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#SpeakAg Dialogues: Why is milk consumption lower today than in year’s past?
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Student Learning Objectives
After completing these activities students will …
1. Classify varying perspectives on issues impacting the industry of agriculture.
2. Demonstrate effective communication strategies to persuade others.
Time Required:  45 minutes - 1 hour
Resources:  
1. FFA.org/ag-literacy-and-advocacy
2. Video: #SpeakAg Dialogues: Why is milk consumption lower today than in year’s past? 
Equipment and Supplies Needed:
1. Internet access to play the video in real time or embed it in a PowerPoint ahead of time
2. A copy of the “#SpeakAg Dialogues: Why is milk consumption lower today than in year’s past?” worksheet

THIS QUICK LESSON PLAN WOULD WORK WELL AS PART OF: 
1. An introductory agriculture lesson.
2. A public relations lesson. 
3. An agricultural business lesson. 
These activities are aligned to the following standards:
FFA Precept
· FFA.PL-A.Action: Assume responsibility and take the necessary steps to achieve the desired results, no matter what the goal or task at hand. 
· FFA.PG-J.Mental Growth: Embrace cognitive and intellectual development relative to reasoning, thinking and coping.
· FFA.CS-M.Communication: Effectively interact with others in personal and professional settings.
AFNR Performance Element
· CS.01. Analyze how issues, trends, technologies and public policies impact systems in the agriculture, food & natural resources career cluster.
Common Career Technical Core
· AG1 Analyze how issues, trends, technologies and public policies impact systems in the Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Career Cluster.  
NASDCTEc
· AGC10.03 Compare and contrast issues affecting the AFNR industry including biotechnology, employment, safety, environmental and animal welfare to demonstrate an understanding of the trends and issues important to careers in this industry.
Common Core- Speaking and Listening
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Common Core-Writing
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
AFNR Career Ready Practices
· CRP.04. Communicate clearly, effectively, and with reason. Career-ready individuals communicate thoughts, ideas and action plans with clarity, whether using written, verbal and/or visual methods.
Partnership for 21st Century Skills 
· Communication
· Information Literacy
· Collaboration

Lesson Plan:
1. Bell Ringer: Pose the question: What’s your favorite dairy product? Have students answer with a partner or as a class.

2. Introduction — Have students get in groups of 4 to play a game of Act, Hum or Draw. Students can either act out the phrase, hum a tune, or draw out the phrase for their teammates to guess.  Each student will have 1 phrase to act, hum or draw. The first person will come get the first phrase from you and so on, and so on. Once the first group gets all four guessed, they win!
a. Phrases to include:
i. U.S. trade
ii. Dairy farmer
iii. Plant-based dairy
iv. Dairy marketing
Introduce the #SpeakAg Dialogues video by asking what all these items had in common - dairy. Explain the #SpeakAg Dialogues video you will be watching today will be covering the importance of dairy throughout our country. The video will show different methods of communication and examples of how to communicate with others who don’t understand our viewpoint. Pass out the accompanying worksheet or have paper for the students to take notes. 

3. Activity: Have students watch the first part of the “#SpeakAg Dialogues: Why is milk consumption lower today than in   year’s past?” and pause at the instructed times during the video. Video link: https://vimeo.com/320499673  The video will have a “[Pause Video]” notification in the bottom left corner to allow you to have discussion with your class. You can instruct students to share answers with a partner or with the rest of the class. The accompanying worksheet can also be used or notes can be taken by the students. 

Voting: There are several ways you can have the students vote for the question of the day (“#SpeakAg Dialogues: Why is milk consumption lower today than in year’s past?”). Students can raise their hand for either A, B, C or D or can write down their answers on a piece of paper. Once votes have been counted, continue on with the video after the voting slide. 

Pause at:
00:45 — Voting Slide
06:33 — Discussion Slide
07:39 — Discussion Slide
12:27 — Discussion Slide
17:59 — Discussion Slide


Optional Activity: At 8:53 You have the option to PAUSE the video and turn to the classroom to create their own discussion about the video so far. Have the students move to 4 corners of the room according to the answer to the question of the day. Have all A’s together, B’s together, C’s together and D’s together. Have students discuss why they agree most with that answer and gather their reasoning’s while using the Brainstorm worksheet, page 4 of the lesson plan. They can also use blank paper to record their thoughts.

Have 1 student serve as the “Expert”. This Expert can use the reasoning’s the team came up with and the additional points from page 3 of the lesson plan. These additional points can be shared with the Experts, or can be used as your guide during the activity. The Expert will have 2 minutes in the front of the class to persuade them to vote for their answer and take 1 minutes of questions from the other groups. Once all Experts have had their turn at the front of the class, turn the video back on and finish video as a class.


4. Follow-Up: As a class, discuss the following questions: 
a. Has your opinion changed or stayed the same after hearing from our experts? Why or why not?
b. What were some of the ways the experts tried to persuade you to their side?

Leveling-Up: Have students get with a partner who had a different answer to the “Question of the Day” (question 1 on the worksheet) and have them discuss the following questions:
a. What facts did the expert use to defend their answer?
b. Do you think that some of the experts’ answers were similar?
c. What would you have added to the conversation to defend the answer?

5. Exit Ticket: Have students evaluate whether their answer changed or stayed the same. Have them discuss with a        partner and write down their answers to be put in a “ballot box” to make sure the activity is completed.



Optional Activity*
Additional points for #SpeakAg Dialogues: Why is milk consumption lower today than in year’s past?
These points can be given to the group, or used as a guide when discussing the 4 answers to the questions of the day.
International Trade:
· The U.S. cheese forecast for 2019 is set at 334,000 tones or about 4 percent below 2018.
· Milk production among major exporters in 2019 is still expected to expand by 1 percent, but is unlikely to reverse the recent downtrend in global prices for mot day products.
· Counties such as Mexico and the European Union’s milk forecast will both be up 1 percent, making them less dependable on U.S. dairy.
· Information from: https://apps.fas.usda.gov/psdonline/circulars/dairy.pdf 
Input cost & labor:
· Farmers spend from $1,200 to $1,600 per cow making just the cows cost from $120,000 to $160,000.
· According to the state Dairy Farm Business Summary, the equipment invest per cow is approximately $2,000. 
· Depending on where land is, it has to be purchased from $1,000-$4,000 per acre, where you have to figure each cow needs 2 acres of land. 
· Information from: https://watertowndailytimes.com/curr/dairy-farming-can-require-up-to-1-million-investment-20170225 
Plant based dairy Alternatives:
· Plant based dairy alternatives mean less cows. 53% of total methane emissions from manure management in the U.S. come from dairy cattle.
· Information from: https://learningstore.uwex.edu/Assets/pdfs/A4131-01.pdf

· Half of Americans consume these alternatives. Including 68% of parents and 54% of children younger than 18.
· Information from: https://www.cnn.com/2018/05/31/health/alternative-milk-food-drayer/index.html

· Many fortified plant-based milks are marketed as having equal or greater amounts of calcium and vitamin D than cow’s milk.
· Information from: https://med.virginia.edu/ginutrition/wp-content/uploads/sites/199/2014/06/January-18-Milk-Alternatives.pdf 
Marketing and Consumer Insights:
· According to the USDA consumers are driking 18 gallons per year, compared to 30 gallons per year in the 1970’s. 
· Milk is no longer the only option for a healthy beverage. Juice now offers calsium & Vitamin D-fortified drinks and dairy-free diets are crowding the super market shelves.
· Marion Nestle stated, “The dairy industry has a lot of public relations that is going to need to do to convince the public that it is producing a product that is healthy, good for animals, good for people and good for the planet. 
· Information from: https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2017/05/16/528460207/why-are-americans-drinking-less-cows-milk-its-appeal-has-curdled 












NAME: __________________
Brainstorm for Expert
Directions:
Complete this worksheet for the optional activity for the “#SpeakAg Dialogues: Why is milk consumption lower today than in year’s past?” video and prepare your group’s Expert to defend your answer. 

1. Why is milk consumption lower today than in year’s past?        
    Circle one.                  			
    A. International trade  C. Plant based dairy alternatives
    B. Input costs & labor  D. Marketing & consumer insights

2. I chose this answer because…	
	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 



3. I’m with group answer: ______

4. Members of my group chose this answer because…
	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 



5. The 4 points we are going to have our Expert talk about are…
	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 
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Video URL: https://vimeo.com/320499673 
Directions:
Complete the worksheet while watching “#SpeakAg Dialogues: Why is milk consumption lower today than in year’s past?” 

1. Why is milk consumption lower today than in year’s past?          2. List one definition you learned    
    Circle one.                  			
    A. International trade  C. Plant based dairy alternativesWord:




Definition:

    B. Input costs & labor  D. Marketing & consumer insights

3. Why did you choose A, B, C or D?














4. What did the Experts do to persuade you to their answer?
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 5. List 2 points you would advocate for.                             1.







2.












6. Has your opinion changed or stayed the same after hearing from our experts? Check one box.
Yes

No



Explain why or why not. 
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FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.











