of the Agency for International De-
velopment, as a result of meetings with the Ministers of
Aagriculture and Education, and the National Director of
Vocational Education in Colombia, established a founda-
tion for the organization of the Future Farmers of Colom-
bia. Technical assistance was provided, exchange pro-
grams were set up and outstanding teachers of vocational
agniculture in Colombia were brought to the United States
for six manths’ raining.

Jim Gibson, Assistant Director of the Peace Corps, ad-
dressed the national FFA convention in 1961 and 1963.
He asked for volunteers to serve in the Peace Corps and
challenged the FFA to sponsor and administer a Peace
Corps project in a developing natlon.

In 1963 the FFA signed a contract to spansor a Peace
Corps project in West Pakistan. Lloyd Wiggins, a former
teacher of vocational agriculture in Oklahoma, was
employed to supervise the project. A total of 34 volun-
teers were involved in projects 1o improve agriculture,
rural leadership, homes and home life and health
throughout the country. At the close of the project in
1965 Dr. Tenney went to West Pakistan to observe their
constructive work.
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After leaving West Pakistan he traveled to Banghok,
Thalland and Manila in the Philippines to discuss Peace
Corps projects, agricultural education and the FFA with
government officials. He visited the Future Farmers of the
Philippines and enroute home stopped in Tokyo to
confer with the leaders of the Future Farmers of Japan,

A number of state FFA associations became active in
international programs. They served as hosts to visitors
from other nations, sent representatives to participate In
international exchianges of youth, collected and repaired
used farm machinery and sent it to developing countries
and sent improved seeds and livestock to many nations.

The exchange program with the Natienal Federation of
Young Farmers Clubs of Great Britain, which had not
been active for several years, was resumed in 1965,

In 1962 the FFA began cooperating with the Peaple-
ta-People program, which was designed ta develop In-
ternational understanding. During that year members
from live states participated. In 1963 fourteen states sent
FFA members to Scotland, England, France, Belgium,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Germany and Denmark.

Many state FFA associations cooperated with CROP,
CARE, Self Help and other groups to help nesdy
countries.

In 1963 the FFA developed a comprehensive program
to expand international activities. The program included
the following major activities:

1. Prepare FFA color slides on activities, with script in

several different languages.

2. Provide complimentany subscriptions to The Na-
tional Future Farmer magazine to developing coun-
tries.

3. Develop instructional materials on leadership train-
ing in several different languages.

4. Contribute technical assistance in agricultural edu-
cation when requested.

5. When requested, plan programs for selected youth
and adults from developing countries to observe
and engage in experiences In leadership training
and agricultural development,

6. When requested and advisable, make provisions
for outstanding FFA members and adult specialists
to work with youth and adults in other countries

that are interested in Future Farmer organizations.

The FFA prepared a budget of 56,800 to help carry
out the new program.

In 1968 the FFA employed Lennie H. Gamage,
former national FFA officer from Virginia, and a member
of the FFA Program Division staff, to serve as Director of
[nternational Programs of the FFA.

In 1968 an exchange program was initiated with the
International Agticuliural Exchange Assoclation to pro-
vide practical work experience In agriculture {or partici-
pants. Two FFA members participated in 1968 but
arrangements were made for 25 participants from the
FFA and an equal number fram Western Europe 1o take
part in the exchange in 1969,

In 1970 the FFA made direct contact with the Euro-
pean Commitiee of Young Farmers Clubs, which repre-
sented 14 countries, and eperated directly an FFA pro-
gram called, “Work Experience Abroad.” During that
same vear, National FFA Vice-President David Dietz of
Oregon traveled to South Vietnam to assist in establishing
the Future Farmers of South Vietnam,

Teacher and youth exchange programs were estab-
lished in 1971 in Latin America with Fanama, Celombia
and Brazil.

In 1972 the national FFA organization sponsored, in
cooperation with the lowa Association, a swine improve-
ment program in Jamaica, After Lennie Gamage and
Tim Burke, national FFA president in 1972, vislted the
Youth Development Agency and Youth Clubs in
Jamaica, the FFA offered to provide high quality, pure-
bred swine to be given ta the youth camps in Jamaica to
launch a pig chain to upgrade swine. The offer was
accepted and the swine were provided by the lowa Asso-
ciation. Both boars and gilts were sant so a breeding
program could be conducted.

During that same year assistance was given in the es-
tablishment of the “Comite Interamericano de Educacion
Agricola,” a supportive organization to rural youth pro-
grams in Central and South America. The WEA pro-
gram was expanded Lo include New Zealand,

During November and December, 1973, Lennle
Gamage visited leaders of agricultural education and
youth organizations in agriculture in New Zealand, Aus-
tralia. Philippines. Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Thailand and



Iran. Instructlonal programs and youth organizations
were visited, Conferences were held with leaders to de-
termine ways in which the FFA could cooperate with
them. The possibilities of expanding the WEA program
were explored,

H. M. Hunsicker, National FFA Advisor, Mike Martin-
dale, WEA participant from Michigan and Mr. Gamage
visited Medellin, Colombia to confer with leaders in agri-
cultural education and to meet with members and leaders
of the Future Farmers of Colombia at their national con-
vention.

For many years the FFA has been providing programs
of leadership training for selected persons brought to the

The WEA class ol 1875 prepares for depariure. Each year
45-60 FFA members lake advaniage of the opportunity to
live ang work ¢n larms and agribusinessas in olhal nations
arpund the world
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A panel of educators from around tne warld discusses "Mew Concepls in Agricultural Education™ dunng the four day World
Conlerence in Agricultural Education held in conjunction with the 1976 Mational FFA Canvantion

United States to study agricultural education and the
FFA.

During 1974 the FFA assisted with a reconditioned
farm equipment project for Meals for Millions Founda-
tion in Ecuadar,

Plans were made in 1975 for the First World Con.
ference in Agricultural Education for Youth and Adult
Leaders, The FFA, with the help of Massey-Ferquson
Inc.. spansored the conference. A commirtee, composed
of representatives from several nations, shared in plan-
ning the conference, which was held Novemnber 9-12,
1976, at Kansas City, Missouri, In conjunction with the
national FFA convention. The purpose of the conference
was to learn more about each other by sharing and com-
paring problems, ideas and technical skills. Two hundred
and forty-three persons regisiered. including youth and
adults from 28 countries. Europe. South and Central
America, Canada. the South Pacific and Asia were
represented,

A major activity was the First International Agricultural
Olymples consisting of individual competitive activities in
soil and plant judging, agricultural mechanics, tractor
aperation and maintenance, and livestock judging. Most

participating countries received individual honors show-
ing that the agricultural skills demonstrated are valid
worldwide.

Much has been done by the FFA to promote agricul-
tural education and te develop agriculiural youth or-
ganizations in other nations. There has been an increas-
ing demand for this type of assistance. The FFA has also
endeavored to develop 2 sound, cooperative relationship
with existing agricultural youth organizations throughout
the world.

Bw close cooperation, the national erganization, state
associations and local chapters have developed an ex-
panding international program that is ¢challenging to FFA
members and of service to nations throughout the world.

The FFA cooperates with government agencies, inter-
naticnal agencies, including the United Mations, private
organizations and business organizations to help provide
the services needed by agricultural education programs
and youth organizatiens in other nations,

The challanges to the FFA are great and the future is
rich with promises of unlimited opportunities to be of
service to youth in other countries through international

programs.



Tha first World Conference In Agricultural Educaron lor Youlh and Adull Leaders was al-
tended by 231 parlicipanis lrom 2B couniries. Conference activliles included speechas.ang
disci:ssions as wall s educational conles1s that were part the lnernational Agricultural
Clympics

Patar Prokop. Mational Sacreiary af 1ha Austrian Rural
Yeulh gives welcome remarks

A fgam discusses a mechanical problam in the fractor
driving contest.

== g 8| L~ "
Participants demonstrate their carpentry gkills in the agricultural machanics contest.



National FFA Alumni Association

The National FFA Alumni Assoclation was organized
on May 12, 1972, when representatives from 33 states
met for an organizational meeting in Chicago, llinois,

Members and former members of the FFA had been
discussing the formation of an FFA Alumni Association
for many years. Records in the FFA Archives show that
soon after the FFA was formed in 1928 members ex-
pressed interest In creating an organization for former
members, National FFA convention proceedings In the
garly 1930s contain commiitee reports and recom-
mended objectives for an Alumni Association. Through
the years, this topic was discussed and former members
never gave up on the idea of developing an organization
that would make possible a close association with the
FFA.

Few organizations have developed a greater pride in
membership or loyalty to the organization than the FFA,
It is a unique prganization of members who have an abid-
ing faith in agricultural occupations and who believe that
they can play an important role in these occupations.

Maost farmer members look back with pride on the
happy yvears they spent as a member of the FFA, Many
of them got their start in leadership tralning in this organi-
zation during their teenage years. Many were inspired
and motivated to high attainment in the FFA, After they
had completed their membership many became leaders
of adult agricultural organizations and some were elected
to public office by their neighbors, They became mem-
bers of state legislatures, served as Secretaries of Agricul-
ture, Governors and some were elected to serve in the
House of Representatives and the Senate of the United
States, They attained high positions but they never for-
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got the FFA or the part it had played in molding their
lives. Jimmy Carter, when he was campaigning for the
Democratic presidentlal nomination in 1975 told FFA
members at the National Convention that his first
elected office was in the Plains FFA Chapter where he
served as Chapter Secretary. "1 still have a great respect
for the organization and for the industry of agriculture,”
he said. Senator Fred Harris from Oklahoma frequently
stated in his addresses that he received his first major
experience In public speaking by taking part in the Na-
tional FFA Public Speaking Contest.

In 1967, when the FFA was searching for methads of
financing the construction of a national conference center
facility, consideration was given to the formation of an
FFA Alumni Association, Several committees composed
of prominent former members met to study the possibili-
ties of establishing and needs for an FFA Alumni Associa-
tior. From the reports of these commiitees, a consensus
was reached that there was a definite need for and Inter-
est in the formation of such an Association for former
members. Surveys of potential mermbers, state staffs, and
local advisors showed that there was considerable interest
in forming an FFA Alumnl Association.

A major step was taken toward the formation of an
FFA Alumni Association by the delegates at the 1969 na-
tional FFA convention, when they established the Alumni
class of membership in the National FFA Constitution,

A temporary executive council was appointed from
members of sarlier committees by the FFA Board of Di-
rectors and National Officers. Its purpose was to make
plans for the development of an FFA Alumni Associa-
tion. A tentative constitution and by-laws were developed
along with a proposed plan of organization and a tenta-
tive budget.

To begin the organization. the National FFA Board of
Directors and National Officers in October 1970, autho-
rized a loan of 350,000 for the formation and implemen-
tation of the FFA Alumni Association. It was agreed that
the temporary Alumni Council was to serve until the first
election could be held as directed by the constitution and
by-laws, Gus Douglass, Commissioner of Agriculture in
West Virginia and former National FFA President, was
selected to serve as chairman of the Council and Dr.
James Clouse, Head of Agnicultural Education at Virginia



Polytechnic Institute and State University, as vice-
chairman. A search began lor an Executive Officer to
guide the development of the FFA Alumni Association.

Jay Benham a vocational agriculture instructor from
Ohio was employed as Administrative Secretary by the
FFA Alumni Councll in January 1971. This action was
approved by the Natlonal FFA Board of Directors and
Board of Student Officers.

An operational procedure was developed with pro-
visions made for chartering state associations and local
units. Charter membership was adopted for all who
joined before the first meeting. A life member class of
membership was established. A quarterly newsletter was
planned for all FFA Alumni members.

By October, nine states had applied for a state charter.
The first charters were presented al the 1971 national
FFA convention to: Kansas, Louisiana, Indiana, Ohio,
Oregon, Texas, Oklahoma, Wyoming and Tennessee.

The FFA was now ready to officially organize an FFA
Alumni Association. Plans were made to hold the organi-
zational meeting on May 12, 1972, in Chicago, llinois.

When an announcement was made that the Assocla:
tion would be formed on that date membership more
than doubled in the 30 days prior to the organizational
meeting. Representatives of 33 states were present in
Chicago on May 12 to help organize the FFA Alumni
Association,

The firgt Mational FFA Alyrmni Advisory Coundll met in
1971. Mambers of iha Council were ($eated br) Dr, Jamas
Clouse, Dwight Seegmiller, Tim Burke, Gus Dougiass, Jay
Bennam (standing l-r) Millard Gundlach, Gordon Galbralth,
E C. "Dick” Waeklsy, Kenneth McMillan, Billy Connars,
Harry Epler and Edwin Hadlock.
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Gus R. Douglass, Chairman of the Alumni Council,
called the meeting to arder and said:

“Today we stand lace to face with an opportunity of-
fered to few people. What we do with it can affect agri-
culture positively for generations. The FFA Alumni As-
soclation iz needed for the advancement of agriculture and
to help provide youth with a purpose through agriculture.
FFA Alumni members can help agriculrural education by
applying their practical experiences to fresh, Innovaiive

programs to give agribusiness its rightul stature in our

The group was composed of blue-jacketed FFA
mermbers, FFA advisors, vocational agriculture supervi-
sors, teacher educators, farmers, businessmen and
guests. State FFA Alumni Association Charters were pre-
sented to 22 states. This brought the total of chartered
states to 31 including nine states that received charters at
the national FFA convention.

It was agreed that the election of the next FFA Alumni
Council would be by mail ballot. Plans were made to hold
the first annual meeting of the Association on October
13, 1972, in the Music Hall of the Municipal Auditorium
in Kansas Clty, Missourl, In conjunction with the na-
tional FFA convention,

At the first annual meeting in Kansas City, nine more
states were granted charters bringing the total to 40 char-
tered State FFA Alumnl Associations within one year.
The following states were now chartered:

Kansazs Pennsylvania Maorth Dakota
Louislana Kentuchy Califarmia
Indiana Georgia Michigan
Ohio New Hampshire New Jersey
Oregon Wisconsin Minnesota
Texas Maryland Maine
Oklahoma Misslssipp South Carolina
Wyoming North Carolina Arizana
Tennessea lowa Misscuri
ingis South Dakota MNavada
Virginia Delaware Cannecticut
Mantana Alabama ldaho
Nebraska Florida Massachusens
West Virginia

The states are listed In the order in which they were
chartered.

The first constitution and by-laws, as amended by a
vate of the membership, were officially approved at the
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first annual meeting. Provision was made for Life Mem-
bership with a one-time dues payment of $100. The
regular dues were set at $4.00 per member per year.
The official FFA Alumni emblem was adopted. Gus
Douglass was elected to serve as Chairman and Dr.
James Clouse as Vice-Chairman for the next year.

According to the Plan of Operation and the Constitu-
tion, the National FFA Alumni Association was an affili-
ate of the Future Farmers of &merica. The executive
body of the MNational FFA Alumni Association was to be
the Mational FFA Alumni Council, which directs the op-
eration of the Alumni Association, in accordance with its
constilutional purposes and operates subordinate to the
Mational FFA Board of Directors. The Administrative
Secretary of the FFA Alumni Assoclation was made re-
sponsible 1o the Alumni Council {or administering the op-
eration of the Alumni Association. The Constitution and
By-laws of the Mational FFA Alumni Association, which
were approved by the FFA Board of Directors, were to be
in harmony with the purposes of the FFA.

The location of the principal office of the Associa-
tion was lo be in the Wational FFA Center.

The purposes of the MNational FFA Alumni Association
were to unite support for vocational agricultural educa-
tion, strengthen the FFA, and promote a greater knowl-
edage of the agricultural industry at all levels.

A number of official items, such as pins, decals and
stationery were developed and made available through
the FFA Supply Service.

A Legion of Mert Citation was adopted 1o give recog-
nition to those who assisted in bullding the FFA Alumni
Assoclation,

By the 1973 national FFA convention five more states
had applied for a charter, and at the second annual meet-
ing charters were presented to Arkansas, Mew York,
Washingzon, New Mexico and Vermoni. The delegates
to the FFA convention voted 1o add Alumni Relations as
the eleventh division of the FFA Program of Activitles.

The first FFA Alumni Program of Action was adopted
in 1974, A constitutional amendment was adopted to
open membership to all those interested |n the FFA.

At the third annual meeting, held at the 1974 national
FFA convention, the first FFA Alumni Outstanding
Achievement Awards were presented 1o Congressman

Jay Benham, the first Administrative
Secrétary of the FFA Alumni ASSQGiE:
tion, & grasted by Hichard Waybright,
Narignal FFA Alumni Cauncii Chalrman
in 1875=T6E a5 Aoban “Woody' Cox,
Slumnl Adminisiralive Secrelary since
Jdanuary 1976, loaks an,

Tha first 1hree recipients of the FEA Alumni
Owistanding Achievemen! Award recag-
nizing service (o1he FRA and agricullure al
lgcal, srate and national levéls ware:
Congrassman Jerry Litton, Broadoasies
Orlon Samuelzsen and Farm Buraau
Prasident Witliam Kunhfuss.

Ay mamoars from Nacth Caralina were
sha lirst 1o recewe 1he Logion ol Mari
Cilation



NATIONALF.FA ALUMNI
41h ANNUAL MEETING

Eachyear (na National FFA Alumni Asgociation holds its annual meelifg in Kansas City, Missouri, Incanjunclion wish
1he Mational FFA G:mue ntign. Mearly 1000 lgrmer m Bmm anaended the fourth 2nnual mesting,

FFA members and Alumni olten joinin Watiorm| Alumni Chairman Gus
cammunily setvice projects e this where Dougloss (el presents one of 1ha biesl
members gun 12 loads of liewssd fora State Alumn: Association Charlers 1o a
incal nursing home. defegation from the Xenecky FFA

Alomnil Asseciation al the ocrganizational
maating hold In Chicago, ingis, on May
12,1972,

David C. Thomas, Natonal FFA Alumni
Chairman 1876-77, saccépien ihe State FEA
Alumni Gharter for the Missourl FEA Alumai " i
Association i 1972 at tha first Matanal FEA L.c:al FEA Mumnlaltiates hur-:i meetings
Alumni Annual Meeting in Kansas City, wWiRn Ncessany 1o discuss activitias 10 be
fissouri carrlad aut in suppoarl ol the FFA chapter
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Jerry Litton; Willlam Kuhfuss, President, American Farm
Bureau; and Orlon Samuelson, WGN in Chicago. Dr.
James Clouse was elected Chairman and Richard Way-
bright Vice-Chairman. A lifetime subseription to The Na-
tional Future Farmer magazine was approved for all Life
Members. A Leadership Scholarship Program was
adopted to provide scholarships to FFA membaers to at-
tend the Washington Conference Programs.

More than 600 persons were present at the fourth an-
nual meeting held at the 1975 national FFA canvention,
and there were representatives present from 49 states.
Charters were granted to Rhode Island, Colorade, and
Utah, thus completing the chartering of all states In the
continental United States.

The FFA Alumni Quistanding Achievement Awards
were presented to Phillip Alampi, Commissioner of Agri-
culture in New Jersey; Dana Bennett, President, Farm
Film Foundation; and O. W. Randolph, Moorman
Manufacturing Company.

The Association appointed a task force to assist in the
elimination of the shortage of teachers of vocational agri-
culture and the development of network TV public ser-

members in the Food for America program
{o actively promaoie the industry of agri-
cullure in fheis community

vice announcements to explain and create a positive at-
titude towards vocational agriculture, careers in agricul-
ture and the FFA.

Richard Waybright, farmer, businessman and former
national FFA officer, was elected Chairman and David
Thomas Vice-Chairman of the Council.

Administrative Secrefary, Jay Benham, resigned to re-
turn to the home farming operation and was replaced by
Robert W, Cox, a former teacher of vacational agricul-
ture and FFA Executive Secretary in Kentucky. Cox
assumed his duties in January 1976.

By January 1976, the Association had an active mem-
bership of 11,500 members. The Alumni Association had
582 Life Members,

In 1976 the FFA Alumni converted its membership
record system from a manual to a computer system. It al-
so converted fram the monthly anniversary renewal of its
membership to a calendar year renewal system for all
members.

The Fifth Annual Meeting was held in the newly
opened H. Roe Bartle Arena in Kansas City. The FFA
Alumni Outstanding Achievement Awards for 1976
were presented to Mr. William Paul Gray, National FFA
Executive Secretary, and Donald N. McDowell, Execu-
tive Director of the National FFA Foundation Sponsar-
ing Committee.

The first FFA Alumni Outstanding Affiliate Award was
presented to Evansville, Wisconsin. This affiliate with 78
active members (47 life members) accomplished 31 ac-
tivities in support of vocational agriculture and the FFA,,

David C. Thomas, Vice-President of the Midcontinent
Farmers Organization from Columbia, Missouri, was
elected the Mational Chairman and Arthur R. Kurtz,
Deputy Secretary of Agriculture for Wisconsin, was
elected National Vice-Chairman.

The 1977 theme for the over 12,500 annual and 916
life members is "FFA Alumni . . . Supporting Vocational
Agriculture "

4s the FFA approached its Golden Anniversary it was
finding the National FFA Alumni Association 1o be a
strong supporter of agricultural education and the FFA.
It was also making possible many constructive oppor-
tunities for former members and friends of the FFA to
continue to serve agriculture and youth,



Awards and Contests Programs

Awards and contests have always been an important
part of the FFA program. Effective programs of awards
and contests were established before the FFA was or-
ganized in 1928. Unfortunately information is not avail-
able concerning the first awards offered and the first con-
tests which were held for students of vocational agricul-
ture.

Probably the first FFA activities were livestock judging
contests. Because of the instructional value of evaluating
classes of livestock, many vocational agriculture teachers
slarted holding livestock judging contests for their stu-
dents soon after instruction in agriculture was offered.

Local awards were made available to contest participants.

The contestants usually were rated on a numerical basis
and awards were given to the winners, This practice was
followed until 1946 when a national committee, recom:
mended that the Danlsh system of awards be used to
place teams and individuals in gald, silver, and bronze
emblem classifications.

The chapter on Significant Accomplishments presents
a brief history of the chronological development of award
programs and contests. This chapter is devoted primarily
to the rationale for contests and awards and brief deserip-

tions of such programs.

Most of the contests, held for students of vocational
agriculture, were designed to promote interest and give
students an opportunity to apply the instruction they
were recelving in the classtoom. The contests usually
were held in the local community and were directly ve-
lated to the Instructional program. When local teams
were trained It was a logical step 1o hold contests be-
tween students from the different high schools in the
area. These contests frequently were held at community
fairs and livestock shows.

Judging contests of various kinds proved so popular
that a number of states beaan holding state contests as
early as 1919 and 1920. These contests were held even
before some states had formed a state organization of stu-
dents enrolled in vocatlonal agriculture. These contests
had a strong Influence on the development of the FFA ot-
ganization on local, state and national levels, The Na-
tional Congress of Vocational Agriculture Students was
started under the direction of Dr. C. H. Lane of the U.S.
Office of Education ta implement national judging con-
tests and was a forerunner of the FFA.

When the FF & started it was not necessary for the or-

jn 1929 FEA membars gathered a1 the Ballimore Hotel fo recognize parcipants inaational judgmng centes!s halsm confu nallary
with 1he Amarican Royal Livesiock and Horse Show.
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ganization to immediately become involved with the
judging contests, since thay were already being con-
ducted in many states and on a national basis by leaders
ln agricultural education. For a number of years after the
FFA was organized, delegates to state and national con-
venilons did not become invelved with the judaing con-
tests, Hawever they did review the needs for additional
contests and awards.

In 1929 the FFA launched a national chapter contest
to stimulate improvement in the work of local FFA
chapters. Awards for this contest were provided by Farm
Journal magazine, [n 1931 the FFA began providing
awards for this contest and continued this practice until
awards were provided by the FFA Foundation

The national public speaking contest was started by the
FFA In 1930 to encourage members to study and speak
on current farm problems. Senator Arthur Capper of
Kansas sponsored the contest for two years, after which
it was sponsored by the FEA until awards were made
available to the FFA Foundation.

When the FFA began, the state associations were new
and it was belleved to be advisable to give awards to the
most outstanding state associations. Awards for this
program were provided by the National Grange and were
based on the annual reports submitted by the state asso-
ciations. These awards encouraged state associations to
develop strong programs. After a few years this award
program was discontinued.

The Mational Congress of Vocational Agriculture Stu-
dents continued to sponsor the national judging contests
until 1936, The FFA convention and the national judg-
ing contests were billed that year as Ninth National Con-
vention of Future Farmers of America, and National
Contests [or Students of Vocational Agriculture,

As the FFA grew in numbers and prestige members
and advisors requested that the national judging contests
be made a part of the FFA program. The judging con-
tests were discontinued during the war years. When the
judging contests were renewed after the war in 1947
they were called national FFA judoing contests and have
since continued to be a part of the FFA program.

One of the major problems faced by the FFA in the ad-
ministration of award and contest programs was obtain-
ing funds for appropriate awards on the national. state

and |ocal levels, When the FFA Foundation was
launched in 1944 it began providing funds to the FFA
which made possible the development of comprehensive
award programs. As more money became available
these award programs continued to expand,

Prior to the development of the Foundation many of
the awards were provided by individuals, organizations

The Stamping Groudnd FFA Chaptes
af Kemucky was one af the earky
winmars of the National FEA Chaplar
Coniest &ward

and commercial companles. It was customary for the
donor to present the awards. These presentations fre-
quently took so much time that they had a defrimental
influence on award programs. By pooling the conmibu-
tions of donors into one “general fund” the FFA Founda-
tion helped to solve this problem. The Foundation also
made it passible for many new sponsors to share in help-
ing sponsor the contest and award program of the FFA.

Changes have been made as needed by the FFA In
the various contest and award programs. Some contests
have been discontinued and many new ones have been
added. In 1974 Ted E. Amick, a farmer vo-ag teacher
from Pennsylvania, was employed as FFA Specialist in
charge of National Contests and other activities.

The National Contests are educational activities spon-
sored and financed with funds provided by the National



FFA Foundation including special industry sponsors.
They were designed to complement classtoom instruc-
tlon by giving students an opportunity to apply their new
knowledge in competitive situations. Each contest was
specifically developed to test skills and knowledge of
students in a particular area of agriculture.

Each year a special study committee on national con-
tests meets in Kansas City, Missouri, on the last day of the
MNational FFA Convention. The committee is made up of
an agriculture instructor from each of the six NVATA re-
gions, one teacher educator and one state supervisor
from each of the four FFA regions, the chairman of the
Mational Association of State Supervisors of Agricultural
Education, the chairman of the American Association of
Teacher Educators in Agriculture. one person from the
Mational FFA Board of Directors, the chairman of the
Delegate Contest Committee and the FFA staff specialist
on Mational Contests. The committee studies national
contest activities and makes recommendabions (o the Na-
tional FFA Board of Directors,

In 1948 Wilbur Cochel, Editar of |he Weakiy Star
Faremer (farm pager af 1he Kansas City Srar),
prasented tha lagl $1000 chock fram the Kansas
Ciry Star to tne FFA Star Farmer of America. After
that the Star Farmer of America Awaids weare
presented by the National FFA Foundation.
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The following contests were being conducted by the
FFA in 1977

Dairy Cattle Judging Farm Business Manage-
Livestock Judging meni
Pouloy Judging Meats Judging

Agricultural Mechanics Horticulture

Mitk Quality and Dalry Foeds  Public Speaking

Teams and individuals that participate in each of the
contests are designated Gold Emblem, Silver Emblem,
Branze Emblem and undesignated. All awards are fi-
nanced by the National FFA Foundation. Several of the
contests are sponsored as special projects by cooperat-
Ing industry, as a special project of the Foundation,

The national FFA public speaking contest is designed
to develop agricullural leadership by providing for mem-
ber participation in agriculiural public speaking activities
and stimulating interest in leadership and citizenship.

In 1976 the first National Farm Business Management
Contest was held during the forty-ninth convention. The
contest measures the student’s ability to make key eco-
nomic and budgeting decisions. A total of twenty-six
states participated in the first contest, During the summer
of 1977 a National FFA Farm Business Management
Seminar was held for state leaders in Moline, linols. It
provided the opportunity for states to exchange contest
and program ideas which they are conducting in Farm
Business Management.

Many adults are recagnizod for outstanding
zervice to the National FFA Qrganization. Each
year approximataly lour parsens are recog-
nized in the prasentation of VIP Awards for
Ineir many years of special service o the FRA
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FFAmembers parlicigale ina
ool idantiicatian conlast

eonducied by Thair srate
Fresident Harry Truman con- aescciation /

gratulaied the Regional Star
American Farmers al the
1957 Matlonal FFA Con-
waniion

wWhen ine Nanonal FFA Dairy Judging Contest was hald n
Waterloo, kowa, in conjunclion wilh a National Daliy Show. a Star
Dalry Farmer was selacied and honored in (Ne award congmonies




Agricultural
Proficiency
Awards

The purposes of the agricultural proficiency awards are
to stimulate interest in the instructional program and agri-
cultural occupations, and to reward FFA members at the
local, state, regional and national levels for exceptional
accomplishments in progressing toward specific oc-
cupational objectives in agriculture.

The following FFA Proficiency Awards were available
to FFA members in the 1977 -78 school year:

Agricultural Electrification Home and Farmstead

Agricultural Mechanics lmprovemant
Agricultural Processing Horse Proficiency
Agricultural Sales and/or Mursery Crperations

Service Outdoor Recreation
Beef Production Flacement in Agricultural
Crop Production Production
Dairy Production Poultry Production
Diversified Livestock Sheep Production

Production Soil and Water
Fish and Wildlife Management

Management Swine Praduction
Flariculture Turf and Landscape
Forest Management Managemeant

Fruit and /or Vegetable
Production

MNational winners receive a check for $500 and a
plaque; regional winners receive a check for $250 and a
plague; state winners receive a check for $100 and a
certificate; and local winners receive a medal and cer-
tificate. The number of $100 awards to state winners is
based on state FFA membership,

FFA Proficiency Awargs recagnize mambers for
achievement \oward their gccupational goal and are
an incentive 1o excell in agricuiture and agriousiness.
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National
FFA Chapter
Safety Award

The safety award is sponsored as a special project of
the FFA Foundation. This program was launched in
1950 and has motivated chapters to develop safety pro-
grams that have proven to be of great service to agrh-
culture and the local community,

Four types of chapter safety awards are provided
through the FFA Foundation. They are: State Superior
Award, National Bronze Emblem Award, National Sil-
ver Emblem Award, and National Gold Emblem Award.
These awards are based on the achievement of local
chapters in conducting a safety program that meets the
needs of chapter members and the local community.
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Building
Our American
Communities

The FFA adopted a program in 1971 o involve FFA
members in improving Amerlean communities, Some of
the community improvement activities in which FFA
chapters have been involved include creating, expand-
ing, and upgrading job opportunities; providing adequate
community facilities; making batter housing available; im-
proving the environment through land use planning,
zoning, and the development of programs to make avail-
able clean air and water, developlng recreation facili-
ties; and people building, with emphasis on education,
manpower development and spiritual training. This pro-
gram Is coanducted in close cooperation with the Farmers
Home Administration of the L).S, Department of Agricul-
ture.

Awards have been provided for local chapters to pre-
sent to individuals or groups actively Involved in the pro-
gram, In addition area, state and national awards have
been provided by the FFA Foundation. Chapters are
rated Gold, Sllver or Bronze Emblem. Each of the four
regional winners Is awarded a check far $200 from the
FFA Foundation

In 1976 a comprehensive instructional unit was
veloped titled "Community Development FFA Style.”
This reference with its accompanving teachers' plan has
been designed to enable studants to study the commumnity
development process. These units and accompanving
audic-visuals were introduced to the states through a
series of five National workshops conducted during the
summer of 1976

American Farmer Degree candidales are mcognized In a
gpecial ceramony arior 1o being presented thelr degree

Official judges who selec! the winnar ol the National
BOALC award ing lude gavernmant and businass
leadars




Establishment
in Agriculture
Awards

The first major FFA award was the Star Farmer of
America Award. [t was started in 1928 to recognize the
Star Farmer of America and the Regional Star Farmers,
The award was sponsored by the Kansas City Star untll it
was taken over by the FFA Foundation, Awerds were
alsa given for many years to Star State Farmers, selected
in states served by the Kansas City Star.

Rod Tumnbull was a reparter for the Kansas City Star at
the time the FFA was founded. Later he became an agri-
cultural reparter and wrote many articles about the FFA
and the Star Farmer of America, For several vears Mr.
Turnbull related the following story to National Officers
about how the Star Farmer of America Award was initi-
ated.

“The Konsas City Star did have a lot to do with helping
the Future Farmers of America get off to a good start.

It {the FFA) was almost a Star baby for a while as far as
Kansas City was concerned and as far as the Star was
concerned and for a long time we treated It almost like
samething holy down at the Star. In other words the FFA
could do no wrong and we did everything we could to
promote i

“The Star of course was covering this thing (the or-
ganizational meeting for the FFA at the Baltimore Ho-
tel) and at that time we had a farm paper called the
Weekly Star Former, The editor of the Weekly Star
Farmer was there and somebody, probably In this group
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of ag teachers and young men, said "We have to have
sorne way to let the whole world know we've got an or-
ganization.” Semebody else said "Why don't we pick out
one boy every year and set him out as the best young
farmer in America. He'd be the star of the whole show,
he'd be the Star Farmer of America.’ Everybody thought
that would be just fine.

“They decided to give this boy a plague. Somebody
said what plaque —they didn't have any money. The or-
ganization was just starting out and had nothing. Se Mr,
W. A. Cochel, who was editor of the Weekly Star Farm-
er, and agricultural editor at the Star then said "Well, I'll
go down to the Star and see if we can get some money.”

“So he went down to the Star and talked to George
Longan, who was President at that time. Keep in mind
that this was in 1928 and we didn"t have the inflation we
have roday. Farmers were getting ready for 20¢ wheat
and 10¢ corn.

“Mr. Cochel talked to Mr. Longan and said, "Well if
we'te going to do it. let's do itvight. Let's give them the
biggest prize that any farm boy could get in the United
States. Let's make ita thousand dollars.” Mr. Cochel said
that was wonderful—that was way beyond anything he
had in mind.

“They decided that there should also be second, third
and fourth prizes so they agreed 1o have the regional
prizes, which of course were 3500}, And then the Star,
which has always been a profit making crganization, said

inrecent years judging eoniast panicipams have been ecognized
and precented awards ata oreaklast inihei nonor
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Regognilion at iha Mational FFA Conveniion n Kansas Cily. Mesaun, as & streng incenfive o FFA membess (b compata far
chapter and indnvidual awards.

Mationai winners of (he Dairy Catlle Judging Cantest Four Regicnal Winners of [he Nalional Pubiic Spaak-
Ing Cantes

Matignal Agricutiural Etectriticatian Proliciency Awdrd Thie Star Farmer and Star Agribusinessman of Amar.
Winner and thred regional turners-p ica and theit lamilies

Matlanal winrer of 1he BOAC Award



Caoniestants in ihe National Pouliy Comest check egg
quahly,
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supposing that none of those boys, elither the Star Farmer
of America or the regional Star Farmers would happen
not to be in the circulation area of the Star ar the Weekly
Star Farmer. The Stor wouldn't get much publicity. So
they decided they would name State Star Farmers too
and give them $100. That way the Kansas City Star
would always have a Star Farmer in its clreulation area.
They (the Kansas City Star management) also llked that
idea of ‘Star Farmer of America’— It just seemed to fit
right in with the Kanses City Star, giving the money.

“Mr. Cochel went back and reported what he could
do. This really was the start of the awards for the Future
Farmers of America, The Star gave the money. And for
20 years the Star continued it and during that 20 vears up
until 1948 you didn’t say anything wrong about the FFA
at the Kensas City Star. It was our baby and every staff
member was supposed to know it. After 1948 the FFA
Foundation was established. It had been agreedina
meeting which this same Mr, Cochel chalred that the
foundation should be created because by that time there
were all kinds of awards programs and they were getting
a little too commercial. [t was agreed that all money in-
cluding the Star’s should go inte the Foundation. So after
1948 the Star Farmer of America award was no longer
sponsored by the Kanses City Star”

Today the Star Farmer of America receives a check
for $1,000 from the FFA Foundation. (A list of the top
winners of this award is included In the Appendix.) The
Regional Star Farmers each receive a check for $500.
Star State Farmers each receive a check for 3200 and
medals are given to Star Chapter Farmers and Star
Greenhands,

In 1958 the FFA began producing an annual film on
the four regional $tar Farmers of America. Sponsored by
Keystone Steel and Wire Company, the films were an im-
mediate success and were in constant demand by FFA
chapters. The films were approximately 30 minutes in
length and documented the successful farming opera-
tions of the four young men selected to represent thelr
respective regions in the Star Farmer of America com-
petition. Teachers found the films were not only an in-
spiration to members but they were also educational and
a good way to promate modern farm practices. The films
were discontinued (n 1969 but were resumed in 1972
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under the sponsorship of the CIBA-GEIGY Corporation
of Greensboro, North Carolina.

When instruction in agriculture was broadened to in-
clude all majer agricultural occupations similar swards
were started in 1967 by the FFA Foundation for Star
Agribusinessman of America, Regional Star Agribusi-
nessman, Star State Agribusinessman and Star Chapter
Agribusinessman. When production of the Star Farmer
films resumed the Regional Star Agribusinessmen were
also included in the annual film and the film was called
Stars Over America,

Appropriate cash travel awards are given annually by
the FFA Foundation ta members wha receive the Amert-
can Farmer Degree
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Fatticipants in thi National Livestosk Judging Contes! at one
time used ine facilities of 1ne Kansas Clty Stock Yards as lhe
site of the conlast. The contast is now haid ar the American
Royal Livestdck and Horse Show arana.

Contestanis observe 2 class of dairy canie during the Natianal Daicg Catle Judging Contes:
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FFA members share a joke wilh Cowdoy Star Roy Rodgers,
who presented a heiler 1o the FRA member named Eastarn
States Star Farmer at the Eastern States Exposilion in
Springlield, Massachusatls, in 1972,
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FFA
Achievement
Award

The Achievement Award Program was deslgned to en-
able FFA members to achleve personal recognition
through the FFA for thelr efforts in the classroom, agricul-
tural laboratary, shop and after-school activities. The pur-
pose of the FFA Achievement Award is to increase the
involvermnent of all students of vocational agriculture in
FFA activities by offering a realistically attainable level of
recognition for each student. This motivation for greater
participation is accomplished by providing each student
an Achievement Award certificate. Embossed FFA em-
blems for mounting on the Achievement Award certifi-
cate are provided to all students upon satisfactory com-
pletion of 80% of the skills and tasks in each of the fal-
lowing four areas: vocational skills, leadership develop-
ment, career understanding, and safety practices. This
award was started in 1975,

National
Conference for
State Presidents

In 1959 the MNational FFA Foundation began providing
funds to State FFA Presidents to help offset the costs of
participatlon in a natlonal seminar for state officers. The
conferences are arranged by the National FFA Organiza-
tion Staff and the Matlonal FFA Officers and are held in
Washlngton, D.C. Funds provided by a Special Project
Sponsor assist In providing transportation to and from
Washington, D.C. and provide meals, lodging and ex-
penses of the conference. The conference program is de-
slgned to give state officers—most of whom are recently
elected—advanced leadership training and to familiarize
them with programs of the National FFA Organization.
The conference is also an opportunity to meet and ex-
change ideas with fellow state officers and to meet with
leaders in the nation’s capital,
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Contesls and award programs in horticuliure now give
sludentis In this expanding area of study more coportunifles
o campele The Natlonal Horticulture Contes! was halg far
thie first time gt the 1974 National FFA Conventicn

Awards for State Initiated

Programs for Improving
Agricultural Leadership

Many states have special needs for leadership activitles
which are not met by regular FFA Foundation programs.
To assist siates in meeting these needs the National FFA
Foundation established a special category of funds to pro-
vide manies for State [nitfated Programs, Since 1946 the
FFA Foundatlon has provided thousands of dollars to
states to fund leadership development acilvities and
award programs of many different kinds tailored to the
needs of each individual state. State Initiated Program
funds are prorated to states annually on the basis of FFA
membership in the state.

The Agricdltural Mechanics Contes! challanges
coniestants in & number of mechanical skills: Herea
leam trouble-shoots a small gasoiing engina



Food for
America

Making people more aware of the importance of agri-
culture and agribusiness has always been a goal of the
FFA. Across the nation FFA Chapters have actively
warked to tell the story of American Agriculture through
exhibits at fairs, children’s barnyards, and other local pub-
lie relations programs.

Ir 1975 the National FFA Organization responded 1o
the need expressed by FFA chapters for materials that
could be used In educating the public about agriculture,
The Food for America program launched in 1975 was
designed to help FFA chapters tell the story of agricul-
ture. Materials developed for the program are aimed at
elementary school children at the second, third and
fourth grade levels and include a film, a Farm Ant Book,

& lesson plan, posters and suggestions for other exhibits
and demanstrations.

FFA Chapters presenting the Food for America pro-
gram are encouraged to lirst conduct a class on agricul-
ture, explaining modern farming and agribusiness and
showing the film. After the classroom sessions FFA chap-
ters are encouraged to host field trips to farms or bring
livestock to the school so that children can see live ani:
mals and become more familiar with the operation of a
farm.

The Food for America program has been an outstand-
ing success. In its first year of operation more than a thou-
sand FFA Chapters participated in the program. In fol-
lowing years more chapters participated and a high per-
centage of chapters that conducted the Food for America
program the first year were invited to give itin even more
schools the following year.

The Food for America program has been beneficial in
several ways. First it gives FFA members an opportunity
to use leadership skills by organizing a program and com-
municating with others. The program has helped educate
children and adults about agriculture and it has provided
career education to elementary school children by show:
ing them some of the job opportunities in modern agri
culture and agribusiness.

Mational FFA awards and contests have grown from a
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Tne Food lor America Program Involves FFA members in
activities (o 1ell elementary sluden!s how farmers produce
food and fiber

humble beginning during the early days of vocational
agriculiure and the FFA to large, constructive develop-
ments which recognize outstanding achizvements of FFA
members and chapters. The motivating influence of
awards and contests sponsared by FFA has had a whole-
some influence upon FFA members, chapters, state asso-
ciations, the public schools, agriculture, local communi-
ties and government.

Many publications have been prepared about the
award and contest programs. These are available from
Rabert A. Seefeldt and Ted Amick. FFA Program Spe-
cialists at the National FFA Center. (For additional infor-
mation about the program of the FFA Foundation please
see the chapter on the Foundation.)

The following is a list of FFA Contests, Awards and
other special projects, the date they were initiated, and
the sponsor as of 1977.
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Mational FFA Foundation Award Program

Program

Mational Chapter Award Program
Mational Public Speaking Contest
Mational Chapter Safety Award Program
Agricultural Proficiency Award Programs

Proficiency Award Programs

Program

Agricultural Electrification
Agricultural Mechanics
Agricultural Processing

Agricultural Sales and/or Service
Beef Production
Crop Production
Dairy Production

Diversified Livestock Production
Forest Management

Home and/or Farmstead Improvement
Harse Proficiency

Cutdoor Recreation

Placement in Agricultural Praduction
Poultry Production

Soil & Water Management

Swine Production

Crrmamental Horticulture

Floriculture

Mursery Operations

Turt and Landscape Management
Fruit and Vegetable Production

Fish and Wildlife Managemem
Agribusiness

Matural Resources Development
Sheep Production

Contests

Program

Agricultural Mechanics
Dairy Cattle Judging

Milk Quality & Dairy Foods
Horticulture

Livestock Judging
Meats dudging

Farm Business Management
Poultry Judging

Date
Initiatec

1830
1930
1950
1944

Crate
Initiated

1946
1944
1971
1971
1974
1961
1948

1961
1961
1966
1975
1971
1965
1961
1949
1974
1966
1977
1977
1977
1977
1971
1968
1968
1974

Date
Iritiated

1972
1925
1926
1974

1926
1926

1976
1926

Sponsar

Natlonal FFA Foundation, Inc.
Matlonal FFA Foundation, Inc
MNational FFA Foundation, Inc.
MNational FFA Foundation, Inc.

Food & Energy Council, Inc.
International Harvester Company
Carnation Company
Allis-Chalmers Corporation
{J} Sperry New Holland & Nasco International, Inc.
Producers of Funk's G-Hybrids
{d} Aveo New |dea Farm Equipment & Del aval Separator
Company
[J) Keystone Steel & Wire & A. O, Smith Harvestore
Weyerhaeuser Company Foundafion
Upiohn Company
The American Morgan Horse Association
White Farm Equipment Company
(d) Hesston Corporation & Shell Chemical Company
Allied Mills. Inc.
Ford Motor Company Fund
Plizer, Inc. Agricultural Division
(dropped in 1976) National FFA Foundation, Inc,
Mational FFA Foundation, Inc.
Weyerhasuser Company Foundation
0. M. Scott & Sons Company
Mational FFA Foundation, Inc.
Mational FFA Foundation, Inc.
trenamed 1971)
trenamed 1971)
Mational FFA Foundation, Inc,

The Firestone Tire & Rubber Company
Associated Milk Producers. Inc., Carnation Company
Mid-America Dairymen, Ing.
{J] American Association of Nurserymen, Inc.
(J) Gulf Crop Protection Products, Gulf Qil Chemicals Company
(d) The Vitality Seed Company
{J) Wholesale Nursery Growers of America, Inc.
Ralston Purina Company
id} Geo. A. Hormel & Company
(d) Jones Dairy Farm
()] Oscar Mayer & Company
id] Wilson Foods Corporation
John Deere Foundation
Victor F. Weaver, Inc. & FFA Foundation, Inc



Establishment in Agriculture Awards

Program

Star Farmer of America

Star State Farmer

Star Chapter Farmer

Star Greenhand

State Star, Regional Star and Star
Agribusinessman of America

Star Chapter Agribusinessman

Other Special Project Programs

Program

Building our American Communities
FFA Adwisor's Handbook

FFA Member Student Handbook
Food For America

FFA Golden Anniversary Film
International Agricultural Olympics
MNational Safety

State Presidents Conference

Stars Over America Film

Stars Award Program

Data
Initiated Sponsar

1928 Mational FFA Foundation, Inc.
1946 Mational FFA Foundation, Inc,
1950 Mational FFA Foundation, lnc.
1960 Mational FFA Foundation, lnc.

1967 Mational FFA Foundation, Inc,
1976 Mational FFA Foundation, lnc,

Date
[nitiated

1971 Lilly Endowment, Inc

19756 Merchk and Company Foundation
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1977 Federal Intermediate Credit Banks & Production Credit Assoc,

1975 (J) American Breeders Service

{J} Chemagro Agricultural Division

(J) DeKalb AgResearch, Inc.
() J. I. Case Company

1977 Firestane Tire & Rubber Company

1976 Massey-Ferquson, Inc.

1950 (J) Dow Chemical Co. & Farm & Industrial Equipment Institute

1969 General Motors Corporation
1971 CIBA-GEIGY Corporation

1928 Executive Sponsors (individuals contributing $100 or more}

HEONORA |

Virginia Michotson, Secielany (o
Mationa) Advisar Ho N, Hunsicker
was the lirst woman (o feceive
the Honorary &merlcan Farmer
Dagrae in recegnition of her
dedicated sarvice 1o fhe Mational
FFEA QOrganization and its
migmibers



The National FFA Center

Soon after the Future Farmers of America was orga-
nized in 1928 there was a growing interest in the estab-
lishment of a national headquarters. Many state FFA
assoclations became interested in developing a center
which could be used for recreation and training in leader-
ship. A number of these associations started the develop-
ment of state FFA camps. These camps became quite
popular with members and as training in leadership ex-
panded they were renamed leadership fraining centers.
Many of these centers have expanded both in size and
numbers,

For vocational agriculture students participation in
FFA activities was an opportunity to ravel. Because of
their mutual interests and cooperation chapters could
earn money from farming and other activities and travel
together at low cost. Many chapters traveled in school
buses and others in automaobiles. A few chapters even
chartered airplanes for vacation travel. They usually slept
in tents or in public buildings. Back in the "30s the
Shawnee Mission, Kansas, chapter traveled by automo-
bile to Homestead, Florida, to visit the FFA chapter
there.

The nation's capital gradually became the mecea for
many of these travel groups. They frequently did not
make reservations for housing and would call their Con-
gressman for assistance in finding a place to camp after
they arrived in Washington, D.C. The Congressman
would call the National FFA Office and ask for help in
finding a place for 25 to 100 members to sleep. Such
problems helped Increase interest in the development of
a camp and center for the FFA in the Washington, D.C.
ared.

When the FFA grew in strength and numbers and ac-
cumulated some cash reserves it became possible for the
arganization to start the development of a national camp
and center,

Drelegates to the 1937 national FFA convention
adopted a motion designating the Board of Trustees as a
committee o determine the advisability of establishing a
national camp in the Washington, D.C. area.

W. A. Hoss, National Executive Secretary of the FFA,
was authorized by the Board to Investigate possible loca-
tions for such a center. After much traveling and investi-
gation. he finally located 30 acres of land south of
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Alexandria, Virginia, within three miles of Mount Vernon
and in sight of the Woodlawn Plantation. The land was
farmerly a part of the larger Mount Vernon estate and
was adjacent to the George Washington Grist Mill
property, Since Washington Is recognized in the FFA
rituals this added interest and glamour to this location.

At the 1938 national FFA convention the plan for de-
veloping a national camp for the FFA was approved and
convention delegates voted to set aside $6,000 to start
the purchase of land for the camp.

Executive Secretary Ross reported to the delegates at
the 1939 national convention that 22%/2 acres of land,
that had once belonged to George Washington, had been
purchased. A down pavment of $5 000 had been made
on the $8 500 purchase price. Ross reported that an
additional six acres of land adjoining the property could
be bought for $3,500. He informed the delegates that
one of Washington's old grist mills had been restored by
the Virginia Conservation Commission on the adjacent
property southeast of the FFA property.

The delegates voted $12 000 to finish paying for the
land, including the additional six acres, and to start with
the development of the camp. The land was purchased
and the development of the property began the following
year. An old house on the property was renovated and
plans were drawn for two barrack buildings and a dining-
recreation hall large encugh to house 100 members. An
agreement was made with the State of Virginia for the
FFA to maintain the George Washington Grist Mill and
keep it open to the public. The 1940 convention dele-
gates voted another $10,000 for the continued develop-
ment of the camp.

Rising costs forced the scaling down of the original
construction plans so that only one barracks with space
for 76 persons and a dining hall could be built with
available funds. The camping facilities officially opened
on May 30, 1941, and a group of FFA members from
Wiltan, Wisconsin, were the first to stay at the new Na-
tional FFA Camp. During that summer 483 members
from 49 chapters in 17 states used the camp asa place to
stay while they toured Washington, D.C.

By 1949 the FFA had invested 347 600 in the National
Camp. The organtzation was following the practice of
paying promptly for all developments.



Mational President Dan Dunham manned the shovel as the 1955- 56 Natenal Oifices 1eam, FFA Supply Sarvice and The Nalional
Fulure Farmer magazine stalls and Mational Agvisor D W T Spanton walched ground being broken tor construction of the
Malional FFA Cantar in Alexandria, Virglnia

Although the property was first developed asan FFA
camp, the long-time goal was to further develop the site
as a national center for the FFA, There was an early
dream of an cutdoor amphitheatre, a swimming pool, a
recreation area, the development of a dam and the con-
struction of additional buildings for use as a conference
center.

E. D. Tyler, former State President of the Florida FFA
Association, was emploved as manager of the camp. A
number of FFA chapters used the facilities each year
while the dormitories were open. But due to the restric-
tions on travel during the Second World War and the dis.
tance of the camp from Washington, D.C. there was little
demand for use of the camp as a home base when chap-
ters visited Washington, D.C. As a result the camping

facilities were closed for several years.

During the War years tomatoes were grown on the
property to assist in the production of food. George
Scott, who lived nearby, assisted in taking care of the
property,

In the mid '40s arrangements were made with the
Lead Industries Association to sponsor a painting school
at the camp. Supervisors and others from nearby states
attended the school. The bulldings were painted as a part
of the instructional program. The FFA provided lunches
for the participants in the school.

The Mational Board of Student Officers and National
Board of Directors of the FFA evaluated the use of the
property as a camp. It was found that the income from
the FFA chapters that stayed in the camping facilities dur-
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When tha FFA Supply Servica began, It operated out
of the barracks bulidings that had originally been used
a3 the Natigral FFA Camp.

ing the summer was not enough to pay the operating ex-
penses of the camp. After the Second World War the
camp was kept open for several years. Whean it was real-
lzed that the FFA could pay hotel expenses for visiting
chapters for less money than it cost to operate the camp,
it was decided that the valuable property should be used
for other purposes.

At the close of the War there was a definite need for
developing additional services for the FFA. Considera-
tion was being given by the FFA to the advisability of de-
veloping a supply service and a national magazine, After
careful review the FFA decided 1o start a supply service in
1948 and use the camp bulldings as headquarters for this
new wenture, [t was necessary to make some minor
changes in the buildings so they could be used for offi-
ces, storage of merchandise and for processing orders for
shipment. The facilities at the FFA property, although
they were not designed for use by a supply service, made
possible a low cost operation by the Future Farmers
Supply Service for several years until the business in-
creased and the bulldings became completely inade-
quate.

When The Nationa! Future Farmer magazine was
launched in 1952 that staff too was housed in one of the
camp buildings. The bulldings were designed for use of
campers during the summer months. When they were

Trree years afler giound was broken, FFA members
and guzsls gathaered al the Nationsl FEA Canter tor
the official dedicalion. Each siale associaton pre-
senbed a rack native o thair s1ale to be incorporated
in the FEA Centar landscape

used for FFA Supply Service operations and as office
space for the magazine staff it was soon evident that these
buildings were difficult to cool during the summer and
hard to heat in the winter.

Although the plans originally developed for the Na-
tional FEA Camp, to provide a place for FFA chapiers to
stay while they visited Washington, D.C. did net prove to
be worthwhile, the purchase of the land and the launch-
ing of the FFA Center were constructive developments
The land, which was purchased at low cost, haz con-
tinued to increase in value, The value of the land was
greatly enhanced when the property across the highway
from the property was zoned “rural business.” A request
was made of the Fairfax County Zoning Board to have
the land owned by the FFA, which was adjacent to High-
way ¥1, re-zoned from “rural residence” to “rural basi-
ness.” The Executive Secretary, FFA employess and
many neighbors appeared at the meeting of the Zoning
Board and testified in favor of re-zoning the property.
Approval was granted. When this land was re-zoned, and
because of its proximity to Washington, D.C. | it became
extremely valuable.

The ideas relating to the development of a national
center for the FFA confinued ta change and grow in stat-
ure. The first purpose was to provide housing for visiting
FFA chapters. When developments for this purpose did
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Mariin L Goodson, Mational Presigent of the Mew Farmers of Amenca, participated in dedicarion caramomnes for the

Mational FFA Center

not prove successful national leaders decided to use the
facllities to house the staffs of the Supply Service and The
Mationa! Future Farmer magazine. When it was de-

cided to stop using the buildings to house FFA chapters
plans were dropped for the construction of a swimming
pool and outdoor amphitheatre,

The success of the FFA Supply Service and the na-
tional Magazine made it possible to continue the develop-
ment of the center, The FFA had never forgotten the
dream of a great national leadership training center.
Direams expanded to develop conference facilities, a
library and archives for priceless FFA records and histori-
cal materials.

By 1954 national leaders of the FFA realized that addi-
tional facilities must be provided to adequately house the
FFA Supply Service and The National Future Farmer
staffs and 1o provide space for leadership training, the
library and the archives. The National Board of Student
Officers and National Board of Directors authorized the

Governing Committee of the FFA to employ an architect
to prepare plans for 2 new building to be constructed on
the FFA property. The firm of Morton W Moble, AlA,
was emploved to serve as architects for the new building.
When the plans for the new building were completed and
approved by the FFA, authorization was given by the
Boards to proceed tn granting a contract for the construe-
tion of the building. Under the direction of Dr, W. T.
Spanton, National FFA Advisor, the Altamaont Brothers
Company was authorzed to construct the building. Ar-
rangements had been made by the FFA to pay for the
bullding with funds in the treasury, which had been pro-
vided mainly by the FFA Supply Service, and with
money obtained on a loan basis from the Future Farmers
of America Foundation.

Ground was broken for the new building on July 24,
1955, Executive Secretary Tenney made a report on the
progress being made in the construction of the building to
the delegates at the national FFA convention in October
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Sevaral hundred persons including FFA
membars, government officials and business
leaders attended FRA Cenlar dedication care-
manias on July 24, 1955, The dedication was
held in conjunction with a lsadarship canfar-
ence lor State FFA Oilicers.

1956. He stated that the building was being constructed
of brick, would be 176 feet long and have two floors and
a basement. He said that it was anticipated that a dedica-
tion service would be held for the new building when it
was completed.

A motion was made by Hunt* of North Carolina, sec-
onded by Houger of Washington and passed that the
delegates go on record as recommending to the National
Board of Student Officers and National Board of Direc-
tors that a dedicatory service be held for the FFA building
during the summer of 1958, and that every state FFA
associafion be invited to send a representative to this ded-
ication, Invitations were also to be sent to Future Farmer
organizations throughout the world asking them to send
representatives to this dedication.

At the 1958 national FFA convention a committee was
appointed to prepare recommendations for a national
leadership training conference ta be held in Washington,
D.C. in conjunction with the dedication of the new FFA
building. The committee repart, which was approved by
the delegates, recommended that the leadership training
conference be held July 22-25, 1959, at the time of the
dedication of the new building. The report also made
constructive recommendations concemning the confer-
ence and tours that should be made to points of interest
in Washington, D.C.

The building was completed in late 1958. At the re-
guest of Dr. Spanton, the dedication was not held until
the FFA had paid in full the $350,000 the building had
cast. The building was dedicated July 24, 1959, The
dedicatory addresses were delivered by The Honorable

' James Hunt was elected Governor of Morh Carolina in 1976,

Frank Carlson, U.5. Senator from Kansas, who had
assisted the FFA in obtaining a Federal Charter from
Cangress, and Honorable Arthur 5. Fleming, Secretary
of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare.
FFA members from throughout the Nation were present
for the dedication.

The new building, which was designed to provide
space for the FFA Supply Service and The National
Future Farmer magazine, represented a milestone of
achievement for the FFA but it did not contain adequate
space for the additional services that FFA members de-
sired at their National Center,

The National Leadership Conference was held as
planned, but it was necessary for the Conference to be
held in a hotel in Washingtan, D.C., since there were no
conference facilities at the new Center.,

The old residence and the camp buildings were demal-
ished and the attractive new building became a valuable
asset to the community. The grounds were fenced and
landscaped.

Due to increasing responsibilities at the Center, the
Board of Student Officers and the Board of Directors
voted to terminate the contract with the State of Virginia
so that the FFA would no longer be responsible for keep-
ing the George Washington Grist Mill open to the public.
The contract was terminated In 1958,

As the services provided by the Mational FFA Crgani-
zation expanded, it was necessary to add several exten-
sions to the building to provide needed storage space for
the Supply Service and additional office space for the
Supply Service and the FFA Magazine.

USOE Curtailment

A major change took place in the National FFA Center
in 1968 when the .S, Commissioner of Education and
the Associate Commissioner surprisingly requested all
vocational student organizations sponsored by the Office
of Education to move their employees housed In the
Office of Education to another locatlon. During this same
period many staff members in the Office of Education,
who had been serving in agricultural education were
transterred to regional offices and some positions were
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FFA Center dedication caremonies Involved avery s1ate, Each state officer placed soil from his state af the base ol tha flag
pole

eliminated. This made it necessary for the FFA to employ
additional personnel to provide the services required on
the national level. It was agreed that the FFA employees
in Washington, D.C. and the new employees should be
housed at the National FFA Center. Approval was given
for the Mational Advisor and the Executive Secretary of
the FFA, who were employed by the Office of Education,
to remain at the Office of Education.

Space was provided in the FFA building for offices for
the National Advisor, National Executive Secretary and
their staffs. Major changes were made in the FFA building
to provide office space for the FFA employees and a con-
ference room and library were added. Space was also
allocated for starting the archives,

The National FFA Center was beginning to emerge as
the type of Center the members had envisioned when
they first suggested its development.

A major new addition was completed in 1976. In addi.
tion to expanding storage and office space a conference
room was added and plans were made for the FFA
Archives to be expanded.

The dream of a National FFA Center, and the con-

structive steps taken during the early days of the FFA,
finally culminated in the development of an outstanding
National FFA Center. It will doubtless continue to grow
and change as needed by the FFA. Members, advisors
and FFA staff personnel have shared in the challenging
task of planning, designing and developing the National
FFA Center. It has helped the FFA in many ways. It pro-
vides an improved, distinguished image for the organiza-
tion. The establishment of the FFA Supply Service and
The National Future Former magazine provide services
which have proven to be invaluable to members and
advisors. These services have been financially successful
and have provided necessary funds for activities spon-
sored by the organization. The employment of additional
staff has led to the expansion of activities internationally,
the launching of the FFA Alumni Association and the de-
velopment of sound programs of leadership training for
FEA officers and members,

Since 1928, when the FFA was organized, it has estab-
lished by planning and hard wark a firm financial base.
The organization had no income when it was organized,
except ten cents dues from each member. By sound busi-



ness management it has established Important programs,
created significant national awards and built a National
FFA Center worth well over a million dollars. The organi-
zation operates in the black and currently has no out-
standing debts.

e o ey s ; i
Since ihe criginal FRA Center bullding was compleledin 1358 rwo additional wings hiave Been added to accommodale Ine
Growth of FEA S2rvices to membars

b

The development of the National FFA Center wasa
wise move on the part of members and administrators of
the FFA. This Center and the services provided there,
when fully completed, should have a dramatic Influence
on the FFA and the youth of America in the years ahead.




The Impact of FFA

The FFA is a unigue, vigorous organization of, by and
for students who are enrolled in voeational agriculture to
prepare for cargers in agriculture and agribusiness. [t was
organized at a time when there was an urgent need for an
organization to motivate and train rural youth to take
pride in agricultural pursuits and provide a new positive
leadership for rural communities and the Nation. The in-
spirational creed of the FFA, the sound structure it cre-
ated to provide participation training. its challenging ob-
jectives, its motivating awards and its broad program of
constructive activities enabled it to provide unusual ser-
vice to youth, agriculture, agribusiness, local commu-
nities. the public secondary schools and government.

Impact on
Youth

The FFA provided youth interested in agriculture op-
portunities to work together on programs which were of
mutual interest. When the FFA was first organized many
youth from farms and small rural communities who at-
tended urban high schools felt insecure and inferior to the
students from the cities. As they studied the importance
of agriculture they began to develop a genuine pride for
their rich rural heritage. They also started to utilize the
sound training in leadership they were receiving in FFA
by pariicipating successfully in varied school activities.
They gradually changed their own attitudes of themselves
and influenced others to recognize their true abilities. A
schoo! principal in a large urban secondary school with a
strong FFA chapter said he did not believe it was an acci-
dent that the presidents of the four classes were members
of the FFA but that it was due to the practical program of
leadership training they had been receiving in the FFA.

The FFA provided an opportunity for members to
know, evaluate and train themselves. They have been
motivated to develop goals for living and to plan a pro-
gram to attain those goals. FFA degrees, stimulating
awards and steady attainment in the FFA helped to start
many vouth on the road to lifelong achievement

Rural youth were eager to belong to a large narional or-
ganization that provided an opportunity for them to work
with other youth in developing and carrying out a con-
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Prezgent immy Carter proudiy recalls his
giperiences as an FFA member and secraetary
of the Plaing FRA Chapter Carter lalked to
Wazhington Conlarence participants gu ringa
wigil 1a the White Houssa

structive program of activities. As they became members
of FFA they learned that the organization was conducted
by student members under the wise guidance of teachers
of vecational agriculture who served as advisors of lacal
chapters,

Many members were thrilled 1o learn, when theyjoined
the FFA, that they had an opportunity to work with other
members on many important projects that were of serv-
fce to others. This strengthened their pride in the organi-
zation and provided deep personal satisfaction.

As members advanced in the FFA they were given
opporiunities to assist in training new members, who en-
rolled at the beginning of each new term of school. Many
FFA yauth leaders used the traning they had received in
their chapter to inform and assist youth in elementary
schools and in organizations such as 4-H Clubs, Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouis.

Many youth in rural communities, who were not old
enough to enroll in high schoal, abserved the stimulating
activities of FFA chapters and were motivated to learn
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EF A& members have bean recognized nationwide far tnelr achigvemants. Television kost Jonn Stearns presentad " Aggle
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more about thelr opportunities in varied agricultural cccu-
pations. Many of these youth [ater enrclled in vocational
agriculture and became FFA memberz.

By participating in elementary leadership activities such
as serving on a committee or becoming involved In parlia-
mentary procedure and by taking part in contests, such
as public spealing, members often found, to their sur-
prise, that they possessed abilities of which they were not
aware.

Impact on
Agriculture and
Agribusiness

FFA has become an important showcase for modern
agriculture in the United States. By sponsoring commu-
nity fairs, field days, agriculiural tours and by broad parti-
cipation In county and state fairs members have exhibited
superior products from farms and have, at the same time,

dermonstrated a new agricultural leadership.

Members have had a dynamic influence on all agricul-
tural occupations, including agribusiness. By their studies
in the classroom and participation in shops, laboratories,
on the farm and in business establishments they have
learned new skills and developed new improved meth-
ods. In their work experience and farming programs they
applied their new knowledge. They possessed open
minds, inguisitive natures and faith in their abilities 1o
progress in their chosen occupations. The outcomes have
been dramatic. Many of these intelligent, industrious
youth have made amazing progress within a few years.
Many have become leaders in production, processing,
distribution and servicing agriculture.

As they studied and progressed they developed a firm
confidence in the future of agriculture and agribusiness
and a strong faith in their ability to play a major role in the
advancement of agriculture and agribusiness in Amenca.



In 1953 National Officars planted a honay [ooust tres
al the Agricultural Hall of Fame in Kansas City.
Kanzas. Soll Irom every state was used |nthe
planting

Salery activities are aimed af crealing awaraness and
preventing farm accidents. Many FFA chapters use
the news madia and cther resources 1o conduct
active salely campalgnz in their communily

They studied economics and learned the true meaning
of profit and lass. Their motto, "Learning to Do, Doing to
Learn, Earning lo Live, Living to Serve,"” exemplified
their goals and achievements.

They also had strong influence in the adoption and im-
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provement of safety practices in agriculture. For many
years the National Safety Council has commended the
FFA for its leadership |n rural safety, The surveys con-
ducted by the Council showed that the FFA farm ma-
chinery safety programs saved many lives and prevented
many serious injuries.

FFA members also had a sianificant influence by spon-
soring programs and activities to acquaint youth and the
general public with agriculture, Many chapters exhibited
animals at city elementary schools, sponsored tours for
city children to farms in the community and provided a
“Children’s Barnyard" at county and state fairs.

FFA members leamed by constructive labor in agricul-
ture and agribusiness and in FFA activities how to work,
the necessity of hard work and gained an appreciation of
the results obtained by personal labor. This experience
and knowledge made it much easier for members to ob-
tain employment on and off farms.

During their membership most FFA members devel-
oped a pride in the various agricultural pursuits as they
learned the importance of the production and distribution
of food products throughout the world,

Impact on
Public Schools

Many members learned to know their true potential as
they studied vocational agriculture and participated in the
FFA. As they developed confidence in themselves fre-
quently they improved their scholastic endeavorsin
other school programs. The “Buddy System," adopted
by many chapters, serves many youth. An older, capable
member is assigned 1o assist young members with their
special problems in school,

The training in leadership, participation in contests,
such as public speaking, and the motivating awards have
encouraged most members to Improve attitudes and do
better work in school. As members participated in FFA
activities, won awards and attained prominence in the or-
ganization they developed a self-confidence and pride
in their achievemnents which influence other students and
school officials to have greater tespect for agricultural
youth and agricultural occcupations.
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The persanal geals and programs of sell-improvement
adopted by FFA members helped them achieve more in
FFA and has frequently launched them into programs
which led to continuing education in post secondary
schools, colleges or entry Into an agricultural ar other
profession. Most of the teachers of vocational agriculture
and many of the leaders in agricultural extension, soil
conservation, farm organizations and other such fields
have come from the ranks of FFA. A large number of the

enrollees in many of the colleges of agriculture are former
members of the FFA.

Vocational agriculture and the FFA have added new
dimensions to the programs in public secondary schools.
Mew opportunities are provided for rural and urban youth
to study agriculture and agribusiness and participate in
the broad program of the FFA.

The FF& enjoys a close working relaticnship with many other youth crganizations, especially the Boy Scouts of America. In
1960 the FFA took part in the Scout’'s fifth National Jambares in Colorado Springs; Coforado. National FRA Execullve
Secretary William Paul Gray (front row. fifth from leil) represented the FFA



Impact on
Rural
Communities

FFA members and the local chapter play a significant
role in their local community, For many years the FFA,
in cooperation with the U.5, Department of Agriculture,
has conducted a significant community improvement
program. Chapters are motivated to study their commu-
nity and implement programs which are designed to im-
prove the community and make a more wholesome life
for the residents.

Many chapters sponsor camping programs, athletic
teams, community clean-up and paint-up programs and
activities to conserve the natural resources in the area.
Local chapters frequently cooperate in programs which
involve more than one community. Sometimes they
work through their state FFA association, Since 1953
FFA members in 260 secondary schaols in Minnesota

raised more than 750,000 from corn drives for “Camp-

erships” and facilities for handicapped children at Camp

Courage, operated by the Minnesota Society for Crippled
Children and Adults. Part of the contribution was used to

help construct an 580,000 Speech Therapy Building, a
greenhouse on Camp Courage grounds, sponsorship of
travel camnpling pregrams and instruction in horticulture.

FFA chapters acrosa the United S1ates were en-
couraged to jain In the celebration of the nation's
200 tdrinday in 1976 by participating in FFA pro-
grams and activilies that were pari of FFA's Celebrate
'Te progect. Participating chaplers were recognized

al tha 1976 Matonal FFA Convention

The FFA has served as an arganization in which youth
enrolled in vocational agriculture can partlcipate in con-
structive community programs and cooperate with ather
organizations in the community in their activities. ¥ outh
who become involved in such wholesome community
projects and are taught the high ideals of the FFA are not
inclined to become involved in crime or programs which
are detrimental to their neighbors or the community,

As they sponsor safety programs they develop a re-
spect for law when they study how to operate automo-
biles and farm equipment on the highways. Chapters
sponsor instruction in the use of firearms, since many
members hunt the game on their farms.

When members study their community and help de-
velop pragrams to improve it they develop a pride in
their community and in their way of lite. Their pride and
constructive community bullding pregrams influence
others to cooperate in such pragrams and become proud
of their community,

P4

DOr Esca Hall Jr.ol Alama, Georgia, was an
HFA Mational Olficer when the NFA merged
wilh the FFA, He recalls his experencas in
NF& and FFA as the challengs thal helpad him
succeed in achigving an education In velarn-
nary medicing and in establisting Rimsalf in

a thriving velerinary praclice near his homa
COmimignity.
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Impact on
Organizations

Leaders and members of many organizations recognize
the FFA as an excellent training laboratory for youth who
may later become members and leaders of those organi-
zations. As FFA members develop leadership abilities and
self-confidence they become more effective members of
other organizations. The training FFA members receive
by serving on committees, helping develop programs of
activities, working with others to implement the pro-
grams, and by serving as chapter officers prepares them
to frequently advance quickly in other organizations
when they leave the FFA. One of the largest local
Granges in an eastern state had as ts Master a 21-year-
old young man who was a former president of the local
FFA chapter. Members and former members of FFA
have been found participating actively in farm organiza-
tions, cervice clubs, cooperatives, churches and other
groups in the community and state.

Agricultural cooperatives provide special educational
programs to motivate FFA members to become members
and provide leadership in the cooperative movement,

The education and experience FFA members receive
in leadership is of great value to them as they work to-
gether in the organization. Many members find that this
training is of even greater value after they complete
school and take active roles in many adult organizations,

Impact on
Government

Through the years FFA members have become in-
volved in governmental affairs on local, state and national
levels. Because of their leadership activities in FFA a few
members have been elected to the local school board
while they were still enrolled in high school. Doyle
Conner, former national president of the FFA and now
Commissioner of Agriculture in Florida, was elected to
serve as speaker of the House of Representatives in
Florida when he was 25 years of age. Many former mem-
bers serve In their state legislatures, become Governars or
other state officials. S0 many former members have been
elected to the House of Representatives and the Senate
of the Federal Government that an informal FFA chapter
has been organized by these persons. The chapter meets
annually while the national FFA officers are in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Two of the candidates for President of the United
States in 1976 spoke with pride of their participation in
the FFA while they were in high school. They were Fred
Harris of Oklahoma and Jimmy Carter of Plains, Georgia.
Jimmy Carter won the election and became the first for-
mer FFA member to be elected President of the United
States.

Perhaps the greatest impact of FFA on government is
the emphasis given to patriotism and good citizenship by
the organization throughout the United States. This em-
phasis has helped develop a pride in government and a
desire by members to obey laws, take an active part in
governmental affairs and serve government as requested
by their neighbors.

Congrassional leaders in bafn ihe House and Senare
have gven whilehearted support 19 tha FEA and
have aiways taken time 1o visit with Natianal Qfficers
In 1965 Speaker of the House Jann MeCormck
(cemar] mat with tne officer team



Many former FFA membars and Mational
Oifigars serva in government Doyle Conner of
Flarida, wha was Mational FFA Pregident in
1948, was elected 10 the Florida House of
Regresentatives alage 21 and became
Speaker of the Housa 21 23. He was later
elecied Flonds Commissioner of Agriculure

Impact on
Business
and
Industry

The FFA and the FFA Foundation have provided busi-
nessmen with an opportunity to share in the motivation
and development of youth who are preparing for careers
in agriculture and agribusiness. Constructive vocational
training programs have been developed in agriculture by
the public schools to prepare boys and girls for employ-
ment in many agricuitural accupations and in the agri-
business field. Many of the students obtain employment Many nations nave patterned their own vocatlonal student organi
in business firms while they are enrolled in school. zations in agriculture after he FFA,

A large demand has developed for youth who were
FFA members and have had practical training and experi-
ence in vocational agriculture. Employers have found
them to be capable, ambitious, industrious and depend-
ahble.

The FFA has served as an excellent medium for busi-
ness and industry to develop a sound relationship with
agriculture and agribusiness. The relationships developed
with FF A& members frequently last as members move
inta full-time farming or employment in agribusiness,
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Buginess and industry suppert has been a key aiement in 1he growln and success of the FRA. During neir Annual Good-Wil
Tour, Mational afllcers express thair appreciation to offichals of arganizations fike the Sears-FAoebuck Foundation

Impact on
Other
Nations

Representatives from other nations have come to the
United States to study vocational agriculture and the
FFA. When Seniorita Rodriguez, who was head of a
large school in Brazil, came to the United States to study
the FFA she was shown several chapter scrapbooks
which lllustrated many of their constructive activities. She
pounded one of these books with her hand and said,
“This is the finest educational activity for youth | have
seen since | have been in the United States, and we need
such an organization in our country,™

The FFA has been used as a model for the develop-
ment of similar organizations in many other nations. The
organization has given assistance in the development and
conduct of these organizations. There has developed a
close cooperation between these organizations which has
led o the joint sponsorship of international projects,
such as the first World Conference in Agricultural Educa-
tion and International Agricultural Glympics competition,
which was held during the national FFA convention at
Kansas City, Missouri, in 1976.

The FFA is having a wholesome influence an youth in
other nations by helping them understand agriculture,

and develop a pride in agriculture and themselves. It is
also helping to develop a relationship among the agri-
cultural youth of many nations which is leading to better
undersianding, cooperation and frendship.

Summary

The impact of the FFA may be appropriately sum-
miarized by a quotation from Dr. Robert E. Taylor, former
national officer of the FFA and currently Director of The
Center for Vocational Education, The Ohio State Uni-
versity!

“It is almeost impossible to describe the impact of the
FFA—it is Infinite and defies measurement. The positive
influence of the arganization on the Hves of its members,
their broadened horizans, uplifted ideals and lofty goals,
has been transmitted from member to member, from
nelghbor to neighbor, frem generation to generation, from
state to state, and from country to country. The FFA was
born of need, was eradled by enduring principles, and
reached “manhood” at a critical time in the development
of American agriculture and our Nation. Throughout the
organization’s history it has positively affected agricultural
practices, leadership and service. It has been, is, and will
continue te be a dynamic element in Amarica's Number
One Success Story. Agriculture.”



The New Farmers of America

For many years separate schools were provided for
Black students in a number of states. Membership in the
national erganization of Future Farmers of America has
always been avallable to all students who were regularly
enrolled in vocational agriculture in public secondary
schools and many Black students who attended inte-
grated schools became active members of the FFA. In
states that provided separate schools for Blacks the
students in vocational agriculture were not enrolled as
members of the FFA_ This practice continued until July 2,
1964, when Congress passed an Act which prohibited
segregation in public schools. This Act made it possible
for all Black students of vocational agriculture to become
members of the FFA.

The New Farmers of America organization, the na-
tional organization of Black students enrclled in voca-
tional agriculture in public secondary schools, was or-
ganized 1o provide training and experiences similar to
those available In the Future Farmers of America, The
MFA became so strong and was so well accepted by the
students and their advisors that it is both fitting and
proper to include a history of the New Farmers of
America, as part of the history of the FFA.

The
Development
of the NFA

Like the FFA the NFA was started by teachers of vaca-
tional agriculture in local high schools. From 1917 until
1928 each state designated its organization of vocational
agriculture students by its own selected title; for example
in Texas they were called Progressive Farmers, During
the years 1928 to 1935 these state groups were generally
known as New Farmers, In 1935, when the state groups
formed the national organization and adopted the name
MNew Farmers of America, each state adopted the same
title.

The Mew Farmers of America was started in Virginia
during the winter of 1926-27, with the organization of
the Mew Farmers of Virginia, at Petersburg. The NFA
was started at the suggestion of Dr. Walter S. Newman,
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State Supervisor of Agricultural Education, State Depart-
ment of Educafion in Virginia, and Dr, H. O. Sargent,
Federal Agent for Agricultural Education for Blacks,
Federal Board for Vocational Education, Washington,
D.C. These men agreed that there was need for an ar-
ganization similar to the FFA to serve Black vocational
agriculture students. G. W, Owens and J. R. Thomas,
Teacher Educaters in Agricultural Education, Virginia
State College for Blacks, collaborated in writing the first
constitution and bylaws for the organization, which In
the beginning was composed of 18 local chapters with
about 400 members, In May 1927, the New Farmers of
Virginla held their first siate convention al Virginia State
College, Petersburg, Virginia.

Alabama was one of the first states to organize the
Mew Farmers. This was also done in 1927, By 1932
Alabama had united with Georgia, Florida and other
states in forming the Southern Sectional NFA organiza-
tion, The first NFA chapter in Oklahoma was organized
In Luther, in September 1927, and the first Oklahoma
state convention was held In 1928, The first NF& associa-
tion was organized in New Jersey in 1932, The first Black
vocational agriculture students’ organization in North
Carolina was started in 1928 and was called The Future
North State Farmers. Emphasis on youth activities for
students in vocational agriculture classes in South
Carolina started in 1917 with a meeting at the Agricul-
tural and Mechanical College at Orangeburg, Until 1928
these studenis were known as the Junior Farmers of
South Carolina. Texas began its arganization for Black
students of vacational agriculture in 1926 as the Pro-
gressive Farmers of Texas, and continued under that
name until 19332, when it chanaged its name to New
Farmers of Texas.
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In a few years meost of the southern states had set up
local chapters patterned largely after the New Farmers of
Virginia. At this stage of development each state main-
tained a separate and distinct organization. Soon a num-
ber of states united and held an annual sectional NFA
convention, The first sectional convention was held at
Virginia State College In 1928. At this meeting the
Eastern sectional organization was formed, consisting of
Morth Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia; and later
Maryland, West Virginia and New Jersey. In 1930 the
ALMOT sectional organization was formed consisting of
Arkansas, Louislana, Missouri, Oklahoma and Texas.
This was followed by the organization of the Southern
sectional organization, composed of Alabama, Geocrgia,
Florida, Mississippi, Kentuchy and Tennessee. The sec-
tional organizations held their annual meetings in the
various states of their section from 1928 until 1935.
During these years. the New Farmers organizations were
known only by the name of each state such as the New
Farmers of Florida.

First National
NFA Convention

Through the years the desire for a national organiza-
tion of New Farmers of America kept growing, At the
meetings of the sectlonal organizations the advisability of
a national organization was discussed and recommenda-

Sudney Britton Simmans. Teache!
Educator in MorthCarolina and
Aszistan! Slate Supervisor of
Agricultural Education served asg
Erecutive Secrelary aof the MNew
Farmers of Amearicy

tlens were made to proceed in the development of a
national organization. Early in 1935, with the endorse-
ment of Dr. H. O. Sargent, arrangements were made by
5. B, Simmons, of Morth Caraling, J. R, Thomas, of
Wirginia, and A. Floyd, of Alabama, to hold the first
national convention of the New Farmers of America at
Tuskegee Institute, in Alabama.

The crganizational convention met in August and
officially formed the national organization of New
Farmers of America and adopted a tentative constitution
and bylaws. The 13 states represented at this first na-
tional convention were: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida,
Georgia, Mississippl, New Jersey, Morth Carolina, Okla-
homa, South Carelina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and
West Virginia. David Simmaons, president of the New
Farmers of Alabama, gave the welcome address and
Elbert Pettiford, president of the Eastern sectional or-
ganization, presided.

State advisors from Loulsiana and Maryland were
present but they did not have delegates with them. From
the 90 NFA members whao attended the convention, two
were selected from each state to form the first national
heouse of delegates tor the New Farmers of Amerlea.

The major work of the convention was centered
around eleven committers appaointed by the chairman to
propose activities for the year ahead. The cormmittees
were!
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David Simmaons of Alabama was elected the first
national president of the NFA; Elbert Pettiford of North
Carolina, first vice president, Wardell Thomas of Texas.
second vice president; Joseph Johnson of Virginia, third
vice president; Howard Brazall of Mississippi, secretary;
C. H. Banks of Texas, national advisor; and 5. B.
Simmons of Morth Carolina, executive secretary-
treasurer.

The new national organization of Mew Farmers of
America was to play an important role in the further
development of the NFA,

What the
NFA Planned
to Accomplish

The purposes of the New Farmers of America as given
in the national NFA constitution and bylaws were:

1. To create more interest in the intelligent choice of
tarming cccupations
2. Toasslst in the development of individual farming
programs and establishment in farming
3. Tostrengthen the confidence of the farm boy in
himself and his work
To create and nurture a love of country life
5. To assistin the improvement of the rural home
and its surroundings
6. Toencourage cooperative effort among students
of vocational agriculture
7 To develop rural leadership
To promaote thrift
9. To promote scholarship among students of voca-
tional agriculture
10 Toencourage recreational and educational ac-
tivities for students of vocational agriculture

B
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11. Toadvanece vocational agneultural education in
Negro public schools in the states providing such
instruction

MNational Awards
and Contests

Thraugh the years the NFA developed a comprehensive
group of establishment in farming awards. These in-
cluded:

1. H, O, Sargent (Young Farmer Award)
Star Superior Farmer

Star Modern Farmer (State Award)
Dairy Farming

Farm Mechanics

Farm Electrification

Farm and Home Improvement

Soil and Water Management

09, k@ Ehoap e

When the Future Farmers of America Foundation was
organized in 1944 funds contributed 1o the Foundation
were distributed to the FFA and NFA on the basis of
membership in the organizations. Funds for the above
awards were provided by the Foundation.

Foundation funds were also used to sponsor a number
of national NFA contests. Thesa contests were public
speaking, quartet and quiz. The quiz contest was con-
ducted for the purpase of stimulating a thorough study
of the NFA constitution and bylaws, the NFA Guide and
parliamentary procedure, In addition to the above con-
tests the NFA sponsored and provided awards for a talent
contest,

ALNIIET

SARGENT WASHINGTON

MFA Star Suparior Farmers in 1961
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The NFA el ils Victory Convention in 1946 at Southarn Unversity in Scoflanowile, Lomsans
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Manonal Officars and their agull agvisers who servad in 1938-47.
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In 1954 Nalional Othicers and their advisors mat with Dr.W. T. Spantan, Chiel of Agriculurat Education. WSOE. (o plan for the
NFA anmial board meeting

-

In 1853 NFA officers and their advizars 5 B Simmenz and J. A Thomas met in Washington, DG ta develop olang for their
Matloral Convention 1o be hald in Allanta, Georgia.
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5 B. Simmans,
meeling

Mational Officers of NFA make plans lor thaat
National Convention in 1856.

How
the NFA
Operated

The NFA was an organization designed primarily to
develop the qualities of leadership and goed citizenship
of members by permitting them to participate in conduct-
ing meetings, serve on committees and share in carrying
out the program of activities of the chapter. All officers
and committee members of local chapters, state associa-
tions and the national organization were students who
were selected from the active membership of the or-
ganization. The officers and members conducted the
affairs of the chapter under the guidance of the local
teacher of vocational agriculture who served as chapter
advisor.

L | -

Theze were the 1958-59 NFA National Officers and their
advisors

Educational Value
of the NFA

The value of the NFA as a teaching device to provide
participation for its members in leadership and clitizenship
activities became well recognized in the public schoaols.
The organization had a wholesome influence in develop-
ing appreciation for rural living and motivated members
to become established as successtul farmers in their home
communities. The growth and popularity of the NFA led
to the establishment of many additional departments of
vocational agriculture in the public schools.

The New Farmers of America added a dignity and
pride to the occupation of farming. It was stimulating for
a Mew Farmer to know that he was part of a great na-
tional organization made up of similar groups of Black
studenis of vocational agriculiure from other states who
were interested in agriculture and took part in the chal-
lenging activities of the organization.




The
NFA Guide

The first official manual, known as the NFA Guide.
was written and published in 1938, Owver the years it was
revised and brought up to date manv times.

Growth and
Activities of
the NFA

Starting in 1938 the NFA was a participant in 2 na-
tional radio broadecast, “Wings Over Jordan,” from
Cleveland, Ohio. This program was given annually in
commemoration of the bithday of Beoker T. Washing-
ton. It became a custom for state associations and local
chapters to recognize April 5 as NFA Day with a special
program honoring Booker T. Washington,

In 1939 the NFA placed an NFA exhibit at the World's
Poultry Congress in Cleveland, Chio, illustrating the
steps taken by members in rising from tenancy to farm
ownership. That same year, following their annual con-
vention at Bordentown, New Jersey. 600 members fram
18 states made a trip to the Century of Progress Fair in
Mew York City.

By 1940 the organization had grown 10 17 state asso-
cialions with 786 chapters and 25,339 members. A total
of 521 chapters had established NFA libraries; 620 held
father and son bangquets; 527 completed hame improve-
ment projects; 468 participated in conservation programs
and 202 conducted thrift banks with $52,044.27 in
accounts. Leadership activities included 361 public
speaking contests, 466 quartet singing contests, and 462
special Booker T. Washington chapter radio programs an
April 5, anniversary of the establishment of NFA and of
Dr. Washington's birth,

The NFA held annual national conventions. The
second national convention was held at Hampton Insti-
tute. Virginia. Following conventions were held at Prairie
View State and Industrial College. Prairie View, Texas;
Georgia State College, Savannah, Georgia; Bordentown
Industrial School, Bordentown, New Jersey; Agricul-
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tural, Mechanical and Mormal College, Pine Bluff, Ar-
kansas; and Agricultural and Mechanical College, Talla-
hassee, Florida. Beginning in 1951 and continuing until
1964 the national MFA conventions were held in the
Municipal Auditorium in Atlanta, Georgia.

WFA officers go through the ritual of insialing
naw Mational Ollicers.

National
Leadership

C. H. Banks, Teacher Trainer in Agricultural Educa-
tion, Prairie View State and Industrial College, Prairie
View, Texsas, served as National Advisor of the NFA from
193510 1938, J. R. Thomas, Teacher Trainer in Agri-
cultural Education, Virginia State College for Blacks,
Petersburg, Virginia, served as National Advisor for
several years starting in 1939. G. W. Conely, Teacher
Trainer in Agricultural Education, Agricultural and Me-
chanical College, Tallahassee, Florida served as National
Advisor for several years. Or, W. T, Spanton, Chief,
Agricultural Education Branch, U.5. Office of Education,
served as Administrative National Advisor of the NFA
from 19353 until 1961. Dr. A, W. Tenney, National
Executive Secretary of the FFA, served as Administrative
Executive Secretary of the NFA and later as Chief of the
Agricultural Education Branch, .5, Office of Education,
he served as Administrative Advisor of the NFA. Dr.

H. O. Sargent, Federal Agent for Agricultural Education,
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Georgia had an owlstanding camp program lar NFA memoers These are scenes fram the camp



Federal Board for Vocalional Education, Washington,
D.C., guided the development of the organization from
1935 until his death when he was replaced by W. N,
Elam of Texas, who was employed by the U.S. Office of
Education as Federal Agent for Special Groups. He
served in that capacity until 1958. R. E. Naugher,
Assistant Chief, Agricultural Education Branch, Office

of Education, served as Administrative Executive Secre-
tary from 1958 te 1963, when he was replaced by M. C.
Gaar, Specialist in Agricultural Education for the southern
states, Office of Educalion. 5. B. Simmans, Teacher
Trainer, Agricultural Education, Agricultural and Techni-
cal College, Greensboro, North Carolina, served as Na-
tional Executive Secretary from 1935 until his retirement.
Dr. E. M, Nomis, Teacher Trainer, Agricultural Educa-
tion, Prairie View Agricultural and Mechanical College,
Prairie View, Texas, served as Executive Secretary after
Mr. Simmens retired. W, T. Johnisan, Agricultural and
Technical College, Greenshoro, North Carolina, served
as Executive Treasurer for many vears.

Growth
of NFA

The MFA continued to grow and prosper. States pro-
vided many unusual services for members. South Caro-
lina was one of the first states to provide a camp for
recreation and leadership training of NFA members.
Alabama was represented at Bordentown, MNew Jersey by
the MFA band from Snow Hill, One of the first state judg-
ing contests was held in Nerth Carolina in 1921,

MFA members particularly enjoyed singing. This led to
the establishment of a quartet contest and the creation of
a number of NFA state choruses and the national NFA
chorus, These groups were dressed in a black jacket
trimmed In gold, the official colors of the NFA.

Chapters and members of the NFA took an active part
in the Second World War. They helped produce food for
the United States and allies throughout the world. They
repaired farm machinery, constructed equipment for use
on the farms, conserved farm products, purchased and
sold War Bonds and Stamps and many former members
served in the armed [orces.
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Winnars of the NFA Soil and \Water Manage-
ment Award ware recognized at the NFA
Convaniion,

Mafiznal NFA President Marvin Roundires presenis awards
ta Natignal NFA Quiz Conteslanis.
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MFA Awards for achlevement relates 10 a caroes in agriculiure were provided by (ha Mational FFA Foundation, Each year |Ha
MFA racagnizad achievemanis af its members at the Matonal MFA Convaention, Thase were some of the winners,

Farm and Home Imorovement Award winners MFA Quartats compated lor awards and werp
abways papular woih the membars,

Star Supenor Farmers,

Dairy Farming Award Winners. Farm Mechanics Award Winners



By 1964, when segregation in the public scheols was
discontinued, the NFA had a membership of 52,000. At
that time there were aclive state NFA associations in
Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Ken-
tucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, North
Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carclina, Tennessee. Texas,
Virginia and West Virginia,

New Farmers
Became
Future Farmers

For many years the leaders of the NFA and FFA con-
sidered the possibilities of having all the Black studants
in vocational agriculture become members of the FFA. [t
was recognized that this was impossible until segregation
was eliminated in the public schools in many states.
When segregation was abolished in the public schools the
Mational Board of Trustees of the New Farmers of
America agreed to abolish the NFA and become part of
the FFA. The national officials of both organizations
worked together to bring NFA members into the FFA In
the most effective manner possible. MFA officlals had
thelr natlonal charter, which had been incorperated in
MNerth Carolina, rescinded.

The culmination of the NFA did not at first meet with
enthusiastic approval by leaders and members of the
NFA. They were proud of thelr organization. [t was doing
much for them and for agriculture in their communities.
They had their own award and contest programs, They
had their own chapters, state associations and natlonal
officers. Many were fearful they might not receive ade-
quate recoqnition in the larger FFA, Some leaders of the
FFA were apprehensive about what might happen when
all the 52,000 NFA members came Into the FFA.

Dr. E. M. Nomis, Executive Secretary of the NFA and
W. T. Johnson, Executive Treasurer of the NFA were
authorzed to work with Dr, A, W. Tenney, Mational Ad-
visor of the FFFA, in the completion of the transfer of
the members from the NFA to the FFA. [t was agreed to
not keep records of members by race. Consideration was
to be given only to abilily, experience and accomplish-
ments in the selection of officers and award winners,

i Al :j - e
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Matth Caroling Stale Oflicers Marwin Round-
srei, NEA S1ate Prasident 1935-56; Jamas
Wright, NFA& Maticnal Vice Presiden) 1955-545,
Jim Huril, State FFA President, 1955-56 and
the President of the New Homemakers of
America

L A Marshall, Figrida NFA Agvizor, presenls
awards (o Mational MEA talan) contest winnars
al the National MFA Convention in Attania,
Geoprgia
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18571 Mational NFA Public Speaking Cones!
winnarg were James Wray of North
Carplina, Skdney Russeil of Georgia and
Frederigk Pelars of Louisiana

Ona of the most signrficant NFA awards
was the H.O. Sargent dward Tor the mos)
eutstanding young farmer Here Washing-
ton Carter and his wife recaive the awsrd

Many Black members had already distinguished them-
selves in the FFA prior to 1965. One Black student had
served as president of the California Assaciation of FFA,
Black state FFA officers had served as delegates at the
1964 national FFA convention. Joint workshops of FFA
and NFA officers helped inform the NFA members about
the FFA. July 1, 1965, was set as the date for the trans-
fer of all NFA members to the FFA. This decision was
made by the National Board of Trustees of the NFA, and
the Board of Directors and National Officers of the FFA,
with the approval of the L).S. Commissioner of
Education.

Together the organizations agreed to feature the com-
ing of the NFA members ta the FFA at the nafional FFA
convention, October, 1965, at Kansas City, Missour.
Plans were made to take the last NFA nafional chorus to
the FEA convention so the FFA members could hear
them sing. The NFA members were apprehansive about
the reception they would receive at the big FFA conven-
tion. This fear was eliminated forever when at the first
appearance of the NFA chorus they sang “NFA Boys Are
We,"” which was written by their director, |. 5. Glover,
vocational agriculture teacher, Sylvester, Georgia. They
were given a long standing ovation by the more than
10,000 FFA members and guests present, (For a detailed
description of the NFA merger ceremony please refer to
the chapter on Significant Accamplishments.)

NFA members were pleased to have their officer sta-
tions and the jacket of their last national president, Ru-
dolph Pinson of Texas, placed in the National Archives
of the FFA.

The Mew Farmers of America had a distinguished his-
tary. It is one of which the former leaders and members
of the NFA may be justly proud. Fortunately Black youth
have found a firm place In the FFA, They are rendering
outstanding service to the FFA and are living up to the
high ideals of the FFA. They sing in the state and na-
tional FFA choruses, play in the state and national FFA
bands, take part in all FFA contests and compete for all
FFA awards. They have had members elected to office
in lecal chapters, state associations and the national FFA
organization, They wear with pride the FFA jacket of blue
and gold and take part in all FFA activities "wherever
cormn is grown and Future Farmers meet.”
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The Mew Farmers of America neid judging contesis in conjunclicn with their National Convanlion. Here members participata
in & Livestioek Judging Contast
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Like FFA members, NFA members wera preud of tnerr ollicial jacket, which became a trademark of 1he organizaton Thesa
Butler, Geargia, NFA members proudly display their |ackets.
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Appendix

NATIONAL FFA OFFICERS

The president is listed first, the student secretary second, and then the four vice

presidents.

-
L9
1928-29

Leslie Applegate, Mew Jersay
Den Godsey, Colorads
Alvin Reimer, MNebrasha

Lawrence Augensting, Ohio
Sam Pickering, Arkansas
Arthur Hetterlin, Califernia

1931-32

Eenneth Petnbone. Oregan
Oscar Clauser, Missour|
Wallace Bryan, Tennessee
Randall Hart. lirois
Lonald Gantz, Pennsylvania
Seor Hawley, Uah

1929-30

Wade Turrer, Morth Carolina
Paitl Zillman, Missoar
Charles Pinkney, Mew York
Harry Wallhousen, |daha
Gray Miley, Florida
Bayd Walre, Kansas

d: b

1932-33

Vemon Hawell, Oklahama
Leo Paulsen, Kansas
LaVermn Newtan, lowa

Paul McCutcheon. West Virgnia

Charles Fltmeraid, Washingian
E. K. Waters, Tennesses
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1930-31
Leslie Fry, Missourl
Maleolm Wilkins, Pennsylvanla
Arthur Macy, Wyaming
Joe Henry Gardner, Virginia
Wiltiam Showalter, Indiana
Ralph Bender, Ohio

1933-34

Babby Jones, Ohis
Carl Shopbell, Michigan
Alex Alampl, Mew Jersay
Reober Stewart. Montana
Marion Winge. Georgia
Morrison Lowenstein, Nebirazha



1934-35

rutdrew Sundstram, South Cakaa
Jacques Walier, Florida
Leanard Amingion, ldaheo
C. & Duplaniis, Jr , Louislana
Jokin Reiaz, Kentucky
George Myers, Pennsvivania

1937-38
o Lester Pateher, Elarida
Lowsll Bland, Colorado
Willlam Stiers. Ohio
Lex Murray, California
Eugene Warran, Arkansas
Arden Burbidae, Morth Dakota

1940-41

i Harold Prchard, Mississippi
Earl E. Walter, North Dalula
Hew H Hunt, Kenocky
Frank L. Hill, Yermont
Hamnste L Miller, Ltah
dames H. Gunter, Texas

™
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1935-36

William Shaffer, Virminia
Julius Black, lowa
Andy Fulton, Arkansas
Ohwen Dwens, Wisconsin
Sranley Teehantz, Ohio
Lenn Hubbard, Oregon

1935-39
Roberr & Elwell, Mains
Farvey Schweitzer, llinoi
Stevensan Ching, Hawait
Bradiey Twirty, Alabama
Albert Coates, Kansas
tlmer Johnson, New Hampshirs

1941-42

Irvin 0. Schank, [ndlana
5. Pennewill Isaacs, Delaware
Carl A. Fought, Dhia
deseph E Glacomim, Calfornia
Gaorge Sisk, Arkansas
LaHey Duvall, Missours

1936-37

Joe H. Black, Wyaming
Elme dobnson, Tannesses
ulan Fierce. Kentueby
Clark Nichelsan, Maryland
J, Phaton Malawl, Uhah
Raoy Martin, Texas

193940
fwan Kindschi. Wisconsin
Kenneth Julian, Arzans
Billy B. Brynn, Aransas
Ervin L. Danlzen, Minnesata

Elmer C Dienis. Wast Virginia
Edgar Spiekerman, Oregon

1942-43

Mamvin Jagels, |dahe
Verl Hendreix, Nevada
W David Walker. Virginla
Morman A, Martin, Jr., Maine
* George Stellee. New Mexico
" Roy Dee Mover, Moniana

" Appointed after Harold Gum and Willard

Visek entered armead service
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1943-44
Robert Bawman, Califomia
Byron Freeman, Missouri
. Baverley Holler, Virginia
Ralph H. Salzman, lincis

Acthur E Cliffard, Vermont
Robert Barthelmess, Moniana

1946-47
Gus H. Douglass, Jr, West Virginia
Philip Shaber, Ohia
Bob E Taylor, Qregan
Willkarn H, Morgan, Jr., Mississippi
Paul H. Smart, Kentucks
J. Carl Barbic. Mew Yaork

1949-50

George Lewis, llinois
Donald Bakehouse, Minnesota
Rogers Fike, West Virginia
Joe King, Califormia
Mernl Cartwright, Mississippi
Glann Lackey, Ohio

b S

1944-45
Oliver H. Kinzie, Oklahoma
George C. Fry, Maryland
Sigvald J. Sandberg, Minnesoia
Dravid B. Jameson, Pennsylvania
Mermill J. Hallam, Utah
Tom Vaughan, Tennessee

ol

1947-48
Ervin Marmin, Indiana
Eugene Hansan, Utah
Wilbur Hay Dunk, Texas
Osborme J. Arlen, Narth Dakoia
dohn W, Webb, Jr., Delaware
Ko Meler, Jr., Arizana
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1950-51

Walter Cummins, Oklahoma
Wayme Starift, West Virginia
Rohen L. Smith, Calilornla
Hal A Davis, Flarda
Donald Jorgensen, lowa
Richard Waybright, Pennsylvania

1945-46

J. Glyndon S, llinms
Virgll Genlo, Nevada

Sherman C. Beard, Jr., Waest Virginia

"Clffard £ Bailey, Washingtan

Marion F. Baumgardner, Texas

Joseph E. Espey. Missoun

* Appointed after Eugene Starkey entered
armed service.

1948-49

Doyle Conner, Florida
Max Cobble, Tenneswe
Paul Lindhalm, Minnesota
Diale Hess, Maryland
Bill Michae!, Montana
Alton Brazell, Texas

1951-52

Danald Staheli. Liah
Charles B, Ochar, Missoun
Gerald M. Reynaolds, New Yarh
Billy Howard, Georgla
Dallas High, Ohio
Duane Drushella, Oregon



1952-53

Jimemy Dillan, Louisiana
Jimrmy Wilks. South Carolina
Fred Reed. Jr., Arkanzas
Bill Sorem, Minnesota
Dror Travis, Nevada
Mazlcoim Ellis. Maine

1955-56

Dantel Dunham, Oregon
Terrell Benton, Jr,, Georgia
Lennie Gamage, Virginia
Dale Ring, Cthio
Allen Colebank, West Virginia
Lynn Looslt, Idaha

1958-59
Adin Hester, Oregon
MNorman Brown, Michigan
Bryan Halen, Nevada
Lee Todd, Tennesses
Thomas E, Stine, Missouri
Rizhard Van Auken, New Jersay

1953-54

David H Boyne, Michigan
Hunt Zumwall, Mew Mexico
Harlan Rigney, lllincis
John Schulthels, Washington
Walker James. Vermoni
Charles W Ritter, Jr_, Mississippi

1956-57

dahn M. Haid, Jr., Arkanszas
dermy Litton, Missour
Jerry Ringo. Kentucky
Vigtar Cappued, Jr., Pennsylvania
Rogerris “Pete” Knutson, Montana
Jdames Quincey. Florida

1939-60

Jdim Thomas, Georgia
Kenney Earl Gray, Mississippi
Richard Foor, Missouri
Dean Hoffer, Pennsylvania
L. G. “Jack” Crews, Wyoming
Joe H. Hughes, Jr., South Caraling

1054-55
Willlam O Guntes, Jr., Flarida
Philip Brouillete, Vermont
Jay Wright, Nevada
Robert H Futrelle, North Carolina
Lowell Giaselbeck, South Dakata
Chearles W. Ankan, Mew York

|
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1957 .58
Howard Downing, Kentushy
Mathan Reese, Ohlahoma
dermy . Rulon, Indiana
Leon C. Smith, Mew York
Royee Bodiford, Texas
Jermy Cullisan, Arizona

1960-61

Lyle Carpenter, Colorado
Raonatd J. Cook, Michigan
Jerame Donovan, Jr., Ohio
Teddy Ray Carruth, Texas
Mathan B. Cushman, Connecticut
John Creay, Utah
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1961-62

Wietesr Butler, Je., Florida
Richard Corwin Black, Arkansas

James Randall McCutcheon, West Vitginia

James Prewitt, Texas
Darryl Eastvoid, MNarth Dakota
Keith M. Simmans, Oregon

1964-65
Femmath H. Kennedy, Kentucky
Evan Green, Colorado
lvan Hay Hunt, Arizona
Robert Page, Georgia
Joe Perrigo, Mew Hampshire
Larry Prewin, Missous|

1%67-68

Grag Bamford, Colorado
Paul Dihehl, Missouri
Willizm Baehm, Wiscansin
John Gammill, &rizona
Richard Jones, New York
Robert Aish, South Caraling

1962-63
kanny McMillan, llinois
Wam Frence, [daho
Larry Ray Whittington, Morth Caralina
Jemry Diefenderfer, Caltfomia
Duane Leach, Minnesota
Richard A. Mottolo, Massachusetis

1965-66

Howard L, Willlams, Morth Carclina
Joseph B, Datrixhe, Kansas
Larry E. Cratg, Idaho
Morman Gay, Georgia
Wilham M. Kelly, Jdr., New Hampshire
dames Sutletn, Ohte

=
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196869
Juff Hanken, Chregon
derry Bants, Alabama
Tom Johnson, Mnols
dog Martinez, California

Lowsll Calletl, Texas
Glenn Weber, Pennsylvania

1963-64

Mels Ackerson, [ndirna
Jon Ford, Oklahame
Joseph Coyne, [linoks

Jdim Teets, West Virginia
dan B Turmner, Diah
Marvin R. Glbson Tennessee

196667

Gary Swan, Mew Yaork
Pal Tarpley, Loutsiana
Harold Brubaker, Pennsyluania
Richard Momisan, Anzona
Reaton Vandemark. Ohio
Mante Reese, Oklahoma

196970

Harry W Bledwell, Oklahoma
Dennis Pharrts, Texas
Steve Zumbach, lowa
Dravid H. Dietz, Oregan
£ W5t John, Arkansas
Chardes 5. Postles, Jr., Delaware
{servad 1/70-10/70)
Don Shina, Mew Jersey (10/6%-1,70)



1970-71

Dran Lehmann, linots
Jahn MeCulley, Oregon
Wayne Humphreys, lowa
Gearge E_ Allen, New York
Dan Doolay, Califormia
Jim Baard, Oklahoma

1973-74

G. Mark Mayfield, Kansas
Frederick D. McClure, Texas
Felth Mohler, Indiana
Covle O, Waybrght, Pennsylvania
Jay Loven Phillips, Uiah
Jimmy Alvarez, Florida

1971-72
Tim J, Burke, lowa
Dennis C. Sargent, Chio
Philip H. Johnson, Nebraska
Keuin Hall, Maryland
Chifford W, Saylor, Arzona
Sammy Peebles, Alabama

1974-75
Alpha E_ Triverte, Virginia
. Seon McKaln, Indiana
Bart Brashears, Oklahoma
Peter Giacomin|, California
Gerrit DeBruin, Wisconsin
Gary W. Helley, Weast Virginia

1976-T7

C Jemes Bode, Jr., Oklahoma
Brice Malech, Arkansas
Samtiel Brownback, Kansas
Richard “Rick" MeDaniel, Ohio
Danny Shiffer, Florida
Julie Alice Smiley, Washington
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1972-73
Diwright O Seegmiller, lowa
derry Dean Goolsby, Okishoma
Tim Daugherty, Missowri
Bruce Erath, New Yaork
Zane Hansen, ldaho
Rebert Hintan, Florida

1975-76

Bobby Tuches, Texas
Mike Jackson, Indiana
Ronald J. Wilsan, Kansas
Dauglas O Leudenslager, Chio
Elton Bouldin. Alabama
Leonard J. &ndersan. Wyoming
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STAR FARMERS

NOTE: The Star Farmer of America s listed first followed by the regional candidates for Star Farmer.

1929
Carlion Parion, Arkansas

1930
David Johnson, Naw Jersey

1931
Glenn Farrow, Arkansas

1932
Clarence Goldsberry, Missouri

1933
Maurice Dankenbring, Missour

1934
Paul Asileford, Cregon

1935
PaullLeck, Kansas

15936

Clayton Hackman, Jr., Pennsylvanta
Heward Annis, ldaho
Houston T. Ezell, Tennesses
Edward Kuhler, Missourl

1937
Rebert Lee Bristow, Virginla
Ralph Davis, Missouri
William Sners, Ohlo
Lex Murray, Caldornia

1938
Hunter Roy Greenlaw, Virginia
Charles Mahaffey, Ohio
Clay McMachan, Washingten
Edd Terrell. Missouri

1939
Morman W, Kruse, Mebrazka
G. Wallace Caulk. Delaware
Arthur & Albert Lacey, Texas
[ran K. Mizner, Montana

1540
Gerald Reyenga, Arkansas
Lewls Kelly, Jr., Kentucky
John'W. Shafler, Pennsylvania
Jesse Anderson, Califormia

1Ml
Duane Munter, Nebraska
Everett Struckmeier, Oregon
dohn D. Scon, Oklahama
Miltan B. Fox, Ohlo

1942
James H Thompson, Oregon
Tracey Hunsecker, Jr., Oklahoma
MNorman A. Martin, Jr., Maine
Lyle Firzgerald. Missoun

13
Wayme Boothe, Oklahoma
George Wilber Morse, Californla
Frank O_ Snyder, liinois
Edwin C. Fry, Maryland

1944
Elton Ellison, Texas
Amelic Bell, Nevada
Erwin Eugene Thalmann, Kansas
Hobert Linn Lawyer, Ohio

1945
Gordon John Eichhem, Ohia
Walter D Carlin, Jr., Pennsylvania
Willlam Parrick Vinson, South Carmlina
Clificed E. Basley, Washington

1546
William G. Carlin, Penrsylvania
FPaulH. Sman, Kentucky
Dennls 0. Hettman, Nevada
Brody Lee Koon, Texas

1947

Ray Gene Cinnamon, Oklahoma
Hoopes T. Yarnall, Pennsylvania
Marvin Krull, Wisconsin
Wayne Francis Stull, Washington

1B

Fenneth LeWayne Cheatham, llinois
Richard E. Ogletree, Georgia
Eadl E. Crouse, Jr., Massachusatis
Hensley Russell Price, New Mexico

149
Kenneth England, Arzona
Robert 5. Stevens, Virginia
John Castroginnl, Pennsyluania
Jack Halley King, Missouri

1950

Fomresi Davis, Jr., Florlda

Budd E. Ott, Pennsylvania

Rolland E. Turnow, Ohis
Paul Crawford. Utah

1951
Harald DeWayne Hodgson, Oklahoma
Joe Harmis, California
George Willlams. Rentucky
Ralph G_ Sanner. Pennsylvania

1952
Waher Wayme Vegel, Ohlo
Gearge Harvey Warmington, Oregon
Jdohn W, Reynolds, Jr., Tennessee
Frank L. Amold, Jr,. Naw York

1953
Stanley A Chapman, Washington
Rolin D. Blossey, Michigan
Maonroe Kontwitz, Oklahoma
Graydon L. Lyons, Mew Hampshire

1934

Burd W_ Schantz, Pennsylvania
Wilkiam Jay Wright, Nevada
Gilbert V, Maties, Nebrasha

Davis Henry, Alabama

1955
Joe Moare, Tennessas
Richard K. Armald, Michigan
Ross Edward Smith, Jr., Manyland
5, Lynn Loosh, 1dahe

1956
Wasley H. Patrick, Georgia
Larry L Lust, lowa
Rebaert L. Warley, Pennsylvania
Freddy Marth, Arizona

1957

Clarence Caleb Chappell, Jr., North Carolina

Charles Frederick Cole, New York
Billie [, Parsons, Scuth Dakota
Bryan Hafen, Mevada

1958
Jimmile John Jarmagin, Jr., Kansas
Malcolm A Miles. California

James H. Speer, Ir.. Pannsylvania
Ethan Labrier, Oklahoma

1959
Lyle Rader, Washington
Don Bridaes, Georgia
Charles Lee Smith, Missouri
Rodney L. Caulk, Delaware

1960

Arden W, Uhllr, Nebraska
Jerrald Duayme Truax, Colorado
Lam B. MeDorald, Tennassae
Charles A, Sargent, Vermont

1961
James Isaac Messler, Tennessee
G, Wallace Caulk, Jr., Delaware

Henry A. Nagamorl, Montana
Gary M. Trego. Mebraska
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Warner A. Ross, Tennessee
Walter L. Harder, Jr., Kentuchy
Kenneth R, McMurray, Washingion
Hussell L. DeMond. New York

1563
Robert Alton Cummins, New Yark
Jon Ronald Ford, Oklahomea
Stanley R Amundson, Narth Dakata
Dwayne Disney. New Mexico

1564
Don Carton Tyler, Pennsylvania
Lyle F. Mielsen, Nebraska
Gearge H. Culverhouse, Jr., Florida
Medin Hamilton, Arizona

1965
Floyd 5. Dubben, Jr., New Yark
Emmen 3. Jobe. Jr., Arizona
R. Keith James, Oklahoma
Marvin "Budd” Hobbs_ [llingis

1566
Richard W. Engelbrache, New York
Gary L. Organ, lllinois
Ralph G. "Buddy” Smith, Misslssippi
Frank Louis Albert, Jr.. Washington

1967
Dravid J. Mosher, New York
Wilkiam E. Falls, Missouri
Willlam T Roberts, Georgia
R. A. Kummar, Washington

1968
Joa Boyd Spencer, Didahoma
Delane Ruess, Michigan
Jack W. Gibbons, Mew Yark
Michel L. Oakley. Oregon

196%

Oiscar J. Manbeck, Pennsylvania
dohn David Prahl, linols
Walter Terrell Hudson, Georgia
Gary &, Waollweber, Washington

19
Merrill Kelsay, Indlana
Albert C. Wildes, Georgla
Jay Brian Schard, Oregon
Rabert Lee Weaver, Pennsylvania

1971

Lonney Eastvold, Mmnesata
Drennis A, Cardberg, New York
Leray Crawford, Oklahoma
Irvin Joe Petsch, Wyoming

1972
David Galley, Mew Yotk
Bruce R, Hemmingsen, lowa
Roberd E. Nash, Wathington
Billy Joe Holland, Mississippi

1973
William A Sparrow, Getorgia
James Lee Harwood, Missour
Thomas W, Aaron, Pennsylvania
August Michael Sachs, Washington

1974
Vernon Lauls Rehrschelb, [linois
Lamy Thomas Day, Texas
Wayne E. Vangraelschepe, Colorado
John R Mover, Pennsylvania

1975
Daniel Warcester, Kansas
Richard C. Lapp, Colorado
Michael Vaughn, Tennesses
Rov Mitchell, Morth Carolina

1976
Timathy H. Amdahl, South Dakota
Duwsight 5. Willlamsz, Ohio
Roger A. Meadows, Tennesses
Drouglas Bomiley, Washington

STAR AGRIBUSINESSMEN

MNOTE: The Star Agribusinessman 1= listed first followed by the regional candidates for Star Agribusinessman.

1969
Ken Dunagan, Arzana
Charles Sanford Posties, Jr., Delaware
Roger Lea Phelps, Ohio
Charlie Seidel. Jr.. Texas

1970
Earl M. Weaver, Pennsylvania
Jermy L. Williamson, Florida

Merle Eugene Klot, Ohio
Lynn Allan Seatt, Creagon

1971
Wayne Roben Morrs, California
Hobert G_ Timblin, Nebrasha
Llowd Jdohn Wenger, Pennsylvania
James E. Stone, Texas

1972
Edward Dennis Higley, Vermont
David Emerson Plummer, Ohilo
Dan Hardison, Arizona
Tyson Stephens, Georga

1973
*lack Rose, Nevada
' Steven Redgate, Oklahoma
Lloyd E. Lamb, Mew York
Larmy Gay, Miszouri
“Mamed Co-Winners by judges
1974

Ronald Dean Schwerdteger, Ohklahoma
David August Patke, Washington
Jacoh W. Musser, Pennsylvania

Patrick M. Walen, Washington

1973
Bryce E. Westlahe, Wyoming
Joseph T. Mrugala, New York
Ordel A, Stinson, lowa
Fhil Reddin, Flarida

1976
Tony V. Pollard, Alabama
Wade Christensan, Oklahoma
Lynn R. Groff, Pennsylvenia
Diennis W. Wais, Wisconsin

181
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Advisory Council and Board of Directors

Members Representing States

(These members ordinarily served from July 1 to June 30.)

J A, Guittesu, Washington 1931-32 B L Brown, Washington 1945-4% T. Harll, Hawail  1962-63
E.E. Gallup, Michigan 1931 H. E. Little, New Hempshire  1949-50 N D, Andrew, Mew Hampshire 1963-85
D, M. Clemants, Tennessee 1931-35 Elvin Downs, Utaly  19530-51 C_C. Eustace, Kansas 1963-65
W, J. Weaver, Mew York 1931-34 &, P, Fatherree, Mississippi 1950-51 T L. Faulknar. Alabama 1964-65
4B Hill, Binals 1932, 1936-38 C. M, Humphiey, Missourd  1951-52 F. B. Kk, Wyoming, 1964 -65
J. A, McPhee, California 1933 H. M. Hunsicker, Wast Virglnta 1951 D, C, Achischer, Wisconsin  19656-67
L. B. Pallam, Kansas 1933-35 L. C. Dalton, Mew Mexice  1952-53 W.H. Wayman, West Virginla [966-67
J. E. Border, Montana  1934-35 G. H Hurt, Taxas  1952-53 V. B. Hairr, North Carolina 1967 -68
H. O. Sampan, New Jersey  1935-38 C. D Watson, Vermont 1952-54 D E. Wison, California 1967 -68
L. R. Diavies, Colorada  1936-33 H. E. Uston, South Dakota  1953-54 {eorge Cochran, Minnesots 1968
5. M. Jackson, Lousiana 1936-41 John W, Bunten, Nevada 1954-55 d. €. Fink, Pennsylvania 1968-70
Earl Coaley, Ovegon 1937, 1940 H. E. Wood, Florida 1954-55 J. E. Dougan, Dhie  1969-T1
L. 0. Clements, Nebraska 1939 Wamren G, Waeiler, Ohia  1955-56 P. G. Chaslain, South Carclina 1969
H. C. Fetteralf, Pennsylvania  1939-41 H. M McDaonald, Maryland  1955-58 C.H Moo, Arzona 1969-70
H. T Hall. lows 1940-42 Emory M. Howard, |daho.  1956-57 Harold Moakes, New Yaork 1970-72
Sam Hiicheock, Wyering 1941 J. C. Cannon, Alabama 1956 F.R. Stover, South Carolina  L970
R A Manire, Texas 1942-43 George Sullards, &vkansas  1957-59 J. L. Branch, Georgia  1971-72
R. A.Howard, Ohto 194243, 1999-50 Harold Dus, Mebraska  1957-53 J. R. Peddicard, Nevada 1971-72
S 5. Richardson, Idaha 1942-43 0. E Kiser, Mew Jersey 1957 Garald Barton, [owa 1972-73
L M. Sasman, Wisconsin  1943-44 Byron MeMahon, California 1958.59 Philip A Haight, Massachuseits 1972-73
R. E. Cammack, Alabama 1944-45 Walter Jacoby, Connecticut  1958-60 Ralph Dregssen, Oklahoma 1973-74
J. M. Lowe, West Vieginia  1944-45 Harcld B. Taylor, Indiana  1959-60 Gordon Galbraith, Oregon 1973-74
AW Johnson, Montana  1943.45 Bob E. Taylor, Arizona 1960 Don Erchson, Morth Dakota  1974-75
H. E. Nesman, Michigan 1945-46 W E. Gore, South Carolina  1960-61 Glenn W, Lewis, Maryland  1974-75
J. B, Perky, Oklahoma 1946-47 M. G. Limson, Coforade 1961 Hobert Crawley, Arkansas  1975-76
Mark Nichals, Utah  1946-47 H_R. Damisch, llincis 1961-62 Art Nelson, Washington  1975-76
R. D. Anderson, South Caralina  1948-49 H. E. Edwards, West Vieginia 1951 -62 Dean Procheska, Kensas 197677
E. P Hilten. Kentuchy  1947-48 J. G. Bryant, Geargia 1962 -83 Martin L. Mitehell, Mew Hampshire 1976-T77
Representing Office of Education

C. H Lane 1937-43 H.F. Duis  1959-64

W T. Spanten 1937-:51 M. C. Gar 1961-T1

J.H. Pearsan  1937-46 W, Paul Gray  1964-066

D M. Clements 1937-49 H E.Edwards 1966-76

W._P.Beard 194]1-42 4. A Taft 1966-70

E.J. dohnson  1942-55 J K. Balley 1966

H B. Swanson  1943-51 B.F Rawls 1%67-T76

R.E. MNaugher 1546-60 J W Warren 1967-76

A W Tenney 1949-38 1961-66 ) W Lacey [968-76

H. M. Hunsicker 1952 -pressnt Jokin Bunten  1973-Ya

Mational FFA Advisors served as chairmen of Advisory Council and Board of Directors.
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National FFA Public Speaking Winners

1930
Edward Drace, Miggouri
1931
Richard Hugh Conn, Massachusens
1932
Willkam Bagot Searson, South Carolina
1933
Albert W, Richardson, Massachusetts
1934
J. Phalon Makoul, Utah
1935
Mont Kenney, Utal
1936
Henneth Jack. West Virginia
1937
Jack Gunning, Wisconsim
1938
Leshie Howard Standles, Calilarnia
1939
James Wayne Poucher, Flonda
1944
Douglas Charles Fisk, North Dakota
1941
R L. Janas, Alsbama
1942
Kenneth Engle. Kansas
1943
Howard Barlow, Ltah
1044
Wineant Chr, Gaorgia
1945

David Elk, Mew York

1946
Marshall Schirer, Kansas
1947
Dionald Bakehouse, Minnesata
1948
William Beverley Palf, Virginia
1949
Burton Bosch, Momana
1950
Herber McFeiridge, New York
1951
Jon Greenesan, Ohio
1952
Bruce Ayers, Visginia
1953
Fhilip Anderson, Jr. . Arkansas
1954
Dennis O'Keefe. Ohio
1955
Liberaia Viduya, Je.; Hawail
1954
Jirn Borthwichk, lowa
1957
Adin Haster, Jrregon
1958
Stuart Lamb, Mew Yark
1959
Phil Rousseau, Washingion
1960
Bennis M. Wood, Oregon
1961

Maren tnbson. Tennassee

1962
Gary Butler, Oklahoma
1963
Jobn M. Mowrar, Missour
1964
Dean Raiph Brett, Washington
1965
Sam Mizer, Virginia
1566
Gary H. Haich, Arizona
1967
Alben Carter, Virginia
1968
Dionatd Pilkinton, Tennessee
1965
Edward Bryan Hatchett. Jr.. Hantucky
1970
Hevin Hall. Maryiand
1571
Wilham J_ Cofield, Alabama
1972
Drennis M. Smith. Kentucky
1973
Meil Bowman, Arzona
1974
Randy Harris, New Mexico
1975
Eddie Blzzard, Alabama
1976

Mark Sanborn, Ohio
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National Board of Trustees
Future Farmers of America Foundation

194446
R.E. Cammack. Ohio

1944
Stanley 5. Richardsan, idaho

1544
Ralph Howard, Ohio

1944.46
Lowis 5, Sassman, Wiscorisin

1945-36
H. C. Fenerolf, Pennsylvania

19%45-46
L. D, Klemmedson, Arizona

1945-46
Vard Peterson. South Caralina

1945-45

Harry E. Mesman, Michigan
1945-45

& W Johnson, Montana
154549

J. M Lowe, West Virginia

194748
Roben A, Manire, Texas

1947-48
8.4 McMahaon, California

1947
H. M. Hamlin. Niinois

1947
1. B. Perky, Oklahoma

194748
H. 0. Sampson, New Jersey

197
Mark Nichols, Lah

1947-48
E P Hilton, Kantucky

1944-1976

{Representing States)

1H8=49
W F, Stewart, Ohis

194849
Bert L. Brown, Washington
19849
H. D Anderson, South Caralina

1549-50
Ralph L. Morgan, Oregon

1949-50
T. G- Walters, Genrgia

14550
Ralph A. Howard, Ohio
1949. 50
Earl H. Litthe, Mew Hampshire

1950.51
H. W, Deems, Mebraska

185051
R.C. 5. Sutliff, New York

195051
AP Fatherre, Missisdippi

1950-51
Elvin Downs, Utah

1951-53
A, R_Bunger, Colorado

1951-53
F.B. Cale, Virginia

1951-52
H. M. Hunsicker, West Virginia

1951.52
Carl Humphrey, Missouri

1952-53

J. B, Adama, lllinots
1952.54

4. A Snell. Maing

195254 195758
George H. Hurt, Teuas 5. 0. McMillen. West Virginia
195254 1957-58
L. C. Daftan, Mew Mexica Emory M. Howard, Idahe
195355 1957
Cola D. Watson, Vermaon J. €. Cannon, Alabama
{Deceased 2/2/5T)
1953-55
H. E. Urtan, South Dakola 1957-59
George Sullards, Arhansas
1954-55 {Replaced J. C. Cannon, Alabamal
Perey Kirk, Wyoming
195859
195456 Manan G. Linson, Colorada
3. R. Cochran. Minnesota
nen
1954-55 1_'5'*; "
A L Teachey, Narth Carolina Harold F- Duis, Nebras
R 0.E. Ki 19:';& J
. E. Kiser, New Jersey
W Lde Mawlds, Dalaware Deceased 1/13/581
3w Bmfi&w d 150
unien, Nevada Raymond C. Northup. Rhode lsiand
H. W T;EEFI i Lo
= R L Gaorge W Sledge, Wisconsin
oy 1959-60
4. R. Cullison, A T
Han. fAnzana Byzon J. MeMahon, Califomia
1356 (Second term—see 1947 -48)
V. G. Martin, Misslssippi
195960

|Deceased 3/7/57)
Walter Jacoby, Connecilcut

1956-57 {Replaced O. E. Kiser, M ] }
Wamren G Weiler. Ohia 1959-61
195657 Harold B. Taylor, Indiana
H. M. McDieneald, Marnyland 1960-461
A G Bullard, Narth Carolina
1957-59
J. L. Moss, Texas 1960-61
{Replaced W' G Martin, Misstssippl) Aflan Lee, Oregon
1957-58 1960-62

Ernest L DaAblon, North Dakata Jesse A Tah, Massachuserts
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1960-61 L966-67 1970-71 1974-75
C.E Bundy, lowa R. H. Toltert, Gaorgie M. H Gundiach, Wisconsin—NWATA  Marwin D. Thompson, Wisconsin
1960-62 L966-67 1971-72 1974-T75
W_E. Gore, South Carolina 0. C_ Aebischer, Wisconsin J. L. Branch, Georgia Dian Ericksan, North Dakota
1960-61 196667 1971-72 1975-T76
Bob E. Taylor, Arlzona W. H. Waymna, West Virginia A B Cordes. Wisconsin Hobert Crawley, Arkansas
1961 -62 1967-68 1971-72 1975
H. E. Edwards, West Virginia H. W Gadda, South Dakata F G.McCarmick, Arfizona Wanik 5. Eaddy, Alabama
(Filled W Jacoby's unexpired term) [Resigned)
{Mr. Jacoby resigned 1/1/61) 1967-68 197172
George W, Lange, New Jersay G D McDowell, Kentucky —NWVATA 1975-76
1962-65 Luther Lalum, Montana—NVATA
Ralph W_ Edwards, [daho 1967-68 1971
V. B. Halrr, North Caralina Harold L Naakes, New Yark 1975-76
1962-63 Art Melson, Washington
R W Mcnigomery, Alabama 196768 1971-72
1062 0. E. Wiison, California J. R. Peddicord. Mevada 1975-76
a ka
Herbert B. Damish, lllinois 1968-70 1972.73 B, ety
1962 Carlos H. Moove, Arizona Wm, H. Annis, New Hampshire 1975-76
A Jasper 5. Lee, Mississippi
Marvin G, Linsen, Colorada 196869 1972-71 (Replaced Van 5. Eaddy)
0. L Snowden, Mississi Gerald F. B .
ﬂﬁ? Snowden, Mississipp erh arton, lowa 1 -
Wallace E, Elfiote, Malna 1968 1972.73 John Murrey, Minnesata— NVATA
G. R, Cochran, M 1 Guy E. Cain, West Virgini
i%a‘_ﬁ Tamn nnesola [117] i} 25 Ll'g Tiid [91.5.1&
Harald M. Byram, Michigan 1969 1972.73 Mariin L. Mitchell, New Hampshize
1963-65 B C. Asheratt, Montana Philip H. Haight, Massachusetis T
Neal D. Andrews, New Hampshire 1965 1972-73 Puari Prochnaka, Kinses
. C. Butler, Waest Visgi H d E Teal, Mew York —NVATA
1%3 - rginia EAWAT ©a LV =] lﬂ'ﬁ—?ﬂ
J:5 - Beyard, Geargla 1969-71 1973-74 Bill Smith. New Jersey
1963-65 J. P. Clouse, Indiara Billy L Canner, Texas
C C. Eustare, Kanszas 1969.70 197374
P G Chastain. South Carclina Ralph Dreessen, Oklahoma
1963 '
T. Horrie, Hawall 1963:71 1973-74
J. E. Dougan, Ohio Gardon Galbraith. Oregon
1964-65
H, C. Colvit, Tennessis 1969-70 1973-74
J, €. Fink, Pennsylvania Franels M, Murphy, South Dakota—MNVATA
1964-66
C. W Hill, New York 1970 1973-M
B. C. Butler, West Virginia Lean A. Wagley, New Mexico
1964-65
T L Faulkner, Alabama 1970 1974-75
C. W, Heed, Alzbama Giordon Hall, Arizona
1964-66
Percey Kirk, Wyaming 1570-71 1974-75
{Second lerm —see 1954 -55) J T Davis, California Bill Harrizon, Ohlahoma—NWVATA
1966-67 1970 1974-75

PaulJ Foster, Colorade Wm. G. Smith, Mew Jersey=NVATA  Glenn W. Lewis, Marytand
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1944 .61 194461 1947 -60 1957-60
W.T, Spanton, Presidant, AW, Tenney, Secretary, K. E. MNaugher, Washington, D.C. A. E. Bass, Traasurer,
Washington, D.C. Washington, D.C Virginia {Deceased 27 19/61)
194446 1953-65 1960-63
J.H. Pzarsan. Washington, D.C, 1962-65 H. M. Hunsicker, Washingtan, D.C.  Harold F. Duls, Washingtan, D.C.
A W Tenney, President,
1944-49 Waehingtan, D.C. —
D M. Clements, Washington, 0.C. 1966-Current
194-57 H. N Hunsicker, President, M. C. Gaar, Washington, D.C.
1944-63 D, J. Howard, Treasurer, Washingten, D.C
E. 4. Johnsen, Washington, D.C, Virginia (Deceased 2/°23/57)
1957-76 1961 -Current
134 1944-52 Wi, Paul Gray, Secretary, 4. M, Campbell, Treasurer,
C. H Lane, Washingron, D.C. H. B. Swanson, Washington, D.C. Washington, D.C Wirginia
Office of Education Representing Business & Industry Mational FEA Presidents
Regional Representatives Ex-Offico Without Vote
1970-71
L W. Davies, Wisconsin
1970 1970
G.J. Varnes, Indiana H W Bidwell, Oklahoma
1966 1970 1971
4, K. Balley, Colorado 5. W. White, Ohio J, Dan Lehmann; llincis
1966-69— 1972-T4 1971-72 1972
H, E. Edwards, lllinois Fred Stines, lowa Tim J. Burke. lowa
1966-69 1971-72 1973
M. T, Gaer, Georgla J, E. Streetman, llinois Dwight O, Seegmiller, lowa
1966-69 1972-73
Jesse A Tall, Massachusetts Malcolm McVie, Indiana
Mational FFA Presidents
1967 -68 = 1973-71=1973-75 1974-75 With Vote
Byron F. Rawls, Missoun Edward F, Carter, Ohio
1968-69—1971-72 - 1976-T7 1974 1974
J, W, Lacey, Colorade Robert W, Walstan, Ilinols G, Mark Maydield, Kansas
1968 = 1970=1975-T6 1975-76 1975
J. W Wamen, Pennsvlvania Robert W. Engle, Ohio Alpha E. Trivette, Virginia
1975-76 1978
Mary George Jordan Waite, Alabama Bobby Tucker. Texas
1976-17 1977

{Representing Office of Education
Washington, D.C.}

L. A Phillipson, Michigan

James Bede, Oklahoma
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FFA Staff in 1977

Magazine
Staff

Editar, Wilson W, Carnes; Associgte Editors, John
M. Pitzer, K. Elliott Nowels: Field Editor, Gary Bye:

Editorial Assistants, Jo Colley, Mildred Bryan: Advertis-

ing Manager, Glenn D. Luedke; Regional Advertising
Managers. Richard C. Waitley, Carlton Gabel; Adver-
tising Assistant, Laurie Welch; Promotion Assistant,
Craig Osborne; Circulation Fullillment Manager,
Adriana L. Stagg; Assistants, Carolyn Roy, Diana

Devine, Helen Jonah. Angie Loomis, Ernestine Triner,

Beulah Keeter.

Program
Staff

Executive Secretary, Coleman Harris: Nenonal
Treasurer, . M. Campbell; Administrative Director,
Edward J. Hawkins: Manager of International Pro-
grams, Lennie Gamage; FFA Program Specialist
{Awards), Robert Seefeldt; FFA Program Specialists
{Contestst, Ted &mick: Director of Information, Daniel
Reuwee: Program Specialist, Leadership Development,
Tony Hoyt; Manager of FFA Supply Service, Harry J
Andrews; Chief Accountant, George Verzagt; Adminis-
wative Secretary. FFA Alumni Assoctation, Robert

W, Cox,

FFA Foundation, Inc.

Executive Director, National FFA Foundation Spon-
soring Committee, Donald N. MeDowell; Assistant Ex-
ecutive Director, Bernie Staller.
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FFA Movies

Many movies have been made about the FFA. They
are used to inform the public about the FFA organization
and its activites. They are effective as teaching devices
and they provide motivation for participation in FFA ac-
finvities.

Mowies about the FFA and agriculture are popular with
vocational agriculture students, Teachers of vocational
agriculture are among the largest users of mation picture
films related to agriculture.

A partial list of the major movies about the FFA, which
have been used throughout the nation, follow:

1. The FFA Celebrates at Ten
This movie was produced by the FFA and features the
10th Anniversary Convention of the organization.

2. The Green Hand

It was produced about 1935 by the Sears Foundation,
It was one of the first movies that presented the compre-
hensive program of the FFA.

3. That Inspiring Task

This movie was produced in color abour 1940 by the
Sears Foundation. It featured the cpportuniiies in farm-
ing and the values of membership in the FFA

4. Farmer of Tomorrow

This movie was produced in Pennsylvania by General
Motors Corporation. The movies presented the experl-
ences of FFA member Richard Waybright from Getiys-
burg, Pennsylvania. It was produced in 1952.

5. How to Raise a Boy

This movie was produced in 1955 by E. T, duPant
Company for use on the Cavalcade of America television
series which was sponsored by duPont. The story shows
how the FFA and vocational agriculture motivate mem-
bers to great achievement by education and by giving
great responsibility to them,

6. The Silver Anniversary of FFA

This movie presented the glamorous events which took
place at the Silver Anniversary Convention_ [t was pro-
duced by the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company and
according to surveys made it was seen by 25 million
people.

7. Here and There With the FFA

This movie was produced by the Venard Organization
about 1955 and showed some of the varied activities of
FF& chapters throughout the United States.

B. Star Farmers of America

Starting in 1958 and continuing for many years the
Keystane Steel and Wire Company sponsored the pro-
duction of a movie featuring the programs of the four
Star Farmers of the FFA. The last of these films was
produced in 1959,

9. Focus on Forty

This film was produced in 1968 ai the FFA's 40th
MWational Convention. One of the most complete
documentations of the Mational FFA Convention ever
produced, it featured many of the special activities that
took place at the organization's 40th anniversary
convention.

10, A Step Ahead

This movie, which was produced about 1958 by the
Mew Holland Company, interpreted the value of
agricultural training as preparation for the broad fleld of
agriculfure

11. The Challenge Leadership. the Answer FFA
This movie was sponsored by the New ldea Farm
Machinery Company and was produced in 1965, The

film emphasized leadership and was built around the

lite of Nels Ackerson, who became national president
of the FFA.



12, The Ilnheritors

Produced in 1970, this film featured the 1969-70
Mational Officer team in a dialogue about the FFA
arganization and Its role in the lives of vocational
agriculture students. It was fllmed in Alexandria.
Virginia, and Washington, D.C.

13. Stars Over America

In 1972 Ciba-Gelgy Corporation assumed the spon-
sorship of an annual film depicting the achievements in
farming and agribusiness of the four regional Star
Farmers and Star Agribusinessmen of America. Filming
is done an the farms and in the agribusinesses of the
eight regional Star Farmers and Star Agribusinessmen
of America,

14. Of Learning and the Land

This flm produced in 1977 outlines the history of the
FFA from its founding in 1928 to the 50th Anniversary
In 1977 and 1978. It includes many old scenes from
farms and vocational agriculture classes of the 1930
and shows 50 years of growth and development of
FFA.

[543

15, Build Qur American Communities

Produced In 1971 in cooperation with the Farmers
Home Administration of the JSDA, this was the
first film produced to describe the role of FFA chapters
tn community development. It features national FFA
officers describing the community development process
and discusses the need for young people to be In-
volved in making their communities better places in
which to live and wark.

16. The Game Plan—FFA Tackles Community
Development
This film was produced in 1975 to show the process
of becaming involved in the community through the
Building Our American Communities activities. This
film compares a chapter BOAC team effort to that of &
football team.

17. Agriculture’s New Generation

This film scheduled to be released during the FFA's
50th anniversary shows and tells the aim and purposes
of the FFA. It features FFA members who tell what
membership in the organization means to voung people
preparing for careers in agriculture.

Copies of these films are in the FFA Archives at the National FFA Center.



What They Say About FFA

“When [ shake hands and look into
the eves of these young FFA Officers
it gives me continued faith in the
future of America. Two pears ago |
addressed your organization at its Na-
ttonal Conwention in Kansas City and [
have fond memories of that occasion ™

Gerald R. Ford
President of the United Stares

"We firmly believe that membership
in FEA leads ta an eariched life from
having had this experience. The FFA
Foundation provides the apporiunity
for business and individuals o support
the incentive gward programs which
motivate deserving FFA members. We
of Firestone gre proud (o be a part of
this program,”

Raymond Firestone
Chairman and Chigf
Executive Officer

Firestone Tire and
Rubber Company

“As a past National President of the
Future Farmers of Americe | hove
seen the good that FFA is doing for
young people throughout the cauntry.
It is a vibrani erganizaiion that is help:
ing its young members grow in
character. learn responsible citizenship
and develop their leadership abilities.
We are proud 1o be a part of support-
ing this outstanding vouth organiza:
tign. "

Danald L. Stahel
President

Allied Mills, Inc

“My FFA experiences are among the
most valuable of my ife. There is no
finer youth arganization v America
Thraugh leadership development,
citizenship training, and character
building FFA is making a significant
and lasting contribution to the better-
ment of our Nation and the world, "

Orval Hansen
Member of U 5. Caongress
ldaka Falls. Idahs

“The work of the Future Farmers of
America in training ond encouraging
voung men and women to seek
agricultural and related careers has
never heen more relecant. American
agriculture needs young, smarf, ag-
gresstve leadership if agricultural peo-
ple are to control their own industry in
the years ahead.”

Earl L. Butz
Ll S. Secretary of Agriculture

“The heart and fiber of American
free enterprise is embodied in the prin-
ciples and activities of the FFA As
future leaders and enlightened citizens
of our country, FFA members henefit
from participating in o program hased
an awards given for achievements
evaluated by competitive perfor-
ance.”

A. Malcolm McVie
President
Elanco Products Company



“The leadership abilities developed
through membership in the Fulure
Farmers of America are vital to the
future of our country. This highly sue.
cessful vouth organization is effectively
teaching the gualities basic lo success
in life and business today. ™

Robert D, Roy
Governor
State of lowa

“FFA serves the Nation through its
practical program of personal develop.
ment far lomorrow's leaders. We be-
fteve that an investment in our young
people through the FFA Foundation is
a sound investment in our Nation's fu-
lura. "

Edward 5. Donnell

President and Chief
Executive Officer

Meantgomery Ward
and Company

“Were it nat for the experience
gained and the leadership taught in
the FFA. | would nat be in the U 5,
Congress today. Each year the FFA
gives thousands of boys and girls con.
fidenee in a field they know arnd an
apportunity to apply this confidence in
a bariety of areas in and out of
agriculture. To invest in the FFA is to
invest in the fulure.”

Jderry Litton
Member af Congress
Chillicathe. Missouri
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“The FFA is o modern, progressive,
versatile organization that prepares
today’s pouth to compete in our fast
spaced technplogical society But most
impaortant, it still teaches the dignity of
work, iImportance of the individual,
and protection of the free enterprise
spstem— haosic principles that it taught
me several years ago in rural Texas "

A. C "Dick” Weekly

General Manager

Houston Livestock Show
and Rodeo

“l am proud to have been a product
of the FFA pragram. It nurtures the in-
centive and self-confidence for the vo-
ag student {o put into practice the
elassroom experience.”

Richard C. Waybright

Founding Stockholder
and Manager

Mason Dixon Farms, Inc

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania






