Mrs. Kaye Daggerhart
305 Broad Creek Avenue
Indianapolis, IN  26789

August 25, 2021
Mrs. Sue Andrews, Horticultural Specialist

Extension Service
1039 Hillsborough Avenue

Indianapolis, IN  26789

Dear Mrs.  Andrews:

I have 28 different cultivars of roses in my rose garden that I started about ten years ago.  I usually add one or two new plants each spring.  This summer, I noticed that two plants (different cultivars), which I purchased this spring had funny looking growth on them.  The new leaves and branches grew very close together like a witches broom and had twisted deep red leaves and stems with excessive thorns.  The leaves were about half the size of a normal leaf and very narrow.  The stems began to die back from the tip.  These two plants never bloomed and in all my years growing roses, I have never experienced this before.  
Can you tell me what this problem might be and what the solution is for it.  I do not want to lose the entire rose garden.  I would appreciate hearing from you as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Kay Daggerhart 
Kay Daggerhart
Based on the information provided, prepare a letter to Mrs. Daggerhart with an appropriate response.  The information below may be useful in your reply.
Problem Diagnosis:    Rose rosette disease
Recommendation:
·  Description suggests rose rosette disease or witches broom of roses caused by a virus
·  No cure for the disease and no chemical control for a plant virus
·  Is actually a relatively new virus, spread by a mite smaller than a spider mite
·  Available miticides for roses are ineffective
·  There is no evidence of spread by pruning equipment
·  Remove affected plants immediately and destroy, do not compost
·  Remove soil where roots of affected plants were
·  Check any plant for symptoms before purchasing
·  Rapidly spread through grafting process
