[image: ]Agriculture in a Trying Time: An Interview with Sonny Perdue, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture
Directions:
The 2019-20 National FFA Officers met virtually with U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue on May 1, 2020. Watch the interview (https://vimeo.com/414923128/8a920f98e3) and complete the following activities.
How does a pandemic impact the agriculture industry?

What is a pandemic?
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What challenges will urban communities face as the pandemic unfolds?
What challenges will rural communities face as the pandemic continues to unfold?













We are seeing a lot of food waste across the industry (ex. milk being dumped), how can we as FFA members and agriculturists help farmers and ranchers in our communities? 



Give an example of two food products that are currently at risk of being wasted due to the disruption in the food supply chain.
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What is the USDA doing to maintain a safe and stable meat supply?


Why is a safe and stable meat supply so important?














How can we support people in our local community during tough times? Give a specific example.

How can we continue to support agriculturists beyond their financial needs?





[image: ]How does access to technology impact people in both rural and urban communities?
What role will rural broadband internet play in speaking to the needs of our modern producers?
Do you think the process of getting back to 100 percent will be fast or slow? Why?
When the COVID-19 pandemic ends and farmers and the supply chain are back to 100 percent, how can the USDA help farmers bring their products back into the market in a competitive way, both in price and quality?
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[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]In one sentence, summarize this interview with Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue. 
What can you do to help the agriculture industry during this challenging time? 
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FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.










