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#SpeakAg Dialogues: How do we best manage our food waste?
Created: 02/2019 by the National FFA Organization
Student Learning Objectives
After completing these activities students will …
1. Classify varying perspectives on issues impacting the industry of agriculture.
2. Demonstrate effective communication strategies to persuade others.
Time Required:  45 minutes 
Resources:  
1. FFA.org/ag-literacy-and-advocacy
2. Video: #SpeakAg Dialogues: How do we best manage our food waste? 
Equipment and Supplies Needed:
1. Internet access to play the video in real time or embed it in a PowerPoint ahead of time
2. A copy of the “#SpeakAg Dialogues: How do we best manage our food waste?” worksheet

THIS QUICK LESSON PLAN WOULD WORK WELL AS PART OF: 
1. An introductory agriculture lesson.
2. A public relations lesson. 
3. An agricultural business lesson. 
These activities are aligned to the following standards:
FFA Precept
· FFA.PL-A.Action: Assume responsibility and take the necessary steps to achieve the desired results, no matter what the goal or task at hand. 
· FFA.PG-J.Mental Growth: Embrace cognitive and intellectual development relative to reasoning, thinking and coping.
· FFA.CS-M.Communication: Effectively interact with others in personal and professional settings.
AFNR Performance Element
· CS.01. Analyze how issues, trends, technologies and public policies impact systems in the agriculture, food & natural resources career cluster.
Common Career Technical Core
· AG1 Analyze how issues, trends, technologies and public policies impact systems in the Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Career Cluster.  
NASDCTEc
· AGC10.03 Compare and contrast issues affecting the AFNR industry including biotechnology, employment, safety, environmental and animal welfare to demonstrate an understanding of the trends and issues important to careers in this industry.
Common Core- Speaking and Listening
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Common Core-Writing
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
AFNR Career Ready Practices
· CRP.04. Communicate clearly, effectively, and with reason. Career-ready individuals communicate thoughts, ideas and action plans with clarity, whether using written, verbal and/or visual methods.
Partnership for 21st Century Skills 
· Communication
· Information Literacy
· Collaboration


Lesson Plan:
1. Bell Ringer: Pose the question: What is food waste? Have students answer with a partner or as a class.

2. Introduction – Have students get into groups of 10 and give them 1 piece of paper. Ask teams to list out different kinds of food, but the trick is they have to create the list from A-Z. For instance, A – Apples, B – Bananas, C – Carrots. The first team to complete the list wins!

Once completed, ask how many of the students have thrown away some of the foods they have listed? Reassure them that we all have thrown food away at some point or another. Introduce the topic of the #SpeakAg Dialogues video you will be watching today will be covering how we can combat food waste in our communities. The video will show different methods of persuasion and examples of how to communicate with others who don’t understand our viewpoint. Pass out the accompanying worksheet or have paper for the students to take notes. 

3. Activity: Have students watch the first part of the “#SpeakAg Dialogues: How do we best manage our food waste?” and pause at the instructed times during the video. Video url: https://vimeo.com/320511766   The video will have a “[Pause Video]” notification in the bottom left corner to allow you to have discussion with your class. You can instruct students to share answers with a partner or with the rest of the class. The accompanying worksheet can also be used or notes can be taken by the students. 

Voting: There are several ways you can have the students vote for the question of the day (“#SpeakAg Dialogues: How do we best manage our food waste?” Students can raise their hand for either A, B, or C, or can write down their answers on a piece of paper. Once votes have been counted, continue on with the video after the voting slide. 

Pause at:
00:47 — Voting Slide
14:47 — Discussion Slide
16:44 — Discussion Slide
19:23 — Discussion Slide
21:30 — Discussion Slide

Optional Activity*: At 14:47 You have the option to PAUSE the video and turn to the classroom to create their own discussion about the video so far. Have the students move to 3 corners of the room according to the answer to the question of the day. Have all A’s together, B’s together, and C’s together. Have students discuss why they agree most with that answer and gather their reasoning’s while using the Brainstorm worksheet, page 4 of the lesson plan. They can also use blank paper to record their thoughts.

Have 1 student serve as the “Expert”. This Expert can use the reasoning’s the team came up with and the additional points from page 3 of the lesson plan. These additional points can be shared with the Experts, or can be used as your guide during the activity. The Expert will have 2 minutes in the front of the class to persuade them to vote for their answer and take 1 minutes of questions from the other groups. Once all Experts have had their turn at the front of the class, turn the video back on and finish video as a class.

4.   Follow-Up: As a class, discuss the following questions: 
a. Has your opinion changed or stayed the same after hearing from our experts? Why or why not?
b. What were some of the ways the experts tried to persuade you to their side?

Leveling-Up: Have students get with a partner who had a different answer to the “Question of the Day” (question 1 on      the worksheet) and have them discuss the following questions:
a. What facts did the expert use to defend their answer?
b. Do you think that some of the experts’ answers were similar?
c. What would you have added to the conversation to defend the answer?

5.   Exit Ticket: Have students evaluate whether their answer changed or stayed the same. Have them discuss with a   partner and write down their answers to be put in a “ballot box” to make sure the activity is completed.






Optional Activity*
Additional points for #SpeakAg Dialogues: How do we best manage our food waste? 
These points can be given to the group, or used as a guide when discussing the 3 answers to the questions of the day.
On-farm Digesters:
· Treating waste through a digestion process is cheaper for a farmer than sending it to a landfill site or a composting site.
· Methane produced in a landfill is 20 times more potent as greenhouse gas and can be way more harmful to the environment. Digesters capture that methane to create biogas. 
· The product left from the digester can be used as fertilizer and puts essential nutrients into the land.
· Information from: https://andigestion.co.uk/the-benefits/the-benefits-for-food-waste-producers/
Connecting Farmers & Consumers:
· Today’s farmers continually improve their farming practices to be more efficient, sustainable, and find uses for less-than-perfect crops. 
· Technology has allowed the farmer to feed 155 people compared to the 19 in 1940. With that has come responsibility to make sure waste is limited and use sustainable practices.
· Farmers are connecting with consumers by gleaning fields and donating to food banks. This gets them into their communities to talk about the food they grow. 
· Information from: http://notasteforwaste.org/about-us/ 
GLeaning & Food Donations:
· Gleaning can improve the nutritional stats of food insecure people by giving them access to fruits and vegetables, while reducing food waste.
· Each year, about 6% to 7% of planted crops in the U.S. aren’t harvested due to other factors that do not affect food safety. The crops then are left in the field 
· Food pantries are often packed with canned and packaged foods, fresh nutritious produce straight from the farm adds to their diet.
· Information from: https://www.fb.org/viewpoints/fighting-food-waste-with-gleaning1
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NAME: __________________
Brainstorm for Expert
DIRECTIONS:
Complete this worksheet for the optional activity for the “#SpeakAg Dialogues: How do we best manage our food waste?” video and prepare your group’s Expert to defend your answer. 

1. How do we best manage our food waste?        
    Circle one.                  			
    A. On-farm digesters  C. Gleaning & food donations
    B. Connecting farmers & consumers 

2. I chose this answer because…	
	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 



3. I’m with group answer: ______

4. Members of my group chose this answer because…
	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 



5. The 4 points we are going to have our Expert talk about are…
	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 
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#SpeakAg Dialogues: How do we best manage our food waste?Aligned to the following standards:
FFA.PL-A, FFA.PG-J, FFA.CS-M; CCSS.SL.9-10.1; CCSS. W.9-10.1, CCSS. W.9-10.2; CS.01; AG1; AGC10.03; CRP.04

[bookmark: _GoBack]Video URL: https://vimeo.com/320511766 
DIRECTIONS:
Complete the worksheet while watching “#SpeakAg Dialogues: How do we best manage our food waste?” 

1. How do we best manage our food waste?                                   2. List one definition you learned    
    Circle one.                  			
    A. On-farm digesters  C. Gleaning & food donationsWord:




Definition:

    B. Connecting farmers & consumers  

3. Why did you choose A, B, or C














4. What did the Experts do to persuade you to their answer?
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 5. List 2 points you would advocate for.                             1.







2.












 



6. Has your opinion changed or stayed the same after hearing from our experts? Check one box.
Yes

No



Explain why or why not. 
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FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.











