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The agricultural issues presentation was prepared in the Food Science Class (12 members) and 

the Agricultural Construction Class (12 members). Students were challenged to identify an agricultural 

issue that not only affected them personally, but also impacted a vast majority of the people in the United 

States. As the Ag Construction class was sampling the deer jerky made by the Food Science class, a 

classmate said, “Killing deer is wrong.” From that moment the debate was on.  

 

Why is the issue important now?  

Just weeks before deer bow season opened in 2015, the Missouri Department of Conservation 

announced the dates and regulations for the 2016-17 season (Jerek, 2015). These regulations will affect 

not only hunters in Monroe County but also the 511,182 hunters across the state (Flinn & Summer, 

2015). According to the Missouri Deer Season Summary and Population Status, deer numbers have 

decreased over the past five years because of liberal doe restrictions and hemorrhagic diseases (Flinn & 

Summer, 2015). Some would argue that the new regulations would create more traffic collisions. 

Currently, traffic accidents nationwide involving deer cause over four billion dollars in vehicle damage 

annually (Insurance Journal, 2012).  

 

What is the nature of the issue? 
Increase in Deer Population  

- “The Goal of the Missouri Department of Conservation is to achieve and maintain the deer 

populations at desired levels throughout Missouri” (Flinn & Summer, 2015). 

- Deer Population has decreased an estimated 300,000 since 2009 (Flinn & Summer, 2015). 

Decrease in Deer Population 

- Eighty-seven percent of all deer-vehicle wrecks occurred on state maintained roads.  These roads 

are the most traveled highways for the majority of Missouri residents (Missouri State Highway 

Patrol, 2012).  

- One deer, feeding twice a day, eats up to four pounds of corn from crop fields. Over two-weeks, 

that’s 56 pounds. (Peirce & Wiggers, 1997). That is roughly six dollars per deer per month. 

 

Who is involved in the issue? 
All 4,295,224 Missouri licensed drivers and the thousands of visitors passing through are only 

seconds away from being directly involved in the deer debate as they drive on Missouri roads (The 

Statistics Portal, 2016).  From the suburbs of St. Louis to the county roads of Monroe County to I-29 

leading into Kansas City, it only takes the turn of a doe’s head and she is coming directly in your path. 

The 511,182 Missouri deer hunters in 2015 will have to follow MDC regulations of shortened seasons 

and deer harvest restrictions or face fines (Jerek, 2015). Farmers and landowners can also be expected 

to see an increase of deer populations feeding on their land from new regulations. More deer mean more 

food needed for the deer and this food comes straight from the farmer’s fields (Pierce & Wiggers, 1997). 

 

How can the issue be defined? 

 The Missouri Department of Conservation 2016-17 Deer Hunting Regulations aimed at 

increasing the Missouri deer populations are conflicted with those Missouri citizens who want to control 

the increase of Missouri deer population. An increase in the deer population means more deer/vehicle 

accidents and wrecks, and the destruction of more agricultural crops. On the other hand, more deer will 

mean additional work for mechanics and an increase population of quality deer to hunt.  

List course(s) in which instruction occurred including the number of students involved in the 

instruction of the issue. 



What is the historical background of the issue?  

Early1900’s: Token laws restricting the killing of deer were passed, but went largely unenforced.   

1925: Missouri’s deer herd estimated to only be 400 deer (Missouri Department of Conservation, 2016).  

1936: Voters passed an amendment to the state constitution to establish the Missouri Department of 

Conservation by more than a two-to-one margin (Aldermans, 2011).  

1987: Deer hunters were first allowed to tag a “bonus (doe)” deer, because the deer population had 

reached sustainable numbers (Missouri Department of Conservation, 2016). 

2012: A deadly outbreak of EHD devastated the whitetail population in some parts of the state. 

2013: Hunters took lowest total in last 10 years, 251,924. (Missouri Department of Conservation, 2016). 

2015: Wildlife officials with the Missouri Department of Conservation aren’t in panic mode, but they 

know something has to be done (Frazee, 2013).  

2015: The 2016-17 Missouri Department of Conservation regulations were introduced showing a 

restriction in days to hunt and number of deer that can be killed (Jerek, 2015).  

 

What caused the issue? 
The issue of control of the deer population is caused by the community having two different 

perspectives. There are those that have to pay the national average of over $4,000 per deer-vehicle 

collision, and there are those that watch deer eat their profits right out of their fields and see them as a 

nuisance (Insurance Journal, 2012). Members of the Conservation Department and local hunters view 

the deer as a delicacy and a vital part of society and want to increase their number at a 20 year low of 

1.4 million deer (Missouri Department of Conservation, 2016). 

 

What are the risks? 
If deer numbers increase there is a higher risk for accidents, over 3,500 wrecks were reported 

during 2011, and four people lost their lives because of these deer (Missouri Highway Patrol, 2012). 

Secondly, increasing the population will continue to increase the potential for the spread of Chronic 

Wasting Disease (CWD). From the opposite view point, if deer numbers are not managed and decrease, 

deer populations will continue to fall as they have from 2007-2015, dropping 150,000 deer (Flinn & 

Summers, 2015). This will decrease the potential for deer to be killed and cause less interest in hunting. 

 

What are the benefits? 

Increasing the deer population by reducing the number of days to hunt will help to guarantee that 

there will be deer to hunt for future generations. Over 20,000 hunters are ages fifteen and younger (Flinn 

& Summers, 2015); for these hunters to have deer to hunt when they are in their fifties they must be 

managed now. Currently Missourians outnumber deer three to one. With the new push to increase 

population, deer will continue to be more available to hunt and continue to attract more Missouri 

residents and hunters into the woods (Populations Demographics, 2016). 

 

Is there strong disagreement on the issue? 

Pro: “Local hunters understand that to have quality deer you must regulate the number harvested 

and support the new regulations (Willingham, 2016).” Conservation Agent McCorkell supports the 

conservation departments push to increase the deer population (McCorkell, 2016). 

Con: “Local farmers are against the new regulations because they are going to increase the 

number of deer that will potentially destroy crops (Dye, 2016).” “MDC allowing the use of crossbows 

for use in archery season is a joke; crossbows today are guns made from string and should be only 

allowed in gun season (Graupman, 2016).” 
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Group Date Time 
Interest in Missouri Deer 

Regulations 
Location 

Number & 

Description of 

Attendance 

U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers - 

Clarence Cannon 

Dam & Mark 

Twain Lake  

 

3/8/2016 
1:00 

p.m 

- 13 Hunters 

- 3 Wildlife Biologist 

- 15 Mark Twain Lake State 

Park Rangers 

M.W. 

Boudreaux 

Visitor 

Center 

15 

U.S. Army Corp 

of Engineers 

 

Mark Twain Quail 

Forever Chapter 
3/10/2016 

6:50 

p.m. 

- Wildlife Biologist 

- Missouri Department of 

Conservation Private Land 

Conservationist 

- 16 Hunters and Landowners  

Monroe 

County 

NRCS 

Office 

16 

Quail Forever 

Members  

 

2nd Annual Monroe 

City Whitetail 

Classic 

3/20/2016 
10:00 

a.m. 

- 90+ Hunters 

- 5 Missouri Department of 

Conservation Agents 

- 8 Hunting Store Owners 

Monroe 

City 

Knights of 

Columbus 

95 

Deer Hunting 

Enthusiasts 

 

Northeast Missouri 

Conservation 

Agent Training 

Day 

3/23/2016 
9:30 

a.m. 

- Agents who serve as both the 

enforcement and the voice of 

the Missouri Department of 

Conservation on new Deer 

Regulations 

Day’s Inn 

Conference 

Center, 

Kirksville, 

MO 

23  

Conservation 

Agents and 

District 

Supervisors 

Monroe County 

AG Night 
3/24/2016 

7:00 

p.m. 

- 40 Hunters 

- 35 Landowners 

Paris High 

School 

Gym 

101 

Monroe County 

Farmers and 

Landowners 

 

Paris Rotary Club 3/31/2016 
12:00 

p.m. 

- Deer Hunting Economic 

Impact on local Community 

Paris 

Senior 

Center 

21 

 Rotary Members 

(2 Monroe County 

Commissioners, 2 

Monroe County 

Judges) 

 

USDA Monroe 

County Natural 

Resources 

Conservation 

Services (NRCS) 

Field Staff  

4/8/2016 
12:00 

p.m. 

- Oversee CRP and Wetland 

ground in Monroe County 

- Manage over 30,000 acres of 

CRP   

Monroe 

County 

NRCS 

Building 

16 

Wildlife Biologist 

Private Land 

Conservationists 

 

Eager Beavers 4-H 2/23/2016 
7:00 

p.m. 

- 17 Deer Hunter 

- 16 Landowners 

Public 

Library 

(Paris) 

32  
Members/Parents 

 

Monroe County 

Young Farmers 
3/10/2016 

7:00 

p.m. 
- 4 Hunters, 3 Future Hunters 

Paris FFA 

AG ED 

Building 

9 

Monroe County 

Landowners and 

Farmers 

 



Forum Summary: 

Quantity         Quality 

- Nine Forums       -  Five Different Counties/Towns  

- 328 Combined Audience Members       

Audiences included: 

- Age range from six years -75 years    - 65% Rural, 35% Town Residents  

- 27 MDC Conservation Agents     - 2 MDC Private Land Conservationists 

- 175+ Landowners       - 210+ Deer Hunters 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Clarence Cannon 

Dam & Mark Twain Lake Project  

                      3/8/2016 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Twain Quail Forever 

Chapter  

3/10/2016 

2nd Annual Monroe 

City Whitetail Classic 

3/20/2016 
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Northeast Missouri Conservation Agent 

Training Day    

3/23/2016 

Monroe County Ag Night 

3/24/2016 

Date: 3/23/2016 

 

Dave McCorkell 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paris Rotary Club  

3/31/2016 

USDA Monroe County NRCS 

Field Office 

 4/8/2016 

Jo Reynolds 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eager Beavers 4-H Club  

2/23/2016 

 

 

 

Monroe County Young 

Farmers  

3/10/2016 

Laura Long 


