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ISSUE SUMMARY 
Why is this issue important to Idaho?                                                                         . 

The issue of Roundup usage facing American Agriculture has a huge direct affect on Idaho. Here in 

Idaho we have phosphorus mines that produce the majority of the phosphorus that is used in Round-

up and many other products. Due to this, the use of Roundup and the lawsuits on Bayer associated 

with Roundup have a direct affect on Idaho’s economy due to the mining of phosphorus in mines 

South East Idaho near Soda Springs. Roundup currently accumulates over 2 billion dollars into Ida-

ho’s economy in downstream sales every year. In addition, the soil and environmental affect of 

Glyphosate based products has seen to be slightly different in every state and ultimately, every area it 

comes in contact with. In spite of this, the use of Roundup affects Idaho’s soils and economy due to 

the tremendous production and use of it here in Idaho. 

 

What are the benefits?                                                                                                  . 

Advocates for Roundup claim it:  

 - Provides increased and improved yield means larger profit for farmers 

 - Effective weed control 

 - Sterile seeds prevent crossbreeding with weeds 

 - Has been scientifically proven not harmful and not to cause non-hodgkin's lymphoma 

 - Increased safety 

 - Binds tightly to soil and won’t run off into water 

 

What are the risks?                                                                                                        . 

Critics of the use of the herbicide Roundup claim the risks are: 

 - Leads to Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 

 - Non-selective herbicide 

 - Contaminates the environment and animals 

 - Creates weed resistance 

 - Seeds from Roundup ready crops are selective 

 - Science and safety facts are not fully known   

 

What is the historical background of this issue and what caused it?                       . 

Roundup was developed in the 1970’s to expel weed growth in designated areas of use. Since its 

widespread usage, cases of cancer and other health concerns have arisen. The only evidence leads 

back to glyphosate which by some organizations is labeled as a carcinogen. 

• 1972 — Roundup was developed by Monsanto. 

• 1974 — Roundup began to be used in Malaysia and the UK. 

• 1976 — Roundup was seen and documented as a safe solution to weed control. 

• 1985 — EPA considered glyphosate a carcinogen (Pulse, 2017). 

• 1996 — First Roundup Ready crop is used. 

• 2014 — First documented case of Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma. 

• 2016 — Bayer purchased Monsanto (Roundup, 2020). 

• 2018 — Monsanto/Bayer lost trial of $78 million due to cancer (Pulse, 2020) 



ISSUE SUMMARY 
List the Course(s) in which instruction occurred:                                                      . 

• Intro to Plant Science (169 students ) - introduces students to the plant industry by looking into 

how pesticides affect plants and the environment. 

• Botany/ Plant Soil Science (249 Students) - begins to look deeper into the plants of Idaho, both 

native and noxious and how the environment affects their growth. 

• Horticulture I & II (51 Students) - provides hands on experience with growing and maintaining 

crops while limiting exposure to weeds and evaluating pesticides used when doing so. 

• Landscape Design (13 Students) - evaluates the landscaping industry and analyzes which pesti-

cides should best be used in selected areas. 

• Natural Resources (16 Students) - explores the environmental effects of pesticides through evalu-

ating how pesticides can contaminate water in runoff causing potential soil issues. 

 

What is the nature of this issue and why is this issue important now?                    . 

The active ingredient in roundup, glyphosate, has been known to cause adverse effects to the society. 

Its usage has supposedly been traced back to health problems such as cancer. A type of genetically 

modified organism or GMO has come from roundup. A roundup ready crop is immune to roundup so 

the weeds are taken out instead of the crop. These methods and uses of the chemical have proven 

themselves to be very effective. In the world, there has been 9.4 million tons used on fields. In Amer-

ica alone there has been 1.8 million tons sprayed. Although Roundup has had success, it’s had some 

recoil. The World Health Organization claimed it was “probably carcinogenic to humans.” Although, 

the environmental protection agency claimed it was not likely carcinogenic. About 43,000 court cas-

es have been filed against Monsanto/Bayer concerning cancer. The problems continue to arise with 

little evidence or research to back the cases (Malkan, 2020). 

 

Who is involved in this issue?                                                                                       . 

Bayer: the company that produces Roundup and is under attack for the effects it has on people and 

the environment. Farmers:  the main people who use Roundup on their crops and use it in large 

quantities. Have not seen negative effects from it. Citizens (residential use): worried about contract-

ing cancer from the use of roundup. Parents: worried about the effects it will have on their children’s 

body through contaminates from the use of Roundup on food. Landscapers: used as a herbicide in 

residential areas. Some are concerned about the effects it will have on them. 

 

How can this issue be defined?                                                                                     . 

Our forum falls under the area of “Environmental Issues” as listed in the focusing on Agricultural Is-

sues instructional materials. The issue is defined as, “How is Roundup Affecting the Agricultural 

Community?” The issue of Roundup has been an under a series of environmental stewardship and 

has recently changed into looking at human safety due to the numerous court cases being presented. 

As more cases are being presented, Bayer Corporation has worked to solve the issue and how it is af-

fecting the agricultural community as well as residentially by citizens, landscapers, scientists, farm-

ers and Bayer Corporations. 
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LOCAL FORUM PRESENTATIONS 

WHEN WHERE TO WHOM # PRESENT 

February 6, 2020 Meridian, ID Ronda Hirnyck  3 

February 27, 2020 Meridian, ID Meridian Lions Club 24 

March 10, 2020 Meridian, ID Ada County Farm 

Bureau  

16 

March 11, 2020 Boise, ID Senator Mike 

Crapo’s office 

3 

March 12, 2020 Boise, ID Idaho State           

Department of     

Agriculture 

4 

 
Meridian High School, Meridian 

Date: February 6, 2020  Time: 4:00pm 

Attendance: 3 

Ronda Hirnyck 

Why farmers are using glyphosate to kill their crops - and 

 what it might mean for you. (n.d.). Retrieved from 
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Washington State University. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://

 treefruit.wsu.edu/dust-can-affect-weed-control-with

 -glyphosate/   

Yuan, K. (2014, March 2). Monsanto Corporation: Roundup 

 Pros and Cons. Retrieved from https://

 pha.berkeley.edu/2014/03/02/monsanto- cor

 porationroundup-pros-and-cons/ 

Zhang, L. Exposure to glyphosate-based  herbicides and risk 

 for non-Hodgkin lymphoma: A  meta-analysis and 

 supporting evidence. Retrieved from https://www.sc 

 iencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S13835742183008   

Ronda is the University of Idaho Extension        

Pesticide Program Coordinator and has done     

extensive research on the use of Roundup. 



 
Hampton Inn and Suites, Meridian 

Date: February 27, 2020 Time: 7:00am 
Meridian Lions 

Club 

 
Ada County Farm Bureau, Meridian 

Date: March 10, 2020 Time: 7:00pm 

Attendance: 16 

Ada County Farm 

Bureau 

 

The Ada County Farm Bureau is made up of 

agricultural industry leaders who are con-

cerned with educating the general public 

about issues facing agriculture.  

The Meridian Lions Club is a community service group 

who has heavy ties working within the agricultural in-

dustry from growing up on farms or hosting ag-

related events around the Treasure Valley.  



 

 
Idaho State Department of Ag, Boise 

Date: March 12, 2020 Time: 3:30pm 

Attendance: 4 

Idaho State         

Department of Ag 

Senator Mike 

Crapo’s office 
The State Director of Agricultural Issues for Mike 

Crapo and his team of associates. The issues facing 

Roundup and Roundup Ready Crops have heavily 

affected the state and their team has been heavily 

involved in finding a solution to this issue. 

Senator Mike Crapo’s office, Boise           

Date: March 11, 2020 Time: 3:30pm 

Attendance: 3 

The Idaho State Department of Agriculture 

have been heavily involved in researching the 

effects that Roundup has had on areas across 

the State of Idaho.  


