Advocacy Plan: How to Get Started
Directions:
Begin the process of developing an advocacy plan by completing the first four steps outlined below.  This worksheet was developed based on the National Association of Agricultural Educators’ “Ten Steps to Developing an Advocacy Plan.”

Step 1: Identify an advocacy challenge or opportunity.  Where can you advocate for agriculture? 
(Ex: school, community, youth group, etc.) 
Think outside the box: your options might not be obvious!













In the locations you identified, what opportunities to advocate are available?  













Which opportunity appeals to you the most or has the highest priority?



























Step 2: Determine key audiences. 

	Who are the key people you want to reach with your message?
	Are they in the primary or secondary audience?*

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Who can help you influence your audience?
	What influence does this person have?  Will they champion your efforts or hurt them?

	
	

	
	

	
	




Step 3: Determine what they know. What do you need to know to effectively share your message?



What does your audience need to know to understand and accept your message?



How will you find out what your audience already knows or believes about the topic?





[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 4: Determine how they receive their information. What are common ways people get information?



How can you provide information using these common ways?



How will you find out how your audience receives information? 
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