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National FFA Educator Resources by Foundational SAE Component 
Created: 03/2025
A foundational SAE should include experiences from all five areas. National FFA provides free resources for teachers that are in alignment with the identified foundational SAE components. This document provides a comprehensive list of all resources available that can be utilized for each component. 
Table of contents
· Career Exploration and Planning: In this component, students will research and explore career opportunities within the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources industry. They will complete interest inventories and identify a career goal. Ultimately, students will be able to describe AFNR career opportunities and the path to achieving them.

· Personal Financial Management and Planning: Crafting a personal financial management plan is the focus of the Personal Financial Management and Planning component. Students learn how personal financial practices like budgeting, saving and appropriate use of credit lead to financial independence.

· Workplace Safety: Since some of the AFNR career pathways contain hazardous occupations, it is critical that all students have a strong base of instruction and experience with workplace safety. In this component, students will gain an understanding of the importance of health, safety and environmental management systems in the AFNR workplace.

· Employability Skills for College and Career Readiness: Through the Employability Skills component, students will develop the skills needed to succeed in both college and their career, including responsibility, communication, innovation, critical thinking and collaboration.

· Agricultural Literacy: This component’s goal is to give students an understanding of the width of the industry of agriculture. Students will research and analyze how issues, trends, technologies and public policies impact AFNR systems. They will also evaluate the nature and role that agriculture plays in society, the environment and the economy.

Career Exploration and Planning 

	Title
	Description
	Image

	AgCareers.com Food and Agriculture Career Guide Implementation Guide
	Guide students to career success using the tools and resources in the AgCareers.com Food and Agriculture Career Guide.
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	AgExplorer
	A platform that allows students to explore more than 300 unique careers in agriculture.

Students can take the MyCareer Quiz, search through career profiles and watch videos to learn about agriculture careers.

Virtual field trips to agriculture-based companies are offered live and on demand with educators’ guides.

Activities, worksheets and lessons are offered on the Educator Resources page.
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	AgExplorer Exploration
	Students can use this lesson to guide themselves through AgExplorer.
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	AgExplorer Video Activity 
	This is a general activity to be used with any of the videos in the AgExplorer video center.
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	The Agriculture Career Matchmaker 
	Introduce agriculture careers to students by giving them the role of a career matchmaker, making career recommendations based on a given profile. Students will also explore and define characteristics they are looking for in a future career.
	[image: image5.png]Name: CS.05; FFAPLAFFAPLE; FFAPLF; FFARG-|
FFAPG.1,FFACS-M, FFACSN; AGS, AGCOR.02

The Agriculture Career Matchmaker |-y

(CCSSELASLI1D] CCSSELASLO-10:CRPOZ
CRP 04 CRP T CRP.OB CRP10:CRPIT

Part 1
Directions:

You are the agriculture career matchmaker. People come to you looking for advice on what their next career move
Should be Read each scenario below to learm more about your clients and what they are looking for in = career. AS you
read, highlight or underline keywords or phrases that will help you match the right career with esch person. Then Use.
AGEXRIRIE o find a career to match them with and answer the questions nder each scenario.

Paige Planterman
Paige I a high school senior wha is looking forward to warking in the.
agriculture industry but needs help deciding what o do. Paige has
been i FFA for the last four years and has really enjoyed competing in
career development events ke nursery/landscape and sgronomy. She
is interested In going to either community college or university before
entering her Career and her best subjects in school are math and
<cience. Ideally, she sees herself working in a hands-on environment,
partially outside and partially inside. She would like to eventually work
N her way up to leading a team of some sort and having a real impact on

making decisions in her workplace.
1 What are two careers you think Paige should consider?
b

2 Explein at least three reasons why you are recommending these careers What aspects of Paige’s profile led you
to select these careers for her?

5. What additional kinds of lassroom, EFA of SAE activities could Paige take advantage of ta help prepare her for
these careers? (Name at least three )





	Check Us Out
	Students will explore Cargill and Zoetis to learn what they do as agricultural companies.
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	Discover Careers in Agriculture
	Explore careers in agriculture.
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	Generic SAE Video Activity Sheet
	Use this generic SAE video activity sheet with any SAE video.
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	Growing Opportunities Infographic
	Students will explore the vast number of career opportunities in agriculture.
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	SAE Idea Cards
	PDF versions of SAE cards divided by career focus areas (similar to Agriculture Food and Natural Resource [AFNR] pathways)

The purpose of the SAE Idea Cards is to assist students with developing ideas for SAEs. There are 360 SAE ideas in nine different focus areas that can be downloaded or used online.
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	SAEs Inspiring Careers Video Activity
	This activity is a generic worksheet to accompany the SAEs Inspiring Careers Videos.
	[image: image11.png]Nar

‘Aligned to the ollowing standards:
NAS0L AGPEDIDL CCSS RI9-103,CCSSSL-101 RSTSI0
RST9102:RS7.910.4 RST9105; ASTSI00;ASTSI010: WHST 9107
WHSTII09, MP5 VP, AG-NRZ: HS-LS26, HS 527

Part 1
Directions:
Watch an "SAES Inspiring Careers" video and complete the activity below. The videos can be found at EEA ora/ffa-video-
center/sags inspiring-career:
1. Whois the professional in the video you watched?
Name Company:
Job Title:

2 Explain what this person doss i theif ole in two or three sentences

5. What SAE did this individual have in high school?

4 Howdo the skills they learned in their SAS prepare them for their current career?

5 What savice do they give to students like you?






	SAE Monopoly
	Introduce students to the vast SAE opportunities available to them through playing SAE Monopoly, thinking critically and brainstorming SAEs for themselves and their peers.
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	SAE Planning
	Students will plan their SAEs.
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	SAE: Start Small, Grow Big
	Students explore how to grow their SAEs.
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	SAE Video Choice Board
	This document serves as a resource to incorporate SAE videos into the classroom.  These videos allow students to learn about and develop/enhance their SAEs. There are a series of choice boards available: six-week, nine-week, quarter, first-half of the semester and second-half of the semester. Choose the format that best suits your classroom.
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	SAE Video Library 
	This video library contains SAE ideas from students across the country in all the agricultural education pathways. The videos also have accompanying lesson plans. Utilize the videos for students to gain inspiration for their future SAEs and careers. 
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	SAE: What Should I Do?
	Students will learn about different SAEs and then develop SMART goals.
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	Smart Machines
	Students will explore potential career opportunities available in power, structural and technical systems.
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	Tyson: Anatomy of a Logo
	Students will explore how Tyson Foods has evolved throughout its existence as well as create personalized logos.
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	What Is BASF?
	Students will explore the impact BASF has on the agriculture industry.
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	When I Grow Up: Discover Ag Careers
	A resource developed by the American Farm Bureau Federation. Use this resource to explore careers in agriculture, food and natural resources with students in Grades 6 to 8.
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	Which STEM Career Is Right for You?
	Students can use the infographic to determine which STEM career could be right for them.
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	Who Is Land O’ Lakes?
	Students will learn about Land O’ Lakes and its role in the agriculture industry.
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	Who Is Merck Animal Health?
	Students will explore Merck Animal Health and its role in the agriculture industry.
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	Who Is Tyson?
	Students will learn about Tyson and its role in the agriculture industry.
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	Zoetis Virtual Field Trip
	Give your students a look into the careers found at Zoetis, a global animal health company that provides medicines, vaccines and a wide range of services to veterinarians, livestock producers, and others who care for farm and companion animals.
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Personal Financial Management and Planning 

	Title
	Description
	Image

	Financial Planning and Management
	Financial planning and management lesson plans and PowerPoints designed to teach about goal setting, budgeting, cash flow, credit ratings, loans, interest, investments, taxes and insurance.
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Workplace Safety 

	Title
	Description
	Image

	Fall 2022 New Horizons Teaching Guide Appendix 7: Six Important Farm Safety Tips
	Students will read the FFA New Horizons article “Six Important Farm Safety Tips” and complete the accompanying activity. 
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Recognize the risks. Know what to do. -sywauenpenten

ational Farm Safety and Health Weekis

recognized every year during the third
week in September, intentionally coinciding
with fall harvest, one of the busiest and most
dangerous times of year for farmers.

However, farming hazards are present

during any season, and it's important to
know how to spot and prevent them. While
agriculture safety applies to a broad range of
topics, here are a few general tips to keep in
mind, no matter what your task.

1- Educate yourself. Before you begin,
learn all about the mechanics and risks of
your specific project. Start with the National
Education Center for Agricultural Safety
(NECAS), which hosts National Farm Safety
and Health Week. In addition to free webinars,
you can find an extensive list of resources on
its website.

‘The Occupational Safety and Health
Administration also has resources dedicated
to agricultural operations, including a page
for youth. Treat this like a research paper: Find
and note as much information as you can.

In some cases, you might want to stock it with
additional supplies to relieve allergic reactions
in an emergency. Your kit should go wherever
yougo.

3 Check your fire
extinguisher. ideally, test it
twice a year. Sometimes it will have
power but not propellant, so make
sure to fil it after each use.

4 Read markings on every
vehicle you'll be in or near. Neenan
notes that while tractor rollovers are
decreasing, ATV/UTV rollovers are increasing
Don't exceed the weight limits, as that can
impact steering and braking, and avoid
roadways because the tires are created for
off-road driving

Wear your helmet and seat belt, i there is
one, and steer clear of moving parts of any
vehicle, especially PTO shafts behind tractors






	Human Safety
	Students will explore how to be safe in various learning environments.  
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Lesson Number: MS.IAS.1.1

Safety First

Precepts
G. Physical Growth
G2. Respect one’s body

National Standards

C5.06.02.01.0. Use proper safety practices/personal
protective equipment.

©5.07.01.01.a. Implement the health and safety
policies and procedures relevant to AFNR careers.

ESS.04.05.01.b. Descrive risks related to hazardous
materials and describe health and safety practices
to reduce risks from hazardous materials.

NRS.02.01.01.a. Identify hazards associated with the
outdoor environment.

NL-ENG K-12.12 - Applying Language Skills

NS.5-8.6 Science in Personal and Social Perspectives

Time

Instruction fime for this lesson: 45 minutes.

Resources

National FFA Organization. (2003). Lifeknowledge Precepts
and signs of Success.

National FFA Organization. (2005). Lifeknowledge Online.
Retrieved July 14, 2009, from http://agedlearning.org.

U.5. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health
Administration. (2002). OSHA fact sheet. Refrieved July 10,
2009, from U.5. Department of Labor, Occupational safety
and Health Administration web site: http://www.osha.gov/
oshDoc/data General Facts/ppe-factsheet.odt

Tools, Equipment and Supplies

Wiiting surface

Transparencies and projector or LCD projector
MS.IAS.1.1.TM.A - one per teacher

MS.IAS.1.1.TM8 - one per teacher

MS.JAS.1.1.TM.C - one per teacher

Bindex cards per student

Assortment of markers [green, yellow, and red are required)
MS.IAS.1.1.ASSESS.A — one per student






	Safety Training for ATV Riders (Convention Teacher Workshop)
	Learn more about safety for ATV riders and how to share that with students.
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	Welding Safety
	Students will explore precautions when welding as well as potential safety hazards and how to avoid them.
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Employability Skills for College and Career Readiness

	Title
	Description
	Image

	CDE, LDE and Agriscience Research Choice Board
	Career and leadership development events (CDEs/LDEs) and agriscience research help develop college- and career-readiness skills. Through this resource, students will be challenged to learn about and explore different events offered by National FFA.
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	Employment Skills LDE Classroom Resource
	Participants in the National FFA Employment Skills Leadership Development Event (LDE) get a leg up on their future careers by developing the skills needed to seek employment in the industry of agriculture.
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Job Interview: What to Do?

DIRECTION

Use the infographic "The 3 Stages of a Succassful Job Inferview,” available a hitps://theundarcovarracruiter.com/stage:
Succasstul-intarvieu/, to match the appropriate task to the stage in the ntarviewing process.

1. Have multiple copies of your resume

t impression
3. Research company

4. Don't be late!

5. Send a thank you note A Pre-interview

6. Don't post on social media 8. The Interview

7. Highlight your skills and the €. Post-interview

connection to the job description
8. Turn your cell phone OFF

9. Telling your story

10. Prepare for the question: "Tell me
about yourself.” (One-minute pitch)

11. Eye contact

12. Strong hand shake

13. Speak in a positive tone of voice

14. Research the person you are
interviewing with





	Entering the Sales World
	The agriculture industry is filled with sales representatives. This lesson will introduce students to the skills someone in this position will need, especially when working for a global agricultural company such as Bayer.
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	Job Interview
	Students will identify and learn skills associated with being prepared for a job interview.
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	LifeKnowledge
	An online curriculum with accompanying handouts that teaches real lessons for real life. The curriculum is divided into middle school, high school and advanced high school sections.
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Advanced High School National FFA Organization

DEFINING F INAL VISION

Unit. Stage One of Development—ME
Problem Area. Who Am I in Light of Serving Others.

Precepts. Definition of Vision

National Standards. NL-ENG.K-12.7 — Evaluating Data — Students conduct

y generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems.
They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of sources to communicate their dis-

m Student Learning Objectives. As a result of this lesson, the student will ...
| Define a personal vision.
2 Analyze components of a personal vision.

3 Evaluate keys to a successful vision.

© 2004 National FFA Organization
44 Itis llegal 1o reproduce copies of this material
Knowlesel without written permission from the National FFA Organization.
National FFA Organization






	Presentations
	Students explore how to give powerful presentations.
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	Resumes
	Students will work to develop a well-planned resume.
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	Speaking LDEs
	This lesson series contains five lessons designed to introduce students to public speaking as a skill through the various public speaking CDEs that National FFA has. 
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Agricultural Literacy 

	Title
	Description
	Image

	#SpeakAg Dialogues
	Through this #SpeakAg Dialogue, students will learn how to classify varying perspectives on issues impacting the agriculture industry.
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	Advocacy 
	Students explore how to advocate for agriculture.
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	Advocacy: Global
	Students will explore different agricultural practices around the world and how they can advocate for agriculture on a global scale. 
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	Building Solutions: Innovation
	Students will explore how innovation is important to the advancement of agriculture.
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	Climate Smart Agriculture
	Students will explore how climate impacts agriculture.
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	CSX Trains Carbon Calculator
	Students will explore CO2 emissions and the impact of using a train for transportation as compared to cars.
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	Drinking Water: Protecting the Source
	The Drinking Water: Protecting the Source instructional materials will assist teachers who seek to enhance student awareness about where drinking water comes from and how sources of drinking water can be protected.
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	Experience Planning Guides and Modules
	The Agricultural Literacy and Advocacy Model consists of four steps: plan, develop, do and reflect. These modules introduce students to the concept of advocating to four key target audiences: peers, the community, elected officials and elementary students. Each accompanying experience guides students through the planning and execution of an activity and event.
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	FFA Blue 365: Value Chain
	Students will explore the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (AFNR) Value Chain while analyzing the challenges that exist within it.
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	Food and Agricultural Literacy Curriculum (Pork Check-Off): Animal Science
	This middles school curriculum includes more than 150 free lesson plans. Explore literacy and awareness in animal science through this series.
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	Food Deserts
	Students will describe food deserts and the role of agriculture in trying to eliminate them.
	[image: image49.png]Food Deserts

Trougres s Qe






	Food for America
	Food for America is an educational program focusing on agricultural literacy in elementary schools and communities. It is a program developed to assist FFA members and all agricultural education students in leadership skill development as they reach out to youth, peers and their entire communities by sharing the world of agriculture.
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	Food Labels: Tell Me More
	Students will explore food nutrition labels and the meaning of “natural” labeling.
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	From Drone to Tractor
	Students will explore the uses of unmanned aerial vehicles in agriculture and precision agriculture.
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	Innovation Investigation
	Students will determine the innovations that help with biomedical conditions as well as determine the connection between diseases in agriculture.
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	Team Agriculture
	Students connect their interests in agriculture. 
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	Technology in Agriculture: Feeding the Growing Globe Brought to You by Syngenta and AgExplorer

	One of the greatest challenges of the 21st century will be feeding a growing world population in a sustainable way with limited land and fresh water. Take your students on a virtual field trip to Syngenta’s Research and Development Center in Research Triangle Park, Raleigh, NC, to learn how analytics, chemistry, agronomy and biology are revolutionizing the way food is grown to help address this challenge.
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	Tractor Supply Company: How and Why to Compost
	Students will explore composting and the materials needed to construct a compost system.
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