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FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.












Food Products and Processing Systems Career Focus Area Resources

Created: 07/2020
National FFA provides free resources for teachers that are in alignment with the identified career focus areas. This document will provide a comprehensive list of all resources available in a pathway.
Food Products and Processing Systems Career Focus Area Educational Resources:

	Title
	Description
	Image

	#SpeakAg Dialogues: How do we best manage our food waste?
	Through this #SpeakAg Dialogue, students will learn how to classify varying perspectives on issues impacting the agriculture industry.
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	#SpeakAg Dialogues: What is your greatest area of concern in food safety?
	Through this #SpeakAg Dialogue, students will learn how to classify varying perspectives on issues impacting the agriculture industry.
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	#SpeakAg Dialogues: Why is milk consumption lower today than in years past?
	Through this #SpeakAg Dialogue. students will learn how to classify varying perspectives on issues impacting the agriculture industry.
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	Advocacy
	Students explore how to advocate for agriculture.
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	AFNR Value Chain Implementation Guide
	This guide is designed to help teachers and advisors incorporate the exploration of the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (AFNR) Value Chain within their courses.
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	AgCareers.com Food and Agriculture Career Guide Implementation Guide
	Guide students to career success using the tools and resources in the AgCareers.com Food and Agriculture Career Guide.
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	AgExplorer — Food Products and Processing Systems
	A platform that allows students to explore more than 250 unique careers in agriculture.

Students can take a career finder assessment, search through career profiles and watch videos to learn about agriculture careers.

Virtual field trips to ag-based companies are offered live and on demand with educators’ guides.

Activities, worksheets and lessons are offered on the Educator Resources page.
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	AgExplorer
Implementation Guide
	This guide is designed to help teachers and advisors incorporate agriculture career exploration into their courses. It can be used as a complete career exploration unit, an outline to integrate career exploration throughout an entire course or a supplement to any curriculum.
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	AgExplorer Video Activity 
	This is a general activity to be used with any of the videos in the AgExplorer video center.
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	The Agriculture Career Matchmaker 
	Introduce agriculture careers to students by giving them the role of a career matchmaker, making career recommendations based on a given profile. Students will also explore and define characteristics they are looking for in a future career.
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Part 1
Directions:

You are the agriculture career matchmaker. People come to you looking for advice on what their next career move
Should be Read each scenario below to learm more about your clients and what they are looking for in = career. AS you
read, highlight or underline keywords or phrases that will help you match the right career with esch person. Then Use.
AGEXRIRIE o find a career to match them with and answer the questions nder each scenario.

Paige Planterman
Paige I a high school senior wha is looking forward to warking in the.
agriculture industry but needs help deciding what o do. Paige has
been i FFA for the last four years and has really enjoyed competing in
career development events ke nursery/landscape and sgronomy. She
is interested In going to either community college or university before
entering her Career and her best subjects in school are math and
<cience. Ideally, she sees herself working in a hands-on environment,
partially outside and partially inside. She would like to eventually work
N her way up to leading a team of some sort and having a real impact on

making decisions in her workplace.
1 What are two careers you think Paige should consider?
b

2 Explein at least three reasons why you are recommending these careers What aspects of Paige’s profile led you
to select these careers for her?

5. What additional kinds of lassroom, EFA of SAE activities could Paige take advantage of ta help prepare her for
these careers? (Name at least three )





	Bell Ringers for the Agricultural Science Classroom
Accompanying PowerPoint for Display
	This document serves as a resource for agriculture educators and advisors to incorporate quick ways to engage students at the beginning of each scheduled time block (i.e., class, FFA meetings, etc.).
Utilize the PowerPoint slides to easily display each bell ringer question.
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	Cargill Virtual Field Trip
	This virtual field trip take students to Cargill’s Innovation Center in Wichita, Kansas, where they get an inside look into the world of agriculture and learn how careers in science and technology play a key role in getting food to our tables in a safe and affordable way. 
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	CDE, LDE and Agriscience Research Choice Board
	Career and leadership development events (CDEs/LDEs) and agriscience research help develop college- and career-readiness skills. Through this resource, students will be challenged to learn about and explore different events offered by National FFA.
	

	Check Us Out
	Students will explore Cargill and Zoetis to learn what they do as agricultural companies.
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	Combating Food Insecurity Curriculum – National Turkey Federation
	An engaging middle school curriculum geared toward educating students from all backgrounds to engage in understanding world hunger and agriculture’s role in finding solutions.
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	Culver’s – Our Story
	Students will learn about Culver’s and its history.
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	Current Events
	Students explore current events in agriculture.
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	Experience Planning
Guides and Modules
	The Agricultural Literacy and Advocacy Model consists of four steps: plan, develop, do and reflect. These modules introduce students to the concept of advocating to four key target audiences: peers, the community, elected officials and elementary students. Each accompanying experience guides students through the planning and execution of an activity and event.
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	FFA Blue 365 –
Feeding the World Part 1
	Students will explore food insecurity and feeding the world.
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	FFA Blue 365 -
Feeding the World Part 2
	Students will explore hunger awareness.
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	FFA Blue 365 -
Improving Lives Part 1
	Students will identify ways the agriculture industry improves lives through the food, fiber and natural resources systems.
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	FFA Blue 365 -
Respecting Our Planet Part 2
	Students will continue to explore the need to respect the planet while looking at the impact of food waste.
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	FFA Blue 365 - Value Chain
	Students will explore the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (AFNR) Value Chain while analyzing the challenges that exist within it.
	[image: image22.png]Introduction to the
Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Value Chain

Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Value Chain






	FFA New Horizons
Teaching Guide
	A teaching resource that follows along with the content in the FFA New Horizons magazine. The teaching guide is released quarterly with each new issue of the magazine.
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	Food and Agricultural Literacy Curriculum – Food Science
	This middle school curriculum includes more than 150 free lesson plans — that’s a year’s worth of introductory agriculture content bundled into one location. These lessons are great for building your students’ agricultural literacy and awareness and helping them apply what they have learned.
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	Food Deserts
	Students will describe food deserts and the role of agriculture in trying to eliminate them.
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	Food for America: Unit 5 – Food Safety
	Food for America is an educational program focusing on agricultural literacy in elementary schools and communities.
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	Food Labels – Tell Me More
	Students will explore food nutrition labels and the meaning of “natural” labeling.
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	Generic SAE Video
Activity Sheet
	This worksheet is a general worksheet to be used with the videos in the SAE video library.
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	Giovanni and Luke – SAE – Olive Oil
	Giovanni and Luke’s SAE is a school-based enterprise working on the school farm where they fertilize, label and harvest the olive oil. Some skills they have learned through this SAE are hard work and communication.
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	Global – Agricultural Disconnect
	Students will examine the views of the United States’ citizens on agricultural issues and techniques.
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	Global – Creating Solutions
	Students will explore the United Nations sustainable development goal of zero hunger.
	[image: image32.png]Creating Solutions

ot i Gt g it s Sl Dt Gl

s ertar, comple it f i






	Global – Food Security – Global Perspective
	Students will explore food availability and food insecurity on a global scale.
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	Global – Global
Agricultural Practice
	Students will identify agricultural products and practices within their communities.
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	Global – Global Connections
	Students will explore the challenges that agriculturists experience in other countries.
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	Global – Global Food Security Index – Countries (1 of 3)
	Students will gain understanding of the factors that impact food security.
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	Global – Global Food Security Index – Countries (2 of 3)
	Students will gain understanding of the factors that impact food security.
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	Global – Global Food Security Index – Countries (3 of 3)
	Students will gain understanding of the factors that impact food security.
	[image: image38.png]Global Food Security Index: Challenges

ot 7 ==

g e s S i g e s [——

Key Linkages | !






	Global – The Mushroom Lady
	Students will identify differences in agricultural practices around the world.
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	Global – Where in the
World Is Ag?
	Students will discover the role of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Foreign Agricultural Service.
	[image: image40.png]Around the World

45 agroup of four work through he follwing questions.

2. o many e does the USDA Foresn Agrieut

‘Each person inyour groug will rsearch a differen program orservice provided by the USDA Foreign Agriculurel
‘Servie. Once you research one program or servic,comse back as a grop and share with one ancther what ach
‘rogram o serice doc.Inth space provided belos, provide a Summary of sach program o service.

Harket Davispmart sns Sxper dsstanes

Dt and Arsisi

Fose Sty

45 agroup of four work through he follwing questions.

507t T ogrars s series researened sbove, when 65 154 T8 mast imsrant? Wy

2. iry s the USDA P rturl Seres mparant s Amaricen ssrture?





	Introduction to Food Science
	A series designed to introduce food science to your classroom.
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	John Zuppan  - SAE
Prune Orchard
	John’s SAE is working in his family’s prune orchard. He performs various tasks through his prune orchard SAE, such as pruning, painting the trees to prevent sunburn, mowing, etc. Through his SAE, one thing he has learned is the true meaning of hard work.
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	Kylie Skadberg-
Meat Processing SAE

	Meat processing is a unique SAE and career path. In this lesson, learn how Kylie Skadberg got started in her SAE. We will then learn what part of the animal different cuts of beef, pork and lamb come from. Finally, we will explore the everyday products we use that come from animal products.
	[image: image44.png]




	Label It
	Students will explore labeling in the poultry industry.
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	Lindsay, Eric, Kailey Lipka-SAE-School Garden and Food Dishes
	These siblings’ SAE is working in the school garden to grow various crops, which they then use to make food dishes such as salsa. They got started with this SAE because they wanted to do something together. Their teacher helped them to plan the garden and create a schedule of crops.
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	Literacy Strategies
	Use these strategies to assist with comprehension.
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	Living to Serve: Today’s Challenges; Today’s Leaders - Hunger
	Leadership resources designed to inspire classroom discussions relating to current agricultural issues. These five lessons focus on hunger.
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Story #1

Little Daniel s out to prove that he is the toughest and bravest of all his siblings. As the youngest
in the family, he has a need for power and speed, ready to fall to the ground to do a series of
‘push-ups when he is not running laps around the house.

The 5-year-old started coming with his family to the pantry during the fall of 2008, finding that
‘His Hands Ministries offered a safe place to play as well as to get food. Daniel’s parents are glad
to let all six of their kids attend the Food Bank of the Rockies agency for after school activities
and church services.

Daniel’s mother, Santana, relies on the large boxes of fresh produce and meat she receives each
week. Since her husband lost his job with a railroad inventory company, the family has often
struggled to come up with one meal a day. The food stamps she receives don't stretch as far as
they did when her children, ages 5 to 14, were receiving free meals through their schools” lunch
programs

Daniel’s ambition to be a cop, a fireman, and an emergency responder derive from his mother’s
determined drive. Santana is putting herself through school by working at a discount store,
training at night to one day work in a hospital preparing medical bills and codes. She dreams of
a time when she and her husband can move Daniel and his older brothers and sisters into a ranch
‘house on a sprawling farm.





	Numeracy (Math) Strategies
	Students will use math strategies to answer problems.
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	Pizza Anyone?
	Students will describe the role of Domino’s Pizza in the agriculture industry while understanding the relationship between American agriculture and the global economy.
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	SAE for All
	This site provides information on SAE opportunities based on exploring passions and career interests. Students start with a Foundational SAE and then expand to include one or more Immersion SAEs. Find activity guides and more that make it easy for all students to have an SAE.

*E-learning modules are available on the Educator and Student pages.
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	SAE Idea Cards:
Food Products and Processing
	PDF versions of SAE cards divided by career focus areas (similar to Agriculture Food and Natural Resource (AFNR) pathways)

The purpose of the SAE Idea Cards is to assist students with developing ideas for SAEs. There are 360 SAE ideas in nine different focus areas that can be downloaded or used online.
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	SAEs Inspiring Careers
Video Activity
	This activity is a generic worksheet to accompany the SAEs Inspiring Careers Videos.
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Part 1
Directions:
Watch an "SAES Inspiring Careers" video and complete the activity below. The videos can be found at EEA ora/ffa-video-
center/sags inspiring-career:
1. Whois the professional in the video you watched?
Name Company:
Job Title:

2 Explain what this person doss i theif ole in two or three sentences

5. What SAE did this individual have in high school?

4 Howdo the skills they learned in their SAS prepare them for their current career?

5 What savice do they give to students like you?






	SAE Monopoly
	Introduce students to the vast SAE opportunities available to them through playing SAE Monopoly, thinking critically and brainstorming SAE for themselves and their peers.
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	SAE Planning
	Students will plan out their SAEs.
	[image: image56.png]Building Bridges






	SAE Video Choice Board
	This document serves as a resource to incorporate SAE videos into the classroom.  These videos allow students to learn about and develop/enhance their SAEs. There are a series of choice boards available: six-week, nine-week, quarter, first-half of the semester and second-half of the semester. Choose the format that best suits your classroom.
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	SAE: What Should I Do?
	Students will learn about different SAEs and then develop SMART goals.
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	SAE: Start Small, Grow Big
	Students will connect personal interests to future careers as well as identify the resources needed to develop a business.
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	Sense of Belonging
Celebration Lesson
	Introduce diverse fall and winter celebrations to students by having students research different celebrations, what foods are eaten during those celebrations and what agricultural products are needed to make those foods.
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	Substitute Teaching Guides:

Career Exploration and Planning
	These Substitute Teaching guides include one-day, three-day and five-day options for curated and cohesive activities focused on different topics and career pathways that teachers can leave for substitute teachers while away from school. Each plan includes links to all resources and is fully editable to suit the needs of each individual classroom.
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Substitute Teacher Guide
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When you need fo be away from your classroom for a varying mimper of aays.
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Table of Contents

e One-Day Plans

o This section contains a list of existing activities related to career exploration and planning that would

work well to leave for your students when you will be away from your classroom for a single day. There
Is also a choice board of these activities.

e Three-Day Plans

o This section contains two options for cohesive plans related to career exploration and planning that
would work to leave for your students when you will be away from your classroom for three consecutive
days. Each plan contains activities that connect well to each other as well as a sheet with daily

introductory and closure activities/questions (bell work and exit tickets) to further connect the activities
and concepts to each other.

= Option 1. Career Exploration Using AgExplorer
= Option 2: College and Trade School Exploration

e Five-Day Plans

o This section contains two options for cohesive plans related to career exploration and planning that
would work to leave for your students when you will be away from your classroom for five consecutive
days. Each plan contains activities that connect well to each other as well as a sheet with daily

introductory and closure activities/questions (bell work and exit tickets) to further connect the activities
and concepts to each other

= Option 1. Agricultural Careers: Becoming the Expert
= Option 2: Preparing a Resume
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	Sustainability in Agriculture Lesson Series - Valent
	Valent USA is a leader in sustainable solutions for a changing world, and maintaining the ability to continue feeding the growing population requires sustainability. Through this lesson series, students will learn about the importance of sustainability throughout the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (AFNR) Value Chain.
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	Tyson – Anatomy of a Logo
	Students will explore how Tyson Foods has evolved throughout its existence as well as create personalized logos.
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	U.S. Poultry and Egg Curriculum - Poultry Processing
	Students will explore poultry meat processing, packaging and labeling.
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	What Is BASF?
	Students will explore the impact BASF has on the agriculture industry.
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	Who Is Land O’ Lakes?
	Students will learn about Land O’ Lakes and its role in the agriculture industry.
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	Who Is Tyson?
	Students will learn about Tyson and its role in the agriculture industry.
	[image: image67.png]





Other Food Products and Processing Systems Career Focus Area Resources:

	Title
	Description
	Image

	AgriScience Fair
	The National FFA Agriscience Fair recognizes students who gain real-world, hands-on experiences in agricultural enterprises.
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	Food Science and Technology CDE 
	Students display an in-depth understanding of food product development, food presentation and food safety issues.
	[image: image69.png]




	Meats Evaluation and Technology CDE
	In the meats evaluation and technology CDE, students develop the skills needed for careers in the meat animal industry.
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	Milk Quality and Products CDE
	Participants in the milk quality and products CDE demonstrate their knowledge about the quality production, processing, distribution, promotion and marketing of milk and dairy foods.
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	Poultry Evaluation CDE
	The poultry evaluation CDE tests students’ skills in the production, processing and marketing of chickens, turkeys, processed poultry products and eggs.
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	Proficiency Areas
	Agricultural Processing – Entrepreneurship/Placement

Agriscience Research – Integrated Systems
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