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SAE (Supervised Agricultural Experience)
SAE for ALL
SAE’s opportunities are endless and are based on exploring a student’s passion and career interests in agriculture and related industries. Students start with a Foundational SAE then move into an Immersion SAE. To learn more about SAE’s check out SAE for ALL. https://saeforall.org/ 

SAE IDeas
Looking for some ideas on an SAE? Check out these idea cards.  https://ffa.app.box.com/v/saeideacards 
Animal Systems
https://ffa.app.box.com/v/saeideacards/file/301232109893 
Agribusiness Systems
https://ffa.app.box.com/v/saeideacards/file/301231786411 

Here are some videos that may spark an SAE idea https://www.ffa.org/ffa-video-center/sae-video-library/
FFA Members Describe their SAE’s
Members share a bit about their SAE in their own words.
Poultry SAE- Kendall Metz, DE
“My interest in the world of poultry started in 2016 during my Animal Science 1 poultry unit. As we reviewed the steps of production, I began to realize that the poultry industry was a serious career interest for me. To gain more knowledge about poultry I asked my family if I could invest in a flock of my own. When my parents agreed to order chicks from a hatchery, I was infatuated with the poultry production process. Later that year my FFA Advisor notified me of National FFA SAE grants. I then saw my opportunity to explore the poultry industry by becoming my own hatchery in 2017. I applied for various $1000 grants to start 'Triple M Hatchery', a company which would focus on becoming an organic poultry producer. On December 12th I received an email notifying me that I was the recipient of the California Certified Organic Farmers grant. Starting with my existing laying hens, I purchased flocks after evaluating each breed of bird to find traits that would make their offspring most valuable. Some of these traits such as egg color, foraging ability and hardiness were the most important.  I then raised my flocks to the point where I could produce a variety of poultry products. Currently, I sell eggs year-round while in the spring I hatch chicks. Throughout my SAE my father and my Advisers have played major roles in motivating me to continue advancing my business into what it is currently. Without them, I am sure I would not have reached my highest potential.”






Poultry SAE-Kaitlyn Lorang, MN
“Learning about the best management practices to efficiently produce chickens and their products lead me to develop my poultry proficiency area.  I began my supervised agricultural experience (SAE) of raising laying hens so I could have an egg selling business in 2017. I have learned so much about egg production and selling eggs in order to build my business. My parents have been great at helping me learn about raising hens and selling eggs. Our arrangement is that I do all the labor in exchange for the cost of feed and supplies for the chickens. My interest in raising chickens definitely came from my dad. He loves all kinds of animals. My mom is the one who encouraged me to market and sell my eggs to build my business. This year, I wanted to learn more about the egg marketing and selling. I researched the different labeling that is used to sell eggs in stores. I have learned how to grade eggs, how to tell when they were packaged, and how long before they expire. The main information I researched was what all the different labels like organic, farm fresh, all-natural, omega-3, antibiotic free, and many more really meant to the consumer. I am now able to explain to my customers what my eggs would be labeled. My SAE is one hundred percent entrepreneurship in this award area. I really enjoyed learning about the different marketing that is used to sell eggs so I could be better informed about different types of eggs and how they are commercially marketed.”
Animal Research-Porter Olsen, UT
“What got me interested in this SAE was when I heard about the Utah State Jr Turkey Show. I wanted to jump out of my comfort zone and try something new, why not raise turkeys? I had no reason not to, so I did. My sisters both raised turkeys and they were very successful at it. In my eyes I didn't think it seemed like a very large commitment, but I sure was wrong. I wanted to do more than just raise turkeys for the turkey show. If I could make a good agriscience project with the birds, then I would be able to have another opportunity to learn more about agriculture.
My SAE consists of raising turkeys from brooders to harvest weight. I purchase the turkeys from Norbest Turkey farm and brood the poults together for about 4 weeks. Then I separate them into different pens where they are kept until harvest weight. I raise my turkeys at HALco, a local farm that has a great set up for poultry production and research. In exchange for rent on the facilities and use of equipment I work doing many different things on the farm. I have worked closely with HALco in order to produce the best birds that I can. These birds are all raised with the goal of research of some kind. I have completed five different experiments on the birds. The goal of my experiments is to be able to find information that can positively influence the industry. My studies have been in two main categories. One is changing the light length for the birds and the other is changing the feed to increase rate of gain.”

Tips
Here are some tips on how to establish your SAE https://www.ffa.org/sae/tips-to-establish-your-sae/ 

More ideas or share your SAE story
Need some more ideas or want to share your SAE story? Check this out https://saeforall.org/stories/ 
 
SAE Grants
SAE grants are funds for students to start or enhance their SAE. The 2020 application opens in October. For more information visit https://www.ffa.org/participate/grants-and-scholarships/ 

Immersion SAE Based Awards
For outstanding immersion SAE’s consider applying for awards. Check out proficiency awards https://www.ffa.org/participate/awards/proficiencies/ 
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