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TEAM ACTIVITY PRACTICUM
Judges Information Guide

The purpose of this practicum is to evaluate the contestants available to sell/advertise a product, event, or sale through some type of media whether that be online, on paper, or through social media outlets.  Teams will have 45 minutes total to complete the assigned task and then 7 minutes to present their plan to the judging team.
The contestants are all wanting to attend the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis but due to Covid have been limited in the number of school fundraisers they were able to conduct last year. Their teacher has charged them with raising the funds, so they are to plan and create two different corsage and boutonniere fundraisers for their school’s homecoming and prom. Their goal is to raise $5,000. 
After the 45 minutes are up, the team will present their creations to the judges and walk you through their plan of action to raise the money needed to attend National Convention. Both judges will need to either sit or stand together for the presentation part of the practicum. 

[bookmark: _Hlk22206992]Judging Uniformity: 
The teams will work around a set of L-shaped tables. Each state will be judged by two people and those scores will be averaged together for the final team score. 
 The first 5-6 items on the scoring rubric will be judged while the team is working during the preparation time. The bottom 2-3 items will be observed more during and after the presentation part of the practicum is complete. You will find some of the items overlap and apply to both the prep time as well as the presentation time. 
NOTE 1: For fairness (perceived and real), please avoid judging contestants from your home state.
NOTE 2: Please be respectful to each of the students you are judging.  Please put your phone away while judging is taking place and refrain from talking with your judging partner until it is time for the presentation part of the event.  If you find yourself needing to step away, take a restroom break, or getting distracted please let the room lead know BETWEEN judging groups.  
NOTE 3: Even though each state has two judges, you will be scoring independently and should not consult with the other judge on how they scored the team.  

Additional Helpful Details for Judges: 
· You can not help or prompt the students in any way. The team activity practicum is about seeing student leadership/soft skills in action. If students ask you question, please politely let them know you can not answer questions. If you feel it is a valid question, please get the attention of the event coordinator and see if they can offer assistance. 
· Judges can move around and observe the students while they work. There will be chairs provided for the judges if you choose to sit but please make sure you can hear all the team members. 
· If you can not hear the students, it is perfectly alright to ask them to speak up. You want to make sure you are judging them fairly and let them know you need to hear their planning process as part of scoring. 

Student Presentation Details 
During the presentation, the contestants will present you with their floral creations and walk you through their plan of action to raise the money needed to attend National Convention. 
When judging the quality of work, you are looking that the designs meet minimum industry standards. Are they presented in a neat and sellable fashion? Are there clearly two different corsage and boutonniere sets? Is one obviously higher end than the other design? 
Judges are welcome to ask questions during the presentation. If you want more clarification on something the students said during their presentation, please make a note of it and ask once the students are wrapping up their presentation. You are also welcomed to ask if the students pause during the presentation for questions. 
Optional questions if you don’t have any of your own:
1. How would you tailor these designs to different individuals? How would that affect the cost? 
2. Do you believe this is truly a fundraiser that you could hold at your school in the future? Is it realistic for a school of your size? 

Please keep all comments and answers positive.  Even if what they create or answer is incorrect, do not correct them.  Incorrect answers or issues with the team presentation should be reflected on the score card and not back to the student. 
