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Description of Lesson: Through this lesson, students will choose an SAE Idea Card that excites them and turn it into a short, compelling project pitch. This lesson encourages creativity, communication and career alignment while helping students design meaningful Foundational or Immersion SAEs.
Student Learning Objectives:
After completing these activities, students will …
1. Explore SAE ideas. 
2. Develop and present a personalized SAE plan. 

Suggested Grade Level:
Grades 9 and 10 (This lesson is written so instructors can scale up or down based on class needs.)

Suggested Time: 60 minutes (*Time requirements may vary based upon student understanding and class schedule.)
Resources/References:
1. Website: AgExplorer (2023), AgExplorer.FFA.org
2. SAE Idea Cards

Related Resources:
1. AgExplorer Implementation Guide, https://FFA.box.com/s/w3o6ep5l2509qtw1fsgrkc718o3d143m  
2. SAE Planning, https://FFA.box.com/s/hiyvrc7q824oxp4wb052f7z4amp7weuk 

Spanish Translations:
1. SAE Idea Cards 
2. SAE Idea Cards by Pathway

Equipment and Supplies Needed:
1. A copy of the “The Great SAE Pitch-Off” worksheet for each student
2. A complete set of the SAE Idea Cards (printed or digital) 
3. Peer feedback slips, one for each presentation 
Vocabulary:
1. Focus area 
2. Foundational SAE
3. Immersion SAE
4. Pitch

Cross-Curricular Connections:
	English/Language Arts

	· Create a pitch for an SAE
· Plan for an Immersion SAE. 
· Plan for a Foundational SAE. 



FFA Connections 
1. Agricultural Proficiency Awards, https://FFA.box.com/s/r76f4vde5ny6gpaapubf7dgm7beldml9 

Student Activity Sheets:
Direct access to student activity sheets without lesson plan or answer key for easy upload to a learning management system or printing for classwork.

https://ffa.box.com/s/c70kluxdou5xsdyt3mwmkt34i26k4jho (Word)
https://ffa.box.com/s/a5dxsy4plg774gyrtcj9oppnp1xctzou (PDF)
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tp_nGt-tj03p8JbQkap_jFphpz2t6vUYi26HB9IkG64/copy (Google)

These Activities Are Aligned to the Following Standards:
AFNR Performance Element
· CS.05. Describe career opportunities and means to achieve those opportunities in each of the Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources career pathways.
FFA Precept
· FFA.PL-A.Action: Assume responsibility and take the necessary steps to achieve the desired results, no matter what the goal or task at hand. 
· FFA.PL-C.Vision: Visualize the future and how to get there. 
· FFA.PL-E.Awareness: Understand personal vision, mission and goals. 
· FFA.PL-F.Continuous Improvement: Accept responsibility for learning and personal growth. 
· FFA.PG-I.Professional Growth: Assume responsibility for attaining and improving upon the skills needed for career success.       
· FFA.PG-J.Mental Growth: Embrace cognitive and intellectual development relative to reasoning, thinking and coping. 
· FFA.CS-M.Communication: Effectively interact with others in personal and professional settings. 
· FFA.CS-N.Decision Making: Analyze a situation and execute an appropriate course of action. 
Common Career Technical Core
· AG5 Describe career opportunities and means to achieve those opportunities in each of the Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Career Pathways.
NASDCTEc
· AGC09.02 Select, research and examine critical aspects of career opportunities in one or more AFNR career pathways in order to gain an understanding of the breadth of occupations within this cluster.
Common Core- Reading: Informational Text
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper).
Common Core- Writing
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
Common Core- Speaking and Listening
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Common Core- Literacy in Science & Technical Subjects: Writing
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9.10.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
AFNR Career Ready Practices
· CRP.02. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. Career-ready individuals readily access and use the knowledge and skills acquired through experience and education to be more productive.
· CRP.04. Communicate clearly, effectively, and with reason. Career-ready individuals communicate thoughts, ideas and action plans with clarity, whether using written, verbal and/or visual methods. 
· CRP.07. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. Career-ready individuals are discerning in accepting and using new information to make decisions, change practices or inform strategies.
· CRP.08. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. Career-ready individuals readily recognize problems in the workplace, understand the nature of the problem, and devise effective plans to solve the problem.
· CRP.10. Plan education and career path aligned to personal goals. Career-ready individuals take personal ownership of their own educational and career goals, and they regularly act on a plan to attain these goals.
· CRP.11. Use technology to enhance productivity. Career-ready individuals find and maximize the productive value of existing and new technology to accomplish workplace tasks and solve workplace problems.
Partnership for 21st Century Skills 
· Communication
· Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
· Flexibility and Adaptability
· Information Literacy
· Initiative and Self-direction
· Leadership and Responsibility

Lesson Plan:
1. Bell Ringer: Imagine you’re walking into a room with either a panel of investors (like Shark Tank) or a team of FFA judges. You have 60 seconds to impress them with an idea for an SAE that represents who you are and where you want to go. What is the first sentence out of your mouth and why?
 
2. Introduction: In this activity, you’ll choose an SAE Idea Card, come up with a project and pitch it to your classmates. Your goal is to explain what your project is, what skills you’ll build and how it connects to a real career. This is your chance to share something you’re excited about and practice presenting your ideas clearly.

3. Activity: Each student needs a copy of the worksheet “The Great SAE Pitch-Off.”
a. Part 1: 
i. Give students a copy of the SAE Idea Cards, either physical or digital copies. 
ii. Guide students to utilize their student activity sheets to plan and organize their SAE ideas before presenting their pitches. 
iii. They should choose one SAE Idea Card and think creatively about how they could turn it into a real project.
b.  Part 2: 
i. Have students utilize the space on their student activity sheets and the provided rubric to write a 60- to 90-second pitch for their chosen SAE. 
ii. They can use bullet points or full sentences to organize what they will say. 
c. Part 3: 
i. Now that students have chosen their SAEs and written their pitches, they will present it to their classmates. 
ii. Each student will present their pitch to the whole class.
iii. Assign each student to review one other student in your class. 
iv. As they listen, instruct students to complete the feedback form for the student they were given to review.  
v. When done, they will complete the reflection questions. 

4. Follow-up: Have students utilize the feedback from their peers to rewrite their SAE pitches.  

5. Optional – Extended Learning Opportunities (Not factored into time requirement): 
a. Invite an industry guest or former student to listen to pitches and offer real-world insight or advice.

6. Exit Ticket: Which SAE idea from today (yours or a classmate’s) inspired you the most, and what would you add to it if it were your project?
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The Great SAE Pitch-OffAligned to the following standards:
CS.05; FFA.PL-A; FFA.PL-C; FFA.PL-E; FFA.PL-F; FFA.PG-I; FFA.PG-J; FFA.CS-M; FFA.CS-N; AG5; AGC09.02; CCSS.EI.9-10.4; CCSS.W.9-10.2; CCSS.SL.9-10.1; CCSS.WHST.9.10.4; CRP.02; CRP.04; CRP.07; CRP.08; CRP.10; CRP.11


Part 1
Directions: 
Look through the SAE Idea Cards to get ideas for an SAE you may be interested in. Fill out the table below as you browse. 
	SAE Idea
	Why It Interests You 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Now that you have looked at different SAE ideas, use this sheet to plan and organize your SAE idea before presenting your pitch. Choose one SAE Idea Card and think creatively about how you could turn it into a real project!
	Career Title From SAE Idea Card:
	Focus Area:

	
	 


	SAE Title (Give your project a creative name!):

	Type of SAE (Foundational or Immersion): 

	 


	

	Project Description: Write a few sentences describing what your SAE will involve. What will you do? How will it connect to the career?
	What three skills will you develop through this SAE?

	








	1.  
2.  
3.  

	Why does this SAE matter to you?

	Why are you excited about this idea? How does it relate to your goals or interests?

	




	





Part 2
Directions: 
Write a 60- to 90-second pitch to help you practice. Use bullet points or full sentences to organize what you’ll say.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pitch Rubric
	Area
	4 Points
	3 Points
	2 Points
	1 Point

	Content
	All content is accurate. There are no factual errors.
	Most of the content is accurate, but there is one piece of information that seems inaccurate.
	The content is generally accurate, but one piece of information is clearly inaccurate.
	Content is confusing or contains more than one factual error.

	Clarity and Creativity
	The pitch is easy to understand, and all elements are clearly written or spoken. Creativity was used.
	The pitch is easy to understand, and most elements are clearly written or spoken. Some creativity was used.
	The pitch is hard to understand with very quiet speaking or very hard to read writing. Little creativity was used.
	The pitch is hard to understand, and one cannot follow the thought process. No creativity was used.

	Narration and Preparedness
	The pitch is clearly rehearsed and presented with no mistakes. 

Student spoke slowly and clearly.
	One mistake is heard in the pitch.




	Two mistakes are heard in the pitch.



	Three or more mistakes are heard in the pitch.


Student spoke very fast and was unclear.

	Time 
	Student stayed in the time frame. 
	
	
	Student was either under or over the allotted time frame.


Total: _____________
Comments:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________


Part 3
Directions: 
Now is your chance to pitch your SAE! You will present your pitch to the whole class. When you are not presenting, listen to the other pitches. Complete the feedback form for the student your teacher assigned you to review. 
Peer Feedback (Complete for a classmate, as directed by your teacher.)
	Pitch you reviewed: 
	


	What was the strongest part of the pitch and why?
	


	One suggestion to improve it:
	


	What skill did the presenter highlight best?
	


	If this were your project, what would you add or change?
	



[image: ]Reflection Questions: 
1. What feedback did you receive from this activity? 

2. What is one way this SAE could connect to your future career goals?

3. What is your next step for turning this SAE idea into reality? 
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